RBGM Friends’ Photography Group — Monthly Themes for 2026

Group members are encouraged to take photographs related to the monthly theme at any time during that month.
Images of other subjects in the Melbourne Botanic Gardens can also be uploaded to our Flickr site at any time.

Month Theme Additional Comments

January 21 Guilfoyle’s Volcano — setting, plants, water reflections, vistas Meet at Tecoma Pavilion.
over Arid Garden and city. Sunday January 18 4pm
Experiment with enhancing colour contrasts and possible Friends” Summer Snaps
juxtaposition of a plant in its setting. Workshop, Guilfoyle’s

Volcano and Arid Garden.

February 18 Government House to the River - This section of King’s Domain Meet at Lych Gate.
includes a section of The Tan, the Women’s Memorial Garden
and the floral border near Government House.

Experiment with wide angle and close up, representing the
relationship with the Botanic Gardens.

March 18 Nymphaea Lily Lake — water lilies, nearby plants on Southern Meet at Tecoma Pavilion.
Lawn, lake vista, birds.

Experiment with interesting composition, single flower(s) with a
contrasting background.

April 15 Mid-autumn - seeds, berries, leaves, flowers, fungi.

Experiment with sepia tones, autumn colour, a set of photos of
same subject (different angles, exposure, special effects).

May 20 Oak Lawn in autumn — represent autumn colour. Meet at Gallery 2 Domain
Experiment with back lighting, silhouettes and abstract House. Group discussion of
photography. some of our images.

June 17 Moreton Bay Figs (Ficus Macrophylla) — structures, fruit, birds, Possible talk/walk from
insects, environs. According to the plant census there are 39 someone about these trees.
plants in the gardens!

Experiment with B&W photography vs colour, representing
special features of these trees, reflector or flash in shade.

July 15 Winter weird flowers — possible Long Island orchids, hellebores, Program review.
acacias.

Experiment with close up focus, shallow depth of field on a
feature of the plant eg. petals, stamens, spots, stripes, structures.

August 19 Rest houses, Pavilions and associated plants and settings — Meet at Gallery 2 Domain
Rose and Tecoma Pavilions, William Tell, Lakeview and Separation | House.

Tree Rest Houses. Suggested topic: more
Experiment with representing architectural features and place in | artistic experiments.
environment.

September 16 Sensory Garden, Sayce Island and Central Lake in Spring Consider discussion about
Experiment with identifying and representing what is sensory in how to use plant and water
these gardens eg. water and leaf motion, reflections, colour. movement to create an

effect.

October 21 Eucalyptus Lawn and under tree plants

Experiment with wide angle vistas, composition looking through
flowers, close up of different bark, flower, leaf and seed
(gumnuts) features.

November 18

Species Rose Collection
Experiment with close up, abstract and massed flower
photography.

Meet at Mueller Hall.
Possible curator walk/ talk?

December 16

Revisit the Herb Garden

Experiment with representing new growth and identifying range
of herbal and spice plants in this area. Trees and ground cover
plants are herbal and medicinal in this area.

Meeting time: 10am

Some general goals:

Choose one plant to photograph across the seasons in 2026

Experiment more with post-production techniques

Get more out of Flickr

Do an Indigenous walk/tour in the Gardens




