
 

 

Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne 

  Intermediate/Advanced Class  

Friday AM 10.30am – 1.30pm 

Face-to-face class at Domain House 

Instructor's Name: Dianne Emery 

Subject:  Autumn related project or own project (could be for TABI) 

Class Description:  

It seems such a long time since we last met face to face, so for these first classes I 

would like to try and re-establish all of our connections to this art form. 

We will start with some inspiring visuals, such as looking at contemporary botanical 

artwork that has been completed here and overseas. Many artists have taken 

advantage of social media to create a much stronger online presence in the 

contemporary art world, as opportunities to physically exhibit were limited. This has 

benefitted us all as we have ready access to their work, thought processes, and 

adventures in experimentation! 

Several excellent new books have also been recently published, for example, Sarah 

Morrish’s  ‘Natural History Illustration in Pen and Ink’, Jackie Isard, ‘Watercolour Mixing 

Techniques for Botanical Artists’ and Isik Guner ‘Botanical Illustration from Life’. 

How can we translate some of these inspirations into our own work? 

* We can  look at dynamic contemporary compositions and the consequences for 

techniques and mediums. For example; 'enlarged subjects', does the subject 

warrant enlargement, if so  by how much. What are the consequences for the artist’s 

technique such as applying larger washes, or covering larger areas with a dry brush 

technique. 

*How can we use light in a creative, revealing or  maybe more dramatic way. 

*How can we take a different look at our subject matter  and present it  in a way 

that draws the viewer into a new appreciation of things that they may have seen 

before. 

 *As a refreshing look at techniques how can we combine wet and dry mediums, for 

example combining watercolour and charcoal, or liquid carbon and pencil or 

watercolour and coloured pencil. 

I would also like to make opportunities for all students who wish, to have one on one 

discussions, either about work completed over the last two years or where they 

would like to go  in their future endeavours. 

And for those interesting in submitting work for this year’s TABI, advice and support 

with all aspects of submitting and exhibiting will be available. (Do carefully read the 

section on TABI 2022 on the FRBG website)  There is much information about the 



 

special nature of this year’s TABI as we support the 7th Global Botanic Gardens 

Congress and its focus on climate change and Botanic Gardens. There is a list of 

relevant representative plants in the Melbourne Botanic Gardens. Although please 

note it is also made clear that artists are not required to paint or draw from that list, 

but may as always, choose their own subject matter. 

As always, those not working on their own projects will be able to enjoy class projects 

based around Autumn subjects. A beautiful time of the year with stunning colour, 

beautiful berries, nuts, fruits, seed pods  and camellias! 

 

Starting Date of term:  Wednesday 4 May 2022 at 10am at Domain House 

 

 


