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Fully Escorted Botanical Tours in 2022
South India, Crete and South Africa

To book or find out more, please visit the tour links or contact: 

Tel: 03 9343 6367   •   Email: info@jonbainestours.com.au

www.jonbainestours.com

5% DISCOUNT on any tour below for Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne

Spice, Trade and Botanicals: Histories of 
the Malabar Coast 

7 – 21 Feb 2022  
• Malabar’s precious spices, rubber, teak and tea have 

long drawn traders and visitors from far and wide.

• The tour takes inspiration from Hortus Malabaricus 
(‘Garden of Malabar’, 1678), which captures the flora of 
the Western Ghats. Each day has a botanical theme with 
expert talks and visits.

• Visit Bangalore, Mysore, Ooty, Coonoor, Madurai, Periyar 
and Cochin with Carolyn Fry, an author and journalist 
specialising in science, conservation and natural history. 

www.jonbainestours.com/malabar
Tea pickers in Ooty

Wildflowers, Wine and History in Crete 
18 – 23 Apr 2022  
• Crete has around 2,000 species of plants, 10% of them 

endemic. The peak explosion of wildflowers is from 
March to May, when wild orchids and tulips are joined 
by chamomile, poppies, anemones, iris, and much more.

• Explore Crete’s botany, landscapes and delicious cuisine, 
and learn how all of these intertwine.

• The tour is led by Valerie and Clive Whittington, 
residents of Crete and experienced tour leaders of 
walking and botanical tours on the island. 

www.jonbainestours.com/crete
Wild tulips

Cape flowers in spring

Wildflowers, Wine and the Cape Floral 
Kingdom 

4 – 18 Sep 2022  
• The spectacular Cape Floral Kingdom in South Africa is 

one of the world’s 35 biodiversity hotspots. One of only 
six Floral Kingdoms in the world, it is the smallest and 
most diverse.

• Experience South Africa’s vivid spring as each themed 
day reveals a new aspect of the region’s botanical 
history. 

• Travel with botanical experts, Bill and Helen Bynum, and 
enjoy culture, history and fine food and wine.

www.jonbainestours.com/capebotany
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Winter in the 
Melbourne Gardens

1. Dimitra Bouzalas

2. Pedal 

Pusher3051

3. David Forbes - 

Orbea varigata  

Star Flower

4. Liz Cooper - 

Bearded Iris 

5.Terry Blake - 

RBGM Lawn

Cover Image:  

Keith Ross- 

Rainbow Lorikeet 

feeding on Erythrina 

Crista-galli
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Welcome to the winter edition of Botanic News which is 

returning as a hard copy magazine. We know that for 

some of you a magazine to hold and read and refer to 

was sorely missed during 2020. Many members like the 

digital format so from now on members have the choice 

of a hard copy or a digital one.

The Events Committee is congratulated for the 

excellent programme to celebrate the Gardens’ 175th 

Anniversary of our beloved Royal Botanic Gardens. 

It started off with an Aboriginal talk and walk by 

Christopher Jacobi, the Gardens Aboriginal guide, who 

connected plants with their use for food and medicine. 

Dr Sara Maroske gave a very interesting slant on 

Mueller’s legacy to the Gardens and the Domain noting 

how he was influenced by French ideas. Mary Ward, our 
past President, followed this with a walk to showcase 

the First Five Acres that were developed under the first 
two curators, John Arthur and John Dallachy. Guilfoyle’s 

landscaping achievements were presented by Andrew 

Laidlaw and I followed up with a walk to show these 

design features which still hold true today. There are 

more events for the rest of the year so please read the 

e-news and Botanic News for more details.

One of our treasured volunteers and former Council 

member David Plant was awarded an OAM for dedicated 

services to our Gardens and in particular his marvellous 

Bird walks over the years.  For the public, he is still 

guiding and taking regular Bird Walks which are always 

booked out.

I have great pleasure in announcing that Cathy Trinca 

and Michael Hare have been awarded our inaugural 

Tim Entwisle Medal. Both are very deserving of this 

award. Cathy has had many roles with the Friends as 

President, Vice-President, Events Convener, volunteer 

in the Herbarium with digital imaging and now as 

Co-Convener of the Plant Craft Cottage. Michael as the 

Convener of the Growing Friends has over the years 

improved the ammenities of the nursery, coordinated 

the very successful Spring and Autumn plant sales and 

managed all the volunteers in a welcoming manner.

No doubt many of you have seen the two new 

Explorer buses that the Friends funded and soon we will 

see the colourful ‘skinning’ that advertises the Friends.

Finally, I hope many of you have visited the new Arid 

Garden and the Sensory Garden. The Friends were the 

major donor to the Sensory Garden and it is delighting 

visitors.

I would especially like to thank our wonderful office 
staff for all the dedicated work they do to support the 

Friends and we all hope for a better year this year.
 

Lynsey Poore

President

from the president
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Members:  David Plant
We were delighted to see long-term 

member, David Plant, included in 

the 2021 Australia Day Honour’s list, 

having been awarded the Medal 

of the Order of Australia (OAM) – 

for service to botanic gardens and 

ornithology. 

David has been a member of the 

Friends, and one of our committed 

volunteers, for over 20 years. He also  

volunteers with the RBGV Melbourne 

Gardens, as one of the Garden 

Guides. For most people though, the 

mere mention of David means we 

think of birds, so it is not surprising 

to learn that David’s membership of 

BirdLife Australia, through its various 

iterations, has covered some 50 

years. 

With his knowledge of the birds 

that inhabit the Melbourne Gardens, 

David’s Bird Walks have always 

been one of the most popular of the 

Friends’ activities and a highlight 

of the Events calendar, routinely 

being booked out. In conducting 

these walks for the Friends, and 

similar walks in his role as a Garden 

Guide, David has been able to share 

his extraordinary knowledge of and 

passion for birds with countless 

people. We have been able to 

discover the habits of the RBG’s daily 

bird life and the migration patterns 

of seasonal visitors, along with the 

excitement of recognising new 

arrivals from interstate, like the Koel 

from northern Queensland, whose 

distinctive call is now heard in and 

around the Gardens most summers. 

But not this past summer, a bit cool 

for a visitor from the tropics perhaps.

The list of David’s involvement 

across the RBGV Melbourne Gardens 

is long. As well as his regular bird 

walks for the Friends, he has served 

on Council and as a Vice President. 

He has routinely volunteered at 

Growing Friends Plant Sales and 

at New Member Welcomes. As an 

RBGV volunteer, where he joined the 

guides in 2004, he has not only been 

active with walks but has also taken 

on the daunting tasks of arranging 

guides’ rosters and editing the 

bi-monthly Guidepost magazine for 

the Engagement & Impact volunteers. 

Between all that, he also found time 

to conduct the first census of birds in 
the Melbourne Gardens. 

From a personal point of view, 

my walks through the Gardens have 

been constantly enriched over the 

Photo by: Dr Richard Kirsner

Our heartiest congratulations to David Plant 

on being awarded a well deserved OAM for 

outstanding service to our Gardens. As a guide, 

a council member and most of all for talking 

exciting and well informed bird walks that have 

thrilled countless members of the public over 

many years.
Lynsey Poore 

President Friends RBGM’

years, thanks to David’s willingness 

to share his extensive ornithological 

knowledge. Congratulations David, 

an honour well deserved.

Mary Ward

members
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In Melbourne’s Royal Botanic Gardens, 

nestled high upon the embankment 

near to the Yarra River and Alexandra 

Avenue, sits the Temple of the Winds 

monument. It is a monument designed 

and erected by Mr William R. Guilfoyle, 

then Gardens Director, in 1902 to 

commemorate Governor Charles La 

Trobe’s selection of the site for the 

Botanic Gardens in 1846. Its design is 

of a ten column pavilion, with a domed 

roof, inspired by the Temple of Aeolus 

at the Royal Botanic Gardens in Kew, 

London, except with the use of large 

Staghorn Ferns – an Australian iconic 

feature – adorning the capitals of the 

columns. A further slight alteration to the 

design was made sometime between 

the 1930s and the 1950s, where the 

original steps were demolished and 

replaced with new steps. At this time 

the podium floor had the diameter 
increased by around 150mm and the 

height was also increased by around 

75mm, also reducing the visible height 

of the column plinths.

Although structurally sound, with 

the main structure built on bluestone 

and concrete footings founded on the 

rock below, the overall site building 

envelope was raised up by Guilfoyle 

and consists of a large amount of fill. 
As a result, subsidence of the steps 

has been a constant problem since 

its construction (likely the reason the 

steps were originally demolished and 

rebuilt in mid 1900s), and today has 

the steps shearing away from the main 

structure with a large circumferential 

crack persisting around the podium 

floor at the intersection with the steps. 
Hence the steps have become not 

only unsightly but also a potential 

tripping hazard. 

In response the Gardens 

management has had some design 

and exploratory work undertaken and 

quotes obtained in what it would take 

to repair the steps. We have also 

successfully applied for a combination 

of Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria 

donor and grant funding including 

funding from the City of Melbourne’s 

Landmark and Community Buildings 

Fund to pay for the works. 

The scope of the proposed restoration 

works are to 

• Remove the added screed from 

the podium floor to return it to its 
original dimensions.

• Replace the original slab floor 
and apply a new screed finish at 
the original floor level, including 
the installation of a new floor 
design in the shape of decorative 

directional compass in bluestone 

with a decorative bronze inlay 

– and with the north point in a 

contrasting Harcourt granite 

stone.

• Have the steps demolished and 

new steps formed on piles and 

keyed into the main slab to prevent 

subsidence reoccurring. The 

new steps have been designed 

to have riser heights and step 

widths to match early photographs 

and to have a similar radiused 

nosing detail to that visible in the 

photographs.

• Have a new coat of mineral paint  

applied to the render columns and 

entablature in the same colour as 

previously applied.

The proposed works are scheduled to 

happen this calendar year, by the end 

of 2021, and will celebrate the 175th 

anniversary year of the Royal Botanic 

Gardens Victoria.

Mark Crosher

Manager Infrastructure and Facilities

http://handle.slv.vic.gov/10381/76007 Fox,Arthur 1866 photographer Photo by Mark Crosher

Photo by Mark Crosher

from the gardens
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Plant Sales
Some plants thrived in the Growing 

Friends Nursery during the 2020 

COVID lockdown and therefore plant 

sales on a ‘click & collect’ basis were 

introduced into the Friends Online 

Shop in late February. (Photographs of 

a selection of those plants are shown 

on the right). The plants are ordered 

and paid for online and when the 

receipt is issued a time for collecting 

them from the Nursery is arranged. 

While this is no substitute for browsing 

through the plants in the Nursery it 

does allow the Friends access to 

plants and at the same time ensures 

some stock turnover for the Growing 

Friends. With the continued easing of 

the restrictions more of the Growing 

Friends have been able to resume 

regular attendance in the Nursery so 

that plant stocks have increased. This 

has meant that the variety of plants 

available online changes as species 

are sold out and/or new varieties 

become available for on line sales. 

So if you haven’t yet filled the spaces 
in your garden created by the dry 

spell in late summer now is the time 

to do so.

With the Growing Friends 

operations slowly returning to normal, 

the timing of the next public plant sale 

has been set for:

• Saturday 16 October 2021, 
10:00 am till 4:00 pm.

• Sunday 17 October 2021, 10:00 
am till 3:00 pm.

It will be held in the usual place, 

Acmena Lawn, in side Gate E of 

the Gardens. This will be a larger 

event with a number of plants being 

offered for the first time (check out 
the Catalogue when it’s available on 

line). In addition the display and sale 

of merchandise produced by other 

Friends groups will be expanded to 

increase the impact of the event.

Michael Hare  
Convener

R’Teddy’s Best’. Photos by: Michael Hare 

Camelia Sasanqua ‘Shichifukujin’ 

Abutilon Red Emperor 

growing friends
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Returning to Plant Craft 
Cottage
The Winter of 2021 welcomes a fresh 

start for the Plant Craft Cottage and its 

two new Conveners – Sue Broadbent 

and Cathy Trinca, who both have long 

association with the Gardens and the 

Friends.

After the Friends’ re-furbishment 

of the interior of the Cottage a couple 

of years ago we have broadened 

the scope of activities that you can 

take part in at the Cottage. As such 

we have decided to introduce a 

new name ‘The Friends’ Hub’ at the 

Plant Craft Cottage (PCC). A large 

mouthful but this name keeps the 

original purpose of the Cottage while 

enlarging its use for all Friends, whom 

we hope will come and visit and use 

it more. 

We hope PCC will reopen to the 

public this May after a long period 

of closure due to Covid 19.  We are 

hoping that the Cottage will be open 

Wednesday to Sunday (10-3) each 

week, so we can welcome Friends 

and visitors at the weekends. At times 

a Friends’ staff member in addition 

to volunteers will be located at the 

Cottage to welcome visitors.

The garden group returned earlier 

in the year and are tackling the job 

of restoring the Cottage garden to its 

former glory after a year’s absence. 

While a lot of hard work has been 

involved, the garden is looking 

wonderful and is such a great asset 

for the Cottage. If you would like to be 

involved in the upkeep of this pretty 

Cottage garden, please call Jill in the 

office. Also keep an eye out for the 
range of succulents we will have for 

sale out the front.

An exciting range of activities are 

planned for the remainder of 2021. 

Some traditional groups like Natural 

Dye and Basketry are returning to 

hold meetings and demonstrations, 

a range of art, craft and indoor plant 

workshops are planned, children’s 

holiday activities, an Artist in 

Residence Program, Friends’ New 

Member Welcomes, and either the 

start or finish location for Friends’ 
Insider Walks. The Friends’ Photo 

Group plan to use PCC as a meeting 

place as well as for photographic 

workshops and exhibitions. We plan 

to re-open a re-vamped Friends’ shop 

stocking both craft creations as well 

as Friends’ merchandise. Information 

about these activities can be found 

in this issue of Botanic News and on 

the Friends’ website. We hope also to 

establish a PCC Instagram account 

to keep you up-to-date on what’s 

happening.

While maintenance is always 

ongoing in a building as old as this 

Cottage, we are pleased that the 

shed has had some minor restoration 

completed and is re-stocked and 

reorganised. The age and history of 

the Cottage are of huge value to 

the Friends, so it needs to be well 

maintained. The history of the Cottage 

goes back to 1851 and the early 

rooms of the Cottage are listed by the 

National Trust. To learn more of the 

Cottage’s history there is a link on the 

Friends’ website.
Sue Broadbent

Cathy Trinca
Conveners

Photo: Kath DupleixPhoto: Kath Dupleix

Photo: Nicola Rollerson

plant craft
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The Nareeb Gates, an 
opening to history

chose not to develop the property 

and in 1883/84 sold it to piano 

manufacturer Octavius Beale who, 

with architect William Salway, 

built the mansion then known as 

Sommariva. Beale moved to Sydney 

soon afterwards and from 1888 to 

1906 the estate, under the name of 

Oma, changed hands between (Sir) 

John Grice, who built Moorakyne in 

Glenferrie Road in 1890, Frederick 

John Cato (of Moran & Cato) and 

then John’s twin brother James 

Grice, of Grice, Sumner & Co., who 

also owned land on the western side 

of Kooyong Road.

At that time Oma was described 

as standing in ‘fine well planted 
grounds with handsome, elaborate 

scroll-work entrance gates (set in 

ornamental brick walls) opening onto 

a serpentine drive’. (Stonnington 

History News, newsletter no.36, 

Oct-Nov 2001). James Grice was a 

foundation member of the Victorian 

Amateur Turf Club and a keen 

horseman, so the extensive array of 

stables designed by Salway would 

no doubt have been an attraction. 

Grice bought Oma as his town 

house, having also built the 42-room 

mansion Moondah in Frankston (Mt 

Eliza) in 1888, where he lived until his 

death in 1932. 

In 1906 Grice sold Oma to Walter 

George Simmons, who renamed the 

house Nareeb. Simmons had arrived 

in Victoria in 1853 and had become 

wealthy through gold-mining and 

pastoral interests in western Victoria 

including, according to his death 

notice in the Camperdown Chronicle 

of 15 June 1916, Moreton Plains 

Station near Stawell and ‘Nareeb 

Nareeb Station in the same district’. 

After Simmons’ death, his wife and 

their four daughters continued to live 

at Nareeb in Toorak and the property 

enjoyed a period of stability.

On the death of Miss Gertrude 

Simmons in 1964, the 34-room 

mansion, still on its original 5 acres 

and still lit by gas, was sold by the 

trustees. The property was opened 

to the public to raise funds for the 

National Trust in December 1964, 

with many thousands of Melbournians 

paying the 3-shilling fee to pass 

through the gates to view the historic 

estate. The furnishings and fittings 
were sold at auction on site by Leonard 

Joel Pty Ltd a few days later, then the 

property itself was sold, demolished 

and subdivided, becoming what 

is now Nareeb Court, Toorak. The 

National Trust had classified the 
house as ‘interesting, preservation 

desirable’ but fortunately Gertrude 

Simmons had asked that the gates 

be given separately to the Trust. What 

stories those gates could tell!

As well as the gates, another 

important part of the Simmons estate 

has survived. The beautiful 1920 

Rolls Royce Silver Ghost that had 

arrived in Melbourne in March 1922, 

was also among the items auctioned 

in 1964. When ordered, instructions 

were that the paint should be ‘light grey 

without lines, with dark green leather 

upholstery, and wheels in black’. Still in 

immaculate condition, it was listed for 

sale a second time in 2019.

The Nareeb Gates were presented 

to the RBG by the National Trust in 

1966. They were deemed significant 
as an excellent example of ironwork 

from the 1870s and the citation on the 

Victorian Heritage Register reads:

The Nareeb Gates are of aesthetic 

significance as a fine and increasingly 
rare example of 19th century 
ironwork. Although originally located 
at a Toorak mansion, the delicate 
leafy design complements their new 
location at an entrance to the Botanic 
Gardens. The Nareeb Gates are of 

historical significance as a symbol 
and a reminder of Melbourne’s 
heritage of large mansion estates, 
few of which now remain. Social 
and economic changes in the 20th 

century have led to the destruction of 
many old houses or the subdivision 
of their land. The Nareeb Gates are a 
reminder of a time when the wealth of 
colonial elites was expressed in large 
estates and mansion houses, made 
possible by the ready availability 
of land, supply of cheap domestic 
labour and rigid social hierarchies.

Gertrude’s wish that the gates be 

preserved, for the enjoyment of future 

generations, has been achieved.

Mary Ward

The beautiful Nareeb Gates are 

back in place at D Gate. They have 

recently been restored to their former 

glory with the aid of generous donors 

to the RBGV, a project the Friends’ 

Trust Fund was also pleased to 

contribute to. 

These ornate wrought iron gates 

were manufactured in England, 

came to Melbourne during the land 

boom of the 1880s and became an 

important part of one of the many 

grand Victorian estates recalled now 

only in the names of streets and 

courts around South Yarra, Toorak 

and nearby suburbs. The gates 

were made by Hill & Smith at the 

Brierley Hill Ironworks in Dudley, 

Staffordshire. Established in 1824, 

by the 1860s the company was well-

known for supplying many miles of 

fencing to Queen Victoria as well 

as manufacturing ornamental gates, 

agricultural machinery and other 

products. In later years they were 

involved in work on the Sydney 

Harbour Bridge. Today you probably 

drive past some of their modern road 

safety infrastructure products!

Early ownership of the property 

at 170 Kooyong Road that became 

Nareeb, was changeable. Its story 

began in 1875 when five acres of 
land were sold to a Western District 

squatter named Josiah Watson. He 

Photo: Mary Ward

trust fund
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An excellent example of the impact of 

the Friends’ scholarship program is 

that of RBG Melbourne horticulturalist 

Bret Pritchard. Bret received 

scholarship funding from the Friends 

to tour arid gardens in the US. Bret 

described his trip as ‘an immensely 

valuable learning experience’ 

and a highlight of his career. The 

Scholarship was of particular 

relevance given the impending 

(now completed) re-development of 

the RBG’s Arid Garden. A visit to 

the wonderful new Andrew Laidlaw 

designed Arid Garden provides a 

highly visible outcome of the Friends’ 

scholarship program.

In the 2021 financial year the Trust 
completed its funding commitment to 

the Sensory Garden project, making 

a total contribution to the Sensory 

Garden of $200,000. Do take the time 

to visit this wonderful new garden 

created on the banks of Central Lake, 

which completes the Friends’ funding 

of the Fern Gully area of well over half 

a million dollars.  

Another funding project completed 

is the purchase of two new Garden 

Explorer vehicles allowing access 

for all to the Melbourne Gardens. 

Also supported by distributions from 

the Trust Fund are the annual Staff 

Scholarships, such as Bret Pritchard’s, 

the Helen McLellan Research Grant 

for projects undertaken by RBGV 

scientists and the purchase of works 

of art for the State Botanical Collection, 

from the Friends’ The Art of Botanical 

Illustration exhibitions.

Since the receipt of a substantial 

bequest from the Estate of Helen 

McLellan in 2009, The Friends’ Trust 

Fund has distributed in excess of 

$1.5 million to the Royal Botanic 

Gardens Melbourne and the National 

Herbarium of Victoria.

The funds provided by the Trust 

assist the Royal Botanic Gardens 

Melbourne and the National Herbarium 

of Victoria to improve the quality of 

the infrastructure and fund botanical 

research and staff training. With over 

one and a half million visitors annually 

to the Melbourne Gardens the 

Friends’ Trust’s assistance makes an 

important contribution to the people 

of Victoria and the wider community.

Contributions to the Friends’ 2021 

Appeal  are encouraged to enable 

increased support to the Gardens 

and Herbarium into the future. 

Donations of $2 and more are tax 

deductible. Donations can be made 

by following the links on the Friends’ 

website. Please ring the Friends office 
on 96506398 should you have any 

questions or need assistance.

The Friends’ Trust Fund (the Trust) 

is a Public Ancillary Fund, (PAF), to 

which all donations of $2.00 or more 

are tax deductible. As a PAF the Trust 

is required to meet various reporting 

and regulatory requirements, 

including an obligation to approach 

the public for donations every year. 

The Trust is required to distribute four 

percent of its corpus value every year. 

With a corpus of approximately $3.8 

million at 30th June, 2020, the Trust 

is required to distribute a minimum 

of just over $155,000 in the 2021 

financial year, though more can be 
distributed if appropriate.

Cathy Trinca 

Trustee

Two enormous Carnegiea gigantea growing  in main street of Yucca Valley.  
Photo by Bret Pritchard

trust fund
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Morning Ramble
NGV Ian Potter Centre
She-Oak and Sunlight: Australian 
Impressionism
Wednesday 9 June 
Meet at Crossbar Café, Level 3 The Ian Potter Centre at 10am

Exhibition ticketed entry 11am

Friends $55 Non-members $65

Bookings essential.  Limited to 15 participants. 

Join us for this lovely morning exploring the current NGV exhibition 

to see the most celebrated and loved works of Australian 

Impressionism by Tom Roberts, Frederick McCubbin, Jane 

Sutherland, Arthur Streeton, Charles Conder, Clara Southern, John 

Russell, E. Philips Fox and more.

We’ll meet for Devonshire Tea at the Crossbar Café and enjoy 

views across the Yarra before we enter the Exhibition to enjoy the 

works on show.  Please note that the NGV has yet to commence 

its private group tours so it will be a self-guided exploration of the 

exhibition. 

Photo: NGV

Talking at Mueller Hall with  
Cathy Trinca  
Historic Buildings & Shelters  
in the Gardens
Tuesday 15 June at 2pm
Entry to Mueller Hall via Gate F

Refreshments included

In-person bookings Friends $20 Non-members $30

Online Zoom access $10

Bookings essential. 

Since Charles La Trobe in 1846 set aside the natural 

amphitheatre where our famous Royal Botanic 

Gardens now sit, the Gardens include many man-

made structures and buildings as well as magnificent 

plantings. From Mueller’s aviaries and formal structures 

and gardens to Guilfoyle’s Victorian follies, rockeries 

and gazebos, many of these historic and treasured 

structures survive.  

Join Cathy on a visual tour of the Gardens from the 

Observatory to the Lake via the gate lodges, works 

yards, Gardens House and more. Learn about who 

lived in the various buildings, where the museum of 

economic botany was kept and where they stabled 

the horses that pulled the lawn mowers.

Photo: Liz Cooper
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The Friends celebrate the 175th birthday of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne during 

2021. To celebrate the significance of one of Melbourne’s most treasured landmarks, a 
wonderful program of events has been created for you to enjoy. To easily find these events, 
simply look for the 175 Celebration logo within the Events Program.
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Gardens House gardens
A Walk with Lynsey Poore
Tuesday 22 June at 10am
Meet at Observatory Gate Lodge

Friends $20 Non-members $30

Bookings essential. Limited to 15 participants.

Built in 1854 for Ferdinand von Mueller as his office and 

residence, the Gardens House was sited to enjoy a 

commanding view over the Gardens. Successive Directors 

lived in the House until the mid-1990s with the surrounding 

gardens and building since renovated and managed by 

hospitality partner Atlantic Group.

Join Lynsey Poore to explore the Gardens House gardens that 

was home to William Guilfoyle and family in the late 1800s. 

With his artist’s eye, Guilfoyle developed this garden as his 

own private garden, allowing the subtle green foliage of so 

many exotic plants and careful disposition of trees to create 

his preferred style, the ‘paradise’ garden. Fittingly, Guilfoyle 

extended this style to the entire gardens and it remains his 

greatest gift to all who enjoy this beloved Melbourne landscape.
ANNIVERSARY

CELEBRATION

YEARS

Photo: Adnan Mansour
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The Friends celebrate the 175th birthday of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne during 

2021. To celebrate the significance of one of Melbourne’s most treasured landmarks, a 
wonderful program of events has been created for you to enjoy. To easily find these events, 
simply look for the 175 Celebration logo within the Events Program.

Workshop with Jodie Goldring 
Twined Fish
Saturday 19 June 10am to 3pm

Plant Craft Cottage RBGVM enter via Gate H

Members $85  
Non-Members $105

Bookings essential and limited to 10 participants

Morning tea and coffee provided. BYO lunch. 

Jodie Goldring is a notorious gleaner, Sculptor and Art 

Teacher who has a broad range of creative experiences 

to share. Learn how to use natural and manmade 

materials to make a decorative fish using the traditional 

basketry technique of twining. Twining is the twisting of 

two strands of flexible material around stakes to create a 

tightly woven surface. A variety of strappy plant leaves will 

be available to create interesting texture and colouration 

to your fish. Red hot poker, watsonia, irises, bulrushes and 

chasmanthe will be provided as well as information about 

how to collect, dry and prepare your own materials to use 

at home. Buttons, wire and fabric will also be offered to 

add details to finish.  

All materials included but please bring an apron and 

scissors. No experience needed. Suitable for both adults 

and teenagers.

Photo: Jodie Goldring
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Self-Drive Day Trip
Yarra Valley Winter Treat
Thursday 1 July 
Meet at Banksia Bend at 10am for 

morning tea followed by a 10.30am tour

Friends $70 Non-members $90

Numbers are limited so please book early.

Allow an hour and a quarter from Melbourne 
CBD. Full instructions for the day will be provided 
on booking. Car-pooling is recommended.

Rug up and enjoy a day in the spectacular Yarra Valley. 

We will start at the magnificent Banksia Bend (formerly 

known as Lubra Bend) in the heart of the Yarra Valley 

wine growing district. The owner, Rosemary Simpson, 

came to Banksia Bend in 2000 and later commissioned 

distinguished landscape designer Phillip Johnson 

(winner of the gold medal at RHS Chelsea Show 

in 2013), to create a rock and water garden. Her 

collection of more than 60 mature camellias is a feature 

of this stunning garden.  

During our lunch break, explore the local cafes or BYO 

picnic, at your own expense.

The afternoon will be spent at Coombe Estate, previous home of Dame Nellie Melba. The seven acres of magnificent gardens 

were originally designed by William Guilfoyle, the architect of the Melbourne Botanic Gardens, and established over 100 years 

ago. The tour will explore the succession of terraced lawns, native, Italian and vegetable gardens, a croquet lawn, a former 

grass tennis court, a newly established rose arbour and the oldest swimming pool in Victoria.

Photo: Rosemary Simpson

Government House Gardens
Free Guided Tour
Tuesday 6 July 2021 at 10am
Meet at Government House 
Gates in Linlithgow Avenue

Members only

Bookings essential as numbers 
are limited to 10 participants.

Come with us on this tour with Michael McNabb, 

Curator, Garden and Grounds at Government 

House. This garden, designed in 1872, covers 

11 hectares and features magnificent lawns, 

specimen trees surrounded by large beds of 

trees and shrubs, and the Peace and Prosperity 

Kitchen Garden. The gardens also feature 

ceremonial trees planted by members of the 

Royal Family and previous Governors.

The Fountain Court, formal terraces, carriage 

drive, main lawn and encircling path that remain 

today are part of Joseph Sayce’s original plan. 

William Guilfoyle, Director of the Botanic Gardens, 

refined and helped implement Sayce’s design. 

Guilfoyle arranged the gardens as a combination 

of clumps of shrubbery and broad sweeping 

lawns so that ‘at every step the visitor finds some 

new view’. Photo: Michael McNabb

events
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Talking at Mueller Hall with  
Sue Broadbent
Untapped Uzbekistan
Wednesday 14 July at 2pm
Entry to Mueller Hall via Gate F

Refreshments included

In-person bookings Friends $20 Non-members $30

Online Zoom access $10 

Bookings essential.

Uzbekistan is one of the most fascinating countries in Central 

Asia, famous for its Silk Road connection and long history 

embedded in the tales of conquerors Alexander the Great and 

Genghis Khan.  The country still retains much of the Islamic 

architecture from centuries ago and gardens reflect those grand 

garden design traditions.  Whilst there are few palace gardens 

surviving from its prosperous days, fragments are still found in 

the garden courtyards of mosques and madrasahs.  

Although much of the country is dominated by deserts, the southern mountain chains receive more rainfall and have distinctive 

floras that are rich in geophytes such as tulips, irises, fritillaries, and Alliums.  Within the cities, gardens are likely to be working 

spaces as households are monitored to ensure they are self-sustaining using farming practices, building greenhouses, and 

keeping livestock or chickens.  Even the current President farms 110 chickens and sends the eggs to his home village in 

exchange for meat and yoghurt!

Sue was fortunate to visit this beautiful country on a cultural tour some years ago. She brings it to life in this session.

Photo: Sue Broadbent

Talking Online with Simon Griffiths
Garden Love
Thursday 8 July at 2pm

Friends $10 Non-members $15

Bookings essential to receive the Zoom link.

The joys of gardening are known to us all.  For Simon 

Griffiths, there’s the added bonus of visiting many 

gorgeous gardens and spending time with their 

owners to capture each garden’s particular mood or 

atmosphere in photograph to celebrate what makes 

each so unique. 

Simon has collaborated on over 70 books as 

photographer that celebrate homes, food and gardens 

including four that he has both written and photographed.  

One of those books is the beautiful Garden Love: 

plants, dogs, country gardens detailing his own garden 

at Meadowbank, Mt Macedon, along with favourites 

from around the country.  Today, Simon talks us through 

what he finds joyous about gardens and how he has 

combined his two passions of gardening and books 

into his life story.

Photo: Simon Griffiths

ANNIVERSARY
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The Friends celebrate the 175th birthday of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne during 

2021. To celebrate the significance of one of Melbourne’s most treasured landmarks, a 
wonderful program of events has been created for you to enjoy. To easily find these events, 
simply look for the 175 Celebration logo within the Events Program.

events

https://www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org/whats-on/
https://www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org/whats-on/


Winter  ‘21  Botan ic  News   17

An Insiders’ Walk with Mali Wilson
Curiosities & Wonders of the 
Gardens
Friday 23 July at 10am
Meet at Plant Craft Cottage at 
10am for refreshments

The walk will commence at 10.20am

Friends $20 Non-members $30

Bookings essential. Limit 20 participants.

The word curiosity means ‘the desire to know or 

to learn’ and this can be scientific or of an artistic 

interest. It might mean a curious detail or feature or 

anything rare or strange. 

After morning tea and introductions at Plant Craft 

Cottage, let us show you some of the wonderful 

botanical curiosities in the Gardens. It might be the 

oldest exotic plant or the highest tree, or the tree with 

a fossil history or the only tree in its genus. It might 

be the plant that gave Stradivarius the marvellous red 

varnish he used on his violins, or plants that belonged 

to the dinosaur age. It might be the story of the 

discovery of plants thought long lost or discovered 

by chance. It might be all of these curious stories and 

the plants that made them into oddities.  This walk is 

a botanical tour of wonder and delight.
Photo: Mali Wilson

Talking at Mueller Hall with  
Alison Vaughan
Celebrating our Herbarium
Thursday 29 July at 5pm

In-person bookings Friends $20 Non-members $30

Online Zoom access $10 

Bookings essential.

The National Herbarium of Victoria, the oldest scientific institution 

in the State, was developed through the efforts of Ferdinand 

von Mueller following his appointment as the first Victorian 

Government Botanist in 1853.  With von Mueller’s extensive 

collecting, his contact with collectors in Australia and overseas 

and regular specimen exchanges, the Herbarium he created 

was regarded as one of the world’s largest, and one of the most 

important holdings of Australian plants. 

Laying such strong foundations in those early years for 

development of knowledge and progress in science, von Mueller 

created a lasting legacy for all Victorians with the Herbarium 

regarded as a centre for excellence for plant biodiversity that 

continues to play a vital role in the study and conservation of 

Australia’s plant life, enriching our understanding of native 

plants, especially in Victoria.   

Alison Vaughan, Digital Collections Advisor at the Herbarium, 

will provide an overview of the Herbarium since von Mueller’s 

time, delving into the many priceless historical highlights of the 

one million plus collections.  Photo: Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria
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Talking at Mueller Hall
Celebrating 40 Years of our RBGVM Volunteer 
Guides
Wednesday 5 August at 10am
Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Entry and light refreshments via Gate F

In-person bookings Friends $20 Non-members $30 
Online Zoom access $10 
Bookings essential.  

The Volunteer Guides have been a vital group in our Melbourne Gardens 

since 1981 bringing energy, enthusiasm and dedication to ensuring that the 

people of Melbourne can fully explore and enjoy our beloved Gardens.   

The original Guides program was established so volunteers could provide a 

Gardens’ tour to the wives of visiting delegates to the Commonwealth Heads 

of Government Meeting hosted by the city of Melbourne.  The program has 

since been expanded and become an integral part of the Gardens’ offering 

with the guides enjoying the opportunity to meet people from all over the 

world and providing visitors with valuable insights into the plant collections, 

history, landscaping and conservation projects.

Mali Wilson, RBGVM Guide, will provide an overview of the Guides to 

celebrate the wonderful people involved over the 40 years and their enduring 

contribution to Melbourne.

Winter Insiders’ Walk
Tea and Camellias
Tuesday 3 August at 10 am
Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Friends only $20

Meet for refreshments at 10am

The walk begins at 10.20 am

Bookings essential. Limited to 24 participants.

Take a tour of the Royal Botanic Garden’s world 

class camellia collection which includes a range 

of early and modern cultivars and wild-collected 

species some of which are fragrant. There are 

over 900 varieties of Camellia in the Garden’s 

collection which is recognised by the Australian 

Camellia Society. Camellias begin to flower in 

autumn and continue until late spring, depending 

on the species. Come and see what might look 

spectacular in your garden, and see some of the 

rarest and most spectacular varieties. This walk 

starts with a refreshing tea – leaves coming from 

Camellia sinensis.

Photo: Mali Wilson
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The Friends celebrate the 175th birthday of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne during 

2021. To celebrate the significance of one of Melbourne’s most treasured landmarks, a 
wonderful program of events has been created for you to enjoy. To easily find these events, 
simply look for the 175 Celebration logo within the Events Program.

Photo: RBGV
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Floral Workshop with 
Victoria English
Decorating with Conifers
Saturday 14 August 10am until 
2.30pm
Plant Craft Cottage enter via H Gate

Friends $125 Non-members $140

Bookings essential. Limited 
to 14 participants.

Morning Tea will be provided but 
please bring your own lunch.

Learn how to assemble evergreen 

garlands, wreaths and bowers to 

decorate your home with lush winter 

greenery. Simple techniques and 

tricks will be learnt using locally grown 

materials and we’ll discuss how to 

adapt the designs for the changing 

seasons.  Participants will take home 

a beautiful wreath they’ve made.  All 

materials supplied.

Winter Insiders’ Walk with 
Christopher Jakobi
The Story of the Birrarung
Friday 20 August at 10am
Meet at Plant Craft Cottage, 
entry Gate H

Friends only $20

Bookings essential. Limited 
to 15 participants.

Birrarung is the traditional name of the 

Yarra River which will be celebrated 

in this fabulous walk hosted by 

Christopher Jakobi, the Gardens’ 

Aborigina Programs Facilitator. Jakobi 

will take us on a walk to tell the 

Indigenous and geographical story of 

Melbourne’s beautiful Yarra river, our 

unique ecosystem that brings nature, 

culture and people together.  

Photo: Victoria English

Photo: Kate Dupleix

ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

YEARS

events

https://www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org/whats-on/
https://www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org/whats-on/


20   Botan ic  News  Winter  ‘21

with Birrarung.  The boundary and 

extent of the area shared between 

these peoples remains unclear, 

however the land holds strong 

connections for all the Traditional 

Owners and there is a long history 

of Aboriginal people living in the 

landscape. The connections of the 

Traditional Owners are to Country 

– that is to the lands and waters 

traditionally held by the tribes and 

clans . For Melbourne Gardens this 

particularly includes the higher land 

to the east and west, folding down 

to Tromgin and Birrarung.  Links 

to the surrounding landscape are 

extensive, although not all can be 

seen today. However, views from the 

high points within Melbourne Gardens 

and Government House look out to 

the Tanderrum ceremonial site to 

the north of Birrarung as well as 

surrounding high ground including 

the Dandenongs, Arthurs Seat, 

Macedon Ranges, Emerald Hill 

(South Melbourne) and Batmans Hill. 

The high point itself, now the site of 

Government House, is an important 

site to the Traditional Owners, where 

corroborees are known to have taken 

place.

From the important high ground, the 

land sloped steeply away to Tromgin, 

a rich hunting ground. Birrarung, 

later to be artificially straightened, 
wound into the Gardens following 

the sedimentary escarpment that now 

rises steeply from Alexandra Avenue 

to the Temple of the Winds. The 

original alignment of the river remains, 

being present beneath the Gardens 

as an alluvial aquifer with the river’s 

southern bank following what is now 

the northern edge of Long Island. 

A second water source in the form 

of a creek ran through the Gardens, 

flowing into Tromgin to eventually 
feed Birrarung; a natural drainage line 

which can now be seen in Fern Gully 

and at the northern end of Nymphaea 

Lily Lake. 

The indigenous landscape of 

Melbourne Gardens included the 

Ecological Vegetation Classes of 

grassy woodland on the hill tops and 

plains grassy woodland on the slopes. 

The southern bank of Birrarung was 

made up of swamp scrub, with tall 

marsh within and around Tromgin and 

riparian woodland along the Birrarung 

corridor.

 On Birrarung’s northern bank was 

damp sands herb-rich woodland. 

Together these landscapes provided 

a rich and fertile environment which 

supported the people.

 Indigenous vegetation was 

dominated by River Red Gums 

(Eucalyptus camaldulensis), Swamp 

Paperbark (Melaleuca ericifolia), 

Drooping Sheoak (Allocasuarina 
verticillata) and Kangaroo Grass 

(Themeda triandra) among other taxa. 

Remnants of some of these species 

can still be seen today. 

The site of Melbourne Gardens 

would have been a plentiful and varied 

source of food and other important 

Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria, 

its Board, Executive and staff 

acknowledge the Traditional Owners 

of Melbourne Gardens, the peoples of 

the Kulin Nation and pay our deepest 

respects to their Elders past, present 

and future. We are grateful to and 

extend our thanks for the 175 years 

of our existence to the Aboriginal 

Custodians of the lands and waters 

where RBGM are located. 

Birrarung Land

Womin djika. For millennia, the site of 

the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria 

was an important meeting place by 

the Yarra River for the Traditional 

Owners and peoples of the Kulin 

Nation.  Aboriginal history continues 

to inform the understanding of the site 

today. For 175 years, the Gardens 

have been Melbourne’s sanctuary and 

playground, and a home in the city 

for sciences including botany (plant 

sciences), astronomy, meteorology 

and timekeeping and is deeply 

ingrained in the psyche of Victorians 

as a special place.

The site of Melbourne Gardens 

and area around Birrarung (the Yarra 

River) and Tromgin (the Aboriginal 

name for the Gardens’ lagoon) is 

part of the traditional lands of the 

Aboriginal peoples, today described 

as members of the Kulin Nation 

(the Boonwurrung and Woiwurrung 

peoples). The land to the south of 

Birrarung was associated with the 

Yalukit Willam, a Boonwurrung clan, 

with Woiwurrung clans also identifying 

ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

YEARS
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Birrarung Land 
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material for Aboriginal people. It was 

abundant with water birds, fish and 
eels, a range of small to medium or 

large mammals (kangaroos, wallabies, 

possums), tubers and fruits; as well 

as useful plant fibres from rushes 
and reeds and the bark of Eucalyptus 
camaldulensis for canoes. This land 

was used by Aboriginal people for 

hunting, fishing, and ceremonial 
purposes, and was an important place 

where Aboriginal people visited, lived 

and were possibly both born and 

buried.

This life changed forever with 

the arrival of European settlers in 

1835. In 1836, a government mission 

reserve for the Aboriginal people of 

Melbourne was established on the 

south bank of the Yarra with the 

objective of ‘civilising’ and protecting 

them. This site occupied nearly 900 

acres, including north-eastern parts of 

Melbourne Gardens, and was known 

as the “Yarra Mission”. At the mission, 

administered by George Langhorne 

and his wife, Aboriginal children were 

fed, and adults were provided with 

rations in exchange for work. The 

mission operated until 1839 when 

Police Magistrate, William Lonsdale 

ordered that it be closed after an 

altercation with Langhorne. It is 

unclear where the Aboriginal people 

went upon closure of the mission, but 

some people continued to camp at 

Tromgin within the site of the present-

day Melbourne Gardens.

Land for the Gardens was reserved 

for botanic gardens purposes in 1846 

and the same year a new Aboriginal 

mission site was established on the 

Merri Creek, with many Aboriginal 

people in Melbourne moved to the 

new mission. It is likely that Aboriginal 

people continued to camp at Tromgin 

into the 1850s as it was an established 

camping site, and away from the 

CBD, where Aboriginal people 

were discouraged. By the 1850s 

the number of Aboriginal people in 

Melbourne had fallen dramatically, 

and the Woiwurrung and Boonwurrung 

peoples were relocated elsewhere. In 

1863, after the failure of an Aboriginal 

reserve at Acheron, a large area near 

Healesville known as Coranderrk 

was selected and set aside for an 

Aboriginal reserve. Among those who 

settled there was William Barak, who 

had attended Langhorne’s school at 

the Melbourne mission.

Following the Yarra Improvement 

Act 1896, intended to reduce damage 

caused by flooding, the course of the 
Yarra River was straightened. This 

enabled the acquisition of a large 

portion of land to the north side of the 

Gardens, and the main lagoon to be 

separated from the river to form an 

enclosed lake. Through this process 

much of the native vegetation and 

landscape was lost, although today 

a small number of ancient River Red 

Gums (Eucalyptus camaldulensis) 

and thickets of Swamp Paperbark 

(Melaleuca ericifolia) survive. As the 

land now occupied by Melbourne 

Gardens and Domain Parklands 

remained undeveloped for many 

decades, it continued to be used by 

the Aboriginal people for much longer 

than most places in central Melbourne. 

To this day, the Gardens continue to 

represent a remnant, albeit an altered 

one of the Aboriginal landscape 

and a link to past Aboriginal land 

use. The Aboriginal Heritage Values 

document, commissioned by Royal 

Botanic Gardens Victoria in 2017 and 

developed in consultation with the 

Traditional Owners, identifies these 
associations and paints a strong 

picture of a living landscape with 

ongoing connections to Country for 

the Woiwurrung and Boonwurrung 

peoples. 

The European colonisation 

of Australia corresponded with 

a time of increased botanical and 

horticultural interest within the British 

Empire. Previously unknown species 

of plants were being collected 

from newly discovered areas of the 

world and botanic gardens were 

being established as adjuncts to 

educational institutions in England 

(at Oxford) and on the Continent 

(Padua). With the abundance of 

new species being introduced to 

horticulture, plant collection and 

display, especially of the new and 

unusual, became somewhat of a 

British national passion; nowhere was 

this passion more publicly displayed 

than in botanic gardens. In the south 

of England this enthusiasm for plant 

collection centred around Kew, 

encouraged by Royal patronage. By 

the time of European settlement of 

Australia, Kew Gardens had become 

a scientific centre, spurred on by 
both economic and scientific pursuits. 
The influence of what became Royal 
Botanic Gardens Kew was critical in 

the establishment of botanic gardens 

in Australia and by the 1850s major 

botanic gardens had been developed 

in Sydney, Hobart, Melbourne and 

Brisbane. 

In their original context, botanic 

gardens were scientific centres, where 
plants were displayed according to 

various botanical systems, rather than 

as objects of ornamentation. Herbaria 

were built for the collection and 

preservation of pressed specimens, 

supplemented by botanical libraries. 

These institutions were important for 

the new colony, as they provided a 

place for the collation and description 

of Australian botanical discoveries, 

as well as centres for trialling exotic 

species of potential economic and 

agricultural importance. 

Over time, and especially in the 

Australian context, botanic gardens 

developed a secondary function as 

places for public use and enjoyment. 

As the industrial revolution led to cities 

becoming increasingly overcrowded 

and unhealthy, new ideas emerged 

about the importance of providing 

parkland for the recreation of the 

people. Green spaces were seen 

to have moral and health benefits, 
providing respite from the polluted 

and crowded cities and places where 

everyone could mix freely. 

The result of this 19th century 

emphasis on public parkland can 

be seen throughout Australia, and in 

Melbourne’s inner ring of public parks. 

The design of Melbourne Gardens 

represents the culmination of this way 

of thinking, where Ferdinand Mueller’s 

rigid scientific layout was remodelled 
by William Guilfoyle into a picturesque 

landscape that merged both scientific 
function with public enjoyment.

(Extract from the Executive Summary of 
Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria Melbourne 

Gardens Master Plan 2020–2040).

Birrarung Land
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Baron Ferdinand von 
Mueller’s vision for 
the Melbourne Botanic 
Gardens
Anyone who wants insight into Baron 

Ferdinand von Mueller’s design of the 

Melbourne Botanic Gardens can refer 

to a map drawn under his direction in 

1865 (see detail fig. 1). 

Eight years into his sixteen year 

tenure as director, he commissioned 

it to summarise his numerous 

improvements in a form that could 

be presented to Parliament and to 

the public of the colony of Victoria. 

Like the mind of the man himself, the 

map was packed with information, 

delineating in minute text the various 

pathways, buildings, garden beds, 

water bodies, plants and so on for 

which he was responsible.

In the lead up to Mueller’s 

appointment as Director in 1857, 

prominent residents of Melbourne 

had been agitating for a ‘scientific’ 
botanic garden. Mueller was regarded 

as an ideal candidate because he 

was a university trained Botanist with 

a growing reputation as an explorer. 

The aims of a botanic garden, as 

he defined them, were to educate 
the public about botany, to introduce 

exotic plants for agricultural and 

horticultural purposes, to conduct 

research into native plants, and to 

provide space for healthy recreation. 

No mention was made in this list of 

‘landscape design’, although there 

is no doubt that Mueller believed 

his gardens could be scientific and 
beautiful.

Despite Mueller’s intentions for 

his 1865 map, its complexity makes 

it difficult for viewers to grasp his 

overall vision for the Gardens and 

their immediate surrounds and to 

assess it critically. We are not helped 

by existing historical accounts that 

often view Mueller’s achievements 

through the distorting lens of critics 

in the final years of his Directorship, 
or through the eyes of his successor 

William Guilfoyle. In a history of the 

Gardens published in 1982, R. T. M. 

Pescott claimed that ‘to the uninitiated’ 

Mueller’s gardens ‘looked dull and 

unplanned’, only to suggest a few 

lines later that they were a place 

where ‘aesthetic concerns gave way 

to scientific exactitude.’
As if anticipating the challenges 

of communicating his vision, Mueller 

identified a handful of his ‘proudest’ 
garden features in letters and reports. 

While these were all standard 

expressions of the horticultural 

vernacular of the mid nineteenth 

century, in introducing them to the 

Melbourne Botanic Gardens, Mueller 

combined ideas of decoration with the 

provision of resources needed by a 

developing settler society.

The first of these features was an 
aviary—a common structure in public 

gardens of the mid nineteenth century. 

Situated in what is now the Fern Gully, 

Mueller’s aviary was built in the late 

1850s as part of a joint project with the 

Royal Society of Victoria to introduce Figure. 1

Figure. 2

Title: [Portrait of Ferdinand von Mueller]  
Source: National Library of Norway.  

Photograph: Johnstone O’Shannessey & Co.  
Date: ca. 1880-1890

Baron von Mueller
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Figure. 3 Figure. 4

Figure. 5

Baron von Mueller

European song birds into Australia. This 

combination of curiosity and nostalgia 

appealed to many homesick Britons in 

Melbourne society, and successfully 

demonstrated that exotic birds such 

as blackbirds could acclimatise to life 

in Victoria. The aviary had two canvas 

covered wings, separated by a bridge 

and a bower, although birds could 

cross between the wings under the 

bridge (fig. 2).
The second of Mueller’s proudest 

achievements was the flowering of 
Victoria amazonica, the largest waterlily 

in the world (fig. 3).  Indigenous to 
the Amazon River basin, this waterlily 

became a trophy plant in northern 

hemisphere glasshouses in the 1840s 

because it was spectacular, rare and 

expensive to grow. Using his extensive 

international contacts, Mueller was 

able to obtain seeds, and one of 

his unostentatious glasshouses in the 

Melbourne Botanic Gardens became 

the first place in Australia to grow the 
waterlily in 1867. This feat brought 

great praise for Mueller’s directorship, 

attracting widespread news coverage 

and boosting visitor numbers.

The third proud achievement was 

a pinetum—a collection of conifers on 

what is now the Hopetoun Lawn. 

In fig. 4 you can see a line of young 
trees heading east down toward the 

lagoon. Mueller considered conifers 

to be beautiful and useful trees and 

hoped to inspire fellow-Victorians to 

grow them in their own gardens, to use 

them as street trees and in plantations 

for timber. After Guilfoyle took over 

as director, he famously relocated a 

number of the mature trees to other 

parts of the ground.

The fourth and final of Mueller’s 
proudest achievements was a fountain 

or geyser (fig. 5).
 This was something that only 

became possible when the Gardens 

were attached to the Yan Yean water 

supply in 1864. Installed on an island 

in the lagoon, the geyser could spout a 

jet of water about 50 feet or 15 metres 

into the air. Mueller considered that the 

geyser brought movement and beauty 

to the landscape. Unfortunately, water 

pressure to the Gardens dropped as 

Melbourne developed, and by 1868 

he was no longer able to operate the 

geyser. No other subsequent Director 

has installed a similar feature.

The present day landscape at the 

Melbourne Botanic Gardens is the work 

of many hands, and only remnants 

of Mueller’s distinctive contributions 

are still visible. In the decades since 

his Directorship, public expectations 

about the aims of a botanic garden 

continued and continue to change, 

and now include requests to grow 

rare native plants, to respond to 

climate change and to reconcile with 

the people of Australia’s First Nations. 

Nevertheless, science and Mueller’s 

original aims all remain central to the 

current successful functioning of the 

Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria.

Dr Sara Maroske
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The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens 

Melbourne host the largest botanical art 

program in Australia. Our botanic art 

classes and workshops are offered to 

Friends of the Botanic Gardens and are 

presented by local and internationally 

recognised tutors.

The Friends offer botanic art classes 

catering for all skill levels ranging from 

beginners to advanced students, 

enabling students to develop a wide 

range of skills and opportunities to 

progress to advanced levels. Classes 

run seven days a week during the school 

term and include evening and weekend 

classes thereby providing a suitable time 

for everyone to participate. 

The Friends Botanical Art Program 

also has a group of accomplished 

artists who meet weekly to share 

ideas and support each other without 

a tutor. This group, the Whirlies, have 

created individual artworks for collative 

exhibitions and publications.

Classes

Term 2 art classes commenced on 

26 April 2021.  We were delighted to 

advise our students, with the COVID-19 

restrictions easing, that we were able to 

return to face-to-face classes in Domain 

House.

Many of our local students were very 

keen to return to the classroom. However, 

over the past year our online classes 

attracted a strong following of interstate 

and international students, together with 

local students. Consequently, going 

forward we are offering a comprehensive 

program including some classroom and 

online options together with a hybrid 

option which  combines online classes 

with some face-to-face meetings during 

the term which will enable some individual 

review and feedback on students works.

Classes will be held over an 8-week 

term with face-to-face classes 2.5 or 

3 hours and online classes two hours 

in duration unless otherwise specified 
below. 

FACE-TO-FACE at Domain House 

Gallery 1

• Monday 9.30am-12.30pm and 

1-4pm (Experienced Beginner/

Intermediate) with Kate Nolan – over 

6 weeks

• Wednesday 10am-12.30pm 

(Advanced level) with Dianne Emery

• Friday 10.30am-1.30pm 

(Intermediate level/Advanced) with 

Dianne Emery

• Sunday 10am – 3.30pm 

(Intermediate/Advanced) with John 

Pastoriza-Piñol presented fortnightly 

from 9 May. 

HYBRID: 6 x online classes plus 2 

classes in Domain House, Gallery 1

• Wednesday 1-3pm (Intermediate/

Advanced level) with Dianne Emery

ONLINE via Zoom

• Tuesday 6-8pm (Beginner/

Intermediate level) with David 

Reynolds

• Thursday 5-7pm (Intermediate level) 

with John Pastoriza-Piñol

• Saturday 10am – 12.30pm over the 

first four weeks then 10am- 12pm 
for the final three weeks (Beginner/
Intermediate level) with David 

Reynolds 

• Saturday 1-3pm (Ongoing 

Beginners for those just completing 

a Beginners’ Workshop) with 

Amanda Ahmed

• Sunday 2-4pm (Beginner – 

Intermediate level) with Dianne 

Emery 

• We strongly recommend students 

without prior experience in botanical 

illustration complete a Beginners’ 

Workshop before entering term 

classes.

Workshops

Beginners’ Workshops

Amanda Ahmed will present 

Beginners’ Workshops at the following 

times:

• Wednesdays 6-8.30pm (online)

• Saturdays 10am-3.30pm, (face-

to-face) x 4 weeks, presented 

fortnightly from 2 May

Specialist Art Workshops

Specialist workshops are also held 

throughout the year and are presented 

by leading Australian artists, including 

our own tutors, as well as international 

artists. Plans for specialist workshops 

are being developed for the Winter 

term break. Further information will be 

provided in the Friends eNews.

Our Tutors
Our tutors, Amanda Ahmed, Dianne 

Emery, John Pastoriza-Piñol and David 

Reynolds are all very experienced 

tutors and highly acclaimed botanical 

artists in their own right. 

We are also delighted to introduce 

Kate Nolan as a tutor this term. 

Kate brings a diverse set of skills 

and experience to our art program. 

She has worked professionally as a 

scientific and natural history illustrator 
and is a very experienced tutor. She 

has produced scientific illustrations 
for private clients and public agencies 

Artist: Kate Nolan, Hydrangea macrophylla

illustrators
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Yarra Trams partnership 
transports the beauty of 
the Gardens to the burbs
After a year of disrupted travel, Yarra 

Trams is transporting the beauty 

of Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria 

into the suburbs. An eye-catching  

Gardens branded tram, featuring 

happy picnickers, plants and 

animals, has been unveiled to help 

encourage people to spend more  

time in nature, thanks to Yarra Trams’ 

Community Partnerships Program. 

The tram wrap is part of Royal 

Botanic Gardens Victoria’s 175th 

Anniversary campaign, which aims to 

inspire people to engage and protect 

nature. The concept was developed 

by Melbourne agency, Hard Hat and 

designed by Melbourne based artist, 

Annie Davidson who drew on her 

personal knowledge of the gardens 

to create an eye-catching artwork 

that commemorates the wonderful 

memories many Victorians have made 

with loved ones at the Gardens.

“Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria’s 

175th milestone year is a great 

opportunity for people to get back into 

all of Melbourne’s beautiful gardens, 

to enjoy their restorative and health-

giving benefits,” says Tim Entwisle, 
Director and Chief Executive, Royal 

Botanic Gardens Victoria. “I was 

thrilled we were chosen to be featured 

on this tram - perhaps it will encourage 

people back onto public transport as 

well as taking a visit to our stunning 

botanic gardens at Melbourne and 

Cranbourne.”

“The Yarra Trams Community 

Partnerships Program provides inkind 

advertising every year to community 

organisations. The program theme 

this year was ‘A more sustainable 

Melbourne’. Each partner will 

deliver important messages about 

sustainability messages out on a 

moving billboard for Melbourne to 

see.”

The tram travels Route 48 or 109 until 

25 May 2021.

Maraika van Wessem, 

Communications and  

Media Advisor,  

Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria

Communications@rbgvic.gov.au

such as the Museum of Victoria. 

Her illustrations are presented 

in several publications including 

Lonely Planet travel guides and 

other books. Kate has taught master 

classes in specialised aspects of 

botanical illustration at a variety 

of venues including TAFE, private 

groups, and the Royal Botanic 

Gardens of Sydney and Melbourne.

Kate is a regular exhibitor at 

botanical art and natural history art 

exhibitions including the Sydney 

and Melbourne Royal Botanic 

Garden art exhibitions and has 

won numerous awards and has 

received wider recognition for 

her botanical and natural history 

illustrations. Kate’s work can be 

seen on Instagram at katenolanart.

You can find more information 
on our art program and out 

tutors on our web page www.

rbgfriendsmelbourne.org/friends-

art-program/meet-our-tutors/

The Whirlies

The Whirlies will also be returning 

to Domain House for their Tuesday 

meetings. They are currently 

planning for the Acacia Exhibition 

which will to be held at the Visitor 

Centre coincident with Wattle 

Day September 1st, 2021. This 

exhibition of rare and endangered 

Acacias, encapsulates a body 

of work completed in early 2020, 

was postponed due to COVID 

restrictions. The Whirlies will also 

publish a book from the exhibition.

Exhibitions

Exhibitions Plans for The Art of 

Botanical Illustration 2022 are 

underway. The Royal Botanic 

Gardens Melbourne are hosting 

the 7th Global Botanic Garden 

Congress 26th - 30th September 

2022. TABI 2022 will overlap with the 

Congress and we plan to present a 

number of works which reflect key 
themes of the Congress including 

some rare and endangered species 

held at our Gardens and plants that 

thrive in arid and dry conditions 

and wetlands.

Sue Foran 
Convener

Botanic Gardens on wheels
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photo group 
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In the early months of 2021 the Photo Group 

tackled two very different themes, each 

designed to challenge and improve our 

photographic skills while spending time in 

the beautiful RBG Melbourne.

In January our theme was ‘Just Green’.  

This meant we had to turn our attention 

away from flowers and blossoms with their 
mix of showy colours and look at the many 

subtle shades of green, as well as the 

shapes, patterns and textures within the 

green. 

In March we were fortunate to have 

Friends President and Photo Group 

member, Lynsey Poore lead us on 

a guided walk around the Long Island 

area of the Gardens. Having gained a 

deeper understanding of this area, we 

experimented with taking photographs of 

still water, birds, bugs and insects. 

A small selection of the results of group 

members’ endeavours in January and 

March are shown here. More examples can 

be found on the Photo Group flickr page 
at  www.flickr.com/groups/photo_group_
frbgm/ Next we will be out and about in the 

Gardens enjoying the autumn colours and 

taking lots of photos of course! 
Jane Bennett 

Convener

Garry Warne Photo: Liz Cooper

Photo: Diana Barry



Calendar

Note:  The Friends’ Inclement Weather Policy states that outdoor events may 

be cancelled and the Nursery will not be open for sales if the temperature is 

predicted to be 33oC or above.

Development 

of the new 

Sensory Garden

Restored Nareeb Gates

In 2020 the Friends’ Trust Fund supported projects 

delivering positive impacts including:

• Fulfillment of $200,000 contribution to 
development of new Sensory Garden

• Supporting the visitor experience through the 
purchase of two new Garden Explorer vehicles

• Continued investment in valuable research 
including the 2020/2021 Helen McLellan 

Research Grant

• Funding the installation of two new drinking 
fountains in the Gardens 

• Maintaining the historical treasures of the 
Gardens through repairs to Plant Craft Cottage 
and Nareeb Gates 

• Research grant and scholarships to RBGV staff 
providing opportunities to continue significant 
ongoing research, learn and participate in 
training to further develop their skills and 
knowledge.

to support the Friends’ Trust Fund Annual Appeal

DONATE TODAY

ANNUAL TRUST FUND APPEAL

www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org or phone (03) 9650 6398

DONATE TODAY

June

9 
Morning Ramble at the NGV  
She-Oak and Sunlight: Australian Impressionism

p13

15
Talking at Mueller Hall with Cathy Trinca  
Historic Buildings and Shelters

p13

19 Workshop with Jodie Goldring Twined Fish p14

22  The Gardens House gardens Walk p14

July

1
Self-Drive Day Trip 
Yarra Valley Winter Treat

p15

6
Free Guided Tour 
Government House Gardens Tour

p15

8
Talking Online with Simon Griffiths 
Garden Love

p16

14
Talking at Mueller Hall with Sue Broadbent 
Untapped Uzbekistan

p16

23
Insiders’ Walk  
Curiosities and Wonders of the Gardens

p17

29
Celebrating 175 Years Talk with Alison Vaughan 
Celebrating our Herbarium

p17

August

3
Insiders’ Walk 
Tea and Camellias

p18

5
Talking at Mueller Hall with Mali Wilson 
Celebrating 40 Years of our RBGVM Guides

p18

14
Floral Workshop with Victoria English 
Decorating with Conifers

p19

20
Insiders’ Walk  
The Story of the Birrarung

p19


