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 Women of the Gardens  Garden Explorers
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Pre-Loved GardenPre-Loved Garden
 

Book SaleBook Sale
Saturday 2 and  

Sunday 3 October

10am – 3pm
Mueller Hall, Royal Botanic Gardens  
Melbourne

Entry via Gate F

Join us at our big Pre-Loved  
Garden Book Sale.  

Grow your gardening library  
with pre-loved garden books including 
treasured and specialty books  
at fabulous prices.

We welcome your donation for this sale of 
pre-loved books on gardens, gardening, 
horticulture, botanic art and related subjects.    

Donations will be gratefully accepted  
prior to 1 Oct. Please contact  
events@frbgmelb.org.au to  
arrange drop off/collection. 
All funds raised support the  
Friends of the Royal Botanic  
Garden Melbourne.
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Welcome to the Spring edition of Botanic News. I know most 

of you like the magazine to dip in and out of and read the 

stories at one’s leisure. The Winter edition was a bumper one 

with many interesting stories so we must congratulate our 

editor Corinne Yee and her team.

The Friends are celebrating the 175th anniversary of our 

wonderful world-class Gardens. We must thank the Events 

Committee for arranging such a comprehensive programme 

and there is more to come in the following months, so browse 

the web site and e-news for further events and information.

Continuing our theme of highlighting the history of the 

Gardens, Cathy Trinca presented a marvellous overview 

of the history of the Gardens and outlined all the historic 

buildings and bridges. If you missed her presentation the 

Zoom session was recorded and will be uploaded to our 

website for viewing this season. 

The Plant Craft Cottage was the venue for two recent 

events, the first to welcome our new members. Afterwards 
Sue Broadbent and I took the new members to see the 

Sensory Garden which the Friends largely funded. The 

second occasion was to thank all our volunteers for their 

much appreciated and valuable support and help. We were 

honoured to have two board members of the RBGV at the 

event, Mrs Chris Trotman and Mr Tim Jacobs who joined to 

see the presentation of the inaugural Tim Entwisle medallions 

to Cathy Trinca and Michael Hare.

The Gardens House was a lovely location for a Mothers’ 

Day luncheon where Mary Ward gave us an illuminating talk 

on three influential women who have graced our Gardens, 
Grace Arthur, Ellis Rowan and Terry Smyth. See Mary’s article 

in this issue.

For 2021 our Trust funds will go to a new change room in the 

Visitors Centre which is a government requirement for disabled 

people, a new gate for access into the Friends’ Nursery and a 

new pod for the Garden Ambassadors as it is an integral part 

of the volunteering and engagement with the public.

I hope many of you have seen the two new Explorer buses 

that have finally been ‘wrapped’ in their new livery. The blue 
colour stands out and of course our logo is visible to announce 

to the public that we funded the two vehicles.

And lastly a lovely story to relate. Recently I hosted a 

walk to see the marvellous secret garden around Gardens 

House. I was honoured to have Mrs Sylvia Churchill to join 

my walk. Sylvia is the wife of a previous Director, the late Dr 

David Churchill, who lived there for twenty years. As you can 

imagine she regaled us with marvellous stories about life in 

the house. One of them was that they kept fox cubs under 

the house as they had chickens in the vegetable garden. 

She has very generously given us a large folder with material 

about the Plant Craft Cottage and the beginning of the Friends 

and Guides as well. This will be most useful for the 40th 

anniversary of the Guides and the Plant Craft Cottage later this 

year and of the Friends next year.

The Gardens are always a delight in spring to see new 

growth.Thank you all again for supporting the Friends. 

Lynsey Poore

President

1 New members 
enjoying walk in the 
Sensory Garden with 
Lynsey Poore and Mali 
Wilson.

Photo: Sue Broadbent

2-5 Friends’ Volunteer 
Community at 
the 2021 Friends’ 
Volunteer Week 
Celebration.

Photos: Jill Scown

Cover Image:  

Acacia argyrophylla 

by Audrey Baillie 

from the president
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Passionate Friend 
Membership

Next time you renew your 

membership would you like your 

support to go even further?  Have you 

considered becoming a Passionate 

Friend?  

A Passionate Friend membership 

costs $125 and gives you all of the 

member benefits:
• Free quarterly Botanic News 

magazines and regular eNews 

updates

• Access to special Member-only 

events

• Discounts on Friends’ walks, talks, 

events and merchandise

• Discounts at weekly Growing 

Friends’ and Autumn and Spring 

plant sales

• Discounts in Royal Botanic 

Gardens shops and cafes, on 

selected tours and events and on 

the Garden Explorer

• Discounts at selected external 

organisations 

• Opportunities to join a Member-

only group such as Photography, 

Plant Crafts and Botanical Art 

classes

• Opportunities to volunteer in 

various roles

•  it includes a $55 tax-

deductible donation to the Friends’ 

Trust Fund. This Fund provides 

grants each year in support of 

projects in the RBGV, Melbourne 

Gardens. Recent grants have 

gone towards the beautiful new 

Sensory Garden, two new Garden 

Explorer buses and new drinking 

fountains.  

In the past, money from the Fund 

has supported projects such as 

the Fern Gully Boardwalk and the 

redevelopment of Guilfoyle’s Volcano.  

Money from this Fund also provides 

Research Grants and Scholarships for 

scientists and staff across the Royal 

Botanic Gardens Victoria.

If you would like to become a 

Passionate Friend and see your support 

go further, then please call the Friends’ 

Office on (03) 9650 6398 so we can 
organise everything for you.

JUST LAUNCHING 
Platinum Friend 
Membership 

This new membership opportunity will 

appeal to those members who wish to 

give more.  

• Platinum membership costs $250 

and offers the usual member 

benefits
•  it includes a $180 tax-

deductible donation to the Friends’ 

Trust Fund.

If you would like to become a Platinum 

Friend and give the Gardens even more 

support, then please call the Friends’ 

Office on (03) 9650 6398.

Photos by Jill Scown and Victoria English

members
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Climate Change Alliance of 
Botanic Gardens - Update
In the two and half years since its 

foundation at RBG Melbourne, the 

Climate Change Alliance of Botanic 

Gardens (CCABG) has grown 

significantly from the 13 founding 
members and is now an international 

collaboration with over 350 

organisation members who represent 

90 countries around the world.

The Alliance brings together 

botanic organisations and friends to 

take action to protect and enable 

adaptation of botanic landscapes in a 

changing climate. We see the Alliance 

as a living system that supports itself 

and other members - it’s about people, 

relationships and working together for 

more resilient botanical organisations 

and successful succession of our 

treasured landscapes.

The primary benefits of the Alliance 
include:

• a Landscape Succession Strategy 

model 

• Climate Risk Assessment Tool for 

managing plant collections and 

landscapes

• access to unique professional 

development and networking 

opportunities

• support of a Collective Global 

Alliance to respond to the impacts 

of Climate Change

• profile as a leader in climate 
change action

• plant information exchange and 

sharing of collective expertise in 

managing plant collections and 

landscapes SANBI (South Africa)

Real Jardín Botánico Madrid

Map of the Members of the Climate Change Alliance of Botanic Gardens

from the gardens
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• sharing of current activity and 

learnings around implementing a 

Landscape Succession Strategy

A current project of the Alliance, 

in partnership with RBGV, Botanic 

Gardens Conservation International 

(BGCI), International Association 

of Botanic Gardens (IABG) and the 

University of Tasmania, is the Climate 

Risk Assessment Tool. The tool, in 

the final stages of development, will 
provide tailored information to support 

decision-making regarding the 

protection and management of living 

collections with a focus on trees.

By selecting a species or uploading 

plant lists, the user can gauge the 

potential for these plants to perform 

under future climate conditions. The 

tool compares species occurrences 

in other geographical locations under 

different climatic conditions. These 

queries can be customised to the 

user’s specific botanic garden with 
the choice of applying two different 

emissions models.  

This enables botanic gardens 

to safeguard their living collections 

and bolster the resilience of their 

landscapes with proactive decision 

making and management strategies. 

The tool can also be used for informing 

plant selection, the development 

of new living plant collections, and 

support plant conservation programs 

that network the curation of threatened 

species in different locations.

Recently, two CCABG online 

workshops were held for the founding 

partners and a couple of special 

guests. The workshops resulted in a 

new roadmap for the Alliance for the 

next 18 months as we build towards 

the 7th Global Botanic Gardens 

Congress in Melbourne in September 

2022. The congress presents an 

excellent opportunity to showcase 

the success of the Alliance and its 

members and I’m confident that it will 
be a great success and another major 

milestone for the rapidly developing 

network.

Chris Cole 
Executive Director  

Melbourne Gardens

“In the next 50 years, 
20-50% of current plant 

species in botanic 
gardens and urban 

landscapes will likely 
confront temperatures 

those species have never 
experienced before”

Dr David Kendal, Senior 

Lecturer in Environmental 

Mangement, 

 University of Tasmania

Botanic Garden of Buenos Aires “Carlos Thays”

UC Davis Arboretum & Public GardenMorton Arboretum

Beijing Botanical Gardens

Jerusalem Botanical Gardens

Nanshan Botanical Gardens

 from the gardens
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The Nursery
With anticipation and enjoyment 

the Growing Friends returned to the 

Nursery as a whole group in mid-

June. Unfortunately it was not all good 

news as the long period of minimal 

care and maintenance of the plants 

and the Nursery caused the loss 

of many plants and a deterioration 

of some Nursery equipment. This 

however provided an opportunity to 

refurbish and revitalize some sections 

of the Nursery layout, infrastructure 

and the plant lists. The new Nursery 

entrance will further add to these 

improvements allowing the return of 

Friday Open Days.

Prior to the introduction of the 

restrictions associated with COVID-

19 a number of new plant species 

had been introduced into limited 

propagation, particularly of camellias, 

vireyas and succulents. The photos 

illustrate some of new plants.  These 

plants, together with those which 

had weathered the long isolation, 

formed part of the significant stock 
replacement program which was 

necessary when the Growing Friends 

returned to the Nursery.

It is now two years since the last 

Growing Friends public plant sale so 

the sale in seven weeks’ time marks 

a RETURN. It will be spectacular 

not only because a number of new 

species will be featured (check 

the catalogue online about a week 

before the sale) but also because 

there will be displays and sales of 

the merchandise produced by other 

Melbourne Friends groups. While the 

Sale will be held in the usual location 

on the Acmena Lawn, inside Gate E 

of the Gardens, a new layout for the 

plants has been devised to allow for 

the trees in the lawn area.

Spring Plant Sale will be on

• Saturday 16 October 2021, 10am 
till 4pm,

• Sunday 17 October 2021, 10am 
till 3pm.

Michael Hare  
Convener

Vireya Sarah Ormiston

Camellia lapidea

Camellia japonica ‘Miken Jacku’

growing friends
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The Friends’ Hub at the 
Plant Craft Cottage
The Spring of 2021 welcomes a new 

chapter for the Plant Craft Cottage.

The PCC finally hopes to open to 
the public in August after a long period 

of closure due to Covid-19. At the 

moment, the Cottage expects to be 

open Thursday to Saturday (10am-3pm) 

each week. Craft groups also expect 

to reconnect in August with Natural 

Dye, Basketry and Pot Pourri confirming 
continuance.

The Garden Group returned earlier 

in the year and made huge progress 

restoring the Cottage garden to its 

former glory. While a lot of hard work 

has been involved, the garden is looking 

wonderful and is such a great asset for 

the Cottage. 

The Garden Group is embarking on 

a number of projects which involve 

creating a Census of the garden and 

using journals of the garden over its life. 

They will be recreating and improving 

on the content of the garden.

The Garden Journals are a written 

and photographic record of the 

evolution of the garden around Plant 

Craft Cottage from the earliest days at 

the Cottage. The Census plant list was 

created by Christine Trumble, a garden 

volunteer, who conducted a Census of 

the plants, and it will be used to confirm 
if the plants are in the garden and in 

the RBG Census. It will help with the 

completion of a plan of the garden.

Species identification is required 
to complete the plan as accurate 

identification helps with the care and 
maintenance of the garden. It will also 

guide future planting and propagation 

for the garden. 

We hope to start new projects at 

the Cottage which may include new 

Projects could include stories from the 

past, a guided visit for visitors to the 

garden, and as a result recognition for 

a great job well done by the volunteers.

Cathy Trinca and Sue Broadbent   
PCC Conveners

Image of part of the plan of the garden in front of the Cottage 
and shows plants and grouping of plants in this space.

Plan- Main Garden PCC by Francisca Alliende

plant craft
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Garden Explorers 
A ride in one of the Garden Explorers 

is not to be missed! There are few 

better ways to enjoy a comprehensive 

tour of the Melbourne Gardens than 

sitting back comfortably, listening to 

informative commentary as you move 

quietly around the paths soaking up 

the beautiful views.

A grant from the Friends’ Trust Fund in 

2019/2020 of $61,000 was provided 

to purchase two new Explorer 

vehicles for the Melbourne Gardens. 

Another $8,500 was provided to have 

them decorated in eye-catching 

‘skins’. With all the ups and downs 
of the past 18 months or so, it has 

taken a while for these splendid new 

additions to visitor experience in the 

Gardens to be able to make their 

mark as a regular feature. Now you 

can easily spot them out and about 

in their colourful Melbourne Gardens 

blue livery, so come and explore!

My recent circuit with Verity at the wheel 

was very enjoyable and interesting. I 

walk through the Gardens regularly 

and feel I know them pretty well, 

but sitting in the Explorer as Verity 

talked about many of the Gardens’ 

special plants and stories gave me a 

different perspective. Highlights will 

vary according to the seasons, but 

my trip was on a calm, chilly early 

winter’s day. The starting point was 

the path alongside the Oak Lawn, by 

the Guilfoyle Memorial, and there is 

nothing like seeing people sitting in 

a vehicle to garner extra interest from 

passers-by!

After an introductory welcome and 

some RBG history, we set off along 

the Australian Forest Walk. We saw 

the decorative fruit on the Blue 

Oliveberry, but look out for its pretty 

frilly flowers in spring and summer. 
We cruised on past the stately 

Queensland Kauri with its artist 

palette-patterned bark and down 

the hill to the Camellia Collection, 

coming into its winter best to both 

sides of the bus. Then it was down 

to the low point of the Gardens 

by the magnificent Montezuma Bald 
Cypress and the Sensory Garden – 

being enjoyed by visitors as usual.

After a circuit of Fern Gully we 

continued up the hill, past the New All photos: Mary Ward

trust fund
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Zealand Collection and the spreading 

branches of the two kanookas, to 

reach D Gate. A route made easy with 

the help of the Explorer’s powerful 

batteries. There we turned to stop at 

the highest point of the Gardens, by 

Guilfoyle’s Volcano and the fabulous 

Arid Garden. The views across the 

Eastern Lawn are always worth the 

walk, but to move from bottom to top 

without any hint of puffing, wonderful. 
My companions on the day included 

two pre-schoolers visiting with their 

grandparents and the chance to 

travel in style meant they probably 

saw much more without any dragging 

of tiny feet.

From the heights of the Eastern Lawn 

we headed down past the Green 

Waste centre to the Separation 

Tree. Then around to the northern 

path, with views of the Ornamental 

Lake and the delightful scent of the 

flowering honeysuckle near A Gate. 
There are plants to look at and stories 

to listen to all along the route but, 

with the first flowers of the Japanese 
Flowering Apricot just appearing, the 

Southern China Collection will soon 

be bursting with interest.

And so it was back up the hill again, 

past the Hopetoun Lawn, Gardens 

House and the Perennial Border, to 

our starting point at Oak Lawn. In 

all, a trip of around 30 minutes with 

a large part of the Gardens viewed. 

The Explorers make six trips a day, 

three in the morning at 45-minute 

intervals from 11am and another 

three in the afternoon from 1:45pm. 

Seats can be booked online via the 

RBG website if you want to secure a 

spot in advance, or are coming with 

a group of friends or family. Tickets 

can also be purchased on a walk-up 

basis. Adults pay $10 but members 

of the Friends pay the Concession 

rate of $8. Children aged 5-17 are $5 

and under 5s are free, which makes 

it a great outing for the younger 

members of the family.

So whether you are 2 or 102, get 

that holiday feel with your next visit 

to the Gardens. Join Verity or one of 

the other drivers and feel that little 

bit special as you glide past other 

visitors. Be sure to give them a wave!

Mary Ward

Mrs Chris Trotman, Chair RBGV Board, Mr Michael Hare, Ms Cathy Trinca, 
Prof. Tim Entwisle. Photo by Jill Scown

Recognising our Volunteers
Our volunteers are a vital part of the Friends. Your contributions, no matter how 

big or how small, are all gratefully received and volunteers reaching certain 

milestones are acknowledged at the AGM with the presentation of Volunteer 

Service Awards. Last year however, the Friends’ Council looked for an extra 

way to recognise the extraordinary contribution to the Friends made by some 

of our members. 

Those of you who were present at our morning tea at the Cottage during 

Volunteer Week in May, would have had the pleasure of seeing the first two 
recipients of our new Entwisle Medal receive their awards. Lynsey Poore, 

in her President’s column in the last issue of Botanic News, gave you some 

background to the contributions made by Michael Hare and Cathy Trinca over 

the years but, at the risk of embarrassing them both, I shall cover it again. 

Michael joined the Friends in 2007 and took over the role of Convenor 

of the Growing Friends two years later. His commitment to and work for the 

group has continued unabated, even through recent trying times. Under 

his leadership, the Growing Friends have seen essential developments 

undertaken in the Friends’ nursery and a consistent growth in the success of 

the major biannual plant sales. These sales, apart from providing important 

revenue, create an important opportunity to market the Friends and grow 

memberships, and Michael’s standing within the RBG and broader nursery 

trade community has benefitted the Friends enormously.
Cathy has been a member of the Friends since 1997 and her contribution 

has been truly outstanding. She has been a driving force on Council and 

on Operations committees over all these years, including representing the 

Friends as President and as Vice President - twice. She has convened the 

Marketing and Events committees and managed our website and social 

media. More recently, she has been instrumental in the revamping of the Plant 

Craft Cottage, an essential part of our post-COVID return. 

The concept of having a medallion to present for exceptional services to 

the Friends was suggested to Council early in 2020 and the final result was 
agreed to by a vote of members at the AGM in November 2020. We wanted 

the option of something tangible, something permanent that could perhaps 

become a family keepsake. A medallion in an attractive presentation case was 

decided on, with the logo of the Friends on one side and the recipient’s name 

on the other. As this was a new form of recognition, RBGV Director and Chief 

Executive, Professor Tim Entwisle, who is also a world expert in freshwater 

algae, was asked if he would consent to his name being used for the award. 

We are delighted to now have the Friends’ Entwisle Medal to present.  

A list of guidelines is applied when considering a member for the medal 

but, above all, it is awarded in recognition of outstanding benefits and 
services to the RBGV or the Friends. The first two recipients have certainly 
demonstrated that

Mary Ward 

volunteers
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Talking at Mueller with Neville Walsh
Celebrating, understanding and 

protecting rare wattles
Wednesday 1 September at 5pm
Entry to Mueller Hall via Gate F

Refreshments from 4.30pm

In-person bookings Friends $20 Non-members $30

Online bookings Friends $10 Non-members $15

Bookings essential.

Neville Walsh, Senior Conservation Botanist at the RBGV, 

will discuss the role the RBGV plays in preserving Rare and 

Endangered species of Acacia, the government Acts that are 

currently in place to safeguard threatened species and what 

the determiners are of these threatened species that lead them 

to joining this category in Australia. 

Insider Walk
The Gardens Rare and Endangered 
Wattles
Thursday 2 September at 10am
Meet at Observatory Gate Lodge

Refreshments available from 9.45am

Friends $20 Non-members $30

Limited to 20p. Bookings essential.  

Explore the Gardens to seek out the rare and endangered 

acacia that have been beautifully illustrated by our botanical 

illustrators, the Whirlybirds, currently on show at the Visitor’s 

Centre. We’ll wander through the Exhibition first and enjoy a 

meet-and-greet with one of the artists at the Visitor’s Centre 

before we set off to find the wattles, many that will be in full 

bloom.

Stephen BywaterDavid Roberts

Friends’ Ramble at Fairview Park, 
Hawthorn
Friday 3 September at 10am
Meet at Fairview Park near BBQ

Refreshments from 10am

Friends $20 Non-members $30

Limited to 25p. Bookings essential to 

receive map/handout for the day.

Join us for Morning Tea in the beautiful surrounds of Fairview 

Park, Hawthorn to hear about the origins of this place that was 

adjacent to the original site of the Hawthorn Tea Gardens, 

where Melbournians would come by ferry up the Yarra to enjoy 

a cuppa under the shade of the tall eucalypts.  

Beginners Basketry Workshop with 
Jodie Goldring Random Weaving a Bird
Saturday 4 September 10am to 3pm
Plant Craft Cottage RBGVM enter via Gate H
Members $85 Non-Members $105

Morning tea and coffee provided.  BYO lunch. 

Limited to 10p. Bookings essential.

Learn how to use natural plant fibre (flax) to create a bird from 

your imagination or using an image to inspire you! We will start 

with a simple framework of wire and slowly “flesh out” surfaces 

using the basketry technique known as interlacing or random 

weaving. Jodie will provide a demonstration showing how to 

collect, split, dry and rehydrate flax in preparation for weaving. 

Jodie Goldring

events
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Insider Walk The Gardens Rare and 

Endangered Wattles
Thursday 9 September at 10am 

Meet at Observatory Gate Lodge

Refreshments available from 9.45am

Friends $20 Non-members $30

Limited to 20p. Bookings essential.   

Explore the Gardens to seek out the rare and endangered 

acacia that have been beautifully illustrated by our botanical 

illustrators, the Whirlybirds, currently on show at the Visitor’s 

Centre. We’ll wander through the Exhibition first and enjoy a 

meet-and-greet with one of the artists at the Visitor’s Centre 

before we set off to find the wattles, many that will be in full 

bloom.

Stephen Bywater

Talking at Domain with Adelaide Bragg 
Bringing the Outside In
Wednesday 8 September at 5pm
Entry to Domain House via Dallas Brooks Drive

Refreshments from 4.30pm

In-person bookings Friends $20 Non-members $30

Online bookings Friends $10 Non-members $15

Bookings essential.

Our homes are the heartbeat of everything – it’s where we 

share ourselves with family and friends.   Our gardens equally 

so. When designing interiors, the connection between the 

garden and home is essential to creating a welcoming and 

relaxed space.

Lisa Cohen

Talking at Mueller with Neil Anderton
Orchids of Victoria – the weird and the 
wonderful
Friday 17 September at 10am
Entry to Mueller Hall via Gate F

Refreshments from 9.30am

In-person bookings Friends $20 Non-members $30

Online bookings Friends $10 Non-members $15 

Bookings essential.

After providing an overview of the defining features of an 

orchid, Neil Anderton, from the Australasian Native Orchid 

Society, will have a closer look at the orchids that call 

Victoria home, from the weirdly shaped Elbow Orchids, 

the stunningly beautiful epitomised by the Sun and Spider 

Orchids to the incredibly difficult to find. Neil will also cover 
a number of locations around Melbourne and environs 

where you can see orchids in their native habitat.

Talking at Mueller Indoor Gardening  with
Jason Chongue in conjunction with The 
Plant Society*
Saturday 18 September from 10.30am - 12noon
Meet at Mueller Hall, National Herbarium at 10am for

refreshments before the talk.  
$30 per person 

Bookings essential.  

Please note: Bookings to be made with The Plant Society using 

the following link and locating the specific event to be 
booked: https://www.theplantsociety.com.au/workshops

Enquiries - The Plant Society 0439 282 409 and Friends 

9650 6398

Armelle Habib

Neil Anderton

events
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Talking at Mueller with Cathy Trinca
English Country Gardens
Tuesday 21 September at 10am
Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Entry via Gate F

Refreshments available from 9.30am

In-person bookings Friends $20 Non-members $30

Online bookings Friends $10 Non-members $15

Bookings essential.

Over the last few years Cathy has visited and re-visited several 

of her favourite English country gardens. The abundance of 

early Summer is wonderful, as we will see in her images, with 

the overflowing perennial borders, fresh green foliage, peonies 

and roses in full bloom. We will also see that the importance of 

structure and design are what holds these gardens together, 

with great vistas, garden rooms and wonderful planting.

Cathy Trinca

Kids Holiday Drop-In Workshop
Make a bird feeder
Wednesday 22 September
Plant Craft Cottage entry via Gate H

Drop in 1pm to 3pm

Gold Coin to participate.

Whatever the season, there’s bound to be a few hungry birds 

in your own backyard.   The two simple designs we’ll have on 

offer (one for smaller hands to make) will satisfy their appetite 

whilst bringing the kids joy watching them enjoy their creations.

Drop in anytime during the two- hour session – we’ll have 

handouts available to help identify the birds that are likely to 

become your new neighbours.

Karen Pyke

Insider Walk - From Bushland to Botanic 

Garden
Thursday 23 September at 10am
Meet at Plant Craft Cottage (entry via Gate H)

Refreshments provided

Friends $20 members only

Limited to 20p. Bookings essential.

Mali Wilson, our RBGV Guide and fellow Friend, will take us on 

a walk around the Gardens to trace the early development of 

the Gardens from its bush beginnings to the first ornamental 

plantings.  Find out about the vegetation that existed here 

before the establishment of the Gardens and how it was used 

by the First Peoples and early settlers.

Self-Drive GardenTour
Garden Tour of Cruden Farm
Tuesday 28 September at 10am
Meet at Cruden Farm car park at 10am

Gate entry, Garden tour and Morning Tea included

Friends $60 Non-members $75

Limited to 35p. Bookings essential. 

Map and handout will be provided.

Head Gardener Mitch Burns will guide us around this 

extraordinary Langwarrin garden that was the pride and 

joy of Dame Elisabeth Murdoch, gifted to her as a wedding 

present from her husband Sir Keith Murdoch.  You’ll have 

time to wander through the gardens and appreciate the 

extraordinary efforts of many to ensure this garden remains 

one of Victoria’s finest.  A delicious picnic box will be 

enjoyed under the shade of trees.

Kath Dupleix

Monique Dieguez

events
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Kids Holiday Drop-In Workshop
Make a bee and insect hotel
Wednesday 29 September
Plant Craft Cottage entry via Gate H

Drop in 1pm to 3pm

Gold Coin to participate.

It’s our collective stewardship of our gardens that’s so 

critical to ensuring the biodiversity. Our choices also need 

to consider our garden’s wildlife so there’s enough trees and 

shrubbery to give shelter and food to the local birds, bees, 

butterflies, bugs and critters big and small and all the local 

small animals that visit.

Teens Garden Photography Workshop
Friday 1 October 
Meet at Gate F at 10.30am for two-hour walk

Friends and non-members $45

Limit 10p. Bookings essential to receive Alwyn’s handout.  

Garden photography is really just landscape photography in 

a controlled environment so all the principles of landscape 

photography apply. Come learn about ‘background 
separation’ so you can feature your blooms rather than 

what’s surrounding them. Pick up tips on how to find the 

combination of good composition and interesting light to 

ensure your photos are always eye-catching.

Alwyn Hanson

David Forbes

Insider Walk Garden Photography 
Workshop with Alwyn Hanson 
Sunday 3 October 
Meet at Gate F at 10.30am for a two-hour walk

Friends and non-members $45

Limit 10p. Bookings essential to receive Alwyn’s handout. 

Garden photography is really just landscape photography in 

a controlled environment so all the principles of landscape 

photography apply. Come learn about ‘background 
separation’ so you can feature your blooms rather than 

what’s surrounding them. Pick up tips on how to find the 

combination of good composition and interesting light to 

ensure your photos are always eye-catching.

Talking at Mueller with Charlie Carroll, 
Celebrating our Trees at the Gardens
Tuesday 5 October at 5pm
Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Entry via Gate F

Refreshments available from 4.30pm

In-person bookings Friends $20 Non-members $30

Online bookings Friends $10 Non-members $15

Bookings essential.

It’s hard not to be aware of the extraordinary number of trees 

that provide the vital element to the all-encompassing 

green infrastructure in our Gardens. as each provides 

character and a sense of space at every vista. Hear from 

Charlie Carroll, Manager Arboriculture, about lessons learnt 

in caring for the trees and the challenges that lie ahead 

in the preservation and protection of these wonderful and 

valuable species, many of which are precariously balanced 

in terms of survival. 

John Harrison

Alwyn Hanson
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A Morning Tea in Sensory Gardens
With Mary Ward
Thursday 7 October at 10am
Meet inside Gate F to ride the Garden

Explorer to our picnic spot

Friends $30 Non-members $40

Limited to 25p. Bookings essential.  

Come join us on this magical morning tour of the Friends’ most 

recent project supporting the RBGVM, the Sensory Garden. 

Immediate Past President Mary Ward will talk to us about 

this beautiful space that RBGV Landscape Architect Andrew 

Laidlaw designed to accommodate “bamboo bathing” and 

barefoot walking. When it came to the plants, horticulturalist 

Terry Smyth opted for maximum colour, texture and scent in 

plants to stimulate and evoke memories for visitors.

K Pyke

Insider Walk
An Evening Bird Walk with David Plant
Friday 15 October at 5.30pm
Meet at Plant Craft Cottage entry via Gate H

Refreshments at 5.00pm

Friends $20 members only

Limited to 20p. Bookings essential. 

Our knowledgeable guide David Plant has been documenting 

the birds in the Melbourne Gardens for many years.  Take a 

quiet, leisurely stroll with David around our glorious Gardens 

to see and hear the colourful, noisy, small and large birds that 

inhabit the landscape.  Bring your binoculars to help find the 

birds and their discreet hideaways.

Diana Barrie

Insider a Walk - From Bushland to 

Botanic Garden
Sunday 24 October at 10am
Meet at Plant Craft Cottage entry via Gate H

Refreshments provided

Friends $20 members only

Bookings essential.

Mali Wilson, our RBGV Guide and fellow Friend, will take us on 

a walk around the Gardens to trace the early development of 

the Gardens from its bush beginnings to the first ornamental 

plantings.  Find out about the vegetation that existed here 

before the establishment of the Gardens and how it was used 

by the First Peoples and early settlers.

Insider a Walk - A Dog’s Breakfast
Monday 25 October at 10am
Meet at Plant Craft Cottage, entry via Gate F

Refreshments (and doggie treats) 

will be offered from 9.30am.

Friends $20 members only

Limited to 15p and well-behaved furry 

friends. Bookings essential.

Sue Broadbent, RBGVM Guide, will take us and our pawfect 

friends on a dog walk around the Gardens to explore the paths 

and talk to us about how to keep our dogs safe around our 

gardens and parks.  Not all plants are safe and some are even 

deadly.  This walk will ensure you’re aware of dangerous plants 

that will help keep your favoured and fabulous furry friend safe.  

Please ensure your dog is on a lead and can behave around 

fellow walkers.

events
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Talking at Mueller with Dr Meg Hirst and 
Russell Larke
Two Sites: One Garden. The Victorian 
Conservation Seedbank and Cranbourne 
Gardens are Raising Rarity
27 October at 5pm
Refreshments available from 4.30pm

In-person bookings Friends $20 Non-members $30 

Online bookings Friends $10 Non-members $15 

Whilst habitat loss is the greatest challenge to survival 

for many native species, the predicted ‘natural’ events 
associated with climate change of fire, drought and 

extended periods of high temperatures add further threats.  

Dr Meg Hirst, Research Fellow Seed Science, along with 

colleague Russell Larke, Team Leader Horticulture, are 

leading the way with their latest project, Raising Rarity 

recently funded by the Australian Alpine Society. This work 

aims to test the horticultural value of alpine plants that can be 

offered to the home gardener to ultimately help sustain our 

rare and endangered alpine flora. 

Meg Hirst

Self-Drive Garden Tour
Gippsland Gardens 
Thursday 28 October  at 9.45am
Meet at Neerim Community Hall for Morning Tea

Friends $65 Non-members $80

Limited to 40p. Bookings essential to receive gardens 

map handout.

Come join us on this magical garden tour of Gippsland that 

will take us to Country Farm Perennials where we will wander 

around the secluded paths of this tranquil 2.5 acre garden.  

Scented roses, flowers, bulbs along with the views across 

undulating hills will set a high benchmark for the two other 

gardens we’ll enjoy over the day.  Lunch will be included, 

provided by the local hospital fundraising group, before we 

visit our final garden and head home.

Beginners’ Floristry Workshop with 
Sophie Kempton
Friday 29 October 10am – 12noon
Plant Craft Cottage enter via Gate H

Friends $85 Non-Members $95

Morning tea and coffee provided. BYO lunch

Limited to 10 p. Bookings essential. 

With your tutor, Sophie Kempton, this workshop explores the 

joys of floristry and will cover all the basics including flower 

selection and care and how to choose the right vases and 

vessels.  You will learn the skills to create a beautiful hand tied 

seasonal posy to take home.  No experience is needed and all 

materials and equipment will be supplied.

Sophie Kempton

Tim Uebergang

Morning Garden Tour System Garden at 
University of Melbourne, Parkville
Friday 12 November at 10am
Meet at University of Melbourne 9.50am 

Friends $20 Non-members $30

Limited to 25p. Bookings essential to receive

gardens/map handout. 

 

The University’s System Garden was established in 1856 for 

use by botany students to see the similarities and differences 

in form and flower structure between members of the same 

family.  It’s enjoyed a chequered history over its 115 years and 

is now only a quarter of its original size. We’ll enjoy Morning 

Tea on the terrace and a garden tour with Virgina McNally, 

caretaker of this historical and beautiful garden.  The recently 

completed insect hotel is a must-see and is an intrinsic part of 

on-campus biodiversity.  

events
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Gouache Workshop with Jo Reitze 
Paint Flowers in the Garden 
Saturday 13 November 10am to 4pm 
Plant Craft Cottage enter via Gate H 

Friends $65 Non-Members $80 

Tea and coffee provided. BYO lunch. 

Limited to 12p. Bookings essential to 

receive materials list required. 

Capture that special place in your garden and bring it inside 

your home. Join Jo Reitze of ‘Paints Your Garden’ at this hands-
on workshop in the beautiful surrounds of the PCC Garden. 

The workshop will give participants experience working in 

gouache, sometimes referred to as 'designer colour.' This is a 

more forgiving medium than traditional watercolour. The strong 

tonal contrasts of oil can be achieved with ease as gouache 

is a water-based medium. A postcard-sized painting will be 

completed in the session. 

Jo Reitze John Harrison

Talking at Mueller with Lynsey Poore and 
panel Celebrating our RBGVM team
Wednesday 17 November at 5.00pm
Mueller Hall entry via Gate F

Refreshments available from 4.30pm

In-person bookings

Friends $20 Non-members $30

Online bookings Friends $10 Non-members $15

Bookings essential.  

Who better than our own gardeners and botanists to uncover 

the true identity of the Gardens?  To finish off our Celebrating 

175 years of the Melbourne Gardens series, we interview 

and celebrate four wonderful team members of the RBGVM 

who, together, have completed over 100 years of loyal and 

exemplary service to the institution.  

Insider Walk - A Dog’s 
Breakfast
Friday 19 November at 10am
Meet at Plant Craft Cottage, 
entry via Gate F

Refreshments (and doggie treats) 

will be offered from 9.30am.

Friends $20 members only

Limited to 15p and well-behaved 

furry friends. Bookings essential. 

Sue Broadbent, RBGVM Guide, 

will take us and our pawfect friends 

on a dog walk around the Gardens 

to explore the paths and talk to us 

about how to keep our dogs safe 

around our gardens and parks.  

Not all plants are safe and some 

are even deadly.  This walk will 

ensure you’re aware of dangerous 

plants that will help keep your 

favoured and fabulous furry friend 

safe.  Please ensure your dog is 

on a lead and can behave around 

fellow walkers.
Lisa Steven
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A Morning Tea in Sensory Gardens
With Mary Ward
Tuesday 23 November at 10am
Meet inside Gate F to ride the Garden

Explorer to our picnic spot

Friends $30 Non-members $40

Limited to 25p. Bookings essential.  

Come join us on this magical morning tour of the Friends’ 

most recent project supporting the RBGVM, the Sensory 

Garden. Immediate Past President Mary Ward will talk 

to us about this beautiful space that RBGV Landscape 

Architect Andrew Laidlaw designed to accommodate 

“bamboo bathing” and barefoot walking. When it came to 

the plants, horticulturalist Terry Smyth opted for maximum 

colour, texture and scent in plants to stimulate and evoke 

memories for visitors.

Enjoy a Morning Tea in the adjacent Fern Gully and then 

take a slow therapeutic walk around the Sensory Garden 

to connect with nature.

This tour is offered as Access-friendly tour.  The Gardens 

Explorer bus will be available to participants wishing to join 

in but who may find the walk down to the Sensory Garden 

and back to Birdwood Avenue difficult.  

Talking at Mueller with Claire Takacs 
Wild: Naturalistic Garden
Thursday 25 November at 6pm
Refreshments will be offered from 5.30pm.

In-person bookings Friends $20 Non-members $30

Online bookings Friends $10 Non-members $15  

Bookings essential.  

Claire Takacs is an Australian garden and landscape 

photographer who seeks to be surrounded by beauty always. 

Her love of and use of light, help to capture the beauty and 

essence of each space she visits.  Claire deeply appreciates 

good design and planting, especially for the atmosphere 

it creates.  Gardens are seen as living works of art and their 

ephemerality is what compelled her to start documenting them 

from the moment she photographed her first garden, Cloudehill.   

Karen Pyke

Claire Takacs

Whilst every effort is made to host all events 

as listed, we cannot guarantee events will not 

be affected by COVID restrictions which may 
be in place at the time of the event.  You will 

receive an email if you have a booking for an 

event which is impacted by COVID restrictions. 
We also ask you to check our website for any 

updates on events.

 

Please also view our refund policy which is 

available of the Friends’ website.

events
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Ecotourism Management
Ecotourism Management is an ideal 

course for someone like me who is 

heavily involved in customer relations 

in a boutique garden and plant related 

retail shop which also carries gifts and 

related wares. Through this six-month 

course, I have become more proficient 
in providing services that exceed 

customer expectations. I am thus 

grateful to the Friends of the RBGV for 

this generous and valuable scholarship 

which has extended my knowledge 

and confidence.
2020 was a difficult year for most 
people. With work and daily life 

restrictions, Covid 19 was the source 

of anxiety for most people including 

myself. Although I am an optimist by 

nature, I was not immune to the effects 

of lockdown as I I could not meet my 

family and friends or do my regular 

daily life activities. I was not motivated 

to exercise at home, and I resorted to 

cooking, eating, and watching Netflix.  
Fortunately, my sense of purpose 

was restored when I commenced 

the Ecotourism Management course 

in August. I diverted my attention to 

learning new skills and completing the 

course.

Through this course, I learnt about 

the impact of recreational use on the 

garden and the environment such as:

• Soil compaction in areas of heavy 

use.

• Pollution of streams, caused for 

example by camping, sediment 

from eroded areas, human and 

animal wastes, etc.

• Noise that disturbs humans and 

wildlife.

• Visual effects (loss of scenic 

amenity) through rubbish, loss 

of vegetation, buildings, signs, 

tracks, and roads, etc.

• Requirements for often expensive 

facilities and resultant disturbances 

during construction of buildings, 

toilets, roads, picnic grounds, etc.

• Domestic animals which upset 

both humans and wildlife.

• Loss of indigenous vegetation due 

to competition from weeds. 

Awareness was also raised on the 

operation of ecologically sustainable 

and resourceful tours which are culture 

sensitive, use responsible marketing 

Scholarship Report 
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and meet realistic client expectations.

I learnt techniques on:

• ensuring that the environment is 

sustainable,

• minimal impact plans to put in 

place to ensure sustainability; and

• practical implementation of these 

plans.

I also learnt that sustainable operations 

related to:

• Energy reduction or use of 

alternative non-polluting energy 

sources such as solar or wind 

energy which can be costly and 

difficult in remote areas, but which 
reduce energy consumption 

by insulation, good building 

designs  which reduce lighting 

requirements, etc.

• Waste reduction and recycling 

where possible such as the 

RBGV’s introduction of toilets 

which use rain or grey (recycled) 

water. 

• Minimisation of noise, air, and 

water pollution. 

• Limiting visitor flow so that 
environmental areas are not 

damaged. In some cases, this can 

also mean limiting visitor numbers 

but generally, the use of pathways 

will keep most visitors on the track 

and off sensitive areas.

• Access for all including those with 

disabilities.

• Local recruitment of staff where 

possible, or train local staff not 

only to perform the role required 

but also to understand the 

environmental aspects of the 

ecotourism business and its 

importance.

• Buying locally.

• Adopting human resource policies 

that respect and reflect local 
customs. 

My knowledge and confidence 

grew after six months of study and 

corresponding research required 

for this course. I can now engage in 

confident discussion with visitors to 
the Gardens regarding its sustainable 

operational plans involving the Arid 

Garden, Fern gully and Sensory 

Garden and solutions to the issues we 

face.

Carry Lee

Visitor Experience Officer
All photos by Carry Lee 

Scholarship Report 
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Women of the Gardens

To celebrate Mother’s Day this year we 

held a morning tea at Gardens House, 

once the home of the Directors of the 

Gardens, and I was asked to speak 

about some of the women who have 

played a role in the life of the RBG 

over the years. This was something of 

a challenge. Who to choose?

I thought about the botanical 

scientists and collectors, like mycologist 

Teresa Lebel, who spent 20 years at 

the Herbarium where over 1,200 of her 

specimens are held. Or Helen Aston, 

one of Australia’s leading authorities on 

freshwater vascular plants. She worked 

at the Herbarium for 35 years and it 

holds the majority of her collection of 

almost 3,000 specimens.  She often 

illustrated her papers with her own 

botanical drawings and the genus 

Astonia was named in her honour. 

Then there are artists, like Anita 

Barley. She started working here, 

again, at the Herbarium, as a botanical 

illustrator in 1977, the first person to be 
appointed to such a role at the RBG 

Melbourne for more than 90 years. 

She worked on the Flora of Victoria 

project for 16 years, and also on Flora 

of Australia. And there are countless 

women who have worked behind the 

scenes and as part of the Horticultural 

team over the years. 

However, as this year is the RBG’s 

175th anniversary, I decided to start 

at the beginning with Grace Arthur, 

younger daughter of the first Curator, 
John Arthur. I confess to having 

developed something of a fascination 

with Grace. We normally speak of her 

father’s achievements, but she assisted 

him with his work and helped him plant 

trees and shrubs. 

The State Library holds a small 

manuscript; Life History of John Arthur, 

Melbourne’s first botanical gardener, 
as told to Ambrose Neate, of the office 
staff, Melbourne Botanic Gardens, by 

Grace Barr in 1906 and published in 

‘Open Door’ and local newspapers. 
This was 60 years after the founding of 

the Gardens.

To give some context, Ambrose 

Neate worked at the Gardens from 

1858 until he retired in 1903. He rose 

from office boy to become the Chief 
Clerk, Accountant and Secretary, 

and stood in as Acting Director when 

Guilfoyle was in Europe in 1890. He 

must have known a great deal about 

the Gardens, and he also had an 

interest in early Melbourne history. It 

is telling that he interviewed Grace for 

her memories of the early days. 

Grace was born in Scotland in 1837 

and in 1839, John Arthur, his wife and 

four children, Elizabeth, John, William 

and baby Grace, were among a group 

of Scottish assisted emigrants who 

left Greenock, bound for Melbourne, 

on the David Clark. At that time he 

was Head Gardener at Dumbarton 

Castle, which overlooks the Clyde 

estuary about 20km west of Glasgow. 

Before leaving Dumbarton Castle in 

June 1839, Grace was baptised in the 

castle lounge room. Gifts of bronze 

candlesticks and other household 

goods were given to her parents, so 

John Arthur and his family must have 

been well regarded. He also took his 

bagpipes.

They arrived in Melbourne in 

October 1839 and soon afterwards, 

Arthur obtained Government land 

by the Yarra at Heidelberg. Here he 

established ‘Yarra Farm’, started to 
grow vegetables and fruit trees and 

began a nursery with another Scot 

as his partner. In her interview with 

Neate, Grace described the journey 

from Melbourne to Heidelberg as a 

nightmare, in a bullock wagon, fording 

creeks and bumping over rough 

tracks. One of the bullocks suddenly 

dropped down dead and the bullocky 

was inconsolable, lying over the 

animal, sobbing and refusing to leave 

it, eventually falling asleep. 

In 1845 Arthur, with his bagpipes, 

apparently led a march though 

Melbourne, demanding a suitable 

place for a botanic garden. Charles 

La Trobe appointed him as the first 
Curator in March 1846 and two 

years later in 1848, La Trobe gave a 

reception for Arthur and his family at 

ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

YEARS

Women of the Gardens



Spr ing ‘21  Botan ic  News   23

Government House in Jolimont, which must have been a 

memorable occasion for them all.

According to Grace, after clearing a road to the lower 

lake Arthur started planting some of the trees and shrubs 

that had been grown in his nursery from seeds brought out 

from Scotland. Arthur’s Elms (Ulmus procera) were planted 

that first winter of 1846 and Grace, who would have been 9 
years old by then, recorded that trees were always planted 

in the evening. To live on site, Arthur built a little cottage, 

Arthur’s shack, near the original entrance by today’s B Gate 

on Anderson Street. 

Sadly, John Arthur died in 1849 after drinking water from 

the lagoon and Grace and her mother left the cottage in the 

Botanic Garden and returned to Yarra Farm. But this wasn’t 

the end of Grace’s connection with the Garden. 

Her brothers, William and John, disappeared after 

travelling to the goldfields in 1852, so Mrs Arthur sold the 
Heidelberg farm, bought land at Kangaroo Ground and 

started a dairy farm. Grace’s older sister had been married 

back in 1842, and then in 1861 Grace married William Barr. 

He was the son of other David Clark arrivals, John and Janet 

Barr, but born in Melbourne in 1840. His family had also 

moved to Kangaroo Ground to farm but William (now Grace’s 

husband) and his brother James moved to Richmond around 

1863 to start a Cabinet Maker’s business in Victoria Street. 

In 1900, it was at 40 Laity Street. But for Grace, it was back 

to being close to the Gardens for the next 50 years and she 

visited many times while they lived in Richmond. 

On her visits, Grace loved to see her father’s name at 

the top of the stone memorial (Directors Roll). She was 

very proud of his achievements and we can imagine her 

showing her own children. Grace’s first child had been born 
at Kangaroo Ground, but the next six were born in Richmond 

(one died in infancy). Sadly, during the 1880s there were 

three more deaths; their oldest and youngest daughters and 

their only son. Typhoid was a major cause of death in 19th 

century Australia and was especially prevalent in Melbourne 

in the 1880s. It was the most common cause of death in 

teenagers and young adults like Grace’s children. Grace’s 

husband William, still a carpenter, died in Richmond in 1910 

at the age of 70.

Grace visited the Gardens for the last time in 1920, to look 

at the trees her father had planted. She died on 9 June 1926 

aged 89, at her daughter’s home in Brunswick, 80 years after 

she had helped her father plant his elms and she and her 

mother had come to live in the fledgling Botanic Garden. 
The first of Arthur’s Elms was removed in February 1999, 

the second a year later in summer 1999/2000, and the third 

failed in February 2018. The fourth elm is still standing, along 

with descendants of the originals like the one planted by 

former Director Dr Philip Moors in 2004.

In the last of Arthur’s Elms, after 175 years we still have a 

living link to Grace Arthur, so I think she definitely rates as a 
woman who played a part in the life of the RBG.

Mary Ward

All photos by Mary Ward

Women of the Gardens
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The Friends of the Royal Botanic 

Gardens Melbourne host the 

largest botanical art program in 

Australia.  Our botanic art classes 

and workshops are offered to 

Friends of the Botanic Gardens 

and are presented by local and 

internationally recognised tutors.

The Friends offer botanic art 

classes for all skill levels from 

beginners to advanced, enabling 

students to develop a range of 

skills and opportunities to progress 

to advanced levels.  Classes run 

seven days a week during the 

school term and include evening 

and weekend classes thereby 

providing a suitable time for 

everyone to participate.  

The Friends Botanical Art 

Program also has a group of 

accomplished artists who meet 

weekly to share ideas and support 

each other without a tutor.  This 

group, the Whirlies, have created 

individual artworks for collative 

exhibitions and publications.

Botanic Art Classes

During term three which 

began in July, we have offered 

a comprehensive range of online 

classes via Zoom . We have also 

offered a Beginners workshop, via 

Zoom, on Monday evenings.  

COVID-19 restrictions have 

impacted our ability to hold Face-

to-Face classes this term. We will 

resume offering a selection of 

Face to Face classes as soon as 

possible. 

Specialist Art Workshops

Specialist workshops are also 

offered by the Friends of the 

Royal Botanic Gardens and are 

presented by leading Australian 

artists, including our own tutors, as 

well as international artists. Plans 

for specialist workshops are being 

developed for the Spring term 

break. Further information will be 

provided in the Friends eNews.

The 16th Art of Botanical 
Illustration, TABI 2022

The Friends of the Royal 

Botanic Gardens Melbourne will 

be holding the sixteenth biennial 

‘The Art of Botanical Illustration’ 
(TABI) Exhibition between Friday 

16th September and Sunday 3rd 

October 2022.

TABI 2022 will be held as a 

hybrid exhibition.  Consequently, 

the art works selected by the 

selection panel will be displayed in 

the galleries at Domain House as 

well as online as a virtual exhibition, 

similar to the presentation of TABI 

2020.  

In addition, TABI 2022 will 

coincide with the 7th Global 

Botanic Gardens Congress which 

is being hosted by the Royal 

Botanic Gardens Victoria, 26th - 

30th September 2022.  The theme 

The Acacia Project: A Botanical Art Exhibition 
illustrating the rare, endangered and unusual 
Acacias of the Royal Botanic Gardens 
Melbourne

Saturday 28 August – Sunday 12 September 2021 
9am to 5pm daily 

Visitor Centre, Melbourne Gardens

The Friends’ Botanical Illustrators, the Whirlies, established 

The Acacia Project in 2019 to document and depict some of 

the rare, endangered and unusual wattle trees or shrubs found 

in the RBGVM.

Twenty-four artworks have now been produced by these 

talented artists and will be exhibited in the Visitors Centre at 

the Melbourne Gardens from the 28 August – 12 September.  

Following the exhibition, each of these botanical illustrations 

will be donated to the National Herbarium of Victoria.

An artist will be in residence during the Exhibition to greet 

visitors and discuss  the works on display from 9am to 4pm 

daily. A book of the artworks has also been produced with all 

proceeds supporting Acacia research at the Herbarium.

Other associated events include walking tours of the 

illustrated species within the Gardens and a presentation by 

Neville Walsh, Senior Botanist RBGV, on Rare and Endangered 

Wattles on 1 September at 5pm.  Check the events pages of 

this edition of Botanic News for further details about these 

events.

Don’t miss this wonderful exhibition which is the culmination 

of both the extensive efforts of the Whirlies and collaboration 

with RBGV Botanists and Horticultural staff.Acacia dallachiana 

by Malcolm Hobday

illustrators
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of this Congress is Influence and 

Action: Botanic Gardens as Agents 

of Change with a particular focus 

on the response of Botanic Gardens 

to climate change, including plant 

conservation and climate resilience.  

During the Congress, the RBGV 

will be showcasing the Arid and 

Drylands precinct, Fern Gully 

(including the Sensory Garden) 

and Working Wetlands and Lake 

System.

The alignment of TABI 2022 with 

the Congress provides us with a 

wonderful opportunity to support our 

Gardens and present a collection of 

art works of plants found in these 

significant areas in the Melbourne 

Gardens.  To that end, while we fully 

recognise that an artist’s selection 

of a subject for TABI must be a 

personal one,  we encourage artists 

to explore the plant lists from these 

areas in the Melbourne Gardens 

when selecting a subject for their art 

work. The plant lists and a request 

form for plant samples is available 

on the Friends’ website https://www.

rbgfriendsmelbourne.org/friends-

art-program/tabi-2022/

Application forms and Information 

on the conditions of entry to TABI 

2022 will be available early 2022. 

The Botanic Art Library
Marguerite Hancock has had a 

very long association with the FRBG 

Melbourne and in fact worked as an 

Administrative Officer in the Friends 

Office from 2008 until 2018.  During 

this time, she also volunteered at 

the Art Exhibitions, assisted with 

events such as walks and talks, and 

enjoyed contact with Plant Craft 

Cottage.

Some months ago, when 

Marguerite was going through her 

mother’s effects, she decided to 

donate a large number of very 

significant books to our art library.  

This very generous and valuable 

donation is much appreciated 

by the Friends and by way of 

acknowledgement we share a little 

of Marguerites mother’s history.  

Marguerite’s mother, Pat 

Hancock was born in Launceston, 

Tasmania in 1926.  Her family 

settled in Melbourne in 1938 when 

Pat was 12.  After leaving school, 

Pat trained as a photographic 

colourist at the Austin Murcott 

studio in the Block Arcade, later 

working for Melbourne’s leading 

photographer, Athol Shmith during 

the Second World War.  She also 

enjoyed volunteering at the ‘The 
Dug Out’, a social club for Allied 

servicemen and women, sponsored 

by Myer Emporium. 

At this time, she took evening 

classes in art at Caulfield Technical 

College (now the Caulfield campus 

of Monash University).  In 1953, she 

married Don Hancock, a talented 

young photographer and printer 

she had met at Athol Shmith’s 

studio.  They briefly ran their own 

photography business in Hartwell.  

Six years after they married 

Marguerite was born. Pat became 

a full-time mother, continued to 

paint and draw and maintained her 

interests in the arts.

In the early 1990s, Pat joined 

the Friends of the Royal Botanic 

Gardens and began to study 

botanical illustration.  Her first 

teacher was Jenny Phillips and 

subsequently Anita Barley, with 

whom she formed a close and 

enduring friendship.  Pat became 

a skilled botanic artist working 

mainly in a purpose-built studio at 

home and her subjects were mostly 

grown in her own garden. She was 

delighted when her beautiful and 

delicate watercolour of a Parrot tulip 

was selected to hang in the 1996 Art 

of Botanical Illustration exhibition. 

Pat died at home in 2016, aged 89 

and now many of her paintings hang 

in Marguerite’s home.

Sue Foran  

Convener

Acacia argyrophylla 

by Audrey Baillie

illustrators
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As you read this edition of Botanic 

News at the start of spring, I’m sure 

some of you are still thinking fondly 

of our beautiful Melbourne autumn. 

So is the Friends’ Photography 

Group. Each year you’ll find 
‘autumn colours’ on our program 
of monthly themes because the 

photographic opportunities are too 

good to miss. We’re pleased to 

share some of this year’s results 

from our April photo walk in the 

Gardens with you. Our May subject 

was Lakes and Islands; here are 

some images from that theme too. 

Enjoy these examples of our Photo 

Group’s work, and remember, 

you can always see more at  

https://www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.

org/friends-groups/photography-

group/ . 

Jane Bennett 
Convener

Photo: Liz Cooper

Photo: Steve Bywater Photo: Nicky Rollerson

photo group 
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Photo: Beth Quinn

Photo: Garry Warne Photo: Richard Kirsner

Photo: Keith Ross



Calendar

Photo: Karen Pyke

While care is taken to ensure accuracy, we can’t guarantee 
that events are not affected by any COVID restrictions in 
place.  We ask you to check our website for any updates 

on events as may occur. Please also visit our website to 

review our refund policy.

September

1 Talking at Mueller: Neville Walsh p12

2
Insider Walk: Our Rare and 
Endangered Wattles

p12

3 Morning Tour:  Fairview Park, Hawthorn p12

4 Workshop:  Woven Bird with Jodie Goldring p12

9
Insider Walk:  Our Rare and 
Endangered Wattles

p13

8 Talking at Mueller Hall: Adelaide Bragg p13

17 Talking at Mueller: Neil Anderton p13

18
Talking at Mueller: Indoor Plants 
with Jason Chongue

p13

21 Talking at Mueller Hall:  Cathy Trinca p14

22
Kids Holiday Drop-In workshop:  
Make a Bird Feeder

p14

23 Insider Walk: Bushland to Botanic Gardens p14

28 Self Drive Morning Tour:  Cruden Farm p14

29
Kids Holiday Drop-In Workshop: 
Make a Bee Hotel

p15

October
1

Teens Workshop:  Garden 
Photography with Alwyn Hanson

p15

2/3 Pre-Loved Garden Book Sale p15

3
Workshop:  Garden Photography 
with Alwyn Hanson

p15

5 Talking at Mueller:  Charlie Carroll p15

7 Picnic at Sensory Gardens p16

15 Insider Walk:  Bird Spotting with David Plant p16

16/17 Growing Friends’ Spring Plant Sale p16

24 Insider Walk:  Bushland to Botanic Gardens p16

25 Insider Walk:  A Dogs Breakfast p16

27 Talking at Mueller: Meg Hirst & Russell Larke p17

28 Self-Drive Tour:  Gippsland Gardens p17

29
Workshop:  Beginners Floristry 
with Sophie Kempton

p17

2021 AGM Notice

Annual General Meeting

The Melbourne Friends’ Annual General Meeting will be held 
on 15 November at 6pm. Depending on the status of COVID-
19 restrictions at the time, the meeting will be held either via 

Zoom or in Mueller Hall, National Herbarium. The formal notice 

to be issued in October will provide more details on the nature 

of proceedings. Nomination forms for Council can be obtained 

by contacting the Friends’ Office either by email or phone. 
The positions of Vice-President, Secretary and two Council 
Members are due for election. Existing Council members are 

eligible for re-election. Council Members are elected for two 

years.

Nomination forms are to be lodged with the Secretary at Gate 

Lodge by 5pm on Friday 15 October 2021. 
Adnan Mansour 

Secretary

September

November

12
Morning Tour:  Systems Garden 
at University of Melbourne

p17

13 Workshop:  Gouache Painting with Jo Reitze p18

17 Talking at Mueller:  Lynsey Poore p18

19 Insider Walk: A Dogs Breakfast p18

21 Morning Tour: Cranbourne Gardens p18

23 Picnic in the Sensory Gardens p19

25 Talking at Mueller:  Claire Takacs p19

27 Workshop:  Dried Christmas Wreath p19


