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Order your plants from  

the Growing Friends 

ONLINE!
 

If you have been missing the Growing 

Friends plants sales, like we all have, you 

can now buy your plants online.

Simply order your plants online before  

midday each Thursday, then collect from 

the Growing Friends’ Nursery on Friday.

 

 

Simply log in to your member profile  
to start shopping

(Log In via the Home Page on  

the Friends’ website)
 

www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

• Many species and varieties to choose from

• Contactless ‘Click and Collect’

• Availability list will be updated each  

fortnight and sent out via the eNews 

• Plants available for Friends’ members only

Hosta 
‘Minuteman’

Salvia ‘Hot Lips’

Camellia japonica 
‘Guilio Nuccio’

Caryopteris x  
clandonensis  
‘Heavenly Blue’

Camellia japonica 
‘Amemoniflora’ 

Hosta plantanginea
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Welcome back to the Gardens! I hope you have all had 

a wonderful Christmas and New Year, even with the 

extra complications. Welcome as well to our new Vice 

President, Nicky Rollerson, and to all of our Council 

members. Our heartful thanks must go to Mary Ward our 

Past President for the last four years for her excellent 

stewardship of the Friends. Her positivity shone through 

and members have enjoyed her writings in the eNews  

that have kept members engaged and informed over the 

lockdown period.

We have a wonderful year coming up to celebrate the 

Gardens’ 175th anniversary. Our Events Committee has 

already organised the whole year’s activities and coming 

this quarter are walks and talks to learn about the early 

history of the Gardens, including a chance to understand 

more about the importance of this site before it became 

what we know today. There is always great interest in 

Mueller and Guilfoyle and their contributions to the early 

development and design of the Botanic Gardens and we 

are very fortunate to have two wonderful speakers on 

those topics. Be sure to check the events pages for all 

the dates and details.

Just before Christmas the Sensory Garden was formally 

opened and is now looking fantastic. The Friends were 

the major donor and we are very proud to have been able 

to support the Gardens in this way. Another area of recent 

support is the funding of new drinking fountains. You may 

have noticed some of them as you walk around and you 

may also notice the new Garden Explorers which you can 

use to move around the Gardens especially on a hot day. 

Gate Lodge may be able to reopen soon and our 

wonderful office staff return to work there. They have all 
been magnificent during the lockdown and restrictions 
and have worked hard to keep all of us informed and 

connected to the Gardens. It will be so nice to see 

everyone’s welcoming faces there for the first time since 
March last year. We are also looking forward to having 

meetings with the Photo Group back in the Gardens 

again, so if you would like to have a closer look at plants 

in the Gardens, do come and join in. You do not have to 

be an expert photographer, a phone will do, so this is your 

chance to learn!

Thank you all for your continuing support and 

membership. It has been a difficult time for everyone and 
rewarding to see how so many of you have continued 

to engage with what we are doing within the Friends 

and with the Gardens. Part of that support has been 

apparent through the numbers participating in the Zoom 

presentations the Events Committee organised and will 

continue to do throughout the year. 

We shall look forward to a productive and positive year 

ahead.

Lynsey Poore

from the president
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Lynsey Poore – President, 
Friends of Royal Botanic 
Gardens Melbourne
It is a great pleasure to introduce 

Lynsey Poore to the members of the 

Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens 

Melbourne (Friends). I am sure for 

many of you, Lynsey is a well-known 

face at the Gardens. However, I 

wonder how many know of Lynsey‘s 

extensive passions and knowledge 

across so many facets of the Gardens, 

as well as Botanic Gardens around 

the world.

 Lynsey, originally from New 

Zealand, was first introduced to 
Gardens and their pleasures by her 

mother, who was an ardent gardener 

and instigator of family field trips 
in New Zealand. Although Lynsey 

shared her mother’s passions for 

plants and gardens, this did not 

lead to botany until later in life. It 

did direct her however to science 

and teaching, including working at 

Monash University as a demonstrator 

in Biology. Sharing information and 

knowledge has been a lifelong 

calling and can be seen today in her 

work with the Friends.

 On her retirement, Lynsey 

answered an advertisement for 

Volunteer Guides for the Royal 

Botanic Gardens, and following 

her training in 2005, became one 

of the many Guides who provide 

wonderful insight to the gardens. It 

was during this time that Lynsey was 

the Secretary while Mary Ward was 

the President of the Guides.

Lynsey also volunteers at the 

Herbarium in the Mounting Room, 

preparing preserved plants for 

display and use by researchers.

It is her passion for Melbourne’s 

iconic Botanic Gardens that has 

driven her to become so involved in 

a broad range of life in and around 

the Gardens. This passion has seen 

Lynsey being much in demand as 

a speaker on all aspects of the 

Gardens to many groups across 

Victoria, including to Probus and 

other regional gardens.

When not busy with guiding, or 

committee work, Lynsey can be 

found working with the Growing 

Friends in the propagation of plants, 

that the Gardens are so well known 

for, or more recently, joining in with 

the Photography Group who love to 

record all aspects of the Gardens 

through photography – the plants, 

structures and other elements that 

make the Gardens.

In addition, Lynsey has chaired 

the Friends’ Operations Committee 

for the past four years and will 

continue to develop new programs 

as President. 

The bottom line is Lynsey’s passion 

for the Gardens and ensuring that 

everyone who visits can learn more 

about the Gardens and the various 

collections. Learning and sharing 

knowledge are core to Lynsey’s work 

at the Gardens.

This is achieved through the 

walks and talks she gives on her 

experiences of visiting botanic 

gardens around the world, or closer 

to home, the work of Guilfoyle in 

Melbourne. This year we are 

celebrating Guilfoyle’s achievements 

and Lynsey is taking walks around 

the Gardens to increase everyone’s 

knowledge and understanding of 

the work of William Guilfoyle, the 

architect of Melbourne’s Gardens.

Through volunteering, Lynsey 

has contributed much to the Royal 

Botanic Gardens here in Melbourne 

and encourages others to join her in 

exploring all there is to see, learn and 

enjoy. Members who are interested 

in domestic gardens or the wider 

environment would find something 
of interest at the Friends’ groups 

and activities. So please come and 

join Lynsey at a Friends’ event over 

the coming year. This year, 2021 

will be a busy time celebrating the 

175 anniversary of the Royal Botanic 

Gardens. During this time everyone 

will have an opportunity to learn more 

about the gardens, with talks and 

guided walks, and some with our 

President, and experience directly 

Lynsey’s passion for the Gardens. 

Diana Barrie
Volunteer Covener

members
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White oak – a fallen giant
In the week before Christmas, a 

year after arriving for an interview at 

Melbourne Gardens and taking the 

position as Manager Arboriculture,  

project team are putting the final 
touches on the White Oak Project. The 

temporary fencing has been reduced 

over the past few months and now 

removed from its place on Oak Lawn 

no longer imprisoning the tree. 

The innovative design which sees 

the trees limbs and trunk reimagined 

as a destination meeting place allows 

people to sit and reflect on the white 
oak. The limbs are arranged radially 

around the stump location creating a 

central seating place where there will 

be a focus on communicating the rich 

stories of the tree. The installation will 

include planted beds, continuing the 

tradition of daffodils in this area and 

providing space for two new oaks. 

2020 has been a long and 

enduring year for the white oak, with 

its ‘reconstruction’ being postponed 

until the end October 2020 due to 

COVID19. However, it would take 

only a few weeks for the tree to be 

reimagined and enter a new phase. 

The tree began as a sapling in the 

early 1860s and is now a ‘Fallen Giant’ 

where it can continue to be loved and 

appreciated by visitors to Melbourne 

Gardens. 

On site works commenced with a 

90-tonne crane and several 88cc 

chainsaws cutting and shifting 

enormous pieces of fallen white oak 

into their final positions. All these 
pieces had to be moved and set at 

a safe height matching the design, 

which is much easier said than done! 

Once the pieces were in place, 

they had to be propped exactly to 

allow for the re-attachment of the 

truncated sections. All the noise and 

brute force required to move this 

giant had to be united with balance 

and precision and a great deal of 

technical skill. Once the dust had 

settled, all the pieces were in place 

within one very long day - an absolute 

credit to the skills and experience of 

the project team. 

For the next few weeks, the noise 

and sawdust would continue to fly 
from the gardens as the chainsaw 

carving marked the fine woodworking 
component of the project. Some of the 

cuts would end up taking an entire 

day to complete. Once the larger cuts 

were made the woodworking would 

refine the scars we had carved. These 
sections were then planed and sanded 

for many hours by the Melbourne 

Guild of Fine Woodworking to create 

the stunning elements we have now. 

The sections of wood, some of which 

were more than five tonnes, were 
joined together and hoisted into place 

and attached using wooden bolts and 

joins fashioned from parts of the tree. 

Two new trees have been planted 

as succession for the white oak - 

Quercus lobata, Valley Oak planted 

by former RBG Board Chair Ken 

Harrison, and Quercus rhysophylla, 

Mexican Red Oak. Both will grow up 

together as future climate suitable 

species and be as equally impressive 

as their predecessor. 

It has been inspiring to see the 

impact this project has had on the 

public and the large number of people 

who have expressed their affection 

and support for the project and for the 

tree itself. People have affectionately 

referred to it as ‘carving up a dinosaur’ 

and ‘using the whole animal’, which 

in a way is what we have done. 

This project has been rewarding in 

that it honours in a tangible way the 

entire lifecycle of a tree, one that 

goes way beyond the living chapter. 

Connecting people to the abundant 

resource a tree encompasses, and 

the post-life beauty that has the 

potential to exist for years to come 

has been something truly inspiring 

and rewarding. 

Charlie Carroll
Manager Arboriculture

from the gardens
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All photos by Charlie Carroll

Below: Design Concept by Andrew Laidlaw,  

Landscape Architect

 from the gardens
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Studley Park
Fit Friends’ Ramble
Wednesday 11 April at 10 am

Friends $25 Non-members $30

Bookings close 6 April

Meet at Yarra Bend Park Picnic 

Ground (Melway Map 2D, F8). 
Drive to Kew Junction, turn into 
Studley Park Road, turn left into 
Walmer Street, then follow the Yarra 
Boulevard until Boathouse Road. 
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The Growing Friends are 
back
On 31 October 2020 the Growing 

Friends returned to the Nursery 

after an absence of precisely seven 

months (we were last there on 31 

March) due to COVID-19 restrictions 

however numbers were strictly limited 

to four people and only at weekends. 

Under these circumstances it was not 

possible for all the Growing Friends 

to participate so thanks to those who 

gave up their weekends.

The initial assessment of the plants 

was that while a few of the smaller 

ones had died most seemed to have 

survived and some had done very 

well indeed (see photos). When the 

tidying began with trimming, cleaning, 

repotting, etc, it was discovered that 

many of the plants which appeared 

in good condition were totally pot 

bound. Thus most of the stock in the 

Nursery needed to be individually 

checked to ensure that if they were 

retained they would be up to the 

quality expected of Growing Friends’ 

plants. This arduous task continued 

until the end of the year. In mid-

December a further easing of the 

coronavirus restrictions allowed eight 

people to be in the Nursery and 

work on Fridays was added. As 2021 

started the final stages of the clean up 
were completed and the focus turned 

to rebuilding the Nursery stocks. 

 Due to the lack of an adequate 

stock of plants a large sale is not 

considered possible until at least 

Spring 2021, but, since some groups 

of plants weathered the lockdown 

well, we have started selling plants 

online. Please visit the Friends’ 

website for details.

Michael Hare
Convener

1. Camellias

2. Hostas

3. Nursery on 31 

October 2020  

 

All photos by  

Michael Hare

2

3

growing friends
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Friends’ COVID Safe 
Update
We all have great hopes for 2021 

and with some Friends’ activities 

and events resuming in the Gardens, 

volunteers returning to their valuable 

roles, botanical art resuming 

face to face classes in term two 

at Domain House and the Friends’ 

Office reopening after 11 months 
of restrictions. We are feeling very 

positive about the year ahead.

Whilst it is wonderful to see 

Friends’ activities return to the 

Gardens, we all need to be COVID 

safe whilst participating in Friends’ 

events and visiting venues to ensure 

everyone stays healthy and well.

Friends’ staff and some 

Conveners have prepared a COVID 

Safe Strategy and Action Plan to 

ensure we meet all Department of 

Health and Human Services (DHHS) 

guidelines and can be flexible to 
meet changing guidelines. Our plan 

is very tightly aligned with the RBGV 

COVID Safe Strategy and we will 

continue to work with Gardens staff 

to ensure the safety of all members, 

volunteers, visitors and staff.

To ensure we successfully 

implement our COVID Safe Strategy it is 

• Attendance lists will be kept 

for all events and we therefore 

request you complete all required 

details (contact phone number 

in particular) when registering for 

events. 

• Attendance sheets will be 

completed by tutors for all face to 

face botanical art classes. 

• If the current DHHS guidelines 

require you to wear a mask, 

you must meet this requirement 

unless you have medical 

clearance. 

• Shared food is not permitted at 

any Friends’ activity and finally 

• The Friends’ Office will reopen 
during March, however as we 

need to limit the number of 

people in Gate Lodge, we ask 

you to phone or email us with any 

queries.

 

We appreciate your cooperation to in 

following these guidelines to ensure 

all Friends remain safe and well.

Jill Scown
Marketing and Relationships 

Manager

important for everyone to understand 

and abide by the current guidelines 

as outlined below. If the guidelines 

change, notification will be provided 
prior to an event where possible and/

or at the entrance to a venue such as 

Domain House, Plant Craft Cottage, 

the Growing Friends Nursery or the 

Friends’ Office (Gate Lodge).

Our general guidelines are as 
follows:
• If you feel unwell or showing any 

symptoms of COVID 19, please 

do not visit the Gardens. 

• If you are already at the Gardens 

and starting to experience 

symptoms, please inform your 

Event Organiser, Tutor, Convener 

or a staff member immediately 

and return home. 

• On arrival at any venue, you are 

required to use the hand sanitiser 

provided and record your visit 

using the provided QR code or 

attendance sheet. 

• You must socially distance during 

all activities by keeping 1.5m 

from others. 

• You must abide by limits of 

people allowed in designated 

spaces. 

members

ARE

SAFETY

NOW IN 

REQUIREMENTS

PLACE

 Face masks must 

be worn indoors.  

Maximum number of 

customers at any time.

symptoms, get tested 

then stay home.

Keep 1.5M apart and avoid 

moving seats and tables

closer to each other.
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Sensory Garden Delights 
The official opening of the Sensory 
Garden in December 2020 was a 

welcome bright note at the end of 

a difficult year. How timely that this 
new development should be ready 

just when so many people have come 

to realise how important the scents 

and sounds of nature are to our own 

general health and wellbeing.

In the last issue of Botanic News, 

Summer 2020-2021, Executive 

Director, Melbourne Gardens, Chris 

Cole explained the background 

behind the development of the 

garden and how Andrew Laidlaw’s 

landscaping transformed this site, 

which was previously filled with 
overgrown bamboo. Now we can all 

see for ourselves why this new garden 

has become an immediate drawcard 

for visitors to the Melbourne Gardens.

 These last twelve months have 

brought home to us how important our 

connection with nature is. Even just the 

smallest piece of garden, in a courtyard 

or on a balcony, feels restorative but 

being in the Botanic Gardens takes 

that to another level. A walk down 

the Fern Gully boardwalk, under the 

canopy of ferns and rainforest trees, 

has always been a wonderful escape 

but now, instead of finishing at the 
main path by the Montezuma Cypress, 

we arrive at the new Sensory Garden.

The first impact is from the opening 
up of views across Central Lake and 

the Princes Lawn, and then there is 

the colour. So many colours, they 

seem to change every day and 

certainly will with the seasons, but at 

the moment there are the brightest of 

yellows mixed with whites, soft pinks 

and mauves. There is the brilliant red 

of a hibiscus and wonderful blues 

and purples among the salvias and 

the little Chinese plumbagos. There 

is something about blue in a garden, 

somehow it calms and resonates 

deeper than other colours, and it is not 

only the bees that are attracted.

A walk through the Sensory Garden 

feels good, but to spend time in the 

garden is to find yourself looking 
closer; at a swarm of dragonflies over 
the water or a bee on a flower; at the 
stripes of colour on the rainbow gum or 

the delicate flowers on a little oregano. 

trust fund
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Study the intricate mathematical 

precision of the emerging seeds on 

the sunflower heads, and maybe come 
face to face with a Purple Swamphen 

enjoying a feed!

The way the curving paths lead us 

with stepping stones from one spot 

to another entices us onwards. Follow 

those stones, have no set destination, 

explore. Discover scented leaves, bend 

down and run your fingers through the 
thyme that is rapidly spreading across 

and around the stones. Inhale its scent 

while enjoying the soft carpet-like feel 

of the woolly leaves or think of summer 

evenings, with the scent of rosemary 

lingering on your hand.

The everlasting daisies stand 

there like little bursts of sunshine and 

make a distinct sound when their 

prickly flowerheads are brushed. Like 
the crinkle of a baby’s toy, made for 

stimulating an infant’s developing 

senses. The bamboo rustles on a windy 

day, or as you run your hands through 

while you walk or sit amongst it on a 

carefully placed rocky seat. Stand on 

the bridge and let your mind wander 

with the sound of trickling water as the 

Fern Gully stream comes to the end of 

its journey at Central Lake.

The seats in the garden invite you to 

linger and take in the presence of birds, 

to smile at children’s happy laughter 

as they explore and discover what this 

garden has to offer. The seat on the little 

jetty perched over Central Lake brings 

you face to face with the ducks and 

other waterbirds, who seem remarkably 

untroubled by their new neighbours. 

Memories of childhood adventures 

come flooding back. This is a place to 
reconnect with nature, to feel refreshed 

and restored. I am reminded of the 

beginning of a poem by Welsh poet WH 

Davies, “What is this life, if full of care, 

We have no time to sit and stare.” As 

a fellow visitor remarked, the garden is 

like a meditation.

So use the paths to take a walk. Or sit, 

look, listen and touch, and rediscover 

senses we sometimes forget we have.

The Sensory Garden was largely 

funded by the Friends’ Trust Fund. It 

is situated at the bottom of Fern Gully, 

adjacent to the Fern Gully rest house.

Mary Ward 

Friends’ Trust Fund Trustee All photos: Mary Ward

trust fund
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Photo: Diana Barrie

Talking Online with Andrew Laidlaw
The Gardens under Guilfoyle
Tuesday 2 March at 5pm
Friends $5 Non-members $10

Bookings essential to receive Zoom link.

The design of the Gardens we enjoy today was largely created by the 

RBG’s 2nd Director, William Guilfoyle during his 36 years as Director 

(1873-1909). He created a garden, full of plants in the Picturesque 

style, to capture the essence of the idyllic pastoral English Landscape. 

Guilfoyle was 32 years of age when he took up his appointment and the 

Gardens were then about 56 acres (22ha) in size. When he retired in 

1909 the Gardens were over 90 acres (38 ha) and had been completely 

re-landscaped to make them a beautiful place where the citizens of 

‘Marvellous Melbourne’ could relax and ‘see and be seen’.

Join Andrew Laidlaw, RBGM Landscape Architect, to hear about the 

transition of the Guilfoyle landscape so that it will continue as a green 

oasis in the middle of our city and continue to thrive under the pressures 

of a changing climate and the changing needs of a contemporary 

society. 

Talking Online with Helen Botham
La Trobe’s Cottage Garden
Friday 5 March at 10am
Friends $5 Non-Members $10

Bookings essential to receive the Zoom link.

Lieutenant-Governor Charles La Trobe was responsible 

for selecting the site for our beloved Melbourne Gardens 

whilst in charge of the colony of Victoria. During his 

fifteen-year tenure, La Trobe bought 12 ½ acres of land in 

Jolimont and established a beautiful estate for his family.

Whilst the original prefabricated house was shipped out 

from London, La Trobe lovingly planted out the grounds 

giving it the appearance of a country estate. Over the 

ensuing years, his love for English ornamental plants gave 

way to Australian native plants though he was faithful to the 

gardenesque style favoured at the time, where one could 

focus on individual plants rather than on the overall design 

quality.

Helen, author of La Trobe’s Jolimont, a walk round my 

garden, will talk to us about the original La Trobe’s garden at 

Jolimont, the plants he loved and how they are represented 

in the current Gardens today. It will be a wonderful insight 

into the private life of this founding Melbourne icon, one who 

shaped so firmly the cultural foundations of Victoria today 

but one who was also and clearly a passionate gardener.

Photo: Anne Vale

ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

YEARS

ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

YEARS

The Friends celebrate the 175th birthday of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne during 
2021. To celebrate the significance of one of Melbourne’s most treasured landmarks, 
a wonderful program of events has been created for you to enjoy.  To easily find these 
events, simply look for the 175 Celebration logo within the Events Program.

events

https://www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org/whats-on/
https://www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org/whats-on/
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Photo: Jane Bennett

Talking Online with Dwight King
Dahlias for colour
Friday 12 March at 10am
Friends $5 Non-Members $10

Bookings essential to receive the Zoom link.

In 1570, King Phillip II of Spain sent Francisco 

Hernandez to Mexico to study the natural resources of 

the country. He stayed for seven years and described 

plants that resemble dahlia species under the names 

Acocotli and Cocoxochitl. The first drawings were 

made of dahlias by an associate who was travelling 

with Hernandez and were published in 1651. The 

next time dahlias appear in history was 1789, when 

the Director of the Botanic Garden of Mexico City sent 

plant parts to Antonio Jose Cavarilles who worked 

at the Royal Gardens of Madrid in Spain. He named 

the genus after Andreas Dahl, a Swedish Botanist, 

student of Linnaeus.

The President of the Dahlia Society of Victoria, Dwight 

King, will introduce you to the wonders of the delightful 

dahlia blooms. They are varied in form, colour and 

beauty, enhancing the garden with their shapes and 

bright hues. Ideal for floral arrangements, come hear 

about the varied species available in Melbourne and 

how to grow them successfully.  
Photo: Dwight King

Due to COVID-19 our autumn events program will be delivered both online and at the Gardens depending on 
regulations at the time.  If the event is online, this is stated in the event description. With the Friends’  Office 
currently closed it is preferred for all events to be booked online.  Bookings are essential for all events. Click on 
any event and this will take you to the Friends’ website: rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

Talking Online with Todd McLay RBGVM 
Herbarium and Mike Bayley, 
University of Melbourne 
Celebrating our Eucalypts
Wednesday 17 March at 5pm
Friends $5 Non-Members $10 

Bookings essential to receive the Zoom link.

Join us to celebrate our beloved Eucalypts, held in the hearts 

and lives of Australians, in the build-up to National Eucalypt 

Day. Todd McLay (RBGV), along with Mike Bayly, Rachael 

Fowler, and Patrick Fahey from The University of Melbourne, will 

provide an overview of this iconic group of trees that includes 

close to 1000 species, almost all native to Australia and defines 

the character of our Australian bush. From the weighty structure 

of a River Red Gum to the towering majesty of a Mountain Ash, 

these millennia-old trees dominate our landscape from alpine 

regions to the outback and edges of rainforests. Todd and team 

will discuss Eucalypts diversity, ancient history, ecology, and 

their future in our changing world.

events

https://www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org/whats-on/
https://www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org/whats-on/
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Photo: Cathy Trinca

Talking Online with  
Cathy Trinca
Intoxicating India
Tuesday 23 March at 2pm
Friends $5 Non-Members $10

Bookings essential to 
receive the Zoom link.

Travelling to India may be off limits to 

us for some time so join us for some 

armchair travel to this country that is a 

visual explosion of bright saris, lumbering 

cows, marigolds and bursts of sunlight.  A 

constant cacophony of noise, a melange 

of smells and a countryside that inspires, 

astonishes, and enlightens all who visit.  

Cathy Trinca explored this beautiful 

country and takes us on her three-week 

holiday around the north of India where she 

and husband Phil toured wonderful forts 

and palaces with amazing architecture 

and gardens, and soaked up fabulous 

culture amongst the bustle and mayhem 

of 1.3 billion people.

An Insider’s Walk 
The Gardens under Guilfoyle
Thursday 25 March at 10am
Meet at Gate Lodge

Friends $15 Non-Members $25

Bookings essential. Limited tickets available.

When William Guilfoyle retired it was suggested 

that a monument be erected in the Gardens 

to celebrate his landscaping achievement. 

He declined saying.... ‘The gardens are my 

monument, no greater reward could there be 

for one to feel that my life’s work will not regress’ 

(Argus 12 Oct 1909).

Join Lynsey Poore, FRBGM President and 

RBGVM Guide, to walk and explore William 

Guilfoyle’s landscaping of the Gardens that we 

still enjoy today. Explore his use of mass and 

void, see how he took full advantage of the wide 

range of foliage texture, colour and form and see 

how he used water and views to enhance the 

landscape. Photo: RBGV
ANNIVERSARY
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Due to COVID-19 our autumn events program will be delivered both online and at the Gardens depending on 
regulations at the time.  If the event is online, this is stated in the event description. With the Friends’  Office 
currently closed it is preferred for all events to be booked online.  Bookings are essential for all events. Click on 
any event and this will take you to the Friends’ website: rbgfriendsmelbourne.org
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Photography Online:   
Fungi in Focus
A Workshop with  
Alison Pouliot
Wednesday 31 March  
at 2pm
Friends $70 Non-Members $85

Bookings essential to receive the 

Zoom link.   

Limited to 12 participants.

With their peculiar forms and 

amazing colours, fungi make 

intriguing photographic subjects.  In 

this online workshop, participants 

will learn how to photograph fungi 

in different contexts to capture both 

their scientific and aesthetic nature. 

This 2.5 hour online workshop will 

comprise an illustrated seminar-

discussion on the basic principles 

and techniques for photographing 

fungi followed in the second hour 

by a critique session of participants’ 

images (submitted in advance of 

the workshop).   It will be suitable 

for participants with all kinds of 

cameras and levels of skill.

Photo: Alison Pouliot

Self-Drive Day Trip  
Big Tree Distillery and Macedon Ranges
Thursday 8 April
Meet at Tugurium Garden of Stephen Ryan at 10am

Friends $80 Non-Members $105

Bookings essential to receive map/guide for the day.

Come enjoy a wonderful day out exploring the Macedon Ranges. We’ll start at 

Tugurium to enjoy a morning tea and gardens tour by Stephen before moving 

onto Jack’s Springs Farm, about 20 minutes up the road in Newham.  The Farm 

is home to Big Tree Distillery, which is the result of gin-loving husband and wife 

team Catherine and Gary who love good gin so much they decided to make 

their own.  Located in idyllic surrounds in this beautiful region, we’ll explore 

this beautiful property before we enjoy a boxed picnic lunch amongst the gin 

botanicals they grow.  We’ll have time after lunch to enjoy one other local private 

garden before returning to Melbourne late afternoon.

Photo: Gary Jago

Talking Online with Professor 
Tim Entwisle, Director RBGV
The RBGV, a 175 year work in 
progress
Tuesday 13 April at 7pm
Friends $5 Non-members $10

Bookings essential to receive Zoom link.

Our Melbourne Gardens are widely admired 

as one of the world’s most beautiful botanic 

gardens, attracting 1.8 million visitors per year. 

It not only contains our esteemed Herbarium 

and associated scientific research, it’s also a sought-after place of respite for locals and 

tourists alike, with picturesque vistas across lakes and sweeping lawns, punctuated 

with magnificent specimen trees and intricately detailed garden beds. 

As the 13th Director of the Gardens, Tim continues a long and successful stewardship 

of this beloved Melbourne icon, and its equally stunning companion, Cranbourne 

Gardens. Envisioning the 175 years as a work in progress, Tim will reflect on the 

Gardens’ history, acknowledge the major milestones and discuss the evolving role the 

Gardens play in our world.  It will be a valuable insight into how the Gardens earned its 

worldwide reputation as a thriving contemporary botanic garden and how it will evolve 

to meet the conservation, biodiversity and environmental challenges ahead.

Photo: RBGV
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Talking Online with Margaret Castle
Maranoa Botanic Gardens Florilegium
Tuesday 20 April at 2pm
Friends $5 Non-Members $10

Bookings essential to receive the Zoom link.

The story of Maranoa Botanic Gardens began in 1901, when 

Mr J M Watson purchased 1.4 hectares of land for a private 

garden in Balwyn, in which he planted a collection of Australian 

and New Zealand natives. Since then, the Garden has 

expanded to its current 2.6 hectares and now supports over 

5,000 native plant species and is one of Boroondara’s living 

treasures.   

Led by art tutor Margaret Castle, twelve dedicated Balwyn 

Botanical Group artists documented many of the fascinating 

plants grown in the Gardens through intricate and exquisite 

botanical paintings to create this Florilegium. One of our 

longstanding and fabulous TABI artists and lifelong Friend, 

Margaret takes us on a joyous journey of the Florilegium that 

celebrates these plants, these talented artists and their shared 

love for these beautiful Gardens.
Photo: City of Boroondara

Talking Online with Mali Wilson
The Oaks of the Gardens
Thursday 29 April at 10am
Friends $5 Non-Members $10

Bookings essential to receive the Zoom link.

The Oak Lawn is a favourite area for the many 

visitors to our Gardens.  Although the varieties 

of Oaks growing here come from many different 

countries of the Northern Hemisphere, the 

scene is reminiscent of an English parkland 

with each Oak enjoying room to spread their 

branches and each season offering a breath-

taking view of growth, architectural beauty and 

gracefulness.

So much history is embedded in these trees 

within the Gardens with Ferdinand von Mueller 

accumulating and ultimately planting out in 

1861, over 30 imported Oaks from Europe, 

Asia and America, foreshadowing “These, no 

doubt, will in due time form as conspicuous and 

attractive a feature of the landscape…”  Mali 

Wilson, RBGVM Guide, takes us on a virtual 

tour of the Oaks that survive today, relating their 

stories and connections from the years.  A timely 

tour, in ANZAC week, that will include the story 

of the Gallipoli Oak, recently planted by the 

Governor-General commemorating Australia’s 

involvement in World War 1.

Photo: Mali Wilson
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An Insider’s Walk 
The Arid Garden
Sunday 2 May at 10am
Meet inside Gate D

Friends $15 Non-Members $25

Bookings essential. Limited tickets available.

Lynsey Poore, FRBGM President and RBGVM 

Guide, will take you on a wonderful walk to 

discover this remarkable collection of more 

than 3,000 arid plants including 400 different 

species. From towering columnar cacti 

reminiscent of spaghetti western landscapes, 

to small and jewel-like specimens boasting 

colourful whorls of short-lived blooms, the new 

cacti and succulent garden is a feast for the 

eyes.

You’ll hear the story of how this garden has 

been a century in the making and hear how 

renowned Landscape Architect Andrew 

Laidlaw redesigned the Garden basing his 

design on the internal cellular structure of a 

succulent.  

Photo: RBGV
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Due to COVID-19 our autumn events program will be delivered both online and at the Gardens depending on 
regulations at the time.  If the event is online, this is stated in the event description. With the Friends’  Office 
currently closed it is preferred for all events to be booked online.  Bookings are essential for all events. Click on 
any event and this will take you to the Friends’ website: rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

Talking Online with Clare Hart, RBGVM Manager 
Horticulture and Pete Symes, RBGVM Curator 
Horticulture
The RBGVM’s Living Collections
Monday 10 May at 5pm
Friends $5 Non-Members $10

Bookings essential to receive the Zoom link.

As a ‘Garden of the World’, containing plants from 191 countries, the 

associated plant diversity of Melbourne Gardens requires constant 

management, one that is challenged by a changing climate and increasing 

stresses on biodiversity, but can be displayed in an ornamental landscape 

setting.

Clare Hart, RBGVM Manager Horticulture, and Peter Symes, RBGVM 

Curator Horticulture, will provide us with a comprehensive account of the 

history, accession, care and maintenance of the Living Collections over 

the past 175 years.  It will be fascinating look at how the Gardens readily 

provides a ‘living platform’ for developing plant appreciation and to hear 

exactly why it matters. They’ll also talk about current plant collecting trips, 

the increase in wild collected taxa, plant diversity in the gardens and 

achieving targets in the Gardens’ Landscape Succession Strategy.
ANNIVERSARY

CELEBRATION

YEARS

Photo: Jane Bennett
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Self-Drive Gardens Tour 
A Morning Tea at  
Maranoa Botanic  
Gardens, Balwyn
Friday 14 May at 10am

Meet at the entry of the Gardens

Friends $25 Non-Members $35

Bookings essential to receive map/

guide. Limited tickets available.

Balwyn’s Maranoa Botanic Gardens 

holds a significant role as one of the 

most diverse botanical displays of 

Australian plants. Recognised by the 

National Trust as “an important part 

of Australian gardening history”, this 

garden was created in 1901 by John 

Watson who sought a private area 

where he could establish a wildflower 

garden.

Join us as we follow the circuit path and 

discover this vital collection of around 

4,000 native plant species and hear 

some of the stories of its’ 120 years.  A 

casual Morning Tea will be provided.

Talking Online with Tom May, 
Mycologist, RBGV Herbarium 
Thursday 20 May at 5pm
Friends $5 Non-members $10

Bookings essential to receive Zoom link.

Fungi are diverse, delicious and sometimes 

deadly. With interest in foraging for wild 

food on the rise, learning to accurately 

identify fungi reduces both poisoning risk 

to humans and harm to the environment. 

Tom May, Principal Mycologist at the RBGV 

National Herbarium, will take us on a ‘slow 

mushrooming’ talk online providing the 

information to correctly identify a few edible 

species thoroughly. 

His latest book, co-authored with Alison 

Pouliot and released in March, Wild 

Mushrooming: A Guide for Foragers, melds 

scientific and cultural knowledge with 

stunning photography to present a new 

way of looking at fungi. It models ‘ecological 

foraging’ – an approach based on care, 

conservation and a deep understanding of 

ecosystem dynamics. 
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Talking Online with Mali Wilson
Beyond the Garden Gate
Wednesday 26 May at 10am

Friends $5 Non-members $10

Bookings essential to receive the Zoom link.

Mali Wilson, RBGVM Guide, takes us on a journey to 

discover what’s beyond the Lych gate of the Gardens 

to explore the relationship and landscape between the 

Domain Gardens and the Botanic Gardens.  

Plenty of man-made architectural features and elements 

can be found in this expansive parkland adjacent to the 

north-western boundary of our beloved Gardens.  War 

memorials, statues of past kings and war heroes such 

as Sir Weary Dunlop and King George V, American 

Woodland and Pioneer Women’s Memorial gardens, 

large bells, temples/pavilions, impressive gates/arches, 

dedications to our Aboriginal Heritage, not forgetting the 

Fern Gully grotto and Walker Fountain, the list is long!  Mali 

unfolds the story of each that have all ultimately contributed 

to the nineteenth-century character of this historic yet vital 

Government domain.

Photo: Diana Barrie

ANNIVERSARY
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The Friends celebrate the 175th birthday of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne during 
2021. To celebrate the significance of one of Melbourne’s most treasured landmarks, 
a wonderful program of events has been created for you to enjoy.  To easily find these 
events, simply look for the 175 Celebration logo within the Events Program.

An Insider’s Walk 
Our Amazing Araucarias

Friday 28 May at 10am

Meet at Gate Lodge

Friends $15 Non-Members $25

Bookings essential. Limited tickets  

available.

Join Mali Wilson to explore the Gardens’ 

fantastic collection of rare and threatened 

Araucaria. Unique to the Southern 

hemisphere and a living link to our 

ancient past, these middle Jurassic trees 

are thought to have been why sauropod 

dinosaurs had such long necks (giving 

them the height to snack on the foliage)!  

Mali will guide us to the many species 

around the Gardens – a joy to explore 

these beautiful giants and explain to us 

why the collection is part of our valuable 

and beloved Living Collections.

Photo: Tim Barker
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The Friends of the Royal Botanic 

Gardens Melbourne host the largest 

botanical art program in Australia. Our 

botanic art classes and workshops 

are offered to Friends of the Botanic 

Gardens and are presented by local 

and internationally recognised tutors.

The Friends offer botanic art classes 

catering for all skill levels ranging 

from beginners to advanced students, 

enabling students to develop a wide 

range of skills and opportunities to 

progress to advanced levels. Classes 

run six days a week during the school 

term and include evening and weekend 

classes providing a suitable time for 

everyone to participate. 

Classes
Term 1, 2021 commenced on the 30th 

January. Following the success of 

online classes during 2020 the Friends 

Botanic Art classes in Term 1 are again 

delivered online. All classes are two 

hours in duration over an 8-week term 

unless otherwise stated. 

Daytime Classes
• Wednesday 10am-12pm (Advanced 

level) and 1-3pm (Intermediate – 

Advanced level) with Dianne Emery

• Friday 10am-12pm (Advanced 

level) with Dianne Emery 

• Saturday 10am-12pm (Beginner 

– Intermediate level) with David 

Reynolds  

• Sunday 2-4pm (Beginner – 

Intermediate level) with Dianne 

Emery 

Evening Classes
• Tuesday 6-8pm (Beginner – 

Intermediate level) with David 

Reynolds. 

• Thursday 5-7pm (Beginner – 

Intermediate level) with John 

Pastoriza-Piñol

We strongly recommend students 

without prior experience in botanical 

illustration complete a Beginners’ 

Workshop before entering term classes.

Workshops
Beginners’ Workshops

Beginners’ workshops will be held with 

Amanda Ahmed on Wednesdays 6-8pm 

and Saturdays 1-3pm .

Specialist Art Workshops
Specialist workshops are also 

held throughout the year and are 

presented by leading Australian 

artists, including our own tutors, 

and international artists. Plans for 

specialist workshops are being 

developed for the Easter term break 

– further information will be provided 

in the Friends eNews.

Our Tutors
Dianne Emery has a background 

in fine art and horticulture. She has 
won the Celia Rosser medal for 

excellence on botanical illustration 

on four occasions and her works 

are held in local and international 

galleries.

David Reynolds joined the 

Friends art program last year. He 

is an experienced botanical and 

natural history artist and teacher. 

His background is in commercial 

art, graphic design, photography 

and multimedia. 

John Pastoriza-Piñol is 

internationally recognised and 

awarded and is one of Australia’s 

foremost contemporary botanical 

artists. John also joined us as a tutor 

last year however he has previously 

held specialist workshops with the 

Friends.

We are delighted this term to 

introduce Amanda Ahmed, a new 

tutor for our Beginners’ Workshops, 

to the Friends Art Programme. 

Amanda is an experienced tutor 

and holds a Master of Fine Arts 

(Research) from Monash University.  

The title of her MFA thesis was 

Botanical illustration: drawing in 

the space of nature which was a 

study of the flora of the foreshore 
between Mornington and Mt Martha 

and its historical relationships with 

the landing of Matthew Flinders and 

his team from the HMAS Investigator 

in 1802. 

Amanda is a wonderful addition 

to our team and will provide a 

fabulous foundation for students 

starting their botanical art journey 

with the Friends this term. Welcome 

Amanda.

Sue Foran   
Convener

Brachychiton discolor Lacebark tree by Amanda Ahmed

illustrators
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Care for the Rare is a Royal Botanic 

Gardens Victoria (RBGV) and Botanic 

Gardens of Australia and New 

Zealand (BGANZ) initiative to support 

regional botanic gardens in Victoria 

to actively participate in ex situ plant 

conservation and display. 

Across the BGANZ network, plant 

conservation is practised by botanic 

gardens of all sizes and capacity, from 

major capital city gardens through to 

regional gardens. There are a range of 

approaches, in the plant conservation 

‘toolkit’ available to botanic gardens to 

participate in conservation activities. 

These include the establishment 

of ex situ conservation collections, 

displays of rare and threatened 

plants, conservation seedbanks, 

seed orchards, research into plant 

production, conservation ecology 

and biology and so on.  Gardens 

proximate to native vegetation also 

have opportunities to extend their 

plant conservation activities to 

contribute in situ through conservation 

actions such as restoration ecology, 

plant reintroduction and translocation 

programs. 

Plant Conservation 
and Victorian Regional 
Botanic Gardens:
A 2016 survey of regional botanic 

gardens in Victoria indicated that very 

few gardens across the state were 

involved in plant conservation activities 

or identified plant conservation as an 
attainable goal.  

There are a host of likely reasons 

why this was the case. Perhaps it 

has to do with the cultural history 

of the gardens? The majority 

of regional botanic gardens in 

Victoria were established in the late 

1800s. By the 1870s there were 20 

regional botanic gardens gazetted 

in Victoria. Establishing a botanic 

garden (alongside libraries, galleries, 

mechanics institutes and grand 

civic buildings or structures) was a 

statement of civic pride. While many 

regional botanic gardens established 

significant collections of largely exotic 
taxa and were impressive in scale and 

complexity, very few were founded 

as scientific institutions. The majority 
of the gardens were in essence 

established as ‘pleasure parks’. 

More recently the BGANZ Victoria 

Committee explored with regional 

botanic gardens manager the 

current perceived impediments to 

participating in plant conservation. 

Many gardens self-perceived a ‘lack 

of skills and resources’ necessary 

to manage rare and threatened 

species in their collections. Gardens 

staff and volunteers specifically 
cited their major impediments as 

‘difficulties in accessing plant material 
and information about their cultural 

requirements’. Interestingly landscape 

character and the ‘constraints’ of 

heritage landscapes were also 

referred to as potential impediments to 

developing conservation collections 

of indigenous plants. 

On a positive note, there was a 

consistent level of interest and indeed 

willingness to explore the topic further. 

The BGANZ-Vic committee discussed 

options to support those interested 

gardens to become involved in plant 

conservation.  The ‘Care for the Rare’ 

program was the tangible output from 

discussions over many years. 

The program has three main 
objectives:
1. A sector capacity building 

project: to support regional 

botanic gardens in Victoria to 

actively participate in ex situ plant 

conservation and display. 

2. Establish a multi-site conservation 

collection of Victorian rare and 

threatened species across a 

range of regional botanic gardens 

across the State.  

3. Communication of, through well-

considered interpretation, the 

importance of plant conservation, 

the role that botanic gardens play 

and local conservation stories/

messages. 

The first step in the process was to 
undertake an assessment of some 

of the Rare and Threatened Victorian 

flora suited for inclusion in the project. 
This work, supported by the Maud 

Gibson Trust https://www.rbg.vic.

gov.au/support/support-groups/

maud-gibson-trust was facilitated by 

Melbourne Gardens Horticulturist, 

David Roberts. David trawled over 

the states rare plant list identifying 

ornamental & horticultural potential; 

cultivation and propagation protocols; 

access to material; proximity to 

regional botanic and conservation 

significance. Approximately 600 

taxa were assessed and plants for 

inclusion were based on the best ‘fit’ 
to each participating garden. 

Through the generous support 

of the Helen Macpherson Smith 

Trust (HMS Trust) the RBGV then 

forwarded an invitation to lodge an 

expression of interest to the BGANZ 

Victoria network, resulting in an 

overwhelming positive response 

Olearia pannosa subsp. cardiophylla, grown at the Cranbourne Gardens Nursery for a 
heathland bed at the Colac Botanic Gardens. Photo: Kaishan Qu

Care for the Rare
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from 24 gardens. Clearly supporting 

all 24 in establishing conservation 

collections was too much to tackle 

in one go so the RBGV with HMS 

Trust support implemented a pilot 

program to establish collections at the 

following six gardens: 

• Australian Botanic Gardens 

Shepparton (Greater Shepparton 

Shire)

• Ballarat Botanical Gardens (City 

of Ballarat)

• Colac Botanical Gardens (Colac 

Otway Shire)

• Dandenong Ranges Botanic 

Gardens (Parks Victoria)

• Sale Botanic Gardens (Wellington 

Shire)

• Wilson Botanic Park (City of 

Casey).

Care for the Rare working group 

members undertook a series of 

site inspections of each garden to 

explore specific factors to guide the 
formation of collections. This led to 

the development of Conservation 

Collection Plans, which articulate the 

broad approach, aims and objectives 

for the development of a conservation 

collection for each garden, including 

detailed species lists and a planting 

schedule.

The HMS Trust funding has enabled 

the RBGV to employ a dedicated plant 

propagator to source, propagate 

and produce the living plant stocks 

identified in each Conservation 

Collection Plan, and for these plants 

to be delivered to each participating 

garden. Plant production is underway 

at the Cranbourne Gardens Nursery 

and deliveries of plants are scheduled 

to be dispatched during 2020/2021. 

Production is complete for three 

of the six gardens, Shepparton, 

Dandenong Ranges and Colac. In 

October 2020 over 2000 plants, made 

up of 115 taxa, were delivered and 

subsequently planted. Plants for the 

additional three gardens are currently 

in production and will obviously add 

to these numbers.  

It is pleasing to note that there is 

quite a bit of diversity in the first three 
collections in terms of species grown, 

collection objectives and display 

design.  

Care for the Rare 
Collection Profiles:
Dandenong Ranges Botanic 
Gardens (DRBG)

The DRBG is an important garden 

within the Victorian Botanic 

Gardens network as it is the best 

example of a cool climate garden 

in the state. Formally the National 

Rhododendron Gardens the DRBG 

have in recent times diversified their 
living collections agenda beyond an 

extensive collection of cool climate 

northern hemisphere plants, to 

introduce a range of Australian native 

plantings, with a focus on sub alpine 

and montane flora. 
The Care for the Rare collection at 

the DRBG integrates with an existing 

collection of cool climate native 

species at Seventy Point Lookout. The 

priorities for collections development 

have been placed on collecting, 

propagating, and displaying a wide 

range of Victorian alpine, sub alpine 

and montane taxa with conservation 

status. A full list of plants is available 

on request.  

Australian Botanic Garden 
Shepparton (ABGS):

The ABGS was selected for 

inclusion in the project as it is Victoria’s 

newest botanic gardens and until 

recently was being managed by a 

committed and passionate community 

group through a Section 86 Special 

Committee. Ongoing community 

support the garden received from 

the Friends and associated groups 

remains notable. 

The Care for the Rare working 

group worked in collaboration with 

the committee and local Landscape 

Architect, Melissa Stagg on 

developing the approach for the 

collection and the overall design for 

the Care for the Rare display. The 

garden aims to celebrate the native 

plants of the Shepparton region and 

as such all the plants selected in the 

The Care for the 

Rare working group. 

L-R Chris Russell, 

RBGV; Tex Moon, 

Parks Victoria; Justin 

Buckley, National Trust 

of Victoria; John Arnott, 

RBGV.  

Photo: Chris Russell

Care for the Rare 



Autumn ‘21  Botan ic  News   23

Care for the Rare Inspection, Shepparton. L – R Melanie Stagg, Stagg Design Landscape 
Architecture; Sally Mann, Friends of Australian Botanic Gardens Shepparton; John 
Arnott, RBGV; Lindy Harris, Karawara Gardens; David Roberts RBGV.  
Photo: Jenny Houlihan

Landscape Architect and designer of the Shepparton Gardens 
Care for the Rare collection, Melissa Stagg setting out plants 
along the rare plants border.  

This high profile border garden proximate to the entrance to the Gardens was selected by the team as the primary location for the Care for the Rare collection 
at the Shepparton Gardens. 

Care for the Rare
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design are indigenous to the region, 

celebrating the amazing diversity and 

beauty of this unique flora. 
The Care for the Rare project has 

attracted much media attention and 

has greatly increased the awareness 

of this emerging garden to the 

Shepparton community and beyond.

Colac Botanic Gardens: (CBG) 
The CBG was selected as a garden 

representative of many of the Victorian 

regional botanic gardens that were 

established in the latter half of the 

18th century. In our planning/research 

for the Care for the Rare project we 

identified that one of the impediments 
for heritage gardens such as Colac, 

was a perception that indigenous plants 

would be ‘out of character’ in what are 

principally European landscapes with 

a greater emphasis on the display of 

exotic floras. 
Our approach at Colac was to work 

with the Gardens staff on developing 

a collection that would be both 

sympathetic to landscape character 

and achieve meaningful conservation 

outcomes. As such we took a 

conservative or ‘traditional’ approach 

and placed a very strong emphasis on 

collecting and displaying a group of 

plants (a taxonomic collection). In this 

Stock at the Cranbourne Gardens Nursery being prepared for delivery to Colac. L – R Mandy Thomson, 
Team Leader, Cranbourne Gardens Nursery and Maja Zweck, Care for the Rare propagator.  
Photo: Kaishan Qu

Australian Botanic Gardens Shepparton. One of these design squares will hold a conservation seed orchard of the endangered Sclerolaena napiformis 
(Turnip Copperburr). Photo: Jenny Houlihan

Care for the Rare 
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instance a collection of rare Victorian 

Acacia species to augment an existing 

(small) collection of wattles on site. 

These have been planted out in a semi 

formal manner in a series of garden 

beds that face Lake Colac. In addition, 

a smaller number of ornamental rare 

plants from the Otways NP have been 

added to areas of the garden where 

they are in character and a logical fit. 

Sale Botanic Gardens (SBG):
The SBG is a progressive garden 

that has been revitalised over the past 

20 years to become one of Victoria’s 

premier regional botanic gardens. It is 

a heritage landscape (1876) that fell 

into disrepair throughout much of the 

20th Century. In more recent times with 

a supportive Council and committed 

Friends group the gardens have been 

transformed. 

Sale Botanic Gardens may have 

been the catalyst for the Care for 

the Rare project, as five years ago 
they undertook to develop a Rare 

and Threatened garden that aimed 

to display some of the rare plants of 

Gippsland. As it stands the garden 

was developed as an indigenous 

plant garden without very many rare 

plants as they were ‘unattainable’ for a 

regional garden with limited resources 

to undertake field trips. This clearly 
identified another impediment for 
regional gardens participating in plant 

conservation that Care for the Rare 

project aims to address. 

On inspection the team and 

Gardens staff agreed that the original 

brief for their Rare and Threatened 

Garden was well considered, and 

immediately agreed that the Care for 

the Rare project was indeed a means 

to implement the original vision for the 

garden. Indeed, there was a strong 

desire to increase the scale of the 

garden and Landscape Architect 

Andrew Laidlaw was engaged to 

design an extension. Plant production 

is currently in place with ~ 50 taxa 

established with more in prospect. 

Wilson Botanic Park WBP: 
WBP is in the City of Casey, Berwick. 

With the Cranbourne Gardens in 

the same municipality, it seemed a 

logical fit to include WBP in the pilot 
project. Wilson Park was established 

in a former Bluestone Quarry and over 

the past 20 years has developed an 

eclectic mix of living collections and 

plantings. 

The priorities for collections 

development for WBP are a mix of 

ornamental display with Victorian rare 

plants, a small indigenous garden 

with rare plants from the Gippsland 

Plains Bioregion and a significant 
number of threatened Eucalypts, 

augmenting an existing Eucalypt 

Arboretum on site. Plant production 

is in progress and we are aiming to 

deliver plants for an Autumn 2020 

planting.  

Each garden has assumed the 

costs of garden bed developments, 

but again funding has supported 

technical elements of this step, 

including support and advice around 

plant set-out, elements of garden 

design and ongoing collections 

maintenance and management. 

We are also very excited to kick off 

the interpretation component of the 

Care for the Rare project. To support 

each participating garden with the 

interpretation of their rare Australian 

plant collections, RBGV has engaged 

interpretation specialist Toni Roberts 

(Hatchling Studio) to scope the 

needs, capacity and opportunities 

within each garden. From this we 

will develop a strategy for providing 

interpretation support for the diverse 

contexts, stories and sites of the six 

participating gardens.

Its interesting and indeed timely to 

note in our 175th year that Care for the 

Rare is certainly not the first time that 
the RBGV has developed programs of 

plant distribution to regional botanic 

gardens in Victoria (and much further 

afield). Early Gardens Directors were 
renowned for distributing all manner 

of plant material to establishing 

regional botanic gardens across the 

state. In 1996 to celebrate our 150th 

year, the RBG Melbourne sourced, 

propagated and distributed a great 

range of interesting and significant 
trees and shrubs to many regional 

botanic gardens in Victoria. 

Our corporate plans over many 

years have explicitly noted supporting 

gardens across the state as a key 

action. Care for the Rare is our current 

focus and we are hoping it continues 

beyond the six pilot gardens to see 

collections of our precious rare and 

threatened flora secured across 
our magnificent network of botanic 
gardens in Victoria. 

John Arnott

Manager Horticulture 
Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria 

Cranbourne Gardens

Colac site inspection. L – R Ed Riches, Colac Botanic Gardens; John Arnott, RBGV; 
Laurence Towers, Colac Botanic Gardens. Photo: Chris Russell.

Care for the Rare
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In late 2020 members of the Friends 

Photo Group were able to visit the 

Melbourne Gardens more often. This 

allowed us to take photos of the 

recently re-opened Arid Garden and 

pursue our December photographic 

theme of ‘trees’.  Some examples are 

shown here and many more can be 

found on our Flickr site, Melbourne 

Friends RBGV Photo Group.

The group also spent some time 

putting together its planned program 

for 2021. It’s a flexible program that 
aims to respond to members’ interests 

and expand both our photographic 

and botanic knowledge. There is a 

theme for each month. This year the 

group’s regular monthly get-togethers 

at the Gardens will be held from 

10am to 12 noon (approximately) on 

the third Wednesday of each month. 

Photo Group members take photos 

reflecting the monthly theme during 
this regular time slot and at other 

times during the month.

In 2021 we also plan to have some 

expert talks about photographic 

techniques and about particular 

areas or species within the Gardens. 

We also hope to organise occasional 

visits to other gardens to give us some 

extra inspiration when taking images 

in the Melbourne Gardens. Some of 

these supplementary activities may 

take place on other weekdays or at 

weekends. 

Our themes for the first four months 
are: January – Just Green; February 

– Eastern Lawn and Tecoma Pavilion 

area; March – Long Island, including 

a guided walk; April – Autumn, plus 

a possible visit to Burnley Gardens. 

Jane Bennett 

Convener

Photo: Karen Pyke

Photo: Kath Dupleix

Photo: Karen Pyke



Calendar

Note:  The Friends’ Inclement Weather Policy states that outdoor events may 

be cancelled and the Nursery will not be open for sales if the temperature is 

predicted to be 33oC or above.

March
2 The Gardens under Guilfoyle –  Andrew Laidlaw p12

5 La Trobe’s Cottage Garden – Helen Botham p12

12 Dahlias for colour – Dwight King p13

17 Celebrating our Eucalypts  
– Todd McLay and Mike Bayley

p13

23 Intoxicating India – Cathy Trinca p14

25 The Gardens under Guilfoyle – Lynsey Poore p14

31 Fungi in Focus A Workshop – Alison Pouliot p15

April
8 Big Tree Distillery and Macedon Ranges p15

13
The RBGV, a 175 year work in progress 
– Professor Tim Entwisle

p15

20
Maranoa Botanic Gardens Florilegium  
– Margaret Castle

p16

29 The Oaks of the Gardens – Mali Wilson p16

May

2 The Arid Garden – Lynsey Poore p17

10
The RBGVM’s Living Collections – 
Clare Hart and Peter Symes

p17

14 A Morning Tea at Maranoa Botanic Gardens p18

20 Wild Mushrooming – Tom May p18

26 Beyond the Garden Gate – Mali Wilson p19

28 Our Amazing Araucarias – Mali Wilson p19

Mushroom among the greenery. Photo: Stephen Bywater

Photo: Karen Pyke

Ornamental Lake Lotus Flowers and Punt.  
Photo: Stephen Bywater


