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Summer in the 
Melbourne Gardens

1. John Harrison

2. Stephen Bywater  

- Callistemon 

3. K Pyke 

- Pomegranate

4. Dr Richard Kirsner 

- Syzygium

5.Tim Barker 

- Nasturtium leaves 

after rain. 
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As this extraordinary year draws to a close, we can only 

look back and wonder what on earth happened to a way 

of life we had all become accustomed to. The bushfires 
and the ravages caused by extreme climatic conditions 

were just the start as COVID-19 became such an intimate 

part of our daily existence. With all the frustrations, 

hardship and loss felt by so many people, I hope that 

2021 will be a kinder and more gentle year for you all. 

Being with friends and family we love, and enjoying those 

special places that mean so much to us, will feel so much 

more precious now.

Normally we would be ending the year with our annual 

cocktail party, but this year we will be having an online 

event instead. It is inevitable that the way we do things 

in future will have to change and we are working on how 

we can safely structure our events and activities while 

adhering to future RBGV and government guidelines. 

We are hopeful of being able to reactivate the Growing 

Friends nursery and sales next year, and conduct certain 

events at the Plant Craft Cottage if physical distancing 

can be maintained, but we shall need to wait and see how 

things progress. I know many of you who volunteer with 

our various groups are very keen to be back at work in the 

Gardens, so rest assured we shall keep you all informed 

of any changes as they occur.

Some of the measures introduced this year will remain. 

The online presentations have been a great success 

and have kept us dreaming of far off places, while also 

providing extra encouragement to devote ourselves to our 

own gardens. We have discovered a whole new audience 

beyond the immediate metropolitan area, so many of 

those online presentations will continue. A huge thank you 

to everyone involved, especially our Events Committee. 

The wonderful botanic art on display at the TABI 

exhibition has also been a highlight this year and grateful 

thanks go to everyone involved in creating our first online 
art exhibition, from the artists to the exhibition organisers. 

So much work has gone on behind the scenes to make 

this showcase of world-class botanical art available to 

people all round the world. Congratulations to you all. 

Another first was our New Members Welcome on Zoom in 
September. A warm welcome to everyone who has joined 

us this year, thank you for your support and I hope we can 

meet in person before too long.

Next year is a big one for the Melbourne Gardens, its 

175th anniversary. The Events Committee have arranged 

a wonderful selection of presentations and, with luck, 

walks, to take place each month, so please keep a close 

eye on the information in Botanic News, eNews and on 

the website.

After four years in the role of President of the Friends, 

I now pass the baton to my very worthy successor. 

It has been a privilege to represent the Friends over 

this time and I thank all of you for your support and 

encouragement, especially during this last, challenging 

year. If this year of COVID has taught me anything, it is 

not to take things for granted! 

Mary Ward

from the outgoing president
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Thank you Meg!
Our long-term Editor of Botanic News, 

Meg Miller, will be well-known to 

most of you. Now, after being in 

charge of our flagship publication 
since the Summer of 2002/2003, Meg 

is hanging up her Editor’s pen and 

is looking to enjoy a well-deserved 

retirement.

The role of Editor is a demanding 

and time-consuming one which 

Meg has handled with patience, 

persistence and flair, all in her own 
time as one of our most committed 

volunteers. Meg readily adapted to 

the advent of new technologies and 

under her guidance, Botanic News 

has progressed from a newsletter-

style publication to the full, glossy 

magazine we all enjoy today. When we 

conducted our Membership Survey, 

Botanic News was shown to be the 

single most popular member benefit 
we provide, due in no small measure 

to Meg’s very capable leadership.

In addition to her role of Editor, 

Meg has also been a member of the 

Friends’ Council, she has attended the 

Spring and Autumn Plant Sales to help 

promote memberships and the sale 

of merchandise and has always been 

willing to volunteer her time whenever 

she could. Thank you Meg, in Botanic 

News you are leaving a lasting legacy 

of your commitment to the Friends.

Mary Ward

As the creator of almost 70 editions of 

Botanic News, we feel this is the best 

way to say ‘thank-you’ from us all…

“Meg was a joy to work with - skilled, 

knowledgeable and resourceful, with 

a great sense of humour.  She worked 

tirelessly for the Friends and we will 

really miss her.”

Nicky Rollerson

I have so admired Meg’s energy 

and professionalism in compiling 

Botanic News - it really is a wonderful 

publication. My first memory of Meg is 
of her smiling face and warm greeting 

when I  joined the Friends’ Council. 

She has been a joy to work with and I 

will most certainly miss her wonderful 

sense of humour and enthusiasm for 

all the Friends’ activities.

Sue Foran

Strengthening the Friends’ credibility 

and visibility around Melbourne 

has always been foremost in Meg’s 

endeavours.   She’s been a force 

to reckon with as Editor of Botanic 

News. Always able to effectively and 

accurately manage the gathering, 

editing and formatting of content, Meg 

has managed to make this role look 

effortless.  She has an ever-present, 

ever-positive and ever-courteous 

style that can only come from hard 

work, determination, analysis and 

wisdom.  It’s been an honour to have 

worked with Meg - thank you from us 

all, we’ll miss you.

Lisa Steven

Your requests for articles always 

spurred me in to action and provided 

an invaluable opportunity to share 

all the wonderful things going on in 

Melbourne Gardens. It’s been terrific 
working with you over the years. All 

the best for the future.

Chris Cole

 

Meg has been a special friend to those 

at PCC who have come in contact with 

her. We have always been overawed 

by her energy and enthusiasm which 

never seemed to waiver.  When I 

was invited to Operations Meetings, 

before PCC joined the Friends, Meg 

showed me the ropes. 

Then, when PCC became part of 

the Friends, Meg came down to the 

Cottage to go through Botanic News 

and show us how PCC would be 

represented in the publication. 

Plant Craft Cottage sends Meg 

every best wish, and our thanks for 

her patience with PCC’s contributors 

and her never failing generosity in 

accepting the offerings.

Christina Gebhardt

Meg, you are truly a remarkable 

woman. Your drive to continue 

learning is inspirational and you 

have brought joy and knowledge to 

members through the hundreds of 

articles and stories you have collated 

in each issue of Botanic News. Thank 

you Meg, for your kindness, positivity 

and great sense of humour.

Jill Scown  

members
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 A garden for the senses
The Sensory Garden, the final 

element of the Fern Gully Restoration 

Project, is almost complete! The long 

overdue development of the broader 

precinct started a decade ago with the 

Working Wetlands project reenergizing 

the creek running through Fern Gully. 

The Friends then provided generous 

funding for the elevated steel board 

walk which made the coolest part of 

Melbourne Gardens accessible to all. 

Five creek-crossing bridges and three 

seats completed the first stage of the 
project. Restoration of the historic 

rest house followed, along with three 

charming and intimate well-being 

gardens nestled in the gully away 

from the boardwalk. The Taxodium 

deck now protects and frames one 

of the most magnificent and largest 
trees in the Gardens, affording visitors 

the opportunity to get up close and 

personal with the giant of the gully. 

Of a less glamourous nature, but 

no less important - vital upgrades 

to underground stormwater drainage, 

relaying of terracotta spoon drains, 

and over 80% of the bitumen paths 

were resurfaced across the precinct.

The Sensory Garden, also largely 

funded by the Friends, sits adjacent 

to the Fern Gully and runs down to 

Central Lake and overlooks Sayce 

Island with classic views to Eel Bridge 

and across Princes Lawn. Designed by 

Andrew Laidlaw, Landscape Architect 

at Melbourne Gardens, the garden 

has transformed a once overgrown 

stand of bamboo (planted after the 

Second World War to reduce garden 

maintenance!) into an experience that 

stimulates the senses. 

The garden features many beautiful 

plants, chosen for their colour, 

texture, movement, sound, fragrance, 

or wildlife attracting qualities. A 

simple landscape materials palette 

of bluestone, steel, and timber is 

used throughout, continuing a 

consistent theme with the Fern Gully. 

Key elements of the garden includes: 

a range of seating giving visitors 

the option to sit together in small 

groups, or by themselves and enjoy 

a range of garden views and sensory 

experiences; a timber jetty extending 

out over Central Lake allowing people 

to be immersed amongst the Lotus 

leaves and flowers in the water; the 
babbling creek emerging from Fern 

Gully and running under a new timber 

bridge with picturesque views across 

Central Lake, or back towards the 

gully; and a small Bamboo Forest 

created from the remnants of the 

post-war planting, now contained 

by a heavy-duty root barrier, and 

dissected by a bluestone path leading 

down to Central Lake. Proximity to the 

Fern Gully Rest House now allows for 

all-weather programs and activities to 

be delivered at this location.  

On a personal note, one of the most 

surprising elements of the new Sensory 

Garden is the revelation of several 

‘new’ views across the landscape, in 

particular to the striking white form of 

the Melaleuca by Eel Bridge; across 

Central Lake to Eel Bridge itself - which 

looks surprisingly good from this angle 

rather than utilitarian from elsewhere; 

and across the expanse of the Princes 

Lawn dotted with specimen trees. The 

view from the Sensory Garden to the 

large Taxodium is very impressive.

A decade on, the Fern Gully 

Restoration Project is complete, and 

I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank the Melbourne Friends for their 

generous and ongoing support as 

we continually strive to enhance the 

beautiful Melbourne Gardens.

Chris Cole

Executive Director 

Melbourne Gardens

All photos by Chris Cole   

from the gardens
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We are closed, but we 
have not gone away!
During the early months of 2020 the 

Growing Friends were gearing up for 

a bumper Autumn Plant Sale with lots 

of great plants.

At the early stages of the COVID-

19 pandemic we realised that, while 

we were preparing for the Autumn 

Plant Sale, it was unlikely to occur, 

so we started to make contingency 

plans for that situation. When the 

Gardens closed we were also closed, 

but thankfully were allowed two weeks 

to rationalise the stock and put the 

Nursery into a holding state. As the 

shutdown period was open-ended we 

had to assume a worst-case scenario 

of some months. Therefore the aim 

was to ensure that when we returned, 

the critical stock plants (from which 

cuttings are taken) would be alive and 

that there would be some plants of 

saleable quality.

To achieve this the Growing Friends 

made lists of the important stock 

plants for each section and nominated 

those which they would ‘baby sit’ for 

the duration of the shutdown. Thus 

for the last couple of days we had 

access to the Nursery there was a 

steady procession of cars, at intervals 

of approximately 20 minutes, arriving 

at the Nursery, having plants loaded 

into them and then departing.

We are grateful that during the 

lockdown the Gardens Nursery staff 

kept an eye.

Andrew Laidlaw indicated in early 

February that some of our plants 

would be suitable for including in 

the Arid Garden. With the loss of the 

Autumn Plant Sale and the lockdown 

of the Nursery he suggested that a 

greater variety of plants could be 

used not only in the Arid Garden 

but also in the Sensory Garden, the 

development of which has already 

been funded by the Friends. Thus he 

was encouraged to take any plants 

which would be useful with the result 

that a significant number of plants have 
been set aside for planting into those 

two Gardens. Thanks to Andrew, our 

sale-ready plants have found a home, 

so all the work involved in raising them 

will not be lost. 

Plant Sales
Plant sales are not possible but as 

soon as the coronavirus restrictions 

are suitably eased a notice will be 

posted on the Friends website giving 

the full details of how plants may be 

purchased.

COVID-19 - The Up-side
Due to the lack of Nursery activities 

the Growing Friends have tended 

to focus on their own gardens and 

the plants in them. The extra care, 

together with the good recent rain, has 

produced great results with photos 

being circulated and appreciated by 

all members of the group. A few of 

those photos are shown here.

Michael Hare

Convener

1. Saintpaulia ionantha 

cultivars by Pauline Aw

2. Wisteria sinensis by 

Robyn Leszczynski

1

2

growing friends
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Meet your new leadership 
team

The Friends’ AGM was held on 

Monday 16 November during 

which the new leadership team was 

introduced to members. 

Mary Ward, following four years of 

exceptional leadership, handed over 

the baton with best wishes to Lynsey 

Poore, who will serve as the Friends’ 

President until November 2022. 

Nicky Rollerson, who is also 

the Membership and Marketing 

Convener, has taken on the role of 

Vice-President. 

Adnan Mansour, Secretary, and 

Mark Anderson, Treasurer, will also 

continue in their current positions. 

All Council members have are 

continuing in their roles with the 

exception of David Forbes, who 

stood down to extend his voluntary 

contribution with the RBGV Guides. 

The Council members for the 

coming year are:

• Lynsey Poore (President)

• Nicky Rollerson (Vice-President)

• Adnan Mansour (Secretary)

• Mark Anderson (Treasurer)

• Sue Foran

• Meg Miller

• Lisa Steven

• Cathy Trinca

• Sue Broadbent

• Will Jones (Chair of Friends’ Trust 

Fund)

Two new Trustees were also 

introduced following the resignation 

of Janet Thomson OAM after decades 

of voluntary service to the Friends and 

the Friends’ Trust Fund. 

The Trustees are: 

• Will Jones (Chair)

• Cathy Trinca

• Mark Calder

• Mary Ward

• Jeremy Gibson

A very different AGM 

on Zoom.  Guest 

speaker Chris Cole 

informing of projects 

undertaken during 

COVID-19 closures.  

Image: Richard Kirsner

Thank you Janet

Janet has been involved with the Royal 

Botanic Gardens Victoria, Melbourne 

Gardens for well over 30 years.

Janet joined the Friends in 1991 and 

was elected to the Friends’ Council in 

1996. Janet was a Vice President 

from 2001 to 2006 and then became 

President in 2006 retiring in 2010. As 

President, Janet was wonderfully calm 

and confident, as well as friendly and 
inclusive. 

Our thanks go to both David 

and Janet who have both resigned 

from their leadership roles.  Your 

contribution to the Friends is highly 

valued and we wish you well in your 

future endeavours. 

On behalf of the team working in 

the Friends’ Office, I look forward to 
working with Lynsey and her new team 

as we move into a brighter new year 

with many new opportunities to enjoy 

great company and experiences with 

friends. 

Jill Scown

Marketing and Relationships 

Manager

of the newsletter and stationery. Janet 

has always been a volunteer in the 

Plant Sales exit tent and became the 

Volunteers Convenor from 2003 to 2007 

where she attracted and organised 

numbers of volunteers for the Friends. 

Janet then also convened the Editorial 

Advisory Committee for 9 years and 

in 2011 helped organise The Eternal 

Order in Nature Exhibition. 

Janet has also contributed as a 

Voluntary Guide at the Gardens from 

1989 to 2008, as well as being incredibly 

involved in the Australian Association 

of Friends of Botanic Gardens serving 

on their Management Committee and 

as both a Vice President and then 

President of this organisation.

We say well done and 

congratulations to Janet for being 

such a committed and involved Friend 

and hope that she stays involved 

with us and our wonderful Melbourne 

Gardens.

Cathy Trinca  

Council Member and Trustee

Janet retired from Council in 2014 and 

became a Trustee on the Friends Trust 

Fund from 2011 until her retirement at 

the AGM this year. 

Although these dates say a lot, 

they do not include the time that 

Janet spent organising and being a 

Speaker about the Gardens to external 

groups. She also headed up the Future 

Directions Sub-Committee and was 

a member of the Publications Sub-

Committee helping with the redesign 

Janet Thomson OAM and Philip Moors who were President and Director of the Gardens 
respectively when this photo was taken. Image supplied by Cathy Trinca

members
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Talking Online with Diana Barrie 
Botanising in Yunnan, China & Tibet
Wednesday 2 December at 2pm

Members $5 Non-Members $10

Bookings essential to receive Zoom link.

The western province of Yunnan, China has been boastfully …and 

aptly … described as having as much flowering plant diversity as the 

rest of the Northern Hemisphere put together.  It’s also the province 

that features our beloved Camellia reticulata as its emblem.  Two 

good reasons why Diana Barrie visited Yunnan province in China, 

and then onto Tibet where the landscapes appear arid yet have 

wonderful plants. For Diana the main goal was to see the amazing 

Rheum nobile and the vast array of Meconopsis and to botanise 

with fellow enthusiasts in 2019 and found it to be a memorable and 

fabulous trip.  This area, part of the Himalaya range, with diverse 

landscapes formed by rivers and climate, sustains an extraordinary 

biodiversity, with alpine flora found nowhere else.  Diana takes us 

on a visual treat of her visit to this extraordinary Asian landscape.

Talking Online with Mary 
Ward  
Our Shakespearean Romp
Tuesday 8 December at 10am
Members $5 Non-Members $10

Bookings essential to  

receive Zoom link.

‘I like this place and willingly could waste 

my time in it’.

Bard or Botanist? Join Mary Ward, our 

immediate Past FRBGM President, to 

pay homage to William Shakespeare’s 

botanical insights into plants and 

flowers as we discover them on a 

virtual Melbourne Gardens tour. This is 

a chance to learn of the RBG’s second 

Director William Guilfoyle's love of 

Shakespearean Botany and to connect 

with our botanical treasures in the 

Melbourne Gardens, all beautifully timed 

as a treat on Guilfoyle’s own birthday.  

‘Our bodies are our gardens to which our 

wills are gardeners’.

Due to COVID-19 our summer events program will be delivered both online and at the Gardens depending on 
regulations at the time.  If the event is online, this is stated in the event description. With the Friends’  Office 
currently closed it is preferred for all events to be booked online.  Bookings are essential for all events. Click on 

any event and this will take you to the Friends’ website: rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

Photo: Mary Ward

Photo: Meconopsis bailey near Serkhyem La (Tibet) by Diana Barrie

eventsevents

https://rbgfriendsmelbourne.tidyhq.com/public/schedule/events/31969-our-shakespearean-romp-talking-online-with-mary-ward
https://rbgfriendsmelbourne.tidyhq.com/public/schedule/events/31660-botanising-in-yunnan-china-tibet-talking-online-with-diana-barrie
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The Acacia Project
Illustrating the Rare, Endangered 
and Unusual Acacias of the RBGM 
Talking Online with Pam McDiarmid

Sunday 13 December at 3pm
Members $5 Non-Members $10

Bookings essential to receive the Zoom link.

Commonly known as Wattle, Acacia is the 

largest genus of vascular plants in Australia with 

almost all the known 1070 species occurring 

naturally on our continent.  Our FRBGM Botanical 

Illustrators, the Whirlies, established The Acacia 

Project in 2019 to document and depict some 

of these rare, endangered and interesting trees 

or shrubs growing in the RBGM.   Twenty-four 

artworks have now been produced by these 

talented artists and specimens collected to be 

donated to the National Herbarium of Victoria.  

Pam McDiarmid, creator and manager of this 

highly valued project, will talk to us about the 

process that’s been involved in bringing this 

project to life and celebrate these fire-resistant 

shrubs that form the second most common 

forest after eucalypts.

Please note that this is a repeat session of 

Pam’s popular talk that she kindly gave back in 

September.  

Illustration: Acacia 

argyrophylla by 
Audrey Baillie

Friends’ 2020 Christmas 
Party
What a year this has been,  
we can't let it pass without a  
celebration!

Monday 14 December at 5.00pm
Free Members only event.

Bookings essential to 

receive the Zoom link

Please join us for our very 

special once-in-a-lifetime 2020  

Christmas Party on Zoom including 
your chance to win great prizes in the 

Christmas raffle which will be drawn at 

5.50pm by Immediate Past President Mary 

Ward. 

Make sure you bring some Christmas spirit 

to your screen!  

Click here to view the great raffle prizes 

available.

Click here to buy raffle tickets. 

Photo: Kath Dupliex

events

https://rbgfriendsmelbourne.tidyhq.com/public/schedule/events/31980-our-2020-christmas-party
https://rbgfriendsmelbourne.tidyhq.com/public/schedule/events/31164-the-acacia-project-illustrating-the-rare-endangered-and-unusual-acacias-of-the-rbgm-talking-online-with-pam-mcdiarmid


12   Botan ic  News  Summer ‘20/21

Talking Online with Mali Wilson
Celebrating Chinese New Year in the 
Gardens

Thursday 11 February at 10am 
Members $5 Non-Members $10 

Bookings essential to receive Zoom link.

Come join us to ring in the Year of the Ox as we 

celebrate Chinese New Year!  As we explore the 

Gardens’ Southern China Collection, Mali Wilson, 

RBGM Guide, will talk to us about plants that have 

special meaning and importance within Chinese 

culture, and those that have been cultivated and 

celebrated in art and everyday life for centuries.  

Some plants, like citrus fruit, are displayed and 

eaten at the New Year celebrations symbolising 

wealth and good fortune.   Most plants that feature 

in our Southern China Collection have been 

chosen carefully, dependent on their texture, 

shape, colour and fragrance. Mali will take us on 

a wonderful visual tour exploring traditional and 

auspicious plants from this country that hosts an 

eighth of the world’s plants. 

Photo: Bhuddas Hand Lemon by Mali Wilson

Birrarung Land
An Aboriginal Heritage Walk 
with  
Christopher Jakobi
Tuesday 2 February  at 10am 
Tuesday 9 February at 10am
Meet at Gate Lodge

Members $20 Non-Members $30

Our Melbourne Gardens are a significant 

cultural site for the Eastern Kulin Nation.  

Join our Garden’s Aboriginal Guide as 

we explore these ancestral lands and 

gain insight into the area’s rich history 

and thriving culture.  Discover the 

local Boonwurrung and Woiwurrung 

peoples connection to plants and 

explore the traditional uses of plants 

for food, medicine and tools.  Visit the 

significant indigenous trees and plants 

in the Gardens and find out about the 

historical land management practices 

and biodiversity that the first peoples 

across Australia practised.
Photo: RBGV

ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

YEARS

ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

YEARS

The Friends are pleased to celebrate the 175th birthday of the Royal Botanic Gardens 

Melbourne during 2021. To celebrate the significance of one of Melbourne’s most treasured 
landmarks, a wonderful program of events has been created for you to enjoy.  To easily find 
these events, simply look for the 175 Celebration Logo within the Events Program.

events
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Talking Online with Dr Sara 
Maroske
Ferdinand von Mueller’s  
Vision for the Gardens

Monday 15 February at 10am

Members $5 Non-Members $10

Bookings essential to receive Zoom link.

Baron Ferdinand von Mueller was the most 

significant scientist in Australia during the 

second half of the nineteenth century.  A 

passionate botanist and explorer, he was 

appointed to the position of Government 

Botanist in Victoria in 1853 and first Director 

of the Melbourne Botanic Garden in 1857. 

At a time when science and botany were 

highly fashionable, Mueller’s vision was for 

‘an establishment for the diffusion of knowledge’.  His extensive range of 

scientific contacts around the world helped cement the Gardens’ international 

reputation and left a lasting legacy within the National Herbarium of Victoria.

Join our presenter to hear about the appearance of Mueller’s Botanic 

Garden - greatly influenced by his scientific background, but also by his 

willing embrace of Australia’s unique flora, and an appreciation of French 

developments in landscape design.  Later commentators stereotyped him 

as rigid and Teutonic, but the historical evidence reveals a much more poetic 

and creative Director.

Talking Online with Paul 
Bangay Stonefields, the 
creation of a very per-
sonal garden
Wednesday 17 February at 
5pm

Members $5 Non-Members $10

Bookings essential to 

receive Zoom link.

‘To live a life led by the seasons is 

to live one closely tied to a garden, 

and Stonefields is mine.’

Paul Bangay’s celebrated Victorian 

property, Stonefields, has now 

been under his expert care for 

15 years revealing an enduring 

passion for plants, for earth and landscapes. Today, the garden is 

mature and more beautiful than ever – from the vibrant autumn colours 

in the woodland and evocative dormancy of winter to the jubilant 

flowering of the crab apple in springtime and perpetual rich harvest of 
produce. Paul will take us on a visual tour of Stonefields through the 

seasons and talk to us about how he has created this verdant, richly 

layered oasis that continues to inspire us all. 

Photo: Stonefields in Spring by Paul Bangay

A Walk to Celebrate the 
Gardens’ first years
The Gardens’ First Five 
Acres

Friday 19 February at 10am
Meet at Gate Lodge 

for refreshments.

Members $20 Non-members $30

Bookings essential. 

Limited to 25 participants.

Charles Joseph La Trobe, 

Superintendent of the Port Phillip 

District, identified an ideal site for 
Melbourne’s first Botanic Garden 
just south of the river, an area 

he described as a north-facing 

amphitheatre with water running 

through it, ‘a veritable Garden of 

Eden’.  

Join Mary Ward to walk and explore 

the Gardens’ early days, including 

the first five acres to be developed. 
The last of first Superintendent 
John Arthur’s elms planted in 1846, 

‘Arthur’s Elms’, along with progeny 

planted by much later Directors, will 

be seen on the walk as well as trees 

planted by John Dallachy, who took 

over in 1849.  

Photo: Mary Ward

ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

YEARS

Title: [Portrait of Ferdinand von Mueller]  
Source: National Library of Norway.  

Photograph: Johnstone O’Shannessey & Co.  
Date: ca. 1880-1890

ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

YEARS

events
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The Garden of Red 
Rocks
Talking Online with Carol 
and Alan Schwartz 

Thursday 25 February at 2 pm 
Members $5 Non-Members $10

Bookings essential to receive the 
Zoom link.

A private 15-acre native garden 

overlooking Victoria’s dramatic Surf 

Coast was a project years in the 

making for one family.  Affectionately 

named Red Rocks, the expansive 

garden has become a weekend 

‘Eden’ for the Schwartz family, who 

bought the property on the Great 

Ocean Road seventeen years ago 

after falling in love with its rough, 

natural beauty.

Today the garden is spectacular 

in every way – an encyclopaedic 

botany of 844 native species. It 

includes flowers, grasses, shrubs, 

trees and leaves in every shape 

and hue imaginable, showing off 

the spectrum of eccentricity and 

beauty in Australian botanicals. This 

is a true ‘Australian garden’, one to 

behold and enjoy whilst also being 

a botanical showcase for a wide 

range of plants.

Photo: Red Rocks by the Schwartz Family

Talking Online  
with Dr Kerryn Herman
Birds across  
Melbourne’s Urban  
Landscape
Tuesday 23 February at 5pm
Members $5 Non-Members $10

Bookings essential to receive zoom 

link.

Native trees, shrubs and grasses 

dominated Melbourne’s landscape 

creating a haven for native birds back when the city was first established in the 

mid-1800s. Fast forward some 175 years and today we see a landscape that 

has dramatically changed; buildings now replace tall River Red Gums and 

concrete replaces grasslands. The urban landscape has become a tough 

environment for our native birds who all need big old trees for nesting and 

dense leafy foliage to protect them during their daily roosts.  Other threats, 

car and glass strikes particularly, add to the declining number of native bird 

species living in Melbourne.  Integrating urban design and biodiversity has 

become essential, improving urban habitat for native birds in our urban 

spaces a high priority and there’s plenty we home gardeners can do to help 

arrest the decline.    Kerryn, Ecologist from BirdLife Australia, will talk to us 

about the wider bird picture across Melbourne and how our Gardens fit into 

our urban landscape to protect birds in our backyards.   

Workshop  
with Jodie Goldring
Melon Basketry
Saturday 27 February 10am to 3pm
Plant Craft Cottage RBGM enter via 

Gate H

Members $85 Non-Members $105

Bookings essential and limited to 10 

participants.

Morning tea and coffee provided.  BYO 

lunch. 

The workshop will be COVID 

restrictions – compliant and the venue 

may be changed accordingly.

Jodie Goldring is a notorious gleaner, Sculptor and Art Teacher who has a broad 

range of creative experiences to share.   Learn how to use natural materials to 

make a small melon basket using the traditional basketry technique of ribbed 

construction. We will start by lashing two intersecting hoops together to create 

a basic framework. As we weave, using a technique called randing, ribs will be 

inserted into the lashing to provide structural integrity and strength to the basket.  

A range of plant material will be provided such as iris, red-hot poker, 

bulrushes, watsonia and willow. Information about how to collect, 

dry and prepare your own materials to use at home is included. 

All materials included but please bring apron, scissors and secateurs. Beginners’ 

welcome. Suitable for both adults and teenagers. 

Photo: Coula Panagis

Photo: Jodie Goldring

events
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‘From the outside looking in’
Plant Craft Cottage has been closed since March when lockdown was 

announced

It is a beautiful October spring day and Google tells me I may visit the Royal 

Botanic Gardens, Melbourne.

My mission is to walk around the outside of the Cottage, looking in, to have 

glimpses of the Cottage and the garden as I walk the bounds. I start at the 

bottom of the steps near H Gate where the Clivias are blooming, and holding 

the rail, make my way to the small gate leading to the front of the Cottage.

A member of the Horticulture Staff, Svend Hoegh is working in the Grey 

Garden. It looks lovely. Many plants are flowering and the path leading to 
the gate well cleared. We talk and I explain what I’m doing. Svend tells me 

he’s done a little clearing on PCC’s side of the fence, giving a Salvia some 

light and benefiting both sides… However, no Dracaena leaves lie idle for the 

Basketmakers to collect! I’m thrilled to see the Judas tree. Cercis siiliquastrum 

in full blossom. Svend says it is one of his favourite trees, so I explain that it 

was given to the Cottage by the Gardens to celebrate 30 years of working with 

crafts using natural plant fibres and plant-related materials. I also mention the 
iron rail leading up to the Cottage was a gift from the Cottage to the Gardens. 

As I keep looking I see the red Salvia has formed an arch over the pathway 

leading down to the Cottage. The Alyogyne in also in full bloom and the pretty 

pink climbing rose is falling over itself with excitement as it trails over the fence 

and down the embankment.

I walk to the top of the steps and turn left along the back fence. I see the 

Kniphofia are standing tall, and what I think is a large clump of the small 
Gladiolus italicus are very eye catching. From here I see the Cottage roofline, 
through to the Lake, and on this day, a perfect view. The bees are in a party 

mood over the Lavenders and blue Salvias. The very striking Bartlettina 

sordida alerts me that I’ve reached the corner and the fence will run down the 

hill to the double gates.

So my last ‘look in from the outside’ is from these double gates. On the left, 

just inside the gate there is a white/cream tree daisy reaching to the heavens 

and along the path on the right against the wall, Linnea amabilis is bursting 

with its pink and white blooms.

And so I leave the Cottage in its peaceful place within the Gardens and 

look forward with all the Cottage Crafters to once again be looking from the 

inside out.

Christina Gebhardt

Convener
Images: Svend Hoegh 
Horticulturalist RBGV

THE 
FRIENDS’ 

2021 
CALENDAR

ARTIST

Eunike Nugroho – Paphiopedilum fairrieanum II 
www.eunikenugroho.com

MARCH

APRIL

ARTIST

Dianne Emery – Amanita muscaria

www.dianneemery.com

APRIL 2021

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3
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11 12 13 14 15 16 17
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 Look for new cygnets on the Ornamental Lake. 
 See the Firewheel Tree, Stenocarpus sinuatus with lorikeets on the Princes Lawn. 
 Visit the Oak Lawn to enjoy a majestic display of autumnal tones in the Gardens. 

GOOD FRIDAY

EASTER SUNDAY EASTER MONDAY

ANZAC DAY

GOOD SATURDAY

Capturing some of the most  

gorgeous artworks from 

‘The Art of Botanical Illustration 

Exhibition 2020’

Great Christmas Gift

2021 Botanic Art Calendar

Shop online at   

https://rbgfriendsmelbourne.tidyhq.com/public/shop/products  

or (03) 9650 6398

plant crafts

https://rbgfriendsmelbourne.tidyhq.com/public/shop/products/2021-melbourne-friends-calendar-4
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Tour of arid gardens and 
natural environments 
throughout California and 
Arizona, USA

Last year, I was incredibly fortunate 

to receive funding from the Friends’ 

Scholarship to visit the USA to tour 

various arid gardens and natural 

environments throughout California 

and Arizona to develop my knowledge 

of cacti and succulents. My trip 

took me to several Botanic Gardens 

including Huntington Botanic Gardens 

in Los Angeles, Desert Botanic 

Gardens in Phoenix, Arizona and 

the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum 

in Tucson, Arizona. I also visited 

many natural environments including 

but not confined to the Joshua Tree 
National Park and the East and West 

Saguaro National Parks to witness 

and learn about how cacti grow in 

the wild. This trip provided me with 

invaluable knowledge and inspiration 

for undertaking the redevelopment 

of the Arid Garden at Melbourne 

Gardens this year. 

My first stop was Huntington 
Botanic Gardens where I met with John 

Trager, curator of Desert collections. 

Huntington is on 207 acres of land 

with 130 of these dedicated to 16 

themed gardens the largest of these 

being the Desert Garden. The desert 

garden is one of the largest and oldest 

displays of cacti and succulents in the 

world. It features more than 2000 

species of cacti and succulents in 60 

landscaped beds. 

I was blown away by the sheer 

scale of the garden. It is situated 

on a natural incline, so the views of 

the garden were remarkable. It was 

late spring so many of the plants 

were in full bloom with large swathes 

of colours throughout. I was excited 

to see many plants that have been 

recently introduced to the RBGM 

through the Robert Fields Collection, 

in particular very large specimens of 

Echinopsis terscheckii which I had 

not seen before in maturity. John 

also gave me advice on species that 

we don’t currently have that would 

be suitable to Melbourne’s climate, 

and tips on getting some of the cold 

sensitive plants through our winter 

months. 

As I walked around with John it 

became apparent that we share many 

of the same challenges managing the 

landscape at the RBGM. Phytopthora, 

which is a soil based fungal disease, 

was evident throughout the garden 

particularly in many of their Agavaceae 

species. At this time, they did not 

have a management plan to deal with 

this issue. At the RBGM, we have 

instigated a soil drenching treatment 

program to manage Phytopthora as 

well as processes to ensure our tools 

are cleaned with Phytoclean to prevent 

further soil contamination, which I 

was able to share with John. They 

also had some challenges managing 

Nothoscordum (onion weed). Geoff, 

one of the horticulturists estimated 

he spent around 20 hours a week 

weeding out Nothoscordum due to 

their management approach not to 

apply herbicide. At RBGM we have 

produced maps of areas that contain 

Nothoscordum and have a routine 

treatment program using a herbicide 

to hopefully eradicate it.  

One major difference between 

Huntington and RBGM was that 

they had virtually no theft within 

the Desert Garden. Theft has been 

a major issue in the arid garden 

since its establishment. I think there 

are probably two main reasons for 

this difference. Firstly, cacti and 

succulents are far more common in 

the USA and were commonly used in 

street planting everywhere I visited. 

Secondly, Huntington, like all Botanic 

Gardens I visited, has only one 

Large Yucca brevifolia (Joshua Tree) in the Mojave desert

scholarship report
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Joshua Tree National Park landscape

Huntington Botanic Garden with Droseanthemun floribundum  flowers in foreground

scholarship report
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and created a strong visual presence. 

One of my favourite species I found 

mainly throughout the Mojave Desert 

was Echinocereus mojavenus (Mojave 

mound cactus). Again, I was fortunate 

to find this plant in full bloom.  This 
Yucca is native to the Mojave Desert 

and has many traditional uses. The 

tough leaf fibres are used to make 
ropes, nets, sandals etc.  The roots 

are mashed up to produce a lather 

and used for soap. The flower petals 
are boiled and eaten and the seeds 

are also ground and either cooked 

or chopped up for tea.  But of course 

the heroes of the JTNP have to be 

the Joshua trees themselves.  To see 

these plants growing in their natural 

environment was certainly one of the 

highlights of my trip.

My next stop was Phoenix, Arizona 

about four hours drive from Palm 

Springs.  Within around five minutes of 
crossing the border from California to 

Arizona, I started to see Saguaro cacti 

dotted trhoughout the landscape, as 

well as many being used as street 

plantings along the highway. One 

thing that intrigued me was many of 

the newly planted Saguaro had been 

covered by a mesh-like material. The 

reasoning for this would be explained 

to me later. 

I spent a day with Raul Martinez 

who is a Research Botanist and 

Curator of living collections at the 

Desert Botanic Gardens. This garden 

was founded by the Arizona Cactus 

and Native Flora Society in 1937 and 

has more than 50,000 plants and more 

than 4,000 taxa. One third of these 

plants are native to the area, including 

entrance/exit which makes it much 

harder to steal plants unnoticed. John 

was quite shocked when I told him 

about the extent of the theft of cacti 

at the RBGM.

My next stop was the Joshua Tree 

National Park (JTNP). I picked up 

a hire car in LA and immediately 

jumped in the wrong side of the 

vehicle and knew this wasn’t going 

to be the most relaxing road trip. My 

plan was to drive around two hours 

to Palm Springs where I was staying 

which is about a 45-minute drive from 

the JTNP, and take some time to relax 

after the stress of driving through 

LA on the wrong side of the car and 

road. Instead, I was so excited to see 

my first Joshua Tree and to see cacti 
growing in the wild I dropped my 

bags in the room and headed straight 

off. As I was driving, I went through 

a small town called Yucca Valley. 

Out of the corner of my eye on the 

other side of the road I saw two of the 

largest cacti I had ever seen. I wasn’t 

actually sure they were real as they 

were growing through the pavement 

of the main street. I made a point of 

making sure I stopped there on my 

way back. It turned out they were real, 

and I was seeing my first Saguaro 
cacti (Carnegiea gigantea) which was 

a great surprise as they are generally 

not found in this area. 

The  JTNP is truly an amazing 

place. It’s hard to describe but 

there is something magical, almost 

spiritual, about the area. Just to see 

a Joshua tree (Yucca brevifolia) was 

amazing, but to see them growing 

in their natural environment was a 

dream come true. The park is part 

of two distinct desert ecosystems, 

the Mojave Desert and the Colorado 

Desert, which is part of the Sonoran 

Desert. The two arid ecosystems are 

vastly different in appearance. The 

entire park is close to 800,000 acres 

of land. The Colorado Desert, where 

temperatures are usually higher, is 

below 3,000 feet and is considered 

“low desert” compared to the wetter 

and more vegetated Mojave “high 

desert” above 3,000 feet. 

I first explored the Mojave area 
and was greeted by fields of large 
Joshua trees. I was surprised about 

how abundant they were.  I had 

just missed them flowering by a few 
weeks, but large fruits were forming.  

These large Yuccas are tree like in 

habit and can reach a height of 15m. 

The trunks consist of small fibres 
and lack annual growth rings making 

determining their age quite diificult, 
but they are known to live for hundreds 

of years with some specimens surving 

for a thousand years. They also have 

a deep and extensive root system, 

with roots reaching down as far as 

11m. The Colorado area on the other 

hand had no Joshua trees at all. I 

asked one of the rangers about this 

and he explained that they could 

be found here many years ago but 

due to changes in the climate they 

had all died off. I took a number of 

hikes and came across many cacti 

and wildflowers, most of which were 
in full bloom. Opuntia basilaris var. 

basilaris (beavertail prickly pear), a 

beautiful little pricklypear with purple 

coloured paddles and bright pink 

flowers were dotted across the 
landscape. Ferocactus cylindraceus 

(Californian barrel cactus) a species 

of barrel cactus that can reach o 

height of two metres could be found 

in large groups mainly on the slopes 

of the hills.  These plants have bright, 

straight red spines to begin with that 

become curved and grey with age. I 

was fortunate to see it in both forms.  

Fourqueierai splendens (Octillo) which 

for most of the year appear to be an 

arrangement of spiny dead sticks, 

were in full leaf and bloom.  They 

were one of the more dominant plants 

through the Colorado Desert area 

Fouquieria splendens (Octillo) 

scholarship report
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me in the pronunciation of some of 

the species I had been pronouncing 

incorrectly. The Garden itself was 

amazing, and was the perfect blend 

of ornamental displays and areas that 

represented the natural environments 

that the plants live in. I took great 

inspiration from this. 

While in Phoenix I also took a hike 

to Lost Dutchmen State Park. It was 

here that I truly got to experience the 

around 380 species which are now 

rare, threatened or endangered. The 

first thing that hit me as I arrived at 
the Garden was the abundance of 

Saguaro cacti. Apart from the two 

enormous ones I had seen in Yucca 

Valley, this was my first up close 
encounter with these plants, and the 

timing couldn’t have been better as 

they were all in full bloom. Raul is an 

incredibly knowledgeable person and 

took the time to pass on some of his 

knowledge to me. He taught me about 

the growth habits of the Saguaro 

cacti, in particular the need for them 

to have a ‘nurse plant’ in order to 

survive in the wild. A nurse plant is a 

plant that creates an environment that 

is less severe for young seedlings 

growing underneath it to survive in the 

harsh desert conditions. This could 

be seen throughout the rest of my 

trip throughout Arizona, with the most 

common species of nurse plant being 

Parkinsonia microphyla (Foothills palo 

verde) which were also in full bloom. 

Raul explained the theory that the 

Saguaro’s shallow and extensive root 

system means they take advantage 

of the majority of available water and 

nutrients, eventually resulting in the 

death of its nurse plants. Hearing this 

information made me think about the 

Saguaros I had seen wrapped in the 

mesh material earlier, and I asked 

Raul about this. Indeed, this was to 

protect the plants from the harsh 

conditions in place of a nurse plant, 

and he actually showed me some 

of their recent transplants using this 

technique. While the Saguaro cacti 

themselves benefit from protection by 
their nurse plants, the Saguaro also 

provide protection for many desert 

dwelling animals. The gilded flicker 
and Gila woodpecker excavate nest 

cavities inside the soft flesh that can 
be 15ºC cooler on a hot day. When 

a woodpecker abandons a cavity, elf 

owls, screech owls, purple martins, 

finches and sparrows often move in 
and make it their home. Raul was 

also quite the expert when it came 

to Agaves and offered his assistance 

to help identify many of the Agave 

species at the RBGM, which can 

be notoriously difficult to identify. 
Embarrassingly, he was able to correct 

Saguaros in their natural environment 

for the first time. In my mind I had 
imagined that Saguaros would be 

sparsely scattered throughout the 

landscape, but what I found were 

dense forests of Saguaro in amongst 

fields of Palo verde creating a sea 
of yellow. Adding to this was the 

backdrop drop of the Superstition 

Mountains. It was visually inspiring. 

It turns out this was just a preview of 

Large Saguaro in Lost Dutchmen State Park with Parkinsonai 

microphylla (Palo verde) flowering

scholarship report
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what was to come as I headed off to 

the final stop on my trip the East and 
West Saguaro National Parks. 

From Phoenix I drove to Tucson 

which is situated at the foothills of 

the Saguaro National Parks. While 

in Tucson I visited the Arizona–

Sonoran Desert Museum. This is a 

very interesting garden as it is part 

Botanic Garden, part Zoo, and part 
Natural History Museum. All up it is 98 

acres which includes plants from over 

1,200 taxa with over 56,000 individual 

specimens, a living animal collection 

containing 4,892 specimens of 242 

species, and mineral and fossil 

collections of 16,853 specimens. I 

met with Julie Wein (Horticulturist) 

and her husband John Wein (Nursery 

Manager and Propagator). Some of 

the highlights of visiting the Garden 

was seeing large Neobuxbaumia 

polylopha commonly known as 

Golden Saguaro. I’m happy to say we 

now have one large specimen which 

was obtained through the Robert 

Fields donation. Another plant I came 

across, that we have several small 

specimens of throughout the RBGM, 

is Pachycereus pringlei also known 

as Mexican giant cardon or elephant 

cactus. These plants are quite similar 

in appearance to the Saguaro but 

amazingly they can grow substantially 

larger. The Saguaro commonly reaches 

upwards of 12m, whereas the Mexican 

giant cardon commonly reaches 18m 

and higher. The largest specimen we 

have growing in the RBGM would 

be less than 0.5m, so to see mature 

specimens of this plant was a real eye 

opener. The Garden itself is located 

within the West Saguaro National Park 

so it has a very natural feel about the 

landscape. After visiting the Garden, 

it made sense to spend some time 

exploring the National Park.

The West Saguaro National Park 

is lower in elevation and boasts a 

denser Saguaro forest, whereas the 

eastern section is larger and more 

mountainous. The Park consists of 

92,000 acres of land and is home 

to 25 species of cacti ranging from 

the towering Carnegiea gigantea 

(Saguaro) to the tiny Mammilaria 

microcarpa (Fishhook cactus). One 

of the more dominant and dangerous 

Echinocereus mojavensis  
(Mojave mound cactus) Close up of Saguaro flowers

Saguaro forest in Saguaro National Park 

scholarship report
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genera found throughout the National  

Park was Cylindropuntia (Cholla) with 

seven different species throughout. 

Most are commonly referred to as 

‘jumping cholla’. These plants 

have very loose joint attachments 

and barbed spines that will attach 

themselves to anything or anyone 

that comes into contact with them, 

hence the name ‘jumping cholla’. The 

loose joints are not only useful for self-

defence but will often take root and 

form a new plant. One other striking 

plant that I regularly encountered was 

Ferocactus wislizeni (fishhook barrel 
cactus or Arizona barrel cactus). This 

is a ball shaped cactus that grows to 

a cylindrical shape with age. Typically, 

it grows to 1.8m in height and 7m 

in diameter, however, specimens as 

wide as 9m and 3m tall have been 

recorded. This cactus has a habit of 

leaning southward, toward the sun to 

the point they often uproot themselves 

and fall over, which I witnessed on 

several occasions. Something that 

struck me about all the National Parks 

I visited was the quality of the signage 

and the amount of information that 

could be obtained just from reading 

them. In addition to this, the Park 

Rangers and the staff working in the 

Visitor Centres were so helpful and 

seemed to enjoy answering questions. 

If someone couldn’t answer a question, 

they were happy to make calls and 

put you in contact with someone that 

could. 

I would like to thank the Friends for 

this incredible opportunity, which has 

been an immensely valuable learning 

experience for me as a Horticulturist 

and stands out as a highlight of my 

career. Many of the Gardens and 

natural areas that I visited on my travels 

have heavily influenced and inspired 
the design for the redevelopment of 

the Arid Garden. With this project 

nearing its completion, I hope you 

can visit and experience some of the 

interest and wonder of arid plants that 

I did throughout my tour. 

Bret Pritchard

Horticulturist 

Melbourne Gardens

All photos provided 

by Bret Pritchard. Two enormous Carnegiea gigantea growing  in main street of Yucca Valley

scholarship report
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The importance of 
volunteers – the Events 
Committee
For the past year, Friends of the 

Royal Botanic Gardens have been 

kept informed and united through 

the work of the Events Committee.  

Every week, tremendous talks and 

views of gardens of the world through 

Zoom sessions have been presented 
and this is due to the diligence of 

a group of volunteers – the Events 

Committee. This band of volunteers 

has been the life line for the Friends 

at home during this COVID–19 period, 

by bringing them the botanical world 

of horticulture, international gardens, 

plants, gardening tips and botanical 

painting, a diverse range of topics for 

the much anticipated weekly talks.

Heading this group is Lisa Steven, 

who took on the role in late 2019, 

joining a number of people who have 

tirelessly given time and energy in 

keeping members engaged and 

attracting new members to a range 

of activities.  Judy Hajdu is one such 

member with 15 years helping to 

arrange events for the Friends.

Judy started by participating 

on the committee and by helping 

at events serving wine and coffee 

then Judy offered to organise Fit 

Friends’ Rambles. These rambles 

enabled Friends to explore different 

parts of Melbourne visiting public 

parks, private gardens and historical 

precincts. Members went to the Koori 

Heritage Centre and discovered 

the plantings in Birrarung Marr. In 

Kew, members wandered through 

Alexandra Gardens and along historic 

streets. One highlight was identifying 

the Art Deco buildings in the city 

with an entrée into a magnificently 
renovated boardroom in the 

Manchester Unity Building. In winter, 

rambles included a tour of specific 
paintings in the NGV. In summer the 

self-drive ramble to the Blue Lotus 

Garden was a brilliant success. In 

Footscray the Friends went to view the 

plaques commemorating World War 

I servicemen of the area, adjoining 

the Edwardian Park stretching down 

to the Maribyrnong River. A recent 

visit was to Duldig Studio where 

the garden is dotted with charming 

The Events Committee tries to 

focus on ideas for the home gardener, 

and those who do not have gardens 

but enjoy the Royal Botanic Gardens 

by creating interactive activities such 

as the walks through the gardens and 

talking plants once a quarter.  These 

activities bring the Friends together to 

learn, to meet people and to broaden 

the horizons for everyone.  

Over the past nine months talks 

have been on Zoom and this has kept 
everyone together and the Events 

Committee is already planning next 

year’s program – so stay tuned!

For Judy, this experience of 

volunteering has broadened her 

knowledge of Melbourne and horticulture 

with the opportunity of working with 

enthusiastic Committee Members and 

meeting friends with similar interests. 

The Friends would love everyone to 

think about volunteering, particularly in 

an area that helps to develop your skills, 

make new friends and learn new things. 

So, if you are interested in volunteering 

in any activity, please contact the 

Friends of Royal Botanic Gardens  

Melbourne on friends@frbgmelb.org.au 

or telephone 9650 6398.

Diana Barrie  

Volunteers Convener

sculptures. Rambles were led by 

Judy but experts from the venues 

explained the designs and plantings. 

The Friends also ventured further 

afield by taking train rides to places 
such Kyneton and Castlemaine, 

where they visited Open Gardens, 

Botanic Gardens, riverside bushland 

and even Galleries. Judy has found 

many not well-known places in her 

search for different and interesting 

places such as the Chinese Joss 

House, Darebin Parkland and 

Parliament House Gardens. Rambles 

are popular as Friends meet others 

with similar interests and enjoy their 

company during the walks and over 

coffee in congenial cafes. 

Judy was also involved in inviting 

speakers for Talking Plants where the 

focus is on specific plants. Previous 
speakers have included  Meg Bentley 

who came and discussed Salvias 

while Merrlye Johnson instructed the 

Friends on perennials. Attila Kapitany 

also enthused about succulents and 

cacti and offered us cuttings. Talks 

have varied from Autumn colours, 

to hellebores, begonias and flower 
arranging. The key is to identify areas 

of interest and provide appropriate 

topics. 

Members enjoying a visit to Blue Lotus Water Garden

members
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Botanical Art Classes and 
Workshops

The Friends host botanic art 

classes every day over an eight-week 

term. These classes accommodate 

students of all levels ranging from 

Beginners’ classes, targeted to 

students new to botanic art or for 

those who wish to refresh their skills, 

to advanced students. All students 

must be current members of the 

Friends to participate in classes and 

must have completed a Beginners’ 

Course before enrolling in a class.

Classes for Term 4, 2020 

commenced in early October and 

all classes are two hours in duration. 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions 

these classes are being delivered 

online.  Over the past six months 

we have found Zoom to be a 
successful teaching medium which 

has enabled us to reach a wider 

student base than usual. We have 

been delighted to find our online 
art classes have been very well 

received by students from regional 

Victoria, interstate and overseas as 

well as our local students. In pre-

COVID times classes are usually 

held in the gallery at Domain House, 

adjacent to the Royal Botanic 

Gardens, Melbourne.

Our experienced tutors are well 

regarded award-winning Botanical 

Artists who regularly exhibit locally 

and internationally. Depending on 

your class and skill level, tutors may 

work on a specific skill or project for 
a term.

For bookings and information, 

please see our website: www.

rbgfriendsmelbourne.org.au or 

contact the Friends’ office on 9650 
6398.

 

The Whirlies  
(Botanical Illustrators) 
The Whirlies continue to miss their 

regular Tuesday meeting due to the 

COVID-19 restrictions. However, 

they are keeping in touch regularly 

by phone and in addition Helene 

Wilde has initiated a newsletter 

in which members of the Whirlies 

can keep each other up to date on 

their art projects and related news.  

The Art of Botanical 
Illustration Exhibition – an 
online Exhibition
The Friends are proud to present the 

15th exhibition of ‘The Art of Botanical 

Illustration’ (TABI, 2020). Botanical 

Illustration is one of the oldest artforms 

used throughout history, originally to 

identify plants for medicinal use. It 

continues to play an important role 

in scientific plant identification and 
classification. 

This beautiful exhibition, including 

works from leading Australian and 

International botanical artists, is being 

presented as an online exhibition, 

running from September 19th until 

December 31st this year. 

The exhibition and related lectures 

and activities may be viewed on the 

Friends of the Botanic Gardens website 

https://tabi.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org/.

We were delighted to receive 175 

submissions of art works from a total 

of 79 Australian and overseas artists. 

Of these 154 and art works have 

been selected for inclusion in TABI 

2020.  Many of the art works came 

from Melbourne and regional Victoria 

artists but we are delighted to receive 

a significant number of works from 
interstate artists from South Australia. 

Queensland, New South Wales, ACT, 

Tasmania, and Western Australia. 

New Zealand, UAE, Singapore, 
France and Dubai are represented by 

international artists. 

Jane Edmanson, OAM, ABC’s 

Gardening Australia presenter and 

Friend of the Gardens, opened the 

exhibition and announced the Celia 

Rosser award winners. You can see 

her opening presentation on the 

Exhibition web site.

A highlight of the TABI exhibition 

since 2002 is the awarding of the 

Celia Rosser Medal to the artist(s) 

whose work in the exhibition is judged 

by Celia as outstanding. This year 

the award went to two recipients - 

Dianne Emery for her beautiful 

depiction of two Amanita muscaria 

(fly agaric) and Joanne Knott for 
her lovely natural depiction of the 

Banksia petiolaris. Dianne Emery is 

a Melbourne based artist and has 

been a tutor with the Friends for 

Dianne Emery - 

Amanita muscaria 

illustrators

about:blank
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4. Eunike Nugroho from Indonesia,  

for her delicate watercolour 

of a single garlic bulb entitled  

“Graceful Garlic”, Allium sativum.

Six works have been acquired from 

TABI 2020 for inclusion in the State 

Botanical Collection. These artworks 

will be held in the comprehensive 

botanical library which is housed with 

the State Botanical Collection at the 

National Herbarium of Victoria. Four 

of these works are from Australian 

artists:

• The delicate watercolour of the 

rare Amyema lilnophylla, Buloke 

Mistletoe by Amanda Blake-

Sutterby.

• The wonderfully detailed and life 

like Grevillea buxifolia, the Spider 

flower, done in scraperboard by 
Linda Lunnon.

• The beautiful purple Hydrangea 
macrophylla by Tess Mahar

many years. This is Dianne’s 4th Celia 

Rosser medal which speaks to her 

skill as a botanical artist. Joanne is a 

well-known botanical and landscape 

artist based in South Australia. This is 

Joanne’s first Celia Rosser medal – a 
special achievement to have her work 

recognised by Celia Rosser who is 

world renown for her three-volume 

series of monographs, The Banksias.

Celia nominated four works for 

an Honourable Mention: 

1. Jennifer Taranto  from the 

Adelaide Hills, for her beautiful 

and lifelike depiction of the 

tamarillo,  Solanum betaceum 

2. Haya  Alketbi  from Dubai, for her 

lovely and realistic watercolour of 

five pears, Pyrus sp. 

3. Beverly Allen from Sydney, for her 

delicate flowing watercolour of 
the red flowering gum Corymbia 

ficifolia cv. and 

• The delicate and lifelike Vaccinium 

corybosumm, Blueberries, by 

Lioudmila Volodina.

And two were purchased from 

international Artists :

• The delicate and rare 

Paphiopedilium fairrieanum 

(Fairries II) by Eunike Nugroho, 

Indonesia

• The stunning blue Iris germanica, 

‘Indigo Princess’, by Francoise 

Piquet-Vadon, France. 

The TABI 2020 Exhibition Committee 

included Thea Clarke,  Simon Deere, 

Dianne Emery, Sue Foran, Jan Gilfillin, 
Jessie Ford, Merle Hathaway, Helen 

Heath, Mali Moir, Olivia Hutchinson, 

and Jill Scown. The whole  Committee 

worked extremely hard to convert 

a physical exhibition to a virtual 

exhibition at very short notice. 

However, we have been rewarded 

with a beautiful, professional and 

easy to navigate web site. This would 

not have been possible without the 

website design by Beto Caceres 

together with invaluable and time 

consuming technical input from 

Thea Clark and dedicated work from 

Jill, Georgina and Karlene from the 

Friends’ Office.
The Friends are truly delighted to 

invite you to our first virtual TABI 2020, 
to explore the beautiful art works 

exhibited, gain further information on 

the artists, participate in some of 

the Exhibition events and activities 

and see some of the artists at work. 

All art works are for sale throughout 

the exhibition and profits go to the 
Friends of The Botanic Gardens to 

support the Royal Botanic Gardens, 

Melbourne.

 

TABI 2020 is available 

until December 31st at   

https://tabi.rbgfriendsmelbourne.

org

Sue Foran

Convener

Joanne Knott - Banksia petiolaris 

illustrators
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Jennifer Taranto - Solanum betaceum
Haya Alketbi - Pyrus sp

Beverly Allen  - Corymbia ficifolia cv. Eunike Nugroho - Paphiopedilum fairrieanum 

illustrators
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September and October have 

definitely had their ups and downs. 
On the one hand, the ‘lockdown’ 

has really taken its toll on all of us. 

On the other hand, Spring has 

sprung wonderfully this year and 

with all the rain we have had, 

gardens all over Melbourne are 

looking lush and bursting with life.

Another plus is that the RBGM 

has opened its gates again! Great 

news! 

The Photo Group organised 

a short series of ‘Zoom’ lectures 
covering composition and 

some other basic photographic 

techniques. This was quite a new 

path for the group and it proved  

very  successful. Members have 

learned new things and refreshed 

old skills and this is reflected in 
their images posted to our Flickr 

page.

We are also in the process 

of putting together our activities 

calendar for 2021. This has taken 

longer owing to the vagaries of 

COVID-19 but we are looking 

forward to a new look for 2021.

David Forbes
ConvenerPhoto: Tim Barker

Photo: Tim Barker Photo: Adnan Mansour

photo group 
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Photo: Karen PykePhoto: Steven Bywater

Photo: Kath Dupleix Photo: Tim Barker

photo group



Calendar

Note:  The Friends’ Inclement Weather Policy states that outdoor events may 

be cancelled and the Nursery will not be open for sales if the temperature is 

predicted to be 33oC or above.

December

2 Botanising in Yunnan, China & Tibet – Diana Barrie p10

8 Our Shakespearean Romp – Mary Ward p10

13 The Acacia Project – Pam McDiarmid p11

14 Friends’ 2020 Christmas Party p11

February

2 Aboriginal Heritage Walk with Christopher Jakobi p12

9 Aboriginal Heritage Walk with Christopher Jakobi p12

11 Celebrating Chinese New Year – Mali Wilson p12

15
Ferdinand von Mueller’s vision for the 
Gardens – Dr Sara Maroske 

p13

17
‘Stonefields’ the creation of a very 
personal garden – Paul Bangay

p13

19 The Gardens’ first five acres – Mary Ward p13

23
Birds across Melbourne’s Urban  
Landscape – Dr Kerryn Herman

p14

25 The Garden of Red Rocks– Carol and Alan Schwartz p14

27 Melon Basketry – Jodie Goldring p14

Learn from leading national and international 

designers and plants people who are setting 

new standards for landscape design and 

planting of public places.

Activities 
Garden Tour Friday 19 March
Conference Saturday and Sunday 20 and 21 March
Workshops Monday 22 March

The Australian Landscape Conference provides a unique 
forum to hear from world leading landscape and garden 
designers about the work that interests and inspires them 
– Melbourne March 19-22.
 
For further information go to landscapeconference.com

19-22 March 2021 

Melbourne Convention 

& Exhibition Centre

REGISTRATIONS NOW OPEN

2021
AUSTRALIAN
LANDSCAPE
CONFERENCE


