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Nepenthes lowii

Repairs to Plant Craft 
Cottage to preserve 

historical elements of 
the building

In 2019/2020 the Friend’s Trust Fund has
supported projects which have many 
positive impacts including:

• Supporting the visitor experience 
through the purchase of two new 
Garden Explorers

• Continued investment in valuable 
research including the 2019-2020 
Helen McLellan Research Grant 
recipient Alastair Robinson’s research  
of the Nepenthes genus

• Enhancing the visitor experience with 
installation of new drinking fountains 

• Maintaining the historical treasures of 
the Gardens through repairs to Plant 
Craft Cottage 

• Scholarships to RBGV staff giving 
them opportunities to expand their 
knowledge.

How have your 
donations supported 

the Royal Botanic 
Gardens?

to support the Friends’ Trust Fund Annual Appeal
www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org or phone (03) 9650 6398

DONATE TODAY

We need your support so
the Friends’ Trust Fund can

continue to invest in
research, new development
such as the Sensory Garden
and maintain the historical

elements of the
Melbourne Gardens
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The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Melbourne Inc.was formed to stimulate 
further interest in the Gardens and the 
National Herbarium and to support and 

assist them whenever possible.
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Winter in the 
Melbourne Gardens
1. Karen Pyke - 
Hellebore
2. Jane Bennett - 
Heron
3. Kath Dupleix - 
Camellia sasanqua
4. Jane Bennett - 
Helleborus foetida
5. Nicky Rollinson - 
Clivia miniata. 

Cover Image
Banksia coccinea -
Terry Walsh
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First and most importantly, I hope you and your families are 
well. It has certainly been quite a year so far and who could 
have imagined how our lives would change so quickly. 
At the start of the year the bushfires raged and smoke 
enveloped much of the eastern seaboard. Then there was 
the destructive hail and the blanket of red Mallee topsoil, 
followed by torrential rain from ex-cyclone Esther.

That all seems so long ago now as our lives have been 
consumed with news and effects of COVID-19. We very 
much appreciate your patience and understanding at 
this time as we work to keep you engaged and informed 
in a very different way from usual. Our office staff are still 
working hard, from home, and through their efforts we 
should be able to bring you an interesting selection of 
programs online during the Winter quarter. 

Unfortunately these changes affect those members 
without online access more directly, but I hope as many 
of you as possible will take the opportunity to watch and 
indulge in a bit of real armchair travel. Botanic News has 
also not been immune, but it will be printed in its regular 
glossy format again as soon as possible. Big thanks to Meg, 
Andrea and Jill for organising this electronic edition for us.

It has been a challenging time for everyone in the 
community and we are especially grateful for your 
continued support. By supporting the Friends, you are 
supporting the vital work of all that makes the Royal Botanic 
Gardens Victoria so important to us. Time spent in the 
beautiful Melbourne Gardens never fails to lift the spirits 
and hopefully we shall be back there before too long. They 
are a place to reflect on the beauty and resilience of nature 
while reminding us of our own duty of care to preserve what 
we have for future generations. We are looking forward to 
seeing what has been going on in our absence, particularly 
in regard to the Arid Garden. We were delighted to hear that 
succulents grown by the Growing Friends were selected 
for planting there.

During Volunteer Week in May we take great pleasure in 
joining with other organisations in officially thanking all our 
volunteers, and it is disappointing that this year we shall 
have to miss out on our special Thank You morning tea at 
the Plant Craft Cottage.  Particular thanks however, are due 
to our wonderful Botanic Art member, Sandra Sanger. For 
the last 17 years Sandra has been coordinating the Whirlies, 
that group of dedicated and experienced botanic artists 
who produce so much of the work seen in our exhibitions 
like TABI and reFraming Nature. Thank you Sandra for all 
the hours with the Whirlies and for highlighting the work of 
the Botanic Art program at shows and exhibitions. We look 
forward to seeing the latest work by the Whirlies group, on 
the Wattles, though an exhibition scheduled for August will 
have to be saved for a later time.

We were saddened to learn in April of the death of our 
inaugural President, Frank Phillips and extend our sympathy 
to his family. Frank was an enthusiastic member and played a 
significant role in the early years of the Friends. 

To keep up to date with what we are doing, please stay 
in touch with us via social media and the regular eNews 
bulletins. 

Mary Ward

from the president
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members
Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens 
Melbourne Inc Trust Fund
Annual Appeal 2020
Recently the Friends supported the purchase of two Garden 
Explorers for an amount of $61,000 as well as allocating 
funds to commence the instalment of a number of much 
needed drinking fountains at various points in our beautiful 
Melbourne Gardens. Both these projects will benefit 
many visitors well into the future. They were supported by 
distributions from the Friends’ Trust Fund as are the annual 
Staff Scholarships, the Helen McLellan Research Grant for 
projects undertaken by RBGV scientists and biennially the 
purchase of works of art for the State Botanical Collection 
from the Friends’ The Art of Botanical Illustration exhibition.

The Helen McLellan Research grants in 2017/2018 and 
2018/19 were awarded for a project being undertaken 
by Dr Megan Hirst, Seedbank Officer at the Victorian 
Conservation Seed Bank housed at the National Herbarium 
at the Melbourne Botanic Gardens. Seed collections from 
various rare and threatened plant species and subspecies 
that are found in alpine areas are stored in the Seedbank 
which is playing an important role in the restoration of 
areas in East Gippsland severely damaged by bushfires 
this year. In 2020 Dr Alastair Robinson was the recipient of 
the Research grant for his project The Syndrome of Plant 
Carnivory in Nepenthes. These three grants are significant 
in furthering scientific research in the Herbarium.

Your donation to the 2020 Annual Appeal will assist the 
Friends to increase its contributions in the future to a range 
of large and small projects in the Melbourne Gardens and 
the National Herbarium of Victoria. The Friends’ Trust is 
a Public Ancillary Fund. Donations of $2 or more are tax 
deductible and can be made by going to the Friends’ 
website rbgfriendsmelbourne.org and following the links. 
For telephone donations ring the Friends’ office 9650 6398.

We would greatly value and appreciate your support.
Will Jones,	Chairman,	Friends’	Trust	Fund.

The vulnerable Victorian alpine endemic Brachyscome tadgellii flowering	
in	the	Research	Garden	at	the	RBGV-Cranbourne.					Photo:	M.	Hirst	2019

The endangered Craspedia canens flowering	in	the	Research	Garden	at	
RBGV-Cranbourne.	Photo:	M.Hirst	2019

Nepenthes erucoides, discovered on the Island of Dinagat in the 
Philippines,	in	2019.	Photo:	Alastair	Robinson
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White	Oak	after	crack	appeared.	Photo	RBGV

A New Chapter for Trees at RBGV
The week before Christmas 2019 I 
arrived at Melbourne Gardens an 
hour ahead of my interview for the 
Manager Arboriculture role to visit 
an old friend. Having spent the best 
part of a decade overseas, it felt like 
the perfect welcome home walking 
through F Gate to visit the White Oak 
(Quercus aff. alba).  

The White Oak has been the 
starting point for every journey I have 
taken through the Gardens, and the 
earliest memory for my career in 
arboriculture. As a student I was first 
introduced to this tree in 2003 where I 
was overwhelmed by its magnificence. 
Over the years the tree has been 
subject to proactive management in 
multiple forms aimed at extending 
its Useful Life Expectancy and 
overall longevity. These management 
techniques were taught to students 
in a practical context. Visitors may 
not have realised that the tree had 
steel cabling installed to add strength 
to its bifurcated structure and the 
mulch bed at its base was a target 
for compaction reduction strategy 
to aid the tree and manage risk as it 
approached over-maturity. 

I began working in the tree 
industry in 1998 on the North Island 
of New Zealand as a forestry worker 
- planting, pruning, and surveying 

trees in remote locations. I came 
back to Melbourne in 2000 and 
began working in arboriculture as a 
stump machine operator and ground-
person progressing to crew lead and 
tree climber a few years later. After 
graduating from Burnley College 

in 2005 as a Qualified Arborist I 
ran a small contracting business in 
Melbourne that specialised in tree 
surgery. I moved to South Australia 
in 2007 to take up a position as 
Operations Manager with a large 
tree company and quickly grew 
and developed a consultancy 
division within the organisation 
before commencing my first Local 
Government appointment in 2010 as 
Team Leader of Arboriculture for West 
Torrens Council (Adelaide). During 
this time, I continued with my studies 
and completed a Masters in Natural 
Resource Management in 2012 while 
acting as a City Arborist for Marion 
Council. It was shortly afterward that  
I took a very exciting opportunity to 
move to the USA in 2013. I worked 
initially as a consultant and then for the 
City of Portland (Oregon) until coming 
home to Melbourne in late 2019.

I would always include a quick 
check up on the white oak during 
my visits to the Gardens and when I 
arrived for my second interview early 
in the new year I was shocked to see 
the tree had failed completely and 
was lying prostrate on the ground. 
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White	Oak	after	collapse.	Photo	Mary	Ward

Clearing	the	damage.		Photo	Chris	Cole

White	Oak	from	the	Oak	Lawn.	Photo	Charles	Carroll

As an arborist I was delighted in the 
following weeks to be part of a team, 
looking at a new design that allows the  
tree to continue its service to greet 
and educate visitors to the Gardens

While it is the end of the tree’s living 
existence, the new design (at bottom of 
previous page) will recognise the tree’s 
contribution to the gardens, capture the 
awesome nature of what happened and 
create a new meeting destination point 
for future visitors. 

The innovative design arranges 
the limbs radially around the stump 
creating a central seating place where 
there will be a focus on communicating 
the unique stories of the white oak

Since the early 1860s the tree 
had stood in its prominent location 
and, as I would learn, the complete 
mechanical failure of the tree would 
take place only a week after the 
discovery of a ‘crack’ during a 
proactive tree inspection program. In 
the end it only took a few hours once 
the cracked stem had fallen for the 
tree to completely collapse within a 
well-established and secure exclusion 
zone. In early January the fallen tree 
was cut back to reopen pathways. 

Starting work with the Royal 
Botanic Gardens Victoria earlier this 
year coincided with this major event 
- what a way to start a new chapter 
in my career.  Arboriculture is a very 
dynamic and rewarding career which 
continues to inspire and educate 
me daily. I love working at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens Victoria where I can 
continue to learn and develop and 
bring my knowledge and passion to 
care for its invaluable tree collection. 
The role of the Gardens from a 
tree perspective is important on an 
increasingly crucial scale as the plants 
attract people to learn, love, respect, 
and value the natural environment. 
The impact we have on our visitors, 
even if seemingly small, can greatly 
influence the attitudes they take home 
and the value they place on trees and 
the environment for generations to 
come. Places like the Botanic Gardens  
are more important than ever and are 
greater than the sum of their parts. 

Charles Carroll
Manager,	Arboriculture,	RBGV.

 from the gardens
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Launching	our	New	Website	
and Membership Program

If you are reading your botanic news, 
you will have visited the Friends’ new 
website. It is modern, easy to read and 
navigate, and we hope you love it. 

The new website came out 
of necessity to improve the user 
experience when booking events, 
renewing  memberships, finding 
details about the next art exhibition 
or art classes, the opening hours of 
Plant Craft Cottage or our latest news. 

We hope now you can find 
anything you could possibly want 
to know about the Friends and are 
able to book events and renew your 
membership easily. 

Coinciding with a new website, is 
the launch of our new membership 
program, TidyHQ. 

The use of TidyHQ was also born 
out of necessity to improve the user 
experience for our members and 
the staff and office volunteers who 
manage your memberships and 
event bookings. 

Using TidyHQ has several 
benefits for the Friends, including 
time and cost savings and as ‘Tidy’ 
is a Melbourne based company, 
support is local which is important 
when things aren’t quite working the 
way they should…not that we are 
expecting any issues. 

From now, all memberships will 
be processed via TidyHQ. Renewal 
letters will be automatically sent to 
you without staff or office volunteers 
doing anything. This, together with 
many other fabulous features, will 
provide significant time savings for 
the office allowing us to concentrate 
on delivering other wonderful 
programs and initiatives for you. 

We hope you will take some time 
after you have read your Botanic 
News, to explore the website site and 
next time you need to renew your 
membership, we hope you will enjoy 
the simplicity of TidyHQ. 

Georgina and Jill
The	Friends’	Office	

Home page of new website

Events Booking Page

TIdyHQ purchasing membership page

members
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Nursery	full	of	plants	ready	for	the	Autumn	Plant	Sale.	Photo:	Michael	Hare.

We Are Closed, but We Have Not Gone 
Away!
During the early months of 2020 the Growing Friends were 
gearing up for a bumper Autumn Plant Sale with lots of 
great plants – see the photo; a sea of green as we go into 
winter.

At the early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic we 
realised that, while we were preparing for the Autumn 
Plant Sale, it was unlikely to occur, so we started to make 
contingency plans for that situation. When the Gardens 
closed we were also closed, but thankfully were allowed 
two weeks to rationalise the stock and put the Nursery into 
a holding state. As the shutdown period was open-ended 
we had to assume a worst-case scenario of some months. 
Therefore the aim was to ensure that when we returned, the 
critical stock plants (from which cuttings are taken) would 
be alive and that there would be some plants of saleable 
quality.

To achieve this the Growing Friends made lists of the 
important stock plants for each section and nominated 
those which they would ‘baby sit’ for the duration of 
the shutdown. Thus for the last couple of days we had 
access to the Nursery there was a steady procession of 
cars, at intervals of approximately 20 minutes, arriving 
at the Nursery, having plants loaded into them and then 
departing.

We are grateful that during the lockdown the Gardens 
Nursery staff will keep an eye on the plants in the 
Growing Friends’ Nursery.

Andrew Laidlaw indicated in early February that 
some of our plants would be suitable for including in 
the Arid Garden. With the loss of the Autumn Plant Sale 
and the lockdown of the Nursery he suggested that 
a greater variety of plants could be used not only in 
the Arid Garden but also in the Sensory Garden, the 
development of which has already been funded by the 
Friends. Thus he was encouraged to take any plants 
which would be useful with the result that a significant 
number of plants have been set aside for planting into 
those two Gardens. Thanks to Andrew, our Sale-ready 
plants have found a home, so all the work involved in 
raising them will not be lost 

The two gardens should be completed by mid-year 
and ready for us all to admire when the Gardens are 
open once again.

Looking to the future it is probable that shortly after 
the Growing Friends return to the Nursery there will be a 
special sale so watch this space!

Michael Hare
Convener

growing friends
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A Week in Provence
Talking ONLINE with Cathy Trinca
Tuesday 23 June at 10 am
FREE	MEMBERS	ONLY
Bookings essential. 

Presented by our FRBGM Vice-
President Cathy Trinca, this talk will follow 
Cathy’s travels around Provence, France 
last year visiting gardens with some 
of the stars from the UK’s Gardeners 
World. Based in Aix-en-Provence, Cathy 
visited iconic Provencal gardens such 
as Clos Pascal and La Louve designed 
by Nicole de Vesian, picturesque hilltop 
villages, private gardens such as La Jeg, 
Pavillon de Galon, as well as the markets 
of Aix and Cezanne’s atelier. A highlight 
of the trip was the day to Bonnieux for 
lunch and the iconic garden of La Louve 
hosted by Monty Don. 

The Royal Walk
Talking ONLINE with Mali Wilson
Thursday 11 June 10 am
FREE	MEMBERS	ONLY	
Bookings essential.
Queen Elizabeth II bestowed the ‘Royal’ 
prefix on the Gardens back in 1958, 
some 112 years after its establishment by 
Lieutenant-Governor Charles La Trobe. 
The royal connection has been long-
standing and strengthened throughout 
the Gardens’ history. Gardens Guide 
and Friend Mali Wilson will regale us 
with the stories of the trees planted by 
Prince William’s grandmother (Queen 
Elizabeth), great grandparents (George 
VI and Elizabeth) and great-great 
grandparents (George V and Mary).  We 
will hear about  the tree whose parent 
may have sheltered Mary Queen of 
Scots, the palm planted by the Shah of 
Persia, and the beautiful tree planted by 
Queen Salote of Tonga.  

Beginners’	Basketry	Workshop	–	Coiled	Basket
With Jodie Goldring  
Saturday 20 June 10 am to 3  pm
Gallery 3, Domain House   BYO lunch. 
Friends $85 Non-members $110    Bookings essential. Limit 10

Jodie Goldring is a notorious gleaner, sculptor and art teacher who has a 
broad range of creative experiences to share. In this workshop you are invited 
to explore colour when creating a small but functional basket. We will strt by 
making string with fabric lengths from old shirts. The string will then be used to 
make the coiled basket using raffia with a buttonhole stitch. 

String making and coiling are both techniques you can achieve at home 
once you learn the basics. The resulting cordage can be used for myriad other 
things around the house and garden such as tying a tomato plant to a stake. 
So grab your old patterned shirts and join us for the workshop. All materials 
included but please bring an apron and scissors. No experience needed. 
Suitable for both adults and teenagers.

Due	 to	 COVID-19	 our	 Winter	
events program will be delivered 
both online and at the Gardens 
depending on regulations at the 
time.	 	 If	 the	 event	 is	 online,	 this	
is	stated	in	the	event	description.	

With	the	Friends’		Office	currently	
closed it is preferred for all events 
to	be	booked	online.		Bookings	are	
essential	for	all	events.	

Click on the web address 
below to take you directly to the 
events	page	on	 the	Friends’	new	
website	rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

events

CANCELLED CANCELLED CANCELLED CANCELLED

http://www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org/whats-on/
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Greening	our	Melbourne	Laneways         
Talking ONLINE with the City of Melbourne            
Tuesday 7 July 2 pm 
Friends $5   Non-members $10      Bookings essential. 

Melbourne’s two hundred laneways are threaded with cobbles, fabulous        
street art and moving monuments. The City of Melbourne’s Green your Laneway 
program is also ensuring that the laneways are transforming into leafy, green 
and useable spaces for everyone to enjoy.  From growing vertical gardens, to 
planting trees and creating pocket parks, there’s plenty to explore on the virtual 
tour with our City of Melbourne guide. 

Celebrating Celia Rosser
Talking ONLINE with Carolyn 
Landon
Friday 24 July 10 am
Friends $5  Non-members $10 

Bookings essential.

Celia Rosser, the Banksia Lady, is our 
beloved grand dame of unparalleled 
botanical watercolours, having spent her 
life painting the entire genus of Banksia, 
the only artist to have done so.  Join us 
to hear Carolyn Landon, author of Ce-
lia’s biography, talk of Celia’s adventures 
she has enjoyed over the past 25 years 
collecting specimens all over Australia 
for her work on the Monash University 
Banksia Project.  The work culminated in 
the production of an extraordinary three-
volume florilegium that has become one 
of the great botanical books published in 
the twentieth century.  This talk will be a 
wonderful tribute to Celia who celebrates 
her 90th birthday this year.

Fruit Tree Care Workshop
Saturday	18	July	10.30	am	-	12	noon
Growing Friends’ Nursery near E Gate
Friends $65  Non-members $85      Bookings essential. Limit 12

Deciduous fruit trees rest in winter and this is the perfect time to treat them with 
some TLC.  Attention to pruning fruit trees in late winter while they’re dormant 
and before the buds open is ideal.  Craig will cover the essentials to ensuring 
your trees will survive the winter months and thrive in the spring to support all 
the fruits of fantasy.  Craig will bring along a fruit tree to demonstrate pruning 
techniques as if it were to be planted and one to graft some multi varieties on 
as well.

events

CANCELLED CANCELLED CANCELLED CANCELLED
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In Support of Rare Plants
Talking ONLINE with Stephen Ryan 
Wednesday 19 August 
at 10 am  
Friends $5 Non-members $10
Bookings essential. 

Stephen Ryan is a past host of    
Gardening Australia and regularly 
opens his garden Tugurium to the 
public. He runs Dicksonia Rare 
Plant Nursery at Mt. Macedon. With 
this expert knowledge, Stephen will 
introduce us to fascinating examples 
of rare and unusual plants with some 
photos taken during the trips he 
leads overseas. He will expand our 
horizons by encouraging us to create 
unique gardens with rare plants that 
will gain positive comments from 
neighbours. He will explain that we 
are often helping to save threatened 
species. We can thus enrich the 
environment. 

Regenerating	Our	Victorian	
Bush 
Talking ONLINE with Neville Walsh 
and Meg Hirst
Wednesday 29 July at 6 pm 
Friends $5  Non-members $10
Bookings essential.

With the January 2020 bushfires in 
Victoria impacting so much of our 
bushland and many of our precious 
plant species under threat, never has 
the work of the Victorian Conservation 
Seed Bank at our RBGM been more 
crucial. Mother Nature is already 
slowly starting to regenerate in some 
areas but this fire season has burnt 
more rainforest – which does not 
recover well from fire – than any fire in 
recent memory. Senior Conservation 
botanist Neville Walsh and Seed Bank 
Officer Dr Megan Hirst will talk about 
their work supporting fire-affected 
plant species and how ecosystems 
adapt to their new conditions. They 
will discuss recent seed collection 
works across East Gippsland, the 
Mallee and Alpine areas and what 
lessons were learnt back in 2009 
helping to restore and regenerate 
fire-ravaged bushland after the Black 
Saturday fires. 

Beginners’	Basketry	Workshop	–	Twined	Fish
With Jodie Goldring  
Saturday 8 August 10 am to 3 pm
Gallery 3, Domain House.                 BYO lunch. 
Friends $85 Non-members $110       Bookings essential. Limit 10 
Suitable for adults and teenagers.

Learn how to use natural and man-made materials to make a decorative fish 
using the traditional basketry technique of twining. The ends of a bunch of 
cordyline leaves will become the tail. A variety of strappy plant leaves will be 
available to create interesting texture and colouration to your fish, as well as 
information about how to collect, dry and prepare your own materials to use at 
home. Buttons, wire and fabric will also be offered to add details to the finish. 
All materials included but please bring an apron and scissors. No experience 
needed.

events

CANCELLED CANCELLED CANCELLED CANCELLED
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Lakes	and	Islands
Insiders’ Experience
Wednesday 26 August, 10 am
Talking ONLINE with Mali Wilson  
Friends $5  Non-members $10
Bookings essential. 

Before William Guilfoyle, Ferdinand Mueller saw the 
lagoon and the islands in the RBGV as a sanctuary for 
waterbirds.  With the straightening of the Yarra in the 
late1800s, Guilfoyle redesigned the lagoon and wetlands, 
creating the Ornamental lake and the Central Lake. These 
are still waterbird sanctuaries. Guilfoyle was a creative, 
forward-thinking man, and one of his goals was to maintain 
the health of the lakes.  He would have loved the current 
use of floating islands to achieve this aim. It is interesting to 
compare the names given to the islands with other names 
in the Gardens. In most significant areas, the lawns are 
named after governors and royalty, while the islands are 
named after people who made practical contributions to 
the Gardens and society in general.

Sir Joseph Banks Cabinet
Botanical Bounty of the Endeavour’s 
voyage to New Zealand and Australia
Talking ONLINE with Director and Chief 
Executive, RBGV,  Professor Tim Entwisle
Thursday 27 August at 6 pm
Friends $5  Non-members $10
Bookings essential. 

The year 2020 marks the 250th anniversary 
of the first voyage of the Endeavour by 
Lieutenant James Cook around the Pacific, 
in which English naturalist and patron 
Joseph Banks and fellow naturalist Daniel 
Solander collected over 30,000 specimens 
of plants. Pressings and thousands of 
botanical illustrations somehow made it 
back to England in the face of shipwreck, 
waterlogging and the miserable conditions 
below decks. Our esteemed Director will 
provide an overview of this trip, of their 
landings in New Zealand and Australia, and 
the rich legacy flowing from this journey.

Due	to	COVID-19	our	Winter	events	program	will	be	delivered	both	online	and	at	 the	Gardens	depending	on	
regulations	at	 the	time.	 	 If	 the	event	 is	online,	 this	 is	stated	 in	 the	event	description.	With	the	Friends’	Office	
currently	closed	it	is	preferred	for	all	events	to	be	booked	online.		Bookings	are	essential	for	all	events.	Click on 
the	web	address	to	take	you	directly	to	the	events	page	on	the	Friends’	new	website	rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

events

Photo Keith Ross

http://www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org/whats-on/
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Classes
Term 3, 2020 will start in the 
week beginning Monday	 13	 July.	
Participants must be a member to 
be	enrolled	in	art	classes.
At the time of printing we do not 
know if classes will be online as 
they were in Term 2, or in person at 
Domain	House.	Please	keep	up-to-
date with current information about 
art	classes	via	our	weekly	eNews.
Classes of 8 weeks per term will still 
be held however dates and times 
will depend on how the classes are 
presented.

 
Prices	to	be	advised.

Botanical Art Classes are conducted 
by four experienced tutors, Dianne 
Emery, Mali Moir, Helen Burrows and 
Jessie Ford. Each of these tutors is 
an accomplished artist, recognised 
in her own right. They exhibit both 
locally and internationally. The 
Friends strongly recommend that 
students without prior experience 
in botanical illustration complete a 
Beginners’ Workshop before entering 
term classes.

Before we left the office to begin 
working from home, both Georgina, 
one of our office staff and Mali, one 
of our art tutors, suggested to me that 
we could try teaching our art classes 
online.  For the first five minutes, I 
wasn’t so sure, but once I got past 
the initial ‘I’m not sure about that’ 
and thought about it a little more, this 
seemed a brilliant opportunity to keep 
our loyal students engaged with what 
they love to do, during what could be 
a challenging time.  

Look where we are now...three 
weeks ago eleven classes started 
with 96% participation rate. It was a 
tedious task for the tutors to learn how 
best to present their classes, provide 
live demonstrations without sacrificing 
quality of images and prepare videos 
and information which may normally 
be presented on a whiteboard. Then 
they were also faced with learning how 
to use Zoom. But here we are, with 
approximately 40% of the students 

WhirliesWhirlies
The 24 Acacia paintings that the 
Whirlies took on as a group project are 
now complete. This exciting venture 
of illustrating rare and endangered 
wattles growing in the Melbourne and 
Cranbourne Gardens was the idea 
of Pam McDiarmid. She is to be 
congratulated on all the work and 
enthusiasm that she has put in over 
the last eighteen months.

The variation of the individual 
species and the manner in which 
each artist has chosen to illustrate 
them is quite wonderful.

We are hoping the paintings will 
go on display in the Gardens later in 
the year. Many of the group are now 
working on their contributions for the 
TABI exhibition in September.

For any enquiries about the group 
please contact Pam Habersberger – 
pamhab@gmail.com

enrolled from interstate and as many 
as six students joining us from Dubai, 
India, Singapore (2), Indonesia and 
Taiwan.  

When we can, we will most 
definitely continue classes in Domain 
House because we know online 
classes are not suitable for everyone, 
but we will also continue to deliver 
online classes as so many of the 
international, interstate and regional 
participants have been so grateful for 
the opportunity. I am asked regularly 
if we can continue to deliver online 
and I think ‘Why not!’ Much of the hard 
work around getting the program up 
and running has been done and this 
will allow us to deliver a completely 
new product to the broader botanical 
art community.

To the students who have enrolled 
in classes, thank you and we hope 
you enjoy the rest of term 2. 

Jill Scown
Customer and Relationships 

Manager

How our Botanical Art Classes have responded to 
COVID-19

illustrators

Acacia trineura by Helene Wild
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The Art of Botanical Illustration 2020
A Virtual Exhibition
This year the Friends will present the fifteenth biennial ‘The 
Art of Botanical Illustration’ Exhibition as a virtual exhibition. 

TABI, as the exhibition is fondly known, will go ahead 
despite the uncertainty around restrictions due to COVID-
19 because the Friends believe it is important to support 
the artists who loyally contribute to this exhibition. 

The exhibition is a sublime collection of some of the 
very best botanical illustration around the world and this 
year is represented by the ‘hero image’ of an Agapanthus 
Seed Head by Vicki Philipson, a long-term student of the 
Friends’ Botanical Art Program.  

Following the engagement of international artists in 
the Friends’ online botanical art classes during term 2, 
we hope to have a greater contribution from international 
artists to further lift the profile of this popular exhibition.

Whilst we are unable to present this iconic exhibition in 
Domain House, TABI, one of Australia’s most prestigious 
botanical art exhibitions, will still be delivered at our normal 
highly professional standard in an online framework. A 
selection process will still take place and the prestigious 
Celia Rosser Award for Excellence will be awarded as 
usual. To be selected, the artistic merit and scientific 
accuracy of the art work will be assessed.  

A benefit of the online presentation of TABI is our 
ability to extend the duration of the exhibition with artwork 
displayed from 19 September – 31 December, making it 
also a perfect event for online Christmas shopping. 

We hope you will join us to support The Art of Botanical 
Illustration later this year. 
 
For Artists
Applications for The Art of Botanical Illustration 2020 are 
now open. The closing date for entry and online submission 
of artwork is 9 August 2020 at 11.59pm. Artists must both 
complete the entry form and upload their high-resolution 
artwork to DropBox to finalise the application in full. 
Artists can download the ‘Information for Artists’ which 
includes both the ‘Conditions of Entry’ and the ‘FAQ’s’ by 
visiting rbgfriendsmelbourne.org/friends-art-program/tabi-
2020/). The link to the online entry form is also available on 
the Friends’ website.

The ‘Conditions of Entry’ includes several changes, 
due to the online delivery of the exhibition. Therefore we 
suggest artists read the conditions of entry carefully. 

The selection of artwork based on the criteria outlined 
in the ‘Conditions of Entry’ will take place in August and 
successful artists will be notified on 1 September 2020 via 
email. 
 
Key Dates for Artists
9 August 11.59pm Deadline for entry forms and  
images to be submitted
17	–	31	August Selection panel deliberates  
1 September Artists informed by email of results of 
selection process
19	Sep	–	31	December Exhibition live online

The Relevance of Botanical Art
In the eighteenth and nineteenth century botanical artists 
accompanied European explorers to Australia and 
accurately recorded the wondrous plants and animals 
identified on their journeys. This year we celebrate the
250th anniversary of Captain James Cook’s voyage in the 
Endeavour. During this expedition the naturalists Joseph 
Banks and Daniel Solander collected, described and 
preserved a diverse range of plant specimens and the 
botanical artist Sydney Parkinson made his painstaking 
and magnificent field drawings and watercolours while the 
plants were still fresh. 

A number of specimens and illustrations from this 
expedition are held at the Herbarium. It is remarkable 
that the Friends’ art classes and workshops continue to 
celebrate these skills two and a half centuries later.

illustrators

Agapanthus seed head painted by Vicki Philipson

https://www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org/friends-art-program/tabi-2020/
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The	Inspiration	That	Led	Me	
to	the	Plant	Craft	Cottage.
I was living in Colorado USA and 
had the opportunity and good sense 
to join the Rocky Mountain Weavers’ 
Guild. Being a spinner and knitter and 
enjoying the fibre feast on offer in this 
part of the world, I wanted to learn 
more and to find fellow enthusiasts. 
Another of my passions is gardening, 
so I saw the immediate connection 
with the Natural Dye Group within 
the RMWG. Donna Brown leads this 
group. She is a Natural Dyer involved 
in creating naturally dyed yarns and 
textiles and has taught these skills 
extensively across the United States 
and abroad. It was her vision that 
recognized the value of directing 
the Ford family’s donation towards 
establishing a dye garden.

Upon returning to Melbourne I, of 
course, looked for a guild and a dye 
group. The Plant Craft Cottage was 
recommended as a wonderful space 
where makers gather to create works 
using plant materials. The library has 
a fabulous collection of books about 
Natural Dyeing, as well as the samples 
from the Dye Group, collected over 
30+ years of experiments. So I joined 
the Friends and began attending the 
PCC activities.

The story of the Janice Ford 
Memorial Dye Garden is an interesting 
one, which many Friends of the Royal 
Botanic Gardens may enjoy. There are 
so many wonderful links between all 
that we love about nature, gardening 
and the arts.

The Janice Ford Memorial Dye 
Garden (pictured at top of this 
page) is a joint project of the Denver 
Botanic Gardens and the Rocky 
Mountain Weavers’ Guild and was 
established by a donation from the 
family of Janice Ford, an avid dyer, 
weaver and member of the RMW 
Guild. Denver Botanic Gardens 
has an emphasis on native plants 
and it champions environmentally 
responsible practices, such as water 
conservation and biological control of 
pests. It includes the main site on York 
Street Denver, the Botanic Gardens at 
Chatfield and Mount Goliath. Each 
demonstrates the varied ecosystems 
of Colorado.

The DBG at Chatfield is a working 
farm located south of Denver. In 
2014 the Natural Dye Garden was 
established in honor of Janice 
Ford. The DBG provided the site, 
as well as technical and physical 
assistance from growing seedlings 
in the greenhouse to working the soil, 
installing the irrigation system and 
providing mulch for the walkways 
and building a surrounding fence to 
protect the plants from wildlife.

Members of the Rocky Mountain 
Weavers’ Guild interested in Natural 
Dyeing, as well as being members of 
the DBG, volunteer time to tend the 
garden, harvest plant materials for 
dyeing, and dye yarn to sell. Income 
from these sales helps to support the 
guild and the dye garden.

Each Spring the group plants the 
annuals and sets the garden up for 
the Summer growing season. The 
weekly morning sessions include 
weeding, feeding and tending to the 
plants. Once crops are ready, the 
relevant plant parts (flowers/leaves/
roots/seeds) are harvested. Once this 
work is done, the dye pots are ready 
to go. The garden is quite productive 
so some materials are used fresh and 
if in abundance, the rest are dried for 
use during the winter months at the 
Guild dye kitchen.

This picture shows the size and 
layout of the garden. It was taken after 
spring planting. The far left bed has 
Hopi Sunflowers emerging (Helianthus 
annuus). Then the freshly planted 
Indigo bed (Persicaria tinctoria). 
The Dyer’s Broom (Genista tinctoria) 
and Yarrow (Achillea millifolium) bed 
lies next to the Cosmos (Cosmos 
sulphureus) and Weld (Reseda 
luteola) bed. In the foreground grow 
Coreopsis (Coreopsis tinctoria). 
The back corner is the Madder bed 
(Rubia tinctorum), and to the right is 
the Marigold (French: Tagetes putula 
and African: T. erecta), and Black 
Hollyhocks (Alcea rosea).

The Madder, Weld, and Dyers’ 
Broom are perennials. The group 
collects the seeds from the Hollyhocks, 
Sunflowers and the Indigo. These 
are then raised in the DBG Chatfield 
greenhouse in readiness for the next 
spring planting. Each year small 
plantings of different annuals are raised 
as experiments in their purported 
colour offerings.

Outreach programs run throughout 
the growing season. These include 
adult classes in various natural dye 
techniques, children’s workshops 
and dye demonstrations for DBG 
community activities using plants from 
this garden. The group demonstrates 

The Janice Ford Memorial Dye Garden, Denver

plant crafts
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 Below left.  Wool yarn dyed 
with Madder root.

Photo:N. Reiter
Below centre. Indigo ready 

for harvest.
Photo:N. Reiter

Below right. Harvest time - 
Silk scarves.

Photos supplied by the 
author.

processing wool from spinning, 
dyeing, making yarn, weaving fabric 
and printing onto textiles using plant 
materials.
Check out the Denver Botanic Gar-
dens online: www.botanicgardens.org 
Follow the Dye Garden to see what 
they are working on:
Facebook: Janice Ford Memorial Dye 
Garden
Instagram: #jfmdyegarden

Jeanette Carter, Co-convener,  
Plant Craft Cottage

Colours	from	the	garden	used	on	silk	scarves.

plant crafts

http://www.botanicgardens.org
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Craft Demonstrations
Currently due to COVID-19 restrictions 
all craft demonstrations have been 
cancelled.  We will notify you via 
eNews when the cottage is to re-open 
    When demonstrations re-commence, 
they will be presented at the following 
times:
10.30 am – 2 pm   Cost: Free
Bookings are not required.

Natural Dye 
First Wednesday in each month
Potpourri 
Second Friday
Fibre 
Second Tuesday
Basketry
Third Wednesday
Plant Card
Third Thursday
Garden Group
Second and fourth Tuesdays
Visitors are welcome to watch 
and ask questions of the working 
groups, but cannot take part in the 
demonstrations.
Friends are reminded that the Cottage 
has an extensive reference library on 
Plant Crafts.
This is a wonderful opportunity to explore 
the Cottage, the oldest building in any 
public garden in Victoria. 

This Brugmansia (Angel Trumpet 
Flower, at left)  is made out of wire, 
paper glue and acrylic paint. Each 
flower has 5 pieces of paper which 
were glued together and then paint-
ed. The leaves have all been individu-
ally cut and painted and then  all were 
glued to a branch , made of wire. The 
branches were glued together to form 
a tree trunk. The whole tree is made 
in a 1:12 scale. I have tried to make it 
as botanically correct as possible but 
there is always a bit of artistic licence.

Madeleine Bron

Please 
ring 9650 6398 
to make sure 

the cottage will 
be open

Friends’	 Trust	 Fund	Supports	Repairs	 to	Plant	Craft	
Cottage
As part of the annual donations to the Gardens, the Friends’ Trust Fund has 
funded essential repairs to the Melbourne Gardens’ oldest building. 

For several years the fascia boards and finials have needed repairs to 
prevent further deterioration of this historical treasure. 

These repairs will be completed before the end of the financial year, which 
is perfect timing as the cottage is currently closed to volunteers and visitors 
in line with the closure of the entire Melbourne Gardens due to COVID-19. 

The storage facilities (the shed) at Plant Craft Cottage will also be repaired 
as rotting base boards and several weatherboards may affect the safe 
storage of materials used by the craft and gardening groups. 

We hope to share with you some photos of the sparkling new front façade 
of Plant Craft Cottage once the repairs are completed.  

plant crafts
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International	Oak	Society	
Conference
by Peter Berbee, Arborist, Curator 
RBGV	Quercus	Collection.

The International Oak Society (IOS) 
promotes the study, sustainable 
management, preservation, appreciation, 
and dissemination of knowledge to the 
public about oaks (genus Quercus) and 
their ecosystems. Conferences are held 
every three years (every third conference 
is held outside the US) and culminate in a 
large seed exchange, honouring the IOS 
origins  of a small group of enthusiasts 
who exchanged acorns by mail.

With the support of a scholarship 
from the Melbourne Friends I attended 
the ninth International Oak Society 
Conference at UC Davis, California in 
2018. My 14 days were jam-packed. 
I attended three days of conference 
proceedings, which included lightning 
talks, workshops and poster sessions, 
and seven days of pre and post 
conference tours which included visits 
to botanic gardens, nature reserves, 
a corporate campus, farmlands and 
regenerating bushland. Two days of 
shorter trips included the State Indian 
Museum and the Californian Native 
Plant Society in Sacramento and Oak 
Discovery Day at UC Davis which 
was an introduction to the world of 
oaks, including making ink, preparing 
acorns for food and oak ecology in the 
nationally accredited oak collection of 
Shields Oak Grove which contains 
over 100 oak species. 

The conference theme was Oak 
Landscapes of the Future: Adapting 
to Climate Change. Concurrent 
sessions included oak genetics 
and evolution, urban oak habitats, 
land management and conservation 
concerns, global oak conservation, 
climate change, oak utilisation and 
cultural landscapes, plant collections 
and public garden conservation 
initiatives and Insect and pathogen 
threats to oaks. Workshops included 
Developing a Global Fagaceae 
Working Group, Structural Pruning of 
Oaks, Establishing a Consortium of 

ex situ Conservation Collections for 
Threatened North American Oaks, 
Climate Change and Californian 
Native Cultures’ uses of Oaks - Food, 
Art and Tribal Identity, Oaks of the 
Americas Conservation Network, and 
American Public Gardens Association 
Plant Collections Network Multisite 
Quercus Curatorial Group. There was 
a lot of information presented on a 
broad range of topics so I am glad 
the IOS has made available all the 
conference presentations in its 2019 
edition of the IOS journal, International 
Oaks. 

scholarship report

Above: Quercus engelmannii at 
Santa Barbara Botanic Gardens. The 

spreading habit with angular branches 
is typical of Engelmann oaks, however 

the very spreading form of this tree 
has been exacerbated by the use of 

steel supporting props. The Engelmann 
Oak is closely related to a subtropical 

group of oaks that grow in Arizona 
and the subtropical plateaus of central 

Mexico. Botanists consider it to be 
the northwestern outpost of these 

subtropical oaks in North America, now 
cut off from its evolutionary homeland 

by hundreds of miles of desert. It 
occurs in scattered groves and is now 

affected to such an extent by urban 
sprawl it has recently been classified 

as endangered.
Left: More than half of California’s 
oak species are shrubs. Quercus 

durata grows from 1 – 1.5m high and 
is largely confined to nutrient-poor 

soils derived from the somewhat toxic 
substrata of serpentinite rock.
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Highlights	of	the	tours	included:		
• seeing regenerating Quercus agrifolia 

and Q. engelmannii woodlands at 
Stanford Dish Natural Reserve and 
LA Arboretum 

• visiting Sequoia sempervirens 
forests of Northern California and 
seeing understorey Notholithocarpus 
densiflorus trees, a close relative of 
Quercus, and a plant which is highly 
prized by First Nations people 
as a source of nutritious edible 
acorns. 

• the newly landscaped oak forest 
surrounding Apple headquarters. 
Steve Jobs was very interested 
in oak conservation and 61 
species of oaks make up a large 
percentage of the 9000 semi-
advanced and advanced trees 
that were planted on 100 acres 
of the 175 acre property. Other 
trees that make up the planting 
are Californian Redwood and 
hundreds of fruit trees in an 
orchard comprising plums, 
apricots, persimmons and apples. 
The theory behind the densely 
planted grove of promiscuous 
oaks is to encourage them to 
hybridise. This is planned as 
a response to climate change 
so that successful hybrids will 
survive in a changing climate.  

Above: Old fallen granary tree. The acorn woodpecker, a medium sized ‘çlown faced’ 
woodpecker, harvests acorns directly from trees and caches them individually in small 
holes it drills in communal storage trees known as granaries. The holes are reused 
year after year and increase in numbers as new holes are excavated. A large granary, 
developed and extended over many generations, is a spectacular sight. The tree is riddled 
with thousands of storage holes along its trunk and upper limbs and following the autumn 
harvest nearly every one will contain an acorn. 
Below Miwuk tribal practitioner Kimberley Stevenot demonstrating winnowing of black oak 
(Quercus kelloggii) acorns in preparation for grinding to make flour which is leached of 
tannins before cooking.

scholarship report
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I collected acorns from this grove of I collected acorns from this grove of 
Quercus lobata. Quercus lobata. The left tree shows the The left tree shows the 
weeping form of mature age trees. The weeping form of mature age trees. The 

tree in the background on the right is tree in the background on the right is 
the Champion the Champion Quercus lobata Quercus lobata (with a (with a 

height of 46m and a diameter at breast height of 46m and a diameter at breast 
height of 3 meters) and has more height of 3 meters) and has more 

upright growth which is characteristic of upright growth which is characteristic of 
older trees of the species. The National older trees of the species. The National 

register of Champion Trees aims to register of Champion Trees aims to 
record the largest living specimens of record the largest living specimens of 

American trees. American trees. 

• UC Berkeley Botanic Gardens 
with over 90% of the collection 
being wild collected. 

• seeing all 22 species of Californian 
oaks, mostly in the wild. 

The opportunity to meet fellow oak 
enthusiasts from around the world 
was invaluable. 

Since working with the Quercus 
collection I have become interested 
in the use of acorns as food. Acorns 
have featured in the human diet 
throughout history, from Neolithic 
times to the present where acorns are 
still consumed in Korea. First Nations 
people in the USA used acorns as a 
key food source, making acorn meal 
and creating a flatbread that was 
eaten by many groups. Acorn was 
so important to many people, they 
were called ‘acorn eating’ tribes, and 
there were many of these cultures in 
California up until the 19th century. I 
was able to join several acorn cooking 
demonstrations and it was exciting to 
try acorn soup at a traditional cooking 
workshop. I also ate delicious acorn 
muffins made by the family of one of 
our guides. 

The realisation of the importance 
of oaks to animals occurred to me 
after hearing that a fellow participant 
planted his oak arboretum so 
he could attract animals to 
his property to hunt. Myriad 
animals living in oak forests 
depend on acorns for food. 
Many oaks are keystone 
species. 

I came home with a 
greater appreciation of the 
importance of our Quercus 
collection in relation to oak 
conservation. The RBGV, and 
other Quercus collections in 
Australia, are important ex 
situ collections of oak species 
from around the world, a 
legacy of the large number of 
oak species that were brought 
into the country by collectors 
in the past. This is becoming 
increasingly important as 
over 20% of the world’s 
oak species are threatened 
with extinction. Acorns 
cannot generally be stored 
conventionally in seed banks. 

They dry out quickly and become 
unviable. This means living collections 
are important for oak conservation. 
Australia’s stringent quarantine laws 
mean it is difficult to bring new plant 
material into the country. These 
factors make it important to preserve 
the oak species that we currently have 
in our collections. 

While many oak species are well 
represented in ex situ collections, 
according to the Morton Arboretum 
Species of Conservation Concern 
they are often poorly represented. 
It is important for institutions holding 
ex situ collections to expand and 
improve the conservation quality of 
those collections. 

I was able to collect acorns from 
one Californian species, Quercus 
lobata, from a grove of remnant trees 
growing on farmland. This grove 
included the Champion (the tallest 
recorded tree of its species) Quercus 
lobata. After successfully bringing 
the acorns through quarantine and 
growing them in our nursery, we now 
have young Quercus lobata trees 
growing at Melbourne Gardens, and 
several have been donated to Burnley 
Gardens and Wilson Botanic Park to 
increase the chances of long-term 

survival. This species was on my list 
to collect because it is well suited to 
Melbourne’s current and possible 
future climate and it is a stately tree. 
I was grateful to gain permission from 
the private land owners at short notice 
to be able to collect acorns. 

An important daily ritual for the 
many acorn collectors on tours was 
quickly storing bags of acorns in our 
mini fridges upon arrival at our hotels 
in the evening. Remembering, and 
reminding each other to retrieve them 
from the fridge the following morning 
was an equally important ritual! 

I am very grateful to the Friends 
for having provided this generous 
and valuable scholarship which 
enabled me to learn about the world of 
Californian oaks, and the wider world 
of oaks in general, collect acorns, and 
make contact with oak enthusiasts. 

scholarship report
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Grape	vine	leaves	in	autumn	colours.	Photo:	Karen	Pyke

The Friends’ Photo Group would like to thank John Harrison, 
our first Convener, for all his work for the group since its 
inception. John left the group late last year due to ill health. 
We all wish him the very best for his future well-being.

With the subsequent change in administration, David 
Forbes became the new Convener, and the opportunity 
was taken to survey the members asking them what they 
wanted from the group and what they felt the group was 
doing well.

The survey highlighted five general areas of photography 
that members wanted to know more about and that the 
group could assist with. The areas ranged from basic 

photographic skills, through macro photography, to 
photographic post-production.

A new group structure is being worked through where 
five sub-committees have been formed; one for each 
of the identified areas of interest. Each sub-committee 
researches information and activities it thinks will benefit 
the members’ knowledge of its area and as a result 
photography generally. The information is then shared.

Membership of these sub-committees is flexible and 
members can move between them. The thinking is intended 
to give the members ownership of their groups and keep 
ideas flowing.

Capparis arborea - Native Pomegranate  Photo:	Coula	Panagis

Grevillea rivularis.	Photo:	Keith	Ross

photo group 
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Crimson	Rosella	pair.	Photo:	Terry	Blake

Eucalypt	street	tree.	Photo:	Jane	Bennett

The COVID-19 restrictions have 
happened right in the middle of this 
process. It has slowed us down a bit but 
the sub-committees have been formed 
and their members have started working 
together.

Meetings are being held via ZOOM 
until restrictions are relaxed.

One other effect of the COVID-19 
restrictions has been the decision to 
widen our photographic target from 
only the RBGV Melbourne Gardens to 
anything to do with flora and fauna.

The photo theme for April was Birds 
and for May is Autumn. 

The results of this expansion and these 
themes can be seen in the photographs 
selected for display in this edition. 

We hope you enjoy them.
David Forbes

Convener

Last	rose	in	my	garden.	Photo:	Adnan	Mansour

For further 
information 
email David  
on sunoloc 

@bigpond.com

photo group

Cabbage	White	Butterfly.		Photo:	Richard	Kirsner.



June

11 A Royal Walk in the RBGV – Mali Wilson p10

23 A Week in Provence – Cathy Trinca p10

July

7 Greening Melbourne’s Laneways p11

20 Term 3 Classes begin p14

24 Celebrating Celia Rosser – Carolyn Landon p11

29 Regenerating our Bush  – Walsh/Hirst p12

August

19 In Support of Rare Plants – Stephen Ryan p12

26 Lakes & Islands – Mali Wilson p13

26 The Sir Joseph Banks Cabinet – Tim Entwisle p13

September

19 TABI Exhibition Online p15

Calendar

Note:  The Friends’ Inclement Weather Policy states that outdoor events may 
be cancelled and the Nursery will not be open for sales if the temperature is 

predicted to be 33oC or above.

Agapanthus Seed Head
By Vicki Philipson

      

1 51 5 t h  t h  B i e n n i a l  E x h i b i t i o nB i e n n i a l  E x h i b i t i o n

19 September - 19 September - 
31 December 202031 December 2020

Virtual exhibition
www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org


