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Celebrating Old Age 

and Regeneration
I expect that some readers 

looked at the headline and 

thought that I was going 

to help them take a more 

positive view of getting 

older and show them how to 

live longer. Well, I am, but 

my focus is not on people, 

rather it is on how Botanic 

Gardens survive and thrive.

It seems that many of 

Australia’s Botanic Gardens 

have existed for a long time and are celebrating the fact that they 

are still loved and appreciated. 

• The Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney, is celebrating its 200th 

anniversary this year. Founded in 1816, it is the oldest 

botanic garden in Australia.

• The Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens is the next oldest.

This organization will be turning 200 in 2018.

• Closer to home the St Kilda Botanical Gardens turns 155; 

Geelong Botanic Gardens, founded in 1851, is celebrating 

125 years; the Benalla Botanical Gardens 130; and lastly, our 

own Royal Botanic Gardens in Melbourne turns 170 this year.

Why do these gardens continue to be supported by their 

communities and visitors? I have some thoughts, and I wanted 

to start you thinking about this, about your own ongoing support 

and why you think it’s worth it.

These gardens have a strong brand. The words Botanic 

Garden mean something, even to the general public who may not 

understand the term. The title acknowledges that the place is more 

than a landscaped garden, and more than a park. It may have 

some qualities of both, but there is an underlying assumption that a 

Botanic Garden has a higher status and does something more.

These gardens have a well-defi ned purpose. A Botanic 

Garden, as we know, does have an underlying scientifi c basis 

for its plant collections. It documents its collection, knows 

the providence of the plants, monitors them and labels them 

(well, some!). It engages in technical and scientifi c research 
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about plants, liaising and partnering with universities and other 

institutions with a similar purpose, and it may also exchange 

seeds and other plant material with these research partners.

These gardens focus on their markets. Interestingly, people 

increasingly want to believe in something and to follow 

businesses that have a strong mission. This is illustrated by the 

rise in businesses that practise corporate social responsibility. 

Botanic Gardens can only exist if the public thinks they are 

relevant. Many of our most forward-looking Botanic Gardens 

do their best to communicate their role and activities to a wide 

audience. They focus on engaging with the local community and 

visitors about their purpose so that this key point of difference is 

understood, appreciated and remains in demand. 

They show a willingness to embrace new opportunities. The 

fact is the world is constantly changing and people don’t want 

the same thing every day. They are increasingly drawn to the 

new, different and even things that challenge the status quo. 

This is where seasonal programs, events and the services 

provided through cafes, shops, theatre, movies and concerts 

come into the picture. These things keep a garden fresh in the 

eyes of the visitor, attract new market segments and are then a 

doorway to that more serious purpose.

I wonder then, can we, the Friends, help support our Gardens 

to grow older and more attractive – by communicating more 

strongly the purpose of the Gardens, giving new things a go and 

fi nding different ways to attract a larger and more diverse community?

Sally Hirst

from the president
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 Beth Higgs OAM
Family  and friends, many 

of them members of the 

Friends, gathered in Mueller 

Hall in March to celebrate 

the life of Beth Higgs OAM 

who in 1982 was the driving 

force in founding the Friends 

of the Royal Botanic Gardens 

Melbourne. Beth and the 

role she played in doing so is 

the classic story of the right 

person being in the right 

place at the right time.

In the 1970s the Royal 

Botanic Gardens Melbourne and the National Herbarium 

of Victoria were under State Government departmental 

management, starved of funds and with minimal opportunities 

for external funding. Internationally, public institutions were 

founding Friends groups which, as independent entities, could 

raise funds for the benefi t of their institutions, separate from 

Government consolidated revenue control. The potential of 

a Friends’ group for the RBG Melbourne had been noted by, 

amongst others, Victorian Premier Dick Hamer, then-RBG 

Director Dr David Churchill, his wife Sylvia, and friend and 

colleague Golda Isaac. 

Dr Churchill had enabled the establishment of the Plant 

Craft Cotttage, formerly H Gate Lodge, which opened its doors 

in 1981, for three clearly defi ned activities – the plant crafts, 

voluntary guides and a Friends group. It didn’t take long for Dr 

Churchill to ask Beth, a member of the PCC committee, to take 

on the task of starting the Friends.

Beth’s love and knowledge of, and involvement in, all things 

plant-related was impressive, with elegance and refi nement 

overlaying everything she turned her hand to. She was 

committed to the idea of doing whatever was possible for the 

benefi t of the Gardens, which she loved. Beth had warmth and 

charm, an inclusive manner and an interest in everyone she 

met. She was enthusiastic and hard-working, very organised 

and maintained her composure and good humour whatever 

the situation. With this exceptional set of attributes, Beth was a 

perfect candidate to take on the job.

Planning meetings were held and by early 1982 Beth was 

chairing an impressive fi fteen-member Steering Committee 

consisting of members of her family, useful friends, 

acquaintances and business contacts.

Almost immediately the fl edgling Friends group became 

immersed in the Save the Lake Appeal, to raise funds to clear 

a virulent waterlily species from the Ornamental Lake. The Sun 

News Pictorial, following a direct approach from Beth, agreed 

to take on the public appeal as its 60th birthday project and 

$104,000 was the result, with the Government ‘encouraged’ to 

contribute a further $100,000 over a twelve-month period.

The success of this campaign and its publicity resulted in 

a steep increase in membership and the recruitment of willing 

helpers. With this early triumph behind them, Beth and her 

Committee set about establishing the Friends as a legitimate 

independent identity. She was elected to the fi rst Council in 

1984 and was a very active member of a number of different 

committees in subsequent years. Beth continued to be an 

enthusiastic and supportive member for the rest of her life.

In recognition of her signifi cant contributions, Beth was 

elected an Honorary Life Member of the Friends in 1994 and 

in 2004 she was awarded a Medal of the Order of Australia for 

‘Services to the community and in particular through the Friends 

of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne’. 

Through Beth’s enthusiasm, loyalty and dedication, she 

established a nurturing environment of friendship and co-operation 

as the foundation for the now-fl ourishing Melbourne Friends of the 

RBG Victoria.

Abridged from Louise Coronel’s eulogy for Beth Higgs 

presented on 6 March 2016.

Beth Higgs and Sir Ninian Stephen planted an Engelmann Spruce (Picea engelmannii) on the 
Hopetoun Lawn to commemorate the Friends’ twentieth bir thday.

Photo: Meg Miller

from the president
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In the winter edition of 

the Gardening Australia 

magazine I write about 

how gardeners can respond 

to frost – from Black 

to Jack – but thanks to 

climate c hange, freezing 

mornings are no longer 

such a problem for our two 

Botanic Gardens. Of greater 

concern is the likelihood 

of more extremely hot 

days in summer, less 

rainfall overall and more 

tree-toppling storms. Both 

Cranbourne Gardens and 

Melbourne Gardens need to plan for change. Based on 

annual average temperature projections for 2090, south-

central Victoria is expected to be warmer than present-

day Sydney, and more like Algiers in 

northern Africa, or Dubbo in central New 

South Wales. 

The Melbourne Gardens is universally 

recognised as one of the most beautiful and 

stunning botanical landscapes in the world, 

home to many thousands of different plants 

from across the globe, some of them rare and 

threatened, others awe-inspiring for their size, 

beauty or botanical curiosity. As custodians 

of this living masterpiece, we need to plan 

for more than the next few years, and our 

‘planning horizon’ should be calibrated to the 

life of a tree – a century or two. On that scale 

climate change looms large. 

In 2002 we embarked on an ambitious 

project (Working Wetlands) to collect, treat 

and distribute storm water from within and 

around the Botanic Garden. The combined 

infrastructure of a wetland fi ltration system, water treatment 

centre and complementary landscaping established our 

reputation as world leaders in integrated water management. 

We now take the next step, adapting our living collections and 

landscape to the likely impacts of climate change.

The Landscape Succession Strategy for Melbourne Gardens 

is a natural extension of the Working Wetlands project, guiding 

our transition to a botanic garden suited to the projected 

climate and environmental conditions of 2090 while retaining 

the Melbourne Gardens’ heritage character, landscape 

qualities and species diversity. Ambitious but achievable 

targets are set, such as maintaining existing species diversity 

while proportionally increasing species suited to the projected 

climate, sourcing 100% of our landscape irrigation needs 

from sustainable water, and using these changes to assist the 

community in adapting to and mitigating climate change.

While you’ll see more drought tolerant plants in Melbourne 

Gardens, it’s not all about cacti and succulents. It’s about 

planting wisely. Look at the Happy Tree (or Xi Shu; Camtotheca 

acuminata), beside William Tell Rest House and the Rainbow 

Gum (Eucalyptus deglupta) at the end of Fern Gully, both water-

loving trees doing very nicely beside our lakes. On the other 

hand, the Mexican Blue Palm (Brahea armata), prominent in 

the Guilfoyle’s Volcano landscape, is a good example of an 

attractive and unusual plant we would recommend for drier 

situations. The Forest Elder (Nuxia fl oribunda) from Africa is 

able to withstand the predicted higher temperatures but would 

require a situation with some available water.

Aside from the choice of species, we have to manage 

competition from established specimens, tend our soil, and 

capture and store as much water as possible. A changing 

climate will also bring biosecurity threats, 

such as new pests and diseases, and 

increased virulence of those already 

among us, and increased wear and tear 

on our built landscape. Those magnifi cent 

shelters and the graceful, but now very 

cracked and lumpy, paths need protection. 

Plenty to do within our fence line but 

also a wider responsibility. We’ll continue 

our work with regional Botanic Gardens 

throughout Victoria to conserve our rare 

and threatened fl ora, already in danger of 

loss of habitat, encroaching weeds and 

antipathetic land management. Climate 

change only adds to the urgency for seed 

banking, propagation, interpretation and 

restoration. 

This year marks the 170th anniversary 

of the Melbourne Gardens, and of the 

organisation, the Royal Botanic Gardens 

Victoria. Any change to the climate presents a signifi cant threat 

to a garden growing plants outside their natural range, but 

with careful plant selection and expert horticultural care we can 

transition the landscape to one more suited to Melbourne’s 

emerging climate. You’ll see familiar plants in new locations as 

well as new and equally beautiful species added to the palette. 

The Landscape Succession Strategy is the fi rst of its kind for 

botanic gardens in Australia, and possibly the world; it is set 

to become a blueprint for other botanic gardens planning for 

climate change adaption.

Tim Entwisle

Director and Chief Executive

from the  gardens
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ALL CRAFT ACTIVITIES WILL BE HELD IN THE PLANT CRAFT COTTAGE near H Gate on Alexandra 

Avenue. For further information and all bookings, please contact the Friends’ office on 9650 6398. 

Craft Demonstrations
Bookings not required

10.30 am – 2 pm

Cost: Free

Natural Dye  
6 July; 3 August; 7 September

Potpourri   
10 June; 8 July; 12 August

Fibre  
14 June; 12 July; 9 August

Basketry 
15 June; 20 July; 17 August

Plant Card 
16 June; 21 July; 18 August

Visitors are welcome to watch 

and ask questions of the 

working groups. However, 

visitors are unable to take part 

in the demonstrations.

Friends are reminded that 

the Plant Craft Cottage 

has an extensive reference 

library on Plant Crafts.

Plant Craft Cottage is near  

H gate on Alexandra Avenue.

Open 10 am – 3  pm 

Tuesday to Friday and every 

third Sunday.

Closed Public Holidays.

Sunday Open Days

19 June; 17 July; 21 August

10 am – 3 pm

Cost: Free

This is a wonderful opportunity 

to explore the Plant Craft 

Cottage, the oldest building in 

any public garden in Victoria.

Some of the plant-related 

items created by our groups 

will be on display and for sale 

in this heritage-listed building.

The Gardens at H Gate
To enter the Gardens through H Gate is to take a walk 

into history. The path follows the original course of the 

Yarra River. It is worth noting that the river was ‘moved’ 

at the turn of the nineteenth century to overcome 

problems caused by flooding, and a billabong became the 

Ornamental Lake causing changes to the habitat of the 

area. A modest plaque reminds us that aboriginal people 

‘used to meet in this vicinity before the site was chosen 

for the Botanic Gardens in 1845.’ 

Nearby, a much grander, larger-than-life roll of honour 

carved into the cliff face, lists the directors of the gardens. It 

includes names which have become legendary, beginning with 

John Arthur (1846 - 49) and ending with the current director, 

Professor Timothy Entwisle (2013 - )

To the right a series of steps leads through the Grey Garden 

to the Temple of the Winds – erected as a tribute to Charles La 

Trobe, fi rst Lieutenant-Governor of the District of Port Phillip, 

Colony of New South Wales, who, in the 1840s, set aside the 

bushland area ‘over the river,’ for a botanic garden. The Temple 

was built in 1901 by William Guilfoyle and commands an 

impressive view across the river towards the city of Melbourne.

To the left of the steps a small gate leads to the former H 

Gate lodge (now Plant Craft Cottage). Built in 1851, it has many 

interesting architectural features, and a long history as the 

oldest surviving building in the Gardens.

As H Gate lodge, its fi rst and most famous resident was Dr. 

Ferdinand von Mueller who, it is believed, lived in the cottage 

with his sisters, during the years 1853–1856. Von Mueller, the 

fi rst Government Botanist and Director of the Gardens between 

1857 and 1873 was a controversial fi gure in some respects, but 

the energy he brought to creating the specimen collections of the 

Herbarium, establishing acclimatization programs and extensive 

travels  on collecting trips won international recognition and acclaim. 

On display in the Cottage, a pen and ink drawing titled 

‘Yarra River and Botanic Gardens’ dated 1854 by early colonial 

artist, J.B. Henderson, shows the unmistakeable outline of the 

Cottage in a contemporary bush setting!

Phyl Knaggs

School Holiday 

Programs

Cards for Kids

Thursday, 7 July 2016 

Two Sessions

10.30 am – 12 noon 

and 1 pm – 2.30 pm

Cost  $10   

All materials provided

Suitable for ages from           

6 – 14 years

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

RSVP by Friday 1 July 

Using pressed fl owers and 

leaves, have fun creating  your 

very own gift card.

plant crafts

Hello Kids. Have an absorbing time making 
cards like this.
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BOOK EVENTS ONLINE, ON OUR BOOKING FORM OR DOWNLOAD ONE FROM THE EVENTS PAGE ON 

OUR WEBSITE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ offi ce

Historic Newport 

Lakes
Winter Fit Friends

Ramble

Thursday 23 June at 10 am

Friends $30   Non-members $35

RSVP by Friday 10 June 

Meet at Newport Lakes 

Reserve.  Enter via Mason 

Street, and Lakes Drive, 

Newport. Melway: 55 G3.

The native bush retreat surrounding Newport Lakes has been 

lovingly created by people with a passion to preserve places 

of natural beauty and historical signifi cance. Placid waters lap 

gently on what was once a busy quarry. The water supports 

a great variety of birdlife and is an oasis of cool calmness. 

Walking the perimeter of the lake evokes a feeling of wandering 

in a private parkland. A ranger will accompany us on our walk, 

and we will visit the indigenous plant nursery. A picnic lunch 

with bottled water is included. Please bring a thermos of tea or 

coffee if you would like a hot drink 

 

Two Illustrated 

Garden Talks 
Insiders Talks 

by Susie Brookes 

and Sue Laird

Wednesday 6 July

9.45 for 10 am to noon

The Lodge, Melbourne 

Grammar School

355 St Kilda Road, 

Melbourne

Friends $20    Non-members $25

Students $10

RSVP by Friday 1 July

Morning tea will be served 

between the two talks.

Talk 1: Six Scottish Gardens

Talk 2: Italian Renaissance 

Gardens

FRBG members travel to many places around the world to 

enjoy a wide variety of beautiful gardens and they return with 

wonderful memories and images. Join us in the charming 

surrounds of Melbourne Grammar when Susie and Sue will 

share their travels with us.

Talk 1. In the summer of 2013 Susie Brookes visited a number 

of Scottish gardens from the famous plantsman’s garden, 

Branklyn, to the Queen Mother’s windswept garden at the Castle 

of Mey. In her illustrated talk Susie will tell you a little about 

these two along with The Planthunter’s Garden, and the castle 

gardens of Crathes, Cawdor and Dunrobin.

Talk 2. Inspirational Italian Renaissance gardens were

revolutionary for their time and most defi nitely designed to 

impress with their grandeur and size. Italian Renaissance 

gardens offer the visitor not only magnifi cent vistas on a grand 

scale, but also a variety of amusing and enchanting delights. 

Take an armchair tour through some of central Italy’s fi nest.

There is free underground parking adjacent to The Lodge. Enter 

from St Kilda Road.

 

events
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BOOK EVENTS ONLINE, ON OUR BOOKING FORM OR DOWNLOAD ONE FROM THE EVENTS PAGE ON 

OUR WEBSITE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ offi ce.

National Herbarium 

of Victoria 
Winter Insiders’ Walk

Guided tour by Dr Pina Milne

Tuesday 2 August at 10 am

Gate Lodge, 100 Birdwood Ave 

Members only $20

RSVP by Monday 25 July

Meet for refreshments at 10.

The walk begins at 10:20 am.

Hot but not bothered in the desert – Dr Pina Milne will take us 

on a tour of the National Herbarium of Victoria which holds 

specimens collected by early explorers travelling through arid 

areas of Australia and overseas. Delve into the travels  of some 

of these intrepid explorers (for example John McDouall Stuart, 

Charles Sturt, Ernest Giles, Australia; Cyrus Pingle, Mexico; 

Franz Wilhelm Sieber and Christian Gottfried Ehrenberg, Egypt), 

their arduous journeys, and their documentation of plant 

diversity through specimens collected. 

NOTE that this is a strictly limited number entry so please 

book early. After having made a booking if unavoidable 

circumstances arise and you are unable to attend, please inform 

the Friends’ offi ce – 9650 6398.

Northwest Yunnan, 
hunting for 
rhododendrons
Talking Plants with Prue 

Crome and Dan Macleod

Friday 22 July at 10 am

Domain House

Dallas Brooks Drive 

Friends $20    Non-members $25

RSVP by Friday 15 July

Morning tea will be served 

at 10 am. 

Northwest Yunnan is one of the richest fl oral biodiversity areas 

on earth. Dan Macleod and Prue Crome recount their trek into a 

remote area close to the Myanmar border, in the hope of seeing 

a mass fl owering of rhododendrons, particularly of the Nerifl ora 

group. As plant enthusiasts, their appetite was truly satiated 

when traversing sub-tropical evergreen broad-leaf forests, 

bamboo swamp thickets and high montaine conifer forests. 

Their images will deliver a diverse range of plants, amazing 

landscapes and breathtakingly high snow-capped mountain 

ranges over 5000m. 

Both Dan and Prue are committee members of the Australian 

Rhododendron Society Victorian Branch.

New Members’ 

Welcome
Friday 5 August at 10 am

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium 

RSVP by Friday 29 July

Morning tea will be served.

Come and meet new friends at the New Members’ Welcome. 

It’s a ‘getting-to-know-you’ gathering in a friendly and relaxed 

atmosphere where, over morning tea, you can mingle and meet 

other members and conveners of the various activity groups 

that make up the Melbourne Friends of Royal Botanic Gardens 

Victoria. Learn about the RBGV and the role of the Friends from 

the RBGV Director, Tim Entwisle, and Friends’ President, Sally 

Hirst. The morning fi nishes with a tour of the Gardens with an 

expert Voluntary Guide. 

Invitations will soon be sent to all recently-joined Friends. 

Should you have been unable to attend a previous New 

Members’ Welcome you too are warmly invited. Please call our 

offi ce  on 9650 6398 and an invitation will be sent to you. 

 

events
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BOOK EVENTS ONLINE, ON OUR BOOKING FORM OR DOWNLOAD ONE FROM THE EVENTS PAGE ON 

OUR WEBSITE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ offi ce.

Tea and Camellias
Winter Insiders’ Walk

Tuesday 9 August at 10 am

Gate Lodge,100 Birdwood Ave

Members only $20

RSVP by Friday 5 August 

Meet for refreshments at 10 am. 

The walk begins at 10.20 am.

Take a tour of the Royal Botanic Garden’s world-class camellia 

collection which includes a range of early and modern cultivars 

and wild-collected species, some of which are fragrant. There 

are over 9 00 varieties of camellia in the Garden’s collection 

which is recognised by the Australian Camellia Society. 

Camellias begin to fl ower in early winter and can fl ower until the 

end of summer depending on the species. Come and see what 

might look beautiful in your garden, and see some of the rarest 

and most spectacular varieties. This walk starts with a refreshing 

tea – made from the leaves of Camellia sinensis.

Coombe: The Melba 

Estate
Illustrated talk by Daniel 

Sinclair Johnson

Thursday 18 August

6 for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Friends $20    Non-members $25

Students  $10 

RSVP by Friday 12 August

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk.

Dame Nellie Melba built her home on 60 acres in the Yarra 

Valley in 1909. The property and formal gardens are having a 

renaissance under the direction of her great grandsons. 

Daniel Johnson has been managing Coombe: the Melba 

Estate for the past 13 years. He spent his fi rst eight years at 

Coombe with Lady Vestey, Melba’s beloved granddaughter, 

learning the family history, importance and provenance of this 

special property. Since 2011 Daniel has been project managing 

the establishment of the restaurant, gallery and provedore, and 

the restoration of the delightful garden, which was designed 

by Guilfoyle. Coombe: the Melba Estate opened to the public 

in 2014. Daniel will guide you through the history, development 

and vision for the future.

Wild Orchids in 

Point Lonsdale
Welcome Spring Bus Trip

Thursday 1 September 11 am

$70 per person

Includes bus fare, lunch and 

refreshments. Bus departs 

at 9.30 am and returns at 

approximately 5 pm at Gate 

Lodge, 100 Birdwood Ave.

RSVP by Thursday 25 August

A Day Plan will be provided 

when you book. 

Arilpa is a small property of less than 2.5 hectares, but its intact 

habitat and species richness makes it one of the most signifi cant 

parcels of land on the Bellarine Peninsula. This Trust for Nature 

covenanted property is a small sanctuary for the native plants 

and wildlife that were once widespread across much of the 

district. Green, healthy Austral grass trees, Xanthorrhoea australis, 

dominate Arilpa’s coastal heathland. Amongst the grass trees is 

a diverse variety of other small ground-hugging plants, small and 

medium shrubs, delicate twining creepers, climbers and herbs 

that fl ourish in the heathland.

In Queenscliff, the former parsonage now known as the Old 

Vicarage overlooks the township. It was constructed in the 1860s 

for the fi rst clergyman, Rev. Henry Wilkinson, who resided there 

for 36 years. It is now in private use. Architecturally signifi cant, 

it retains its original well-proportioned form, some Tudor-derived 

detailing and a picturesque appearance, including the steeply 

pitched roofscape. It is surrounded by a garden with paths 

meandering through fl ower beds and lawns.

events
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by Michael Hare,  Convener

AUTUMN PLANT SALE

A ‘festival atmosphere’ for 

the Autumn Plant Sale was 

created by the temporary 

planting by RBGV Staff of 

Cosmos hybrids in the Acmena 

Bed. They seemed to be the 

most photographed plants in 

the Gardens and the shade 

tents set among the Cosmos 

added to the effect. Against 

this backdrop the Sale was a 

resounding success; the total 

value of plants, raffl e tickets and memberships sold over the 

weekend was $30,900 (almost a record).

The scene was set by the Saturday morning rush. It was 

frenetic from the time the doors opened until midday with 

a couple of long-time members of the Growing Friends 

commenting “I’ve never seen anything like this”. Those fi rst 

two hours produced $12,000 in sales. After the rush, Saturday 

continued to be busy with so many plants being sold that large 

gaps appeared amongst the sale stock.

In many ways Sunday was the opposite as it began very 

quietly and only a few thousand dollars had been raised by 

midday, but soon thereafter the number of buyers – and viewers 

– started to build up so that by about 2:30 pm there was a 

considerable crowd, many of whom were buying plants. As a 

result the sales for Sunday were quite good.

As indicated the raffl e again contributed to the Sale’s 

success and the lucky winners and their prizes were:-

• Ray Guerin     Books  Donated by Liz Chappell  

    and Growing Friends

• Jean Simpson    Succulent    Donated by Growing Friends

• Bill Slattery     Lanterns Donated by Bunnings

SPRING PLANT SALE

The Spring Plant Sale on 22 and 23 October will be a totally 

new venture for the Growing Friends.

It will be held in conjunction with the Botanic and Rare Plant 

Fair which is being organised by RBG Victoria, The Diggers Club 

and the Friends of the Melbourne Gardens. The Event will take 

place on the Southern Cross and Observatory Lawns and will be 

a paid entry event, but Friends of the Melbourne Gardens will be 

admitted free when showing membership cards.

NURSERY SALE DAYS

The Nursery Sale Days during winter will be held on 3 June,  

1 July, 5 August and 2 September. Don’t forget membership 

cards and carry bags.

Top:  Growing Friends and Volunteers gathering at the beginning of another successful Sale.
Centre:  Junior gardener in the making.
Bottom:  Lovely gathering of happy shoppers amid the plants.

Photos by Michael Hare.

growing friends
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Classes
Term 3, 2016 will start in the week 

beginning Saturday 16 July

Classes of 8 weeks per term will 

be held on one of the following:

Evening: Tuesday

Daytime: Monday, 

Wednesday, Thursday and 

Saturday

(two sessions each day 2.5hr)

Sunday (one 2.5hr session)

Friday (one 3hr session)

2.5hr classes:  

 Friends: $265 

Non-members: $325

3hr classes:  

 Friends: $310

Non-members: $370

We strongly recommend that 

students without prior experience 

in botanical illustration complete 

a Beginners’ Workshop before 

entering term classes.

Workshops
All workshops will include 

morning and afternoon tea but 

not lunch.

Beginners’ Workshop
with Mali Moir

Monday 11, Tuesday 12, 

Wednesday 13

and Thursday 14 July

10am to 4pm

       Friends $342

Non-members $399

These intensive four-day 

courses provide an introduction 

to botanical art via pencil and 

watercolour. Students will begin 

to develop skills in outline 

drawing, foreshortening, tonal 

work, rendering of surfaces, 

basic colour work and paint 

application.

The cost of each course 

includes equipment to be 

All classes and workshops will be held in the WHIRLING ROOM STUDIO, OBSERVATORY GATE.

For bookings and further information, please contact the Friends’ offi ce on 9650 6398.

Eucalyptus conferruminata - Bald Island Marlock.  Painting by Mary Hare

The Art of Botanical Illustration – A New 

Direction
This year’s biennial exhibition promises to be very exciting. We 

are asking artists to broaden the normal scope of their botanical 

illustration, and are hoping for some unusual works among the 

more traditional paintings and drawings.

There is an ‘art’ to looking at the art of botanical illustration, 

to seeing not only the beauty of nature itself but also the artistic 

achievement of the work. These are not still-life paintings and 

drawings. Botanical illustrations are scientifi cally accurate 

representations of nature’s living glory, their creation often taking 

days, months and even years to complete.

Entry forms are now available online. The cut-off date for 

entries is 26 August.

This year’s exhibition dates: October 15 – 30.

Place: Domain House Gallery, open daily from 10 am to 4 pm.

Joanna Brownell

used during the workshop 

– drawing materials, paint, 

watercolour paper and 

brushes.

Ongoing Beginners’ 
Workshop – the next step

with Dianne Emery

Tuesday 5, Wednesday 6, 

Thursday 7, Friday 8 July 

10am to 4pm

        Friends $342

Non-members $399

This four-day workshop has been 

specifi cally designed for those 

who have completed a Beginners’ 

Workshop with the Melbourne 

Friends, or an equivalent course, 

and wish to further their botanical 

art skills. Those who are unable 

to join a regular class may like to 

take this opportunity to continue 

their studies.

Dianne will help her 

students to refresh and extend 

the drawing and painting 

techniques learnt in the fi rst 

workshop and look in more 

detail at composition, colour, 

and brush and pencil skills. 

She will also cover the use of 

aids such as masking fl uid, 

‘paint removing’ sponges 

and brushes, as well as 

demonstrate effective ways 

to fi x mistakes such as lost 

highlights and other mishaps. 

The cost of the course 

includes materials to be used 

during the workshop.

Huntsman spider painted by Dianne Emery

illustrators 
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Whirlybirds
The Botanical Illustrator Group meets on Tuesdays in the 

Whirling Room. It is an informal gathering, where we have the 

opportunity to meet and share ideas and advice while working 

on our paintings.

Most members are working on submissions for The Art of 

Botanical Illustration – A New Direction, 2016.

If you would like to join us on Tuesdays we have vacancies in 

the afternoon group commencing at 1 pm.

Please contact Sandra Sanger on 9598 9532 for further 

information.

Sandra wins GOLD in London – again!

Talented Melbourne botanical 

artist and Friend Sandra Sanger 

won her fourth Gold Medal 

at the highly regarded Royal 

Horticultural Society’s annual 

Botanical Art Competition in 

London this year.

Choosing Orchids, Paphiopedilum 

and Australian Natives as her theme, 

Sandra displayed nine paintings in 

the exhibition, which featured the 

works of botanical artists from around the world portraying a 

wide range of botanical species.

For Sandra to have won this prestigious medal four times 

illustrates her dedication to this fi ne art form and resulting world -

class standard of work.

Pam McDiarmid

Botanical Illustrators’ Quarterly Meeting
On 8 March the Botanical Illustrators hosted a talk by Ian 

Endersby. Ian has a prestigious background, having been 

a recipient of the Australian Natural History Medallion for 

his contribution to ornithology and entomology, as well as 

numerous published papers on endangered insects. Ian’s 

recent studies have been on dragonfl ies for which he is well 

known. He also had a wonderful collection of photos of beetles 

and bugs to share with us. Ian presented interesting and 

humorous information on details such as wing veins and leg 

positions necessary in art to enable identifi cation of a range of 

insects. An understanding of these details is necessary for an 

illustrator to produce accurate and lifelike work. Ian advised 

the illustrators to observe insects in nature if requiring to depict 

living specimens in their paintings. We are very grateful to Ian 

for spending his time with us.

Dolores Skowronski-Malloni will speak to us on 19 July. 

Dolores and Rita Parkinson have published a book on practical 

guides for botanical art composition. Dolores will speak about 

the essential visual skills that professional illustrators use in the 

depiction of botanical subjects.

July 19, 10 for 10.30 am, $5.50, pay on the day. All welcome.

Left to right:  Mary Harper, Ian Endersby and Valda Jenkins after Ian’s talk to the Illustrators.

Photo: Pam McDiarmid

 ...and Success in Sydney for Pauline Dewar

Another talented Melbourne artist and Friend, Pauline Dewar, 

has won the Margaret Flockton Award in Sydney – but there’s 

a catch – as the overall winner she is now not allowed to enter 

the competition again for at least the next three years (the 

organisers are considering extending this embargo for all 

winners to five years).

In previous years’ competing in this exhibition Pauline has 

achieved three Highly Commended awards, and an Equal Second. 

Her winning entry this year featured two closely-related ferns, 

Pellaea falcata and Pellaea nana. 

The Margaret Flockton Award commemorates the contribution 

that the (Sydney) Royal Botanic Gardens’ fi rst illustrator made 

to scientifi c botanical illustration. Now in its 13th year, the annual 

international exhibition sees the world’s fi nest contemporary 

illustrators compete for a $7000 

prize pool and up to fi ve awards. 

With only black ink or pencil 

each artist faces the challenge of 

describing their plant with perfect 

scientifi c accuracy, using only line, 

shading or dots.

On behalf of the Melbourne 

Friends the Editorial Committee 

congratulates both these talented 

women and wishes them the very 

best for future endeavours.

 illustrators
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Buried Treasure
The Biodiversity Heritage Library (BHL) is the world’s 

largest online repository of library and archival materials 

related to biodiversity. Its aim is to make the world’s 

biodiversity literature freely available online. It will no 

longerbe necessary to wear white gloves while handling 

very rare print material, and in some cases the material will 

be much easier to read. Some of the contributors include 

the Smithsonian Libraries, Missouri Botanic Garden, Library 

of Congress and the Natural History Museum Library, London.

Online at the BHL there is much esoteric information. If you are 

interested in Nineteenth Century journeys down the Amazon, or 

illustrations of snakes from the Congo, this is the resource for you.

In Australia, the BHL is managed by Museum Victoria which 

has been contributing to this global resource since 2011. 

There is a team of wonderful volunteers who digitise the rare 

books and historic journals and prepare the digital versions 

for publication online. Over the past four years the volunteers 

have digitised 651 items comprising over 152,690 pages of our 

biological heritage hitherto locked up in library archives.

As the lead organisation for the BHL in Australia, a major part of 

the Museum’s role is to encourage and support other organisations 

in digitising their own collections. The Royal Botanic Gardens 

Victoria has joined our other partners – the Australian Museum, 

The South Australian Museum and the Queensland Museum – in 

making their own biodiversity heritage openly available online.

This venture was made possible when, in 2015, the project 

was shut down for several months while Museum Victoria 

underwent a major reorganisation of its collection stores. Since 

the National Herbarium Library at the Royal Botanic Gardens 

Victoria had long been interested in the BHL, and considering 

that researchers at the Herbarium used and appreciated the 

resource, it seemed the ideal opportunity to collaborate and 

undertake a project that would be of benefi t to both institutions 

and the wider community. These amazing publications will be 

available to the public at no cost, and the material may be used 

for a variety of purposes besides research, such as historical and 

artistic pursuits. 

Herbarium Librarian Sally Stewart says, ‘One of the fi rst 

publications that we scanned was a volume of Johann Lehmann’s 

Plantae Preissianae (1844-1848). This publication describes the 

plants collected by Johann Preiss in Western Australia between 

Amaranthus sinensis foliis variis eleganter plumerosa from ‘Illustrationes florae novae 
hollandiae, sive icones generum quae in prodromo florae novae hollandiae et insulae van 
diemen descripsit rober tus brown’ by Ferdinand L. Bauer, from the State Botanical Collection
Photo: Cerise Howard    Source: Museum Victoria

library
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trust fund appeal

1838 -1841 -– and is thus an important early contribution to the 

study of Western Australian fl ora. Despite the eixistence of a few 

copies of this publication up on the BHL, we decided to scan the 

copy in the State Botanical Collection because Mueller had his copy 

specially bound, interleaved with blank pages for the purpose of note 

making, and every inch of these pages holds Mueller’s thoughts and 

observations. This early publication on Australian fl ora would have 

been very important to him in his own work as Government Botanist. 

The annotations made by Mueller are unique and will soon be 

available to researchers around the world’. To date 4882 pages have 

been uploaded from the State Heritage Collection.

We hope you fi nd many things to interest you in this collection. 

You will fi nd the treasure maps at http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org 

or http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/browse/contributor/RBGV for 

the State Botanical Collection.

With thanks to Nicole Kearney and Sally Stewart – editor.

Scans of pages 18 and 19 of Plantae Preissianae showing the text per taining to several 
Acacia species, and in par ticular, text and Mueller’s notes on Acacia melanoxylon.
Source: Nicole Kearney, Museum Victoria

Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens 

Melbourne Trust Fund

2016 Annual Appeal

Please support the 2016 Annual Appeal by donating to the 

Friends’ Trust Fund which has tax deductibility status as a Public 

Ancillary Fund.

Income from the Trust Fund is used to support the Royal 

Botanic Gardens Victoria, Melbourne Gardens, and the National 

Herbarium of Victoria.

The Staff Scholarship Scheme, established in 2007, has been 

a very exciting element of the Friends’ support for the Gardens 

and the Herbarium, with twenty-six scholarships awarded to date.

Your donation will assist the Friends to increase the support 

given not only for scholarships but for other large and small 

projects in the future. Our next project will be the refurbishment of 

the Visitors’ Centre at Observatory Gate.  Past projects include 

the Fern Gully Boardwalk, the Helen McLellan Research Grant 

and the purchase of artwork for the State Botanical Collection from 

the Friends’ The Art of Botanical Illustration exhibition.

Donations can be made by completing the form in the 

brochure enclosed with this publication, or by going to www.

rbgfriendsmelbourne.org and following the links.

Peter Kelly, Chair, Friends’ Trust Fund

At right: Folders 
of unmounted 
and undatabased 
specimens from the 
Foreign Collection. 
Approximately 
340,000 specimens 
need to be curated 
in order to make 
them accessible 
to researchers. 
2015 Friends’ 
Scholarship winner 
Catherine Gallagher 
(Co-ordinator, 
Curation) will travel 
to Berlin to research 
this collection.

Image: Janusz 
Molinski

jewels
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Insect Watching
We all know that bird watchers come in different guises: 

some make lists – birds seen this year, state lists, country 

lists, life lists, birds around the house, birds on Australia Day; 

some repeatedly survey the same site to measure changes 

in diversity and abundance; some excel in mapping range 

extensions; others study bird behaviour. Insect watchers have 

similar habits, but their challenges are a bit different. If you 

include vagrants, the number of birds you can see in Australia 

is something over 800. In contrast, there are 28,000 beetles 

with many yet to be formally described, more yet to discovered 

and many of them cryptic. Therefore, there is an enormous 

scope to add new knowledge, particularly of behaviours and 

distribution. But here’s the rub: you need to develop an insect 

search image or you will blunder through gardens or bush 

missing wonderful sights and opportunities. ‘Now you see me, 

now you don’t’ might seem to be an apt subtitle for this piece, 

but it’s the wrong way around.

Caterpillars have many enemies – birds, parasitic insects – so 

many have evolved very effective camoufl age colourings and 

behaviours. The art of camoufl age works either by making animals 

or objects hard to see (crypsis), or by disguising them as something 

else (mimesis). Techniques include resemblance to surroundings, 

counter-shading, disruptive patterns and broken outlines, self-

decoration, eliminating shadows (often with fl attened bodies with the 

sides thinning to an edge) but most importantly staying still. Now that 

the protagonists and their camoufl age tricks are known, let’s fi nd out 

if we can see them in the fi eld.

It might take you a little while to see the two caterpillars in the 

photos but that is the search image that you should inculcate into 

your brain. The triangle which the geometrid caterpillar (above) 

makes with the other two branches is an unusual construction in 

nature, but that doesn’t seem to trigger an immediate clue to its 

presence. The caterpillar in the other photo is easily overlooked; 

in green bushes the colour can be cryptic but the fl attened shape, 

which throws no shadows, is possibly its main defence.

Without prior knowledge there are things out there that you 

would rarely associate with the insect world; cuckoo spit is one of 

them. However, it is not spit and it is not produced by cuckoos, 

nor is it frog spit or snake spit which are other common names. 

It is produced by the nymph of a True Bug which lives in a 

calcareous tube stuck to the plant stem. Plant bugs process a lot 

of sap to get all of the nitrogenous components they need in their 

diet and the excess sugars are voided through glands on the 

insect’s back. In this group the exudate is frothed up to hide the 

nymph from the view of predators 

and parasites. It also provides 

insulation from hot and cold and 

protection from desiccation. 

Stick insects are also called 

phasmids, a shortening of the 

scientifi c name of their Order 

Phasmatodea. The name 

phasmid is derived from the 

Greek word for apparition or 

phantom and refers to the 

resemblance of many species 

to sticks or leaves. Their natural 

camoufl age can make them 

extremely diffi cult to see. The 

photo of the phasmid is a great 

example of mimesis, if I ever 

saw one. 

Leaf miner tunnels can be 

found in the leaves of many 

plants; those seen in thistles 

Above: Geometrid caterpillar, and above right: flattened caterpillar.

Cuckoo spit hiding nymph of a True Bug.

botanic
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Apple Gall on Eucalypt leaf.

are usually due to the larva of a fl y species. In the photo of leaf 

miner tunnels in a Snow Gum leaf (below) the perpetrator is a 

caterpillar from the family Oecophoridae. Other species from 

this family feed on dead plant material and play a useful part in 

nutrient recycling. As any caterpillar grows it needs to shed its 

skin periodically. This can be seen in the leaf mine which gets 

wider with each instar (moulting stage), so you can work out its 

direction of travel and see its life history.

In the fi nal group of insects, which might not be recognised 

as such, are the galls. Plant galls can be the reaction to a 

fungus, an insect or a mite. The study of plant galls is known as 

cecidology. So, cecidologists, what caused the galls in the two 

photos? The short answer is an insect, but what kind of insect is 

often unknown. There is a British Gall Society and their checklist 

contains over 1200 organisms that form galls. In Australia there is 

a long way to go to produce such a checklist. Furthermore, our 

group of fauna will be much larger and our only book is out of 

print! Australian insect galls can be initiated by fl ies, wasps, scale 

insects, aphids, thrips, psyllids and more. It can be interesting to 

sleeve a gall in mesh and wait to see what emerges.

It’s time to get out into the garden, with these new search 

images, and be amazed by what is there.

Ian Endersby

There is a Phasmid or stick insect somewhere in this photo!

Where did the young leaf miner star t?

Whimsically, we could call this the Halloween Gall (below).

All photos for this ar ticle supplied by Ian Endersby.

insects
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Edible Landscapes and Novel Crops
I am privileged to work as a lecturer and researcher at the 

Burnley Campus of The University of Melbourne, surrounded 

by historic gardens and an active field station dedicated 

to teaching and research. Many people remember our 

campus as Burnley Horticultural College when it was an 

independent college before it formally joined the University 

in 1996. This year is the 125th anniversary of a continuous 

horticultural education brand at Burnley and there will be a 

series of events throughout the year to mark the occasion. 

Burnley has a strong tradition in training students to grow food 

through its urban horticulture courses. I’m lucky enough to run two 

subjects that teach food production for cities. I link these subjects 

to my Novel Crops Project which is identifying ‘new’ food plants for 

cultivation in Melbourne gardens, for example, Sweet Potato and Taro. 

The Project is trying to keep people excited about the idea of ‘edible 

landscapes’, gardens that look great and inviting but also provide 

food. Many of the plants we’re 

looking at could also be used in 

public parks and gardens and 

have great appeal across the 

community. We’re especially 

interested in ‘culturally 

appropriate’ species for 

diverse migrant and refugee 

groups whose interest in edible 

species from ‘home’ (as food 

and garden plants) is usually 

ignored by the mainstream. 

In the Novel Crops 

Project we’re interested in 

perennial plants that are 

multi-functional. The best 

perennial food plants persist 

or reshoot in the garden 

once harvested, have more 

than one part you can eat, have 

outstanding aesthetic features, 

or provide other functions such as mulching. In short, we’re trying 

to capture the complex stories behind any given species, from the 

technical and scientifi c aspects of cultivation requirements to issues 

of yield, taste, nutrition and beauty.

How many species?

We grow around 20 novel crops including leafy greens including 

various tropical spinaches and other important species not 

normally associated with gardens in Melbourne, for example,. 

ginger and turmeric. Some of these species are well-known in 

supermarkets but not common in gardens; others are limited 

to migrant groups who cultivate them outside the mainstream 

of garden plants and vegetable gardening. Warmer overnight 

temperatures from climate change have helped some of these 

species perform better in Melbourne than they once did. As 

with most plants, however, many of these novel crops don’t like 

heatwaves above 40 degrees so there’s a limit to the benefi ts 

of climate change for even these warmth-loving plants. We’ve 

established a demonstration garden at Burnley to show off some 

of these crops in an edible landscape. So let me highlight here 

some of the outstanding crops we’ve investigated. 

Oxalis tuberosa – Oca or New Zealand Yam

This non-weedy Oxalis species is widely grown in the Central 

Andes in South America, and in New Zealand. Small ‘yams’ are 

produced when days get shorter in autumn – from the equinox 

around 21 March. The plant has attractive clover-like foliage and 

is easy to grow from cuttings and tubers. Most importantly it is 

delicious and can be eaten raw or cooked. Although easy to 

propagate the long wait for tuber production requires patience 

and some planning and 

we’ve worked on how to 

make Oca growing a lot 

easier. My adventures in 

Oca growing are described 

in my blog at http://

peopleplantslandscapes.

blogspot.com.au/2014/05.

oca-or-new-zealand-yam-

harvest-how.html 

Ipomoea batatas – Sweet 

Potato

Sweet Potato is now a 

familiar sight in Australian 

supermarkets, especially 

the orange Beauregard 

variety, but not many 

people realise that there are 

over 6000 varieties of Sweet 

Potato globally and that 

these vary greatly in terms of 

colour, texture, growth habit and leaf shape. The leaves make a 

nutritious protein-rich spinach and are often cooked with coconut 

milk in south-east Asia. Sweet Potato grows surprisingly well in 

Melbourne given its tropical origin. We have grown huge amounts 

of tubers from around six varieties in different soil types across 

the city. Sweet Potatoes grow easily from cuttings and the trick to 

successful growing at our latitude is to induce slips from existing 

tubers ready for planting in mid to late November. 

Hibiscus acetosella – Cranberry Hibiscus

This sub-shrub Hibiscus is closely related to Okra and Rosella 

but is grown for crimson maple-shaped leaves used in soups, 

stews and salads. It’s widely grown and used for this purpose in 

Although people are now familiar with Sweet Potatoes many don’t realise that thousands of varieties 
grow globally. At Burnley we are growing 12 types including the familiar orange Beauregard.

botanic
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sub-Saharan Africa, Asia and the Pacifi c. It has beautiful fl owers 

but they won’t appear unless there is a very mild start to winter. 

The leaves have a lemony tart fl avor and the plant as a whole is 

extremely attractive. It is very heat tolerant and survives dry weather 

well. It dies off completely in winter but can be perennialised by 

taking late summer cuttings, which strike easily. These may be kept 

in pots in a sheltered spot, ready for planting out in late spring. 

Dioscorea alata – White Yam 

White Yam is a deciduous, herbaceous climber and extremely 

beautiful. It has been cultivated in gardens in New Guinea for 

thousands of years. It produces big, gnarly, starchy roots ideal 

for baking and is an important staple in Africa, Asia and the 

Pacifi c. Its heart-shaped, glowing green leaves are the epitome 

of tropical lushness. Much to our surprise it grows exceptionally 

well in Melbourne. 

Sechium edule – Choko or Chayote

Chokos have been grown in Australia since the late nineteenth 

century and grow so well in the right climate that people often 

complain about the over-

abundance of the relatively 

bland pear-shaped fruit. But 

don’t let this put you off because 

if you get the right variety, Chokos 

grow easily in Melbourne and 

produce edible shoots and 

leaves as well as the famous fruit, 

that soaks up the fl avours of 

other ingredients when cooked. 

It’s native to the highlands 

of Central America and as a 

result is happiest in early to mid 

autumn when it puts on a growth 

spurt, sprawling over back fences 

and fl owering and fruiting after 

equinox. It dies back in winter and 

then reshoots in spring as long as 

the soil is not too cold and wet. 

Colocasia esculenta – Taro

Taro is an outstanding tuber crop, cultivated for thousands of 

years and arguably the fi rst true agricultural/horticultural crop 

developed by humans. Through the Novel Crops Project we’re 

growing and trialling several varieties, from giant types popular in 

the Pacifi c Islands with metre-long elephant ears to smaller types 

grown in Asia. We have been impressed by their productivity and 

Taro deserves to become a standard edible landscaping crop. 

With suffi cient irrigation they do well in diffi cult semi-shady spaces 

such as the side of houses. A clump of plants can be gradually 

harvested for their tubers or simply left for a year for their ornamental 

value. If exposed to frost the foliage will turn to sludge, but in my garden 

where they survive two frosts a year, they grow back vigorously from 

early September onwards. Taro tubers are a source of densely 

packed carbohydrates, much less watery than potatoes and I have 

converted several people to their taste and texture.

Nelumbo nucifera – Lotus

In a city with such a rich horticultural history as Melbourne, it is 

surprising that Lotus doesn’t have a more established record 

of cultivation. Lotus is the sacred fl ower of Hinduism and 

Buddhism and grows naturally in water throughout India, south-east 

Asia, much of China and across northern Australia. It is therefore 

technically a native plant. It also has an edible rhizome popular in 

Asian cooking. In truth, through the Novel Crops Project we grow 

it mostly for the extraordinary beauty of its big round, water-

repellent leaves and also for its pink or white fl owers and the 

dried seed pods, popular with fl orists. Many Lotus varieties grow 

well in Melbourne – all they need is full sun and a large pot with no 

drainage to grow in, preferably in heavy soil or ‘muck’. They die back 

in winter and re-emerge in mid to late spring. 

Engagement projects

The Project now grows 

many of the plants 

discussed above with 

local government and 

community groups. We’ve 

established pop-up or 

permanent plantings at the 

Richmond Housing Estate, 

at the Carlton Neighbourhood 

Centre and at Dandenong 

Park in Dandenong. The City 

of Greater Dandenong is 

the most ethnically diverse 

municipality in Victoria. Our 

tropical edible landscape 

bed in Dandenong’s main 

park, grown in partnership 

with the council’s dedicated 

horticultural team, has proved 

very popular with local 

communities who have never before seen their favourite food plants 

from ‘home’ present in Melbourne’s public gardens. The huge 

harvest of sweet potatoes from this planting last year was donated 

to charity. 

This year we’re also excited about developing a horticultural 

training package for refugees and migrants at the Carlton 

Neighbourhood Learning Centre where members are keen 

to grow many of the ‘novel crops’ that we are proving grow 

relatively easily in Melbourne’s warm temperate climate. 

Dr Chris Williams

Contact me at: chriscw@unimelb.edu.au 

(Ed Note: This article was presented to the Friends as a talk in November 2015.)

This planting scheme at Read Gardens in Camberwell uses an ornamental Sweet Potato with char treuse 
-coloured foliage at the front of the bed and Iresine pedicellata as contrast.
Photographs supplied by Chris Williams.

plantings
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Bioblitz Melbourne 2016 
By Kylie Regester: Manager, Public Programs 

(Melbourne Gardens)

Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria (RBGV) supports citizen science 

to promote and foster understanding of the importance 

of plant conservation and habitat, and to encourage our 

community to become environmental stewards.

BIOBLITZ MELBOURNE 2016 (4/5 MARCH) 

This was an event run by City of Melbourne (CoM) to encourage 

the discovery of the diverse animal and plant species that call 

our city home. RBGV partnered with CoM to deliver this event by 

providing our expertise and by hosting a variety of events. There was 

a fl urry of activities on-site and off-site, such as …

NATURE IN OUR LIVEABLE CITY: 

PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE

To launch Bioblitz, a Melbourne Conversation was held and 

our very own Tim Entwisle participated on the panel. It was an 

excellent discussion, focussing on the wonderful biodiversity in 

our city, the challenges of managing urban biodiversity and what 

we can do to encourage it. One of the comments that Sarah 

Bekessy (RMIT) made has stayed with me: cities can be a 

hotspot for threatened species. There are up to three times the 

amount of threatened species in urban areas per km2 compared 

to rural areas in Australia. The conversation is available to view 

on YouTube. Google ‘Melb Conversations’. Check it out.

RAPID ASSESSMENT METHOD:  VEGETATION 
STRUCTURE FOR SHRUBS AND UNDERSTOREY

As part of Bioblitz, CoM was interested in quantifying the layers 

of vegetation across the municipality. The vegetation between 

the ground surface and the tree canopy (0.25 – 2.00 m) is an 

important component of habitat for many species, yet is often 

scarce in urban areas. The Australian Research Centre for 

Urban Ecology (ARCUE), a division of RBGV, developed a rapid 

assessment method to quickly capture information about how 

often complex shrub and understorey vegetation is encountered 

in an area, and how much space that vegetation occupies within 

fi ve different height bands between 25cm to 2m above the 

ground. Knowledge of different plant species is not required, 

although there is the potential to incorporate more detailed plant 

identifi cation into the method in the future.

On Friday 12 February 2016, two training sessions were 

conducted for citizen scientists at the Australian Native Plant 

Garden in Royal Park. Twenty participants attended the training 

sessions and each left with maps for different random walking 

routes across the municipality, as well as a survey kit consisting 

of 10 colourful square blocks and a 2m curtain rod with fi ve 

different height bands marked on the pole. These participants 

spent the rest of the month completing the rapid assessments 

at 60-80 survey locations, which included footpaths along 

residential streets and random walks through some of the city’s 

parks and other areas of open space. 

At the end of the Bioblitz, all of the data collected by the 

participants was compiled by CoM, who will work with ARCUE 

to produce a collection of maps indicating 1) how frequently 

complex shrub and understorey vegetation was encountered in 

different areas around the municipality; and 2) what the height 

and cover was for the encountered vegetation. These maps 

will then provide CoM with important information related to 

potential corridors of understorey level vegetation, as well as 

an indication of areas within their municipality where they can 

work to increase the habitat value by increasing the presence of 

shrubby understorey vegetation.

WALKS AND TALKS AT MELBOURNE GARDENS

There was a host of activities held onsite over the two days:

Moths in the City  Entomologists Peter Marriott and Ken Harris 

set up sheets and lights on Western Lawn, Oak Lawn and the 

Australian Forest Walk. Participants were enthralled by the many 

moths and insects that were attracted. Peter and Ken stayed 

after the walk ended, as according to them all the good moths 

come after 10 pm! I have since heard that the entomologists were 

quite excited about some of the moths that were found, with 

several signifi cant records, including: Black-spotted xyloryctid (not 

often seen anywhere), Labdia deliciosa (only occasionally seen), 

and female conchidia moth (widespread in Victoria but not in 

Melbourne). Full results can be found in BowerBird. It was a good 
Dr Amy Hahs providing training to citizen scientists. 
Photo provided by Amy Hahs.
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opportunity to survey the moths at Melbourne Gardens as an 

in-depth survey has not been done before. 

   Whilst moth spotting, we were fortunate to hear from Casey 

Visintin of Earthwatch, who was leading a group surveying 

microbats. Earthwatch, in conjunction with ARCUE, are 

undertaking this research to determine how urbanisation 

impacts microbats. Casey explained the ‘harp trap’ that 

is used to capture the bats. Sixteen Gould’s Wattled Bats 

(Chalinolobus gouldii) were observed overnight. They were 

checked for species, sex, age, and reproductive stage, 

tagged and set off again. There are potentially sixteen different 

species of microbat in Melbourne; however we know very little 

about their distribution, abundance or habitat requirements. 

Bird Walk  Our resident Birder David Plant and Kerryn Herman 

(Birdlife Australia) led two groups around the Gardens. Thirty-fi ve 

species of birds were sighted on the walks, and the participants 

learnt much from the expertise of David and Kerryn.

ClimateWatch  Our resident climate-watcher Lynsey Poore 

led an enthusiastic group around the gardens, observing 

and recording information about our indicator species at 

Melbourne Gardens that are part of the ClimateWatch Trail.

Ants in the Gardens  Dr Kirsti Abbott set up 10 ant ‘picnic’ 

stations, and the participants were totally engaged in the 

activity, squealing with delight (well, the children were at least, 

not the adults!). Ants were then bought back for observation 

under microscopes. Kirsti said she observed ten different 

species but needed to verify this following the walk. Did you 

know that the ants we see out and about are all female?  

QuestaGame.  Andrew McConville explained QuestaGame, an 

app-based game that gets children outside exploring nature. 

Andrew led the quest to explore the Gardens and to see what 

species could be found. I must say, it was wonderful to see young 

children excited about discovering spiders and admiring their beauty!

At the time I write this, the species and count observed during 

Bioblitz is still being calculated. All of the observations and data 

will be uploaded to the Atlas of Living Australia. You don’t have 

to wait for the next Bioblitz to be involved in citizen science. Get 

out and about in your own neighbourhood! It is easy to record 

your observations in the Atlas of Living Australia through platforms 

such as QuestaGame or Bowerbird. You can also participate in one 

of the RBGV’s free Bowerbird walks, or record your observations 

through the app throughout the year. We can all contribute to the 

understanding of Australia’s biodiversity. See you out there!

FURTHER INFORMATION

If you require further information about the ARCUE survey 

methodology, please contact Amy Hahs  hahsa@unimelb.edu.au.

For further information about submitting data or outcomes 

of Bioblitz you can contact Amy Rogers at City of Melbourne    

amy.rogers@melbourne.vic.gov.au

Top:  Peter Marriott sharing his wealth of knowledge about moths.
Middle:  David Plant leads one of the bird walks. Great to see some young Birders! 
Bottom:  Complete with ant ‘feelers’ and magnifying glasses, the kids really got into the Ant 
Walk.     Photos by Kylie Regester.

melbourne
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The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne Inc.

was formed to stimulate further interest in the Gardens 

and the National Herbarium and to support and assist 

them whenever possible.

Patron
The Honourable 
Linda Dessau AO
Governor of Victoria

President
Sally Hirst

Vice-President
Andrew Brookes

Secretary
Adnan Mansour

Treasurer
Mark Anderson

Immediate Past 

President
Cathy Trinca

Council
Professor Tim Entwisle
Dr Richard Kirsner
Lynsey Poore
Jan Rosenberg
Richard Smith
Mary Ward
Robert Wright

CONVENERS

Botanical Illustrators
Joanna Brownell

Events
Robyn Robins

Growing Friends
Michael Hare

Information Technology

Dr Richard Kirsner

Membership & Marketing

Lee Tregloan

Plant Craft Cottage

Lyn Brown

Volunteers
Jacqui Hawkins

Friends’ Trust Fund
Maurice Castro
Peter Griffi n
Peter Kelly
Janet Thomson OAM

 June

3 Nursery Visit  – 8 am to 1 pm 

23  Newport Lakes Ramble  p7

 July

1 Friday Plant Sale – 8 am to 1 pm p9

5  Ongoing Beginners’ Workshop – Dianne Emery p10

6 Illustrated Garden Talks p6

11 Beginners’ Workshop – Mali Moir p10

16  Term 3 Classes commence p10

17  PCC Sunday Open Day – 10 am to 3 pm p5

19 Quarterly Illustrators’ Meeting p11

22 Talking Plants – Rhododendrons p7

August

2 Insiders’ Walk – Herbarium p7

5 New Members’ Welcome p7

5 Friday Plant Sale – 8 am to 1 pm p9

9 Insiders’ Walk – Tea and Camellias p8

18 Illustrated Talk – Coombe: The Melba Estate p8

21 PCC Sunday Open Day – 10 am to 3 pm p5

September 

1 Bus Trip – Point Lonsdale p8

2 Friday Plant Sale – 8 am to 1 pm p9
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