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by Cathy Trinca

Welcome to all our new Members. You have helped our 

membership numbers reach an all time high. We thank 

you for choosing to support the Friends and our projects 

within the Gardens. I hope to meet many of you at our 

next Welcome to new Members in the Spring. To all our 

members who have renewed their membership this 

quarter, thank you for helping us continue with our 

support.

The Friends’ Trust Fund produces an income from which we 

support projects such as the Working Wetlands and Guilfoyle’s 

Volcano; RBG Staff Development through the Friends’ 25th 

Anniversary Scholarship; research projects via the Helen 

McLellan Research Grant, and a number of select projects each 

year. By making a donation to the Trust Fund, your generosity 

helps the vital work of the RBG, Melbourne. All donations to our 

Trust Fund are tax deductible.

Although the activities of our Growing Friends and our 

Botanic Art classes continue to be restricted by the RBG’s Myrtle 

Rust protocol, we once again sold hundreds of fantastic plants 

for the home gardener at our Autumn Plant Sale, making around 

$26,500. I hope you managed to get along to it and purchase 

some of the wonderful plants for sale, all propagated by our 

hard-working and committed Growing Friends’ Group. 

Enthusiasm for our Botanic Art Classes continues, with 

classes now running seven days a week. We look forward to 

the botanic art exhibition planned for later this year in October - 

From Forest to Seashore - Natural History: ferns, fungi and allies. 

If you are a member of the Friends you are invited to exhibit your 

work in this exhibition. If you would like to try this amazing art 

form we hold regular Beginner Workshops. Our website contains 

information about all our classes and exhibitions.

Our Events committee is now committed to holding quarterly 

practical, hands-on workshops for our members on weekends,  

following the successful Photography workshop held in Autumn. 

We have Michèle Adler returning this Winter, and in September 

we will be holding a Make a Terrarium Workshop. Look out for 

both of these and book quickly on the enclosed form as they are 

sure to fill fast.

I look forward to seeing many of you both in the Gardens and 

at some of our Winter events in the months to come. 

Stop Press: We have just heard that our well-known botanical 

illustrator Sandra Sanger has won a gold medal at the Royal 

Historical Society exhibition in the UK for her paintings of orchids. 

Congratulations Sandra from the Friends.

Annual Appeal - 2013 
Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens Trust Fund

As 30 June approaches the Friends invite you to make a 

tax-deductible donation to the Friends’ Trust Fund, a public 

ancillary fund. Further information is included in the enclosed 

Trust Fund brochure.

from the president
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Hello and thanks for the warm, in all senses, welcome! 

Janet Thomson provided a lovely introduction in the last 

newsletter and I hope you’ve had the chance to read a 

little more about my aspirations and background in Floreo 

27 or elsewhere. I’m very much looking forward to working 

with the Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne, 

and the Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens cranbourne.

Before I dive into the latest news ‘from the Gardens’, I do want 

to thank Dr Phil Moors for his 20 years of exemplary service and 

for the many great things he and his staff have achieved in that 

time (just read through the reports in Botanic News!). I know the 

Friends have been great supporters along the way.

Fern Gully Boardwalk

I was thrilled to hear on arrival that the Friends have committed 

$100,000 this year towards the Fern Gully Boardwalk Project 

and, if the markets and fund-raising allow, a further $200,000 

over the next two years. The main component of the project 

is the installation of a low-rise steel boardwalk and wooden 

bridges along the length of the Fern Gully.  

The boardwalk will allow full access to the Fern Gully. 

Currently some areas are closed to the public due to failing 

infrastructure and trip hazards, and others are difficult to 

navigate for anyone with limited mobility. We also expect tree 

health to improve and the overall look and feel of the Fern Gully 

to reach the standard we expect for RBG Melbourne. 

Website refresh

Our current website is difficult to navigate, difficult to update, 

and doesn’t reflect the contemporary image of Royal Botanic 

Gardens, Melbourne. In August 2012, the Marketing and 

Communications branch began a project to redevelop the site 

to improve the online experience for all visitors as well as reduce 

the time and costs required to administer the site. An improved 

website will also make it easier to book events and programs, 

buy online and to donate.

This is also a chance for us to make the new site ‘responsive’ 

– i.e. able to look its best on any device – attracting visitors from 

their tablets and smartphones. The redevelopment incorporates 

the online shop (shopinthegardens.com.au) and, for the first 

time, brings ARCUE into the website structure.

The new website should be live by the time you receive this 

newsletter. 

Australian Garden stamp

The Australian Garden is set to star in only the second set of 

stamps to celebrate Australia’s botanic gardens. The first, issued in 

2007, featured Mount Coot-tha, Brisbane; Kings Park, Perth; Royal 

Botanic Gardens, Sydney; Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne; and 

Botanic Gardens, Adelaide.  It was voted the most popular stamp 

issue of the year. This second issue, as you can see, features Royal 

Botanic Gardens Cranbourne among others. 

Photographed by renowned garden photographer Simon 

Griffiths, the stamps were released on 23 April and should be 

available now to purchase in-store and online. Products for this 

issue will include the usual philatelic range plus a small booklet 

of approximately 30 pages of text and additional images called 

a Prestige Booklet.

Watching the weather

Next time we have a record-breaking spell of weather our 

visitors to Melbourne Gardens should be able to track its 

vital signs from the Visitor Centre. The latest addition to our 

integrated irrigation system, the Automatic Weather Station, has 

been installed on Eastern Lawn and an aerial placed on the 

Herbarium. The station is now operational, although additional 

software needs to be installed before the data will be available 

to our staff via the Intranet, and to our visitors on an LCD 

information screen at the Visitor Centre. 

News from Cranbourne

Construction has begun on the new staff building at Cranbourne, 

part of the Depot Upgrade Project and the final component of 

from the gardens
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the Australian Garden. As I write, demolition of existing structures 

on the construction site has finished, and underground electrical 

and plumbing works have commenced. 

If you’ve visited Cranbourne lately you will have noticed the 

Garden Explorer (people mover) in action. Early numbers have 

been variable but the trend is upwards. I’m also pleased that 

a recent intake of 35 recruits swells our ranks of Cranbourne 

Garden Ambassadors to 78. 

Helping to secure our (plant) borders

Our Plant Sciences and Biodiversity Division recently ran a 

workshop in plant identification for Plant Health Australia, the 

organisation responsible for Australia’s biosecurity and border 

control. The workshop featured our DNA barcoding research on 

grasses as well as demonstrating the strength of our collections 

(e.g. wood decay fungi) for plant and fungal diagnostics. The 

workshop was well received by participants from 14 national and 

state agencies. Our expertise is becoming increasingly important 

as fewer experts are employed in other agencies, and we are 

looking to strengthen our involvement in this network.

And finally… 

Happy Birthday to the Melbourne Observatory and to our very own 

National Herbarium of Victoria. The Observatory will celebrate 150 

years on the Observatory Gate site in July, and there will be various 

events organised to celebrate this milestone. The Herbarium is 

160 years old in September. We’ll mark this in a more subdued 

way (saving our party hats for the 175th) but it’s a good chance 

to reflect on its beginnings when Ferdinand Mueller returned 

with his botanical bounty from the first collecting trip he made in 

Victoria after being appointed Government Botanist. 

Tim Entwisle   Director and Chief Executive

Landscaping for 
Bushfire

GaRden desiGn and 

PlanT selecTion

A cFA Publication

As a suburban gardener I listen 

with dread and sympathy to 

news of bush fire ravaged 

communities – and the damage 

done to houses and gardens 

– in our increasingly extreme 

summers. Occasionally I idly 

wonder what would happen 

to my piece of paradise in the 

event of a fire, and whether my 

chronic over-planting would 

help or hinder the passage of 

the flames.

Here is a publication that 

heeds my musings and 

answers my questions. It is 

most timely in the aftermath 

of last summer, and comes in 

autumn when garden clean-

ups and renovations often 

occur.

The CFA has provided 

this publication to aid 

Victorian communities in 

their preparation for the fire 

season. As well as explaining 

a landowner’s rights and 

obligations regarding fire 

safety, it clearly shows how 

to landscape to reduce the 

vulnerability of our homes 

to fire. The main emphasis 

of the publication is how to 

understand fuel load and the 

flammability of plants – and 

it is not just for those in the 

county. There are detailed 

plans provided for gardens in 

suburban as well as coastal, 

hill and rural locations. These 

plans very clearly show that 

safe doesn’t have to mean 

boring or unattractive. 

The features of plant 

material that contribute to 

flammability are graphically 

illustrated as are elements 

of planting design that will 

increase our safety. There is 

certainly food for thought.  For 

instance, the wisteria climbing 

a veranda post – beautiful 

and romantic as it is – is a fire 

ladder. Not that this will stop 

me growing one! The many 

photographs make it easy to 

identify these features, (such 

as plant texture, density, bark 

type) and translate them to 

what we may have in our 

gardens. The model gardens 

look rather lovely and use quite 

a wide range of plants – not all 

of them are native.

The very clear Plant 

Selection Key will assist in 

taking a systematic inventory of 

our own gardens. 

But the best part of this 

publication is that, in line 

with making it available to all 

Victorians, it is provided free as 

a download from the internet. 

The link is Landscaping for 

Bushfire, or go to cfa.vic.gov.

au/plants where it is simple to 

download the pdf.

Terri Kay

gardens book review
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from the gardens

RSVP FoR EVENtS oN ouR BookiNG FoRm oR doWNLoAd oNE FRom tHE EVENtS PAGE oN ouR 

WEBSitE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

A walk in Monet’s 

Garden
Winter Fit Friends Ramble

Thursday 20 June

Meet at 10 am in front of the 

National Gallery, St. Kilda Rd. 

COST:  $50      (Friends $45)

Includes entry to the exhibition, 

a talk and morning tea.

Gallery members please 

include your membership 

number on the booking form.

RSVP by Friday 14 June

Having bought his house in Giverny in 1890 Claude Monet 

worked on creating a flower and waterlily garden. On his travels 

he sent home different plant varieties to enhance the floral 

display. In his later years he stayed in Giverny and painted his 

beautiful surroundings, by that time his sole source of inspiration. 

The Melbourne Winter Masterpieces 2013, Monet’s Garden: The 

Musée Marmottan Monet, Paris is a stunning exhibition devoted 

to this iconic garden, on display exclusively to Melbourne at the 

National Gallery of Victoria. Don’t miss this once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunity to see these masterpieces and enjoy a touch of Paris 

in The Tea Rooms. 

Claude MONET French 1840-1926 Waterlilies (Nympheas) (1903) Musée Marmottan Monet, 
Paris Gift of Michel Monet, 1966 (inv.5163) ©Musée Marmottan Monet, Paris, © Bridgeman-
Giraudon/Presse

Monet and the 

Plants Men
Illustrated Talk by Sophie 

Matthiesson

curator of International Art 

national Gallery of Victoria

Wednesday 26 June 

6 for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Cost $25            (Friends $20)

RSVP by Thursday 13 June 

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk.

It is with great pleasure we welcome Sophie Matthiesson to 

the Royal Botanic Gardens to share the plants, men, and 

horticultural inspiration behind Monet’s famous gardens.

The gardens planted by Claude Monet at his rural home 

of Giverny in Normandy seem timeless, an oasis far removed 

from the quickening pace of late nineteenth-century France 

and the concerns of the outside world. Yet Monet’s gardens 

were a product of modernity itself, shaped by recent trends in 

aesthetics, international trade and plant science and driven by 

the painter’s own competitive quest for the new.

Curator Sophie Matthiesson examines the sophisticated and 

international web of horticultural expertise into which Monet 

tapped for the creation of his living masterpiece. 

Unknown photographer, Claude Monet (1840-192) gelatin silver photograph, private 
collection, © Roger-Viollet, Paris/Bridgeman Ar t.

A Passion for 

Botanical Art
Illustrated talk by Jenny 

Phillips 

Botanical Artist

Wednesday 24 July

6 for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Cost $25            (Friends $20)

RSVP by Friday 12 July 

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk.

In her talk Jenny will describe her childhood fascination and 

curiosity with the natural beauty of plants and her intense passion 

to want to paint. She will talk of her constant delight in discovery 

when she is ensconced in her garden.

All of this background will set the scene and explain her 

natural progression toward botanical art and why she spent 

thousands of solitary hours studying and refining her craft, 

something that she has been perfecting for over 46 years.

Jenny will also talk about her experiences learning and teaching 

abroad in USA and Britain, as well as many of the most fascinating 

and wonderful places she has had the privilege to visit. 

events
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RSVP FoR EVENtS oN ouR BookiNG FoRm oR doWNLoAd oNE FRom tHE EVENtS PAGE oN ouR 

WEBSitE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

Sad Streams and 

Conserving Platypus

A joint initiative of 

cranbourne and 

Melbourne Friends

sunday 28 July at 1.45 pm 

for a 2 pm start

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Cost $25           (Friends $20)

RSVP by Friday July 19

Afternoon tea will be served 

after the first lecture.

First Illustrated Talk

Melbourne’s sad streams: 

can we regain their lost 

richness? 

Associate Professor 

christopher Walsh,  

Department of Resource 

Management and 

Geography, University of 

Melbourne: Burnley campus

 

Second Illustrated Talk

conserving the Platypus

Illustrated talk by Geoff 

Williams, Director, 

Platypus conservancy

New research is pointing to new approaches in urban water 

management that can avoid further loss of stream values as 

Melbourne expands, and reverse some of our past losses. This 

will also bring a range of other benefits such as water supply 

augmentation, flood mitigation, and a greener’ cooler urban 

environment.

Chris Walsh has been studying the ecology of streams in 

urban areas for 18 years. With Professor Tim Fletcher he leads 

a research group aiming to optimise urban and other land and 

water management for the protection and restoration of running 

waters. Current projects include the Little Stringybark Creek 

project, a world-first attempt to restore the ecological health of 

a stream through catchment-scale retrofit of urban stormwater 

drainage.

The platypus is one of the world’s most amazing mammals. 

Geoff will detail some of the findings from the Conservancy’s 

extensive research programme on this special and mysterious 

animal, discuss threats to the long-term survival of the species 

and suggest actions that can support conservation.

Geoff Williams has been studying platypus in the wild since 

1994. He was Director of Healesville Sanctuary and Assistant 

Director of Sydney’s Taronga Zoo before helping to establish 

the Australian Platypus Conservancy. He has given numerous 

public lectures on platypus and Australian water-rats, including 

speaking at the Royal Geographic Society in London, the 

National Museum of Australia in Canberra and at Melbourne 

Museum for the Australian Geographic Society, as well as 

community facilities throughout country Victoria.

National Herbarium 

of Victoria Special 

Collection

Winter Insiders’ Walk, a 

guided tour by Dr Pina 

Milne

Tuesday 13 august

10 for 10.30 am

Meet at Gate Lodge

COST:  $20 MEMBERS ONLY

RSVP by Tuesday 6 August

Morning tea will be served 

before the walk

After morning tea and introduction at Gate Lodge we will walk to 

the Herbarium to observe the intricate and detailed mounting of 

specimen work carried out by the dedicated volunteers.

Dr Pina Milne will discuss the work of the scientists within, 

and the importance of the herbarium specimen, with a focus 

on collections from Antarctica and islands in the subantarctic 

region. A selection of herbarium specimens from these remote 

localities will be on display, and Dr Milne will inspire you with the 

stories and discoveries associated with these unique collections.

NOTE that this is a strictly limited number entry and please book 

early. After having made a booking if unavoidable circumstances 

arise and you are unable to attend, please inform the Friends’ 

office promptly – 03 9650 6398.

events
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RSVP FoR EVENtS oN ouR BookiNG FoRm oR doWNLoAd oNE FRom tHE EVENtS PAGE oN ouR 

WEBSitE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

Propagating session 2: 1.30 – 3.30 pm

New plants for free. By propagating your own plants you can 

quickly have a garden full of colour and delicious things to eat. 

It’s not difficult. Learn how to take cuttings successfully and take 

them home with you at the end of the session. Growing plants 

from seed is also covered.

Michèle Adler has been teaching horticulture for nearly 30 years. 

She works at the University of Melbourne, Burnley campus and 

shares her wealth of knowledge on radio and television. Michèle’s 

passion of experiencing plants in their natural environment has 

led her to many wild places in the world and she now leads tours 

with an environmental focus. Michèle has designed gardens in 

Australia, England and the Galapagos Islands.

Planting in Pots: 

easy vegetables and 

propagation
Gardening Workshop

With Michèle Adler

saturday 24 august

10 am – 3.30 pm

Domain House, Dallas Brookes Dr

Cost $140       (Friends $125)

Includes morning tea and 

lunch

RSVP by Friday 16 August

Potting mix, cutting material 

and pots supplied.

Please wear closed shoes 

and bring gardening gloves 

and cleaned secateurs.

‘no dig Garden’ session 1: 10.30 am – 12.45 pm

Would you like to have a ready supply of fresh vegies and flowers 

but don’t have the time or the know-how to make it happen? 

Here’s the good news. You can have a garden without digging, 

and you could even set up a successful garden on concrete.

Michèle Adler will step you through the process of successful 

gardening in smaller spaces. She’ll show you how to create and 

maintain a ‘No Dig Garden’, what fertiliser to use, and discuss 

mulching, potting mixes and caring for plants in pots.

Bulbs have been grown for thousands of years. Crocus sativus, 

the source of saffron, has been a commercially significant plant 

for over 2,000 years.

Our expert presenter, who has been collecting and growing 

bulbs since childhood, will discuss how to grow rare bulbs 

successfully in your garden.

Of all groups of plants we grow, bulbs are probably the 

most sensitive to radical departures from the climate and soil 

characteristics of the environment in which they have evolved.

Many rare bulbs will be for sale.

Rare Bulbs: How to 

succeed without 

the guesswork
Winter Talking Plants

Friday 30 august at 10am

Domain House, Dallas Brookes Dr

Cost $25          (Friends $20)

RSVP by Monday 26 August

Refreshments will be served 

on arrival

Plant terrariums are the latest decorating craze. A terrarium is 

a miniature planted landscape within a contained environment 

such as a glass vase, bowl or jar. Terrariums may feature Bonsai 

trees, indoor plants, ferns and moss or ground covers. Some 

contain succulent plants and cacti. All can be landscaped with 

pebbles, gravel, sand and figurines to create a miniature world.

In this workshop you will learn how to design and make a 

terrarium as well as how to care for it. You will build a terrarium 

step-by-step (cost includes all materials supplied) and at the 

end of the workshop have your own to take home and enjoy.

Full details in Spring issue of Botanic News.

Book now to secure your place.

Amazing Plant 

Terrariums
Advance notice: Spring 

Workshop with cathy Trinca

saturday 14 september

10 am - 3.30 pm

Domain House, Dallas Brookes Dr

Cost $140        (Friends $125)

Includes morning tea and lunch

RSVP by Friday 6 September

events
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from the president

Autumn Sale
The Autumn Sale was an outstanding success, particularly so 

when you remember the weather on the Saturday and the fact 

we went to the Sale with a relatively low supply of plants after 

As we have come to expect, the raffle again made a significant 

contribution and the results were:-

Anne Travers, garden trolley donated by Bunnings, Port 

Melbourne

Geoffrey Kneebone, yellow clivea donated by the Growing 

Friends

Peter Callaghan, books donated by Reader’s Feast.

Michael Hare, Convener

Ed Note: Correct information for this section is not to 

hand yet. The Sale was only held last weekend.

nursery open Days in Spring

aPoloGy: Due to the Myrtle Rust Control Protocol the 

Growing Friends’ Nursery will be closed for Friday sales 

to members until further notice.  

Please check the eNews or contact the Friends’ office for any updates to this 

information.

next Friends’ Friday sale day – 9 august - 1Pm

One of the benefits of being a Friend of the Royal Botanic 

Gardens Melbourne is the opportunity to buy plants direct 

from the Growing Friends Nursery. This enables Friends to see 

and buy plants at their best – when they are flowering. But the 

introduction of the Myrtle Rust Control Protocol has meant that 

Friends have been only able to buy plants at the same time as 

the general public, i.e., at the Spring and Autumn Sales.

To return some advantage to Friends, the Growing Friends 

have, over the past 12 months, arranged the occasional   

Friends’ Friday Sale Days with the help of Royal Botanic 

Gardens horticultural staff. Their cooperation and assistance are 

absolutely essential for these events as all plants in the Nursery 

– not just those being sold – must go through a strict spraying 

regime to prevent Myrtle Rust. For the Growing Friends extra 

effort is required as the saleable plants must be sorted from the 

total stock and priced. This extra work can be justified because 

not only do these sales in part make up for lost Friday sales but 

they also reduce the Nursery plant stocks.

It has been agreed with Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne 

that while the Myrtle Rust Control Protocol remains in force these 

special Friends’ Friday Sale Days will take place in:-

Late February/Early March, Early August and Mid-December.  

growing friends
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Plants We Grow – Winter Flowering Salvias

By Lucille Strachan, Perennial Section.

Salvias are members of Lamiaceae - the mint family, a large 

and diverse family of over 700 species and as diverse in 

fragrance as they are in flower, habit and colour. Many of 

the Salvias we grow, that are available in Australia, come 

from similar climatic regions like those from Southern 

europe, South Africa, california and parts of north America. 

Winter can be a dull time in the garden, but not if you grow 

some of the winter flowering Salvias! We grow several of these, 

starting with Salvia gesneriifolia ‘Tequila’, a real stunner, which 

has bright red/orange flowers and black calyces. Tall-growing to 

around 2 m, it is best planted in a part sun/part shade position and 

the flowering period will be longer if the plant is dead-headed. It is 

much loved by nectar seeking birds, as are many of the Salvias. 

Salvia karwinskii grows even taller at around 2-2.5 m and is 

most suited for a background planting or for a shrubbery. It also 

prefers a part sun/part shade position, blooming from winter 

into spring. This plant has dusky pink to coral coloured flowers 

with hairy, reddish brown calyces which blend beautifully with 

the large, grey-green leaves, the tips of which may have mauve 

stems. Dead-heading will extend the flowering period and after 

flowering, pruning by one third to one half will help to keep this 

tall plant bushy. 

We have several Salvia involucrata cultivars which are 

beginning to adorn the Nursery as the weather cools. S. i. ‘Pink 

Icicles’ is another taller-growing Salvia to about 1.5-2 x 1.5m, but 

with the prettiest pale pink flowers with a dash of white on the 

lower lip. The bracts are also pink and these appear from late 

autumn into winter. This plant also prefers a cooler place in part 

shade with morning sun and will also be best placed at the back 

of a border or amongst shrubs. It has handsome apple green 

foliage and after flowering is best pruned by one third to one half  

to lower shoots. 

Our next cultivar is a cross between Salvia involucrata and S. 

karwinskii - S. ‘Romantic Rose’ which flowers over a long period 

from winter to late spring. Another tall grower, 1.5-2 x 1.8-2 m, this 

cultivar has wide tubular flowers of deepish rose pink on densely 

packed stems and prefers a part sun/part shade position. It 

also benefits from dead-heading, and pruning at completion of 

flowering by a good half, to lower shoots nearer the base. 

Another cross between S. involucrata and S. karwinskii is S. 

‘Timboon’, again tall-growing to 1.5-2 x 1.5-2 m, with deep wine 

coloured  flowers and calyces from winter into spring. It enjoys 

the same conditions and pruning as above.

Salvia ‘Phyllis Fancy’, although not strictly a winter flowering 

plant, does flower into winter and being of a different flower 

colour than those above, I thought I’d include it. Another taller 

growing Salvia to around 1.5 x 1.5m, this one starts to flower 

in summer and goes on into winter. It again is suited to a back 

of the border situation or amongst shrubs, where its lovely pale 

blue/mauve flowers just keep appearing. It enjoys sun to part 

shade and on completion of flowering prune out all the old 

flowering stems, as the new ones arise from the base. It isn’t 

long before the plant is flowering again.

Those of you who live in frosty areas can grow these 

examples above, providing you give them some protection from 

severe frost. All these plants appreciate some protection from 

hot afternoon sun and cope well with part shade. They also 

appreciate mulching and good drainage and a feed as they 

begin to come into flower. Whatever your needs for your garden, 

none of us can really do without a Salvia or three, as they give 

a wide range of flower colour, habitat preference and some 

delicious fragrances in their foliage, as well as being beloved 

by nectar-gathering birds. All plants mentioned above will be 

available at the mini sale, which will be held at our Nursery, 

sometime in August – watch this space!

Left hand page top: Salvia karwinskii. Bottom: Salvia ‘Phyllis Fancy’.

This page left: Salvia gesneriflora; Centre: Salvia involucrata ‘Pink icicles’; Right: Salvia involucrata ‘Romantic Rose’.               Photos: Michael Hare

growing friends
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Global Gardening – Gardening in the 21st 

century 

PaRT 1 – PlanTs: The hisToRical FRaMeWoRk

by Roger Spencer, Senior Horticultural Botanist & Rob 

Cross, Horticultural Botanist, RBG.

In a series of articles we will be examining how gardening 

in Australia, and the ‘West’ in general, has changed 

over time and speculate on its possible future. As part 

of this journey we claim that horticulture is currently 

undergoing a radical and irreversible change of direction, 

a paradigm shift in its philosophy that is part of today’s 

globalisation and changing  social, economic and 

environmental circumstances.

In the first two articles we look at the basic building blocks 

of gardens, the plants: how we have arrived at the selection 

of plants we have today; the historical influence of Britain (the 

world’s pre-eminent gardening nation) on today’s Australian 

palette of plants; the kinds of plants that will be sold in nurseries 

in the future, and the factors that govern our plant selection. In 

this article we look briefly at the historical framework of plant 

introduction: in the next we will look at the plants themselves.

In subsequent articles we take a look at landscape 

and garden design, following a similar path – its historical 

development, contemporary trends and possible future. Then 

we draw together the elements we have been discussing and 

see how global gardening has become environmentally aware.

Globalisation

We are all familiar with the globalisation of financial, trade, 

transport and communication systems. We now have a planet 

with an instantaneous communication network linking local, 

regional and global communities. Globalisation is a modern 

social change that has arisen, not by conquest, but as a 

consequence of increasingly sophisticated technology and 

a realisation of our increasing mutual interdependence, an 

awareness that we all now live in a ‘global village’.

One way of viewing globalisation is to trace it through the last 

400 years, from the European Age of Exploration and Discovery 

in the fifteenth century to the days of the British Empire when 

Europe’s sphere of interest spread across the world. In this 

article we tease out a little of the fascinating story of the 

emergence of the West’s cultivated plant flora, the plants that 

seem to have existed in our gardens for all time.

We begin by asking: ‘Where did Australia’s garden plants 

come from?’ … Which immediately begs other questions: ‘How 

and when did humans start transporting and collecting plants; 

how have the numbers of plants moved around the planet 

changed over time and what were the social forces dictating 

this human redistribution of the world’s wild plants?’

the West’s Cultivated Flora

In spite of the large time frame involved we do have a rough 

idea of how this all happened. It began, to all intents and 

purposes, and not unexpectedly, with food plants. In the 

Western world selections of crop plants, presumed to be the 

oldest in the world, date back to the origins of agriculture in 

Mesopotamia over 10,000 years ago.

And Australian garden plants, how did they get here? 

The short answer to this question is – mostly from Britain, 

although native plants have always, of course, been a part of 

the Australian garden. Where Britain’s garden plants came from 

is part of the story of plant globalisation.

We know that the ancient Greek military hero Alexander 

the Great, in about 340 BCE, collected plant and animal 

trophies while on his military campaigns. As he extended the 

ancient Greek empire he sent back plants to Athens where his 

teacher Aristotle grew them in what was effectively a botanic 

garden adjacent to his teaching academy called the Lyceum 

(a forerunner to the modern university). Aristotle’s pupil and 

friend Theophrastus took over as head of the Lyceum and, 

specialising in botany, laid the foundations of modern plant 

science, gaining him the sobriquet ‘Father of Botany’. The 

collection of plant and animal trophies from distant lands was 

a tradition of the Greeks that had been inherited from the 

ancient civilisations of Egypt, Mesopotamia and Persia. It was 

to become a routine part of Roman conquest as the Roman 

Empire spread across Europe and was emulated yet again 

during the creation of the British Empire.

So, how did Britain get its garden plants?

Apart from a few crop plants it seems that the first major 

influx of exotic (foreign) plants to Britain occurred during its 

occupation by Roman garrisons in about 45 CE to 410 CE. 

Archaeological research in Britain has revealed that there was a 

rapid introduction of about 50 new plants, mostly Mediterranean 

plants: fruits, herbs, spices, and vegetables introduced by the 

Romans to extend the flavours and nutrient content of the local 

food. It is an interesting quirk of history (and globalisation) that 

of these 50 Roman-introduced plant species about 36 (over 

70%) are now naturalised (grow in the wild) in Australia.

Enlightenment Britain

Australian settlement occurred at a time when Europeans 

were besotted with plants, a phenomenon that has been 

referred to as ‘botanophilia’. Botanophilia combined scientific 

garden
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Enlightenment thinking (an encyclopaedic desire to describe, 

name and classify the natural world) with the new technology 

emerging as part of the Industrial Revolution (which included 

global navigation systems, greenhouses, stove houses, and 

Wardian cases for plant transportation aboard ship) along with 

the excitement associated with the commercial and political 

possibilities of colonial expansion.

Royalty and the 

wealthy across 

Europe tried to outdo 

one-another with 

garden novelties to 

“show off” in their 

extensive grounds 

and state-of-the-art 

glasshouses, while 

well-to-do naturalists 

accumulated their 

cabinets of natural 

history curiosities 

which included plant 

herbaria. Napoleon’s 

wife Josephine 

Bonaparte (1763-

1814) was creating 

her famous garden 

Malmaison in France, 

Empress Catherine 

the Great (1729-1796) 

of Russia was building 

up a collection at St 

Petersburg in Russia, 

and Holy Roman 

Emperor Joseph II 

(1741-1790) was 

adding new plants to 

his famous hothouses 

at the Palace of 

Schönbrunn in Vienna.

In many ways 

Joseph Banks 

orchestrated much 

of this unique phase 

of European history, 

financing collectors and by being comfortable with people 

from all strata of society (gardeners to royalty), engaging 

in an international communication network that would have 

been the envy of any modern administrator. Banks had sent 

Catherine the Great a consignment of plants from Kew that 

filled 16 carriages drawn by 64 horses. He had sent roses 

to Josephine to join the fabulous rose collection painted by 

possibly the world’s greatest botanical artist Pierre-Joseph 

Redouté. Banks had captured the European imagination with 

his voyage of scientific exploration to the South Seas with 

Captain Cook accompanied by Linnaeus’s favourite pupil Daniel 

Solander. And everywhere the new English garden style was in 

demand – known in France as ‘Le Jardin Anglais’, in Germany 

‘Der Englische Garten’, and in Italy ‘Il Giardino Inglese’. New 

plants poured into 

Europe.

Banks had the 

ear of George III, 

a personal friend, 

as they went on 

regular weekend 

walks round Kew 

Gardens and 

when the King 

placed him in 

charge he seized 

the opportunity 

to realise his 

ambitions for the 

British empire 

of extending his 

realm of plant 

interest from 

horticulture and 

botany into the 

sphere of imperial 

economic botany.

This, very 

briefly, was the 

social context for 

both the collection 

and cultivation of 

‘foreign’ plants in 

general and the 

special European 

interest in Terra 

Australis Incognita, 

the Great Southern 

Land, at the time 

of settlement.

In the next article we will look in more detail at the specific 

waves of plants coming in to Britain and the implication this had 

for Australia and the world.

Plant novelties amused the upper classes of Europe. Above: The Orchid House of Hillfield, 
near Reigate, south of London. Engraving from The Gardeners’ Chronicle and Agricultural 

Gazette 23 November 1872, State Botanical Collection, Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne.

evolution
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classes
Term 3, 2013 will start in the week 

beginning Saturday 20 July. 

Classes will be held:

evenings: Tuesday and 

Wednesday

Daytime: Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Saturdays

(two sessions each day 2.5hr) 

Thursdays and Sundays: one 

2.5hr session each 

Fridays: one 3hr session.

2.5hr classes:  $295 inc GST

 Friends:  $240 inc GST

3hr classes:  $340 inc GST

 Friends:  $285 inc GST

We strongly recommend 

that students without prior 

experience in botanical 

illustration complete a 

Beginners’ Workshop before 

entering Term classes.

Workshops
All workshops will include 

morning and afternoon tea but 

not lunch.

Beginners’ Workshop 
with Helen Burrows

10 am to 4 pm 

Saturday 29, Sunday 30 June 

and Saturday 6, Sunday 7 July

cost: $349       Friends $295

Beginners’ Workshop 
with mali moir

Monday 1, Wednesday 3, 

Thursday 4 and Friday 5 July

10am to 4pm

cost:  $349   Friends $295

These intensive four-day 

courses provide an introduction 

to botanical art via pencil and 

watercolour. Students will begin to 

develop skills in outline drawing, 

foreshortening, tonal work and 

rendering of surfaces, basic 

colour work and paint application.

ALL CLASSES ANd moSt WoRkSHoPS WiLL BE HELd iN tHE WHiRLiNG Room Studio, oBSERVAtoRy 

GAtE For bookings and further information, please contact the Friends’ office on 9650 6398 or as advised.

The cost of each course 

includes equipment to be used 

during the workshop – drawing 

materials, paint, watercolour 

paper and brushes. 

monet’s Favourite 
Flowers with John 
Pastoriza-Piñol

Monday 8 – Thursday 11 July 

10am to 4pm

Location:  Domain House, 

Dallas Brooks Drive, 

Melbourne

cost:  $395 Friends/nGV 

Members. Places limited 

to Friends of RBG and nGV 

Members.

Paint the flowers that Monet 

loved during this four-day 

workshop held to coincide with 

the Monet’s Garden Winter 

Masterpieces exhibition at the 

National Gallery of Victoria. 

Popular botanical artist and 

teacher John Pastoriza-Piñol 

will inspire his students to 

achieve an enhanced sense of 

realism and vitality in their work 

through a deeper appreciation 

for picture composition 

and the illustration of three-

dimensional form and colour. 

Using watercolour and masking 

fluid applied with specialist 

tools including the NEEF ¼ Comb, John’s approach includes 

class discussion, step-by-step instruction with plenty of practical 

demonstrations and time set aside for individual guidance. 

Suitable for students at an intermediate to advanced level.

A materials list is available from the Friends’ office.

the Art of Camellias

Guided Walk of RBG Camellia Collection 
followed by Botanical drawing Workshop with 
Helen Burrows

Thursday 18 July 

10.30am to 3.30pm 

cost:  $100   Friends  $90

Meet at Visitor centre, Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne 

at 10.30am SHARP

Enjoy a guided walk through the beautiful Camellia collection 

of the RBG Melbourne with one of the Gardens’ knowledgeable 

team of voluntary guides, then spend the afternoon with Helen 

Burrows learning to draw these fascinating plants. Helen 

specialises in drawing and painting Australian Camellia cultivars 

and has completed three volumes of Camellias in limited edition. 

Among her other commitments, she teaches botanical illustration 

classes and workshops throughout the year for the Friends of 

the Royal Botanic Gardens. This 2 ½ hour workshop is suitable 

for students at every level, including beginners. Morning and 

afternoon tea and art materials provided. Participants will need to 

bring or buy their own lunch.

To book for The Art of Camellias, please contact RBG 

Melbourne on 9252 2429

Above: Detail from Waterlilies 12 by Claude Monet. Cour tesy of Museumclaudemonet.org. 
Below: Camellia Japonica ‘Ville de Nantes’ painted by Helen Burrows.

illustrators
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Botanical Illustrators

the Naming of Plants

At the recent Autumn meeting of the Botanical Illustrators, 

Chief Botanist and Director of Plant Sciences and Biodiversity, 

Professor David Cantrill, gave us a fascinating talk about plant 

classification. Correctly naming plants is not only fundamentally 

important to botany, but also to agriculture, conservation and 

the plant industry. Few botanical illustrators are specialists in 

taxonomy, and mistakes in naming are all too common. 

However, the correct name of a plant can be elusive.

The Australian Plant Name Index has 75,000 names for 

vascular plants, but there are only 21,000 species. The Global 

Plant Initiative includes about 1,800,000 names, while only 

about 300,000 species exist. The relationships of species to 

each other, and their names, are constantly being reviewed.

An example of this type of review is the Acacias. African 

species were described earlier than the more numerous 

Australian ones, but molecular and morphological studies 

concur that there are major differences between groups 

that justify distinct genera. The decision about which group 

should retain the name Acacia was fraught, with the number 

of changes to be made (over 900 in the case of the Australian 

species) having to be balanced against the principle of 

precedence. 

The rapid proliferation of molecular data in recent years has 

rendered ‘paper flora’ (indices in book form) obsolescent. While 

DNA studies are a convincing basis for defining plant similarities 

and differences, it can be perplexing when morphologically 

similar species are found to be genetically different. The 

final test for the boundaries of a species is the capacity to 

interbreed, but few such studies are done. 

Full genomic sequencing of some genera, including 

Eucalyptus, has been carried out. This is a time-consuming 

and expensive activity whose worth has not yet been universally 

accepted. ‘Barcoding‘ of specific regions of DNA has, 

however, become an essential tool for identification of plants. 

The practicalities of using genetic data in the field remain 

considerable.  

Professor Cantrill presented some cladograms showing 

the relations among species within a genus. Patterns of 

relationships that suggest rapid evolution could be discerned, 

while many species that appear similar may be distant in 

evolutionary terms. 

Many of those present were keen to share their stories 

of frustration when trying to find the correct name for their 

particular specimen. A lively informal discussion continued over 

morning tea. 

Roslyn Glow 

Botanical Illustrators’ 

Quarterly meeting

Tuesday 2 July

10 for 10.30 am

cost: $5.50

Pay on the day

Tim Entwisle will speak to the 

Illustrators about his time at 

Kew Gardens.

Whirlybirds
The exhibition From Forest to 

Seashore - Natural History: 

ferns, fungi and allies will be 

held in Domain House from 

5-20 October.

More details will follow in the 

Spring issue of Botanic News.

The Whirlybirds meet on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays in 

the Whirling Room Studio. 

If you would like to enquire 

about joining please contact 

Sandra Sanger on 9598 9532.

The Margaret Flockton Award
2013 marks the tenth anniversary of the annual exhibition The 

Margaret Flockton Award for Excellence in Scientific Botanical 

Illustration, held at the Sydney Botanic Gardens, which opened 

on 12 April in conjunction with the exhibition Botanica- The 

Masters and Moore, and runs until the end of July.

The Award promotes the appreciation and understanding of 

contemporary scientific botanical illustration and is an internationally-

renowned competition. This year there are 38 entries from 10 

countries competing for five prizes and a people’s choice award.

Margaret Flockton was an Australian botanical artist, particularly 

noted for her illustrating of The Forest Flora of New South Wales 

(some 300 plates), A Critical Revision of the Genus Eucalyptus (88 

plates) and the genus Opunta, all by the botanist and forester, 

Joseph Henry Maiden.

She started work at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney in 1901 

and for 27 years turned out botanical drawings of the highest quality. 

There are some 1000 of her illustrations in the Botanic Gardens Trust 

Archive. In recognition of her 

contributions to botanical art, 

and referring to her as the joint 

author of his works, Maiden 

named a few species after 

her – Eucalyptus flocktoniae, 

Acacia flocktoniae and the 

Dorrigo Daisy-bush Olearia 

flocktoniae.

The Melbourne Friends 

congratulate Pauline Dewar 

who has won a ‘Highly 

Commended’ citation in 

this award for the second 

year running. Pauline also 

produced this article for us. 

illustrators
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new Planting Domain – Aquatics
by Michael McNabb Manager Horticulture, Melbourne 

Gardens

When your garden beds are almost full, your trees are 

mostly mature and you’ve got nowhere else to plant, 

where do you go? You go aquatic, of course. 

The RBG Melbourne first introduced aquatic plants in a 

meaningful way during the development of the Long Island 

project in 2000. Visit the wetland areas of Long Island and you’ll 

find some key indigenous wetland plant species including: 

Bolboschoneus fluviatilis (Marsh Club-rush), Juncus gregiflorus 

(Green Rush), Phragmites australis (Common Reed), 

Schoenoplectus tabernaemontani (River Club-rush),Triglochin 

procera (Water Ribbons), Typha domingensis (Narrow-leaf 

Cumbungi) and Cladium procerum (Leafy Twig Rush). These 

aquatic species represent plants from wetland communities that 

were found in the lower Yarra River habitat upon white settlement. 

Most readers would be well aware of the positive benefits of 

the Working Wetlands project. There are two main components of 

the Working Wetlands project where both indigenous and exotic 

aquatic plants will be a key to the overall success of the project. 

Firstly, the constructed wetlands. There are two constructed 

wetlands, one at the A Gate end of the Ornamental Lake and 

one in the Nymphaea Lily Lake. The wetland ‘fingers’ act as 

filters for water entering the lake from outside the Gardens 

and force water to meander around them due to their shape 

and design. As water meanders, it moves through aquatic 

plants that are planted on the fingers and in the water. Some 

of the key species found on the constructed wetland include 

Lythrum salicaria (Purple Loosestrife), Nymphoides sp (Wavy 

Marshwort), Persicaria decipiens (Slender Knotweed), and 

Crassula helmsii (Swamp Crassula). 

Secondly, the Floating Treatment Wetlands (FTW). These 

have previously been used overseas, but it’s new technology for 

the RBG. Eighteen FTW in total are located in the Ornamental 

Lake and in Guilfoyle’s Volcano. The FTW were constructed 

and installed by a contract company and are made of recycled 

plastic bottles. Holes are pre-cut into floating panels where 

plants are inserted. The theory is that the plant roots dangle in 

the water and collect passing nutrients. This aids plant growth 

as well as purifying the lake water. 

Some of the species in the FTW include Carex appressa 

(Tall Sedge), Lythrum salicaria, (Purple Loosestrife), Carex 

fascicularis (Tassell Sedge), Lobelia alata (Angled Lobelia), 

Marsilea drummondii (Common Nardoo) and Schoenoplectus 

tabernaemontani (River Club-rush).

We’ve also had some fun with more exotic plant selection 

for the FTW, and have incorporated Colocasia esculenta 

‘Fontanesii’ (Violet-stemmed Taro); Gunnera manicata (Giant 

Rhubarb); and Crinum asiaticum var. pedunculatum (Swamp 

Lily), which are traditionally (moist) land loving plants, most 

of which are performing very well except for the Gunnera 

manicata, which were badly scorched in our recent hot spells.  

At left: Before and at Right: 
After shots of Schoenplectus 

tabernaemontani planting at 
the fringe of the Touchwood 
bed looking from the Taxodium 
Lawn.

Photos: Peter Symes

from the
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Whenever undertaking something that not many other 

Australian gardens have delivered, there are bound to be some 

‘key learnings’. Firstly, time of planting - our initial FTW planting 

took place in autumn due to project timelines. This meant 

that aquatic species sat in cold water for about six months; 

planting them in spring would have provided them with a better 

start to life. Secondly, bird netting - I’ve come to learn that our 

coots and swamp hens are more intelligent than I gave them 

credit for; if there’s an opening in a net, it doesn’t matter how 

small, they’ll find it. When they get in, they have a ball gorging 

themselves on aquatic plants. Then of course, they have 

problems finding their way out again (so perhaps they’re not 

as smart as I first thought). Thirdly, and probably most critically, 

plants must come through our Nursery and be entered onto our 

plant database prior to being planted. Due to the lengthy and 

staged nature of the planting for both constructed and FTW, our 

planting records are below par. Having accurate records goes 

to the heart of what a botanic garden is meant to be and is 

something we must strive to do better. 

We should be celebrating aspects of increasing our aquatic 

plant diversity via constructed and FTW and that we got to do 

something different. As I said earlier, it’s new technology to the 

RBG. Our teams all got to work together to plant, replant and 

maintain the islands and very importantly we’ve provided additional 

habitat for birdlife, tortoises, frogs and other aquatic organisms. 

Now that the Working Wetlands project has been 

implemented, we’re not done with aquatic planting, far from 

it. We have plans to plant out a further 2,600 square meters of 

aquatic plant material at key locations around the lake system 

(making sure not to adversely affect lake vistas). This additional 

planting will aid water treatment such as uptake of nutrients and 

hopefully reduce the risk of blue-green algal blooms. The more 

water we can treat naturally, the better. 

Another successful day for the birds under the netting on the Ornamental Lake.  
Photo by Steven Liu

Nymphoides sp (left) and Lythrum salicaria (right) can be seen in several waterways in the RBG Melbourne including the Nymphaea Lake.         Photos: Michael McNabb

horticultural staff



The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne Inc.

was formed to stimulate further interest in the Gardens 

and the national Herbarium and to support and assist 

them whenever possible.

Patron 
the Honourable alex 
Chernov aC, QC, 
governor of Victoria

President
Cathy trinca

Vice-President
susan Chandler

Secretary
adnan mansour

Treasurer
angela mitchell
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President
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Events
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Membership & 
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lee tregloan

Volunteers
John goodwin

Friends’ Trust Fund
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June 

 
6 Talk: Philosophy in the Garden – Damien Young

20 Fit Friends’ Ramble – Monet’s Garden/NGV

26 Talk, Monet’s Garden – Sally Mathiesson

29 Beginner’s Workshop commences – Helen Burrows

July

 
1 Beginners’ Workshop commences  – Mali Moir

2 Botanic Illustrators Quarterly Meeting 10.30 am

8 Monet’s Favourite Flowers Workshop commences 

18 Art of Camellias Talk and Workshop – Helen Burrows

20 Term 3 Classes commence

24 Talk, Botanical Illustration – Jenny Philips

28 Talk, with Cranbourne – River Health/Platypus in Yarra

 
August

 

9 Friday Plant Sale – Growing Friends’ Nursery

13 Insiders’ Walk – Herbarium, Pina Milne

24 Planting in Pots Workshop – Michèle Adler

30 Talking Plants – Rare bulbs 

September
 

14 Spring Workshop – Terrariums

20 Australian Landscape Conference commences

note: the Friends’ inclement Weather Policy states that outdoor events may be 
cancelled and the nursery will not be open for sales if the temperature is predicted 
to be 33ºC or above.
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