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by sally Hirst

In this, my first column as the new President of the 

Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne, I would 

like to introduce myself to members. I have been with 

the Friends for the past year, as Vice-President, but I am 

no newcomer to the organisation.

My introduction to the Gardens was as a visitor, on my arrival 

in Australia from the UK in 1975. I became more interested 

after doing a botanic art course at Burnley with Anita Barley. 

Then, after working at the Museum of Victoria (then the Science 

Museum) and the National Gallery of Victoria, I was appointed 

as a Deputy Director of the Gardens in 1993. It was an amazing 

period of growth with the development of Gardens House as 

a function centre, the inception of Observatory Gate and the 

design of the Australian Garden at Cranbourne. My office was 

the best place I have ever worked. I so enjoyed walking up the 

drive towards Gardens House and entering my little cottage 

adjacent, leaving the door open so I could experience the 

wonders of the place even while wrangling the difficulties of 

running a major cultural attraction in the middle of a city.

I was sad to leave (to start a new organisation, Parks 

Victoria) but took with me a wonderful piece of botanic art, a 

gift from staff on my departure.

Here I am, all these years later, and very glad to be back.

But, I have big shoes to fill. Cathy Trinca has been an 

amazing, hands-on, enthusiastic and energetic leader.         

She has given generously 

of her time, knowledge and 

expertise, always there to lend 

a hand and provide direction 

when it’s needed. Luckily we 

can still benefit from her deep 

understanding of the RBG 

and of the Friends, as she will 

continue to be involved, using 

her great strengths in Marketing 

and Events. Angela Mitchell 

has also stepped down as 

Treasurer. One always needs to 

be reminded that we can’t do 

much without funds, and Angela 

has been able both to manage our financial interests and to 

translate our budgetary status to those of us who may prefer just 

to ignore this critical activity! She has done it with good humour 

and aplomb and we thank her sincerely.

We also thank Janet Thomson, an Honorary Life Member, 

who is retiring from Council after a remarkable 18 years, 

and Irwin Newman, who is also retiring after 12 years. It is 

quite inspiring to reflect on the hours of voluntary time these 

individuals have given and the difference they have made in 

developing the Friends and providing support to the Gardens.

The Friends is a dynamic organisation. Our indefatigable 

Secretary, Adnan Mansour, and I are welcoming to the Executive 

Mark Anderson as Treasurer and Andrew Brookes as Vice-

President, and I am looking forward to working with them and the 

rest of the Council over the coming year. All our Conveners do an 

amazing job creating an exciting program of things to do and see. 

This year this has included the impressive Art of Botanical Illustration 

exhibition, numerous Plant Craft activities, a great selection of 

plants grown and sold by the Growing Friends as well as interesting 

walks and talks – and there’s a lot more in the pipeline.

But you, my Friends, are the real backbone of the 

organisation. Do give us feedback on your experiences at our 

Events and tell us your interests. Please invite your friends to join  

(Christmas presents?) and use all your social media channels to 

tell the world about the Gardens we love.

Have a very happy festive season and I hope to see you in 

the New Year.

from the president
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Victorian Plant species number 3,705
by tim entwisle, Director and chief executive

We have a new native plant species in Victoria. this brings 

our state tally to 3,705, according to VicFlora (http://

data.rbg.vic.gov.au/vicflora/). VicFlora is our new online 

census of plants that grow naturally, or have become 

naturalised, in Victoria. over coming months VicFlora will 

be transformed from a census into a fully-fledged Flora.

Back to that 3,705th species. Earlier this year Kelton Goyne, 

a ranger at Mount Lawson State Park near Wodonga, was 

preparing for some controlled burns in the park when he 

discovered five trees he hadn’t seen before (later he found a 

few more outside the park). They were wattles but not as he 

knew them. The species was new to the park and, as it turned 

out, to Victoria. Our Conservation Botanist, Neville Walsh, 

identified it as Acacia linearifolia (below) a species that grows 

100 km across the border at The Rock Nature Reserve (and 

extends up into inland New South Wales; see PlantNET). As the 

name suggests, it has very narrow, long and straight phyllodes. 

In case you are wondering, we now have 144 Acacia species 

native to Victoria, according to the online census. 

Virtual fairies in the garden

Yep, fairies are coming to Melbourne Gardens this summer. 

Partnering with Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney and Disney, 

Disney’s Fairy Trail will include about eight stops in the Melbourne 

Gardens where visitors can discover and talk to the fairies via a 

smart device app (augmented reality technology). The app will 

be bi-lingual: Chinese as well as English. Our Education team 

is working with Disney to develop content, so messaging and 

activities will be in line with our new vision and mission. 

I gather Disney Fairies is the most popular brand for girls aged 

7- 9, so this is a great opportunity to encourage younger folk 

into our gardens and to draw families outside The Ian Potter 

Foundation Children’s Garden. As a special bonus, Digger’s 

Club will donate seed packets as a give-away.

Horticultural radio goes national

On the way back from an interview at the ABC studios in 

Southbank a few months ago, landscape designer Jim Fogarty and 

I were bemoaning the lack of a regular show on radio that provided 

time for impassioned and opinionated debate of all things relating 

to gardens and plants. There are good Q&A segments and some 

brilliant broadcasters such as our own Andrew Laidlaw, who can be 

heard on alternate Saturdays on ABC 774AM Radio, but no panel 

discussions and no chance to link gardening to the rest of life (e.g. 

philosophy, art or politics).

So I made a pitch to Radio National, via Robyn Williams, a 

friend and long-time presenter of the Science Show. I said Jim 

Fogarty and I could provide a ‘thinking gardeners’ show brimful 

of ideas, concepts, debates, quirky gardens and plants. In format 

and tone I said it would borrow from successful music and current 

from the gardens
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event panel shows on TV, but also a little from BBC Radio 4’s 

Gardeners’ Question Time and In Our Time. I would host and Jim 

would be a regular panellist, along with two other guests – one 

a plant expert, the other a plant enthusiast or someone with an 

interesting fresh perspective on gardening (in the pilot we had 

plant grower Teena Crawford and philosopher Damon Young). 

There would also be a pre-recorded interview ‘from the garden’ 

(first up, award-winning chef and keen plant-forager Ben Shewry 

talking to me from his Attica produce garden at Ripponlea), a 

Plant-of-the-Week, and to finish, some horticultural laurels and 

brickbats. All that in half an hour! Not quite as leisurely as we 

might have hoped but radio time is precious. 

To cut a long story short, we have been commissioned to 

record six shows which will run over summer. Probably one a 

week, on a Sunday morning. If it goes well we hope to do more 

– we have plenty of topics and potential guests lined up. For a 

little more background you can listen to a longish (10 minutes 

or so) interview I did a few weeks ago on the Science Show, 

on ABC Radio National (http://www.abc.net.au//radionational/

programs/scienceshow/gold-for-australian-garden-at-hampton-

court-palace/5659504). I also talked about other things such 

as the Hampton Court Palace Flower Show win and botanic 

gardens in Sydney, London and of course, Melbourne. 

Peter singer got us thinking

As part of being a little more outward-looking, and taking a few 

(calculated) risks to be part of the public conversation, I agreed to 

be introduced to philosopher Peter Singer when he spoke here at 

the Capitol Theatre in July. It was a great chance to talk to a sell-

out audience of two thousand or so about our botanic gardens 

and the importance of plants to life on earth. The Royal Botanic 

Gardens was a hosting partner with Sentient World Entertainment 

and, through this relationship, also raised around $6000 for the 

water conservation project at Melbourne Gardens. I hope we can 

do a little more of this – being cautiously brave – and there are a 

few other ideas floating around for public events with a scientific 

flavour that would fit us very nicely.

Jim Fogar ty and Tim Entwisle with comedian Bill Bailey, at the Hampton Cour t Palace Flower 
Show, recording for their for thcoming radio show on ABC Radio National. 

from the  gardens
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from the gardens

All classes and workshops will be held in the Whirling room Studio, obServAtory gAte.         

For bookings and further information, please contact the Friends’ office on 9650 6398 or as advised.

Workshops
All workshops will include morning 

and afternoon tea but not lunch.

beginners’ Workshop
with dianne emery

tuesday 6, Wednesday 7, 

thursday 8 and Friday 9 January

10am to 4pm

cost:  $379   Friends $325

beginners’ Workshop

with mali moir

saturday 10, sunday 11, 

and saturday 17  

and sunday 18 January

10am to 4pm

cost:  $379   Friends $325

These intensive four-day 

courses provide an introduction 

to botanical art via pencil and 

watercolour. Students will begin to 

develop skills in outline drawing, 

foreshortening, tonal work and 

rendering of surfaces, basic 

colour work and paint application.

The cost of each course 

includes equipment to be used 

during the workshop – drawing 

materials, paint, watercolour 

paper and brushes.

choreography of the 
tendril

A study in composition, 

Design and chroma

with Helen Burrows

Monday 12, tuesday 13 and 

Wednesday 14 January

10am to 4pm

cost:  $355      Friends $300

This workshop provides a 

framework to foster artistic 

confidence for students who are 

fairly new to botanical illustration, 

and gives more experienced 

artists the opportunity to review 

their practice.

The elements of design and 

colour theory will be explored 

and a pleasing composition 

will be created from a variety 

of botanical specimens,using a 

step-by-step procedure. 

Helen will explain and 

demonstrate the importance 

of considering the elements 

of design for a balanced and 

structured composition, the 

terms and principles of colour 

theory and the use of chroma 

in watercolour painting.

Helen says, ‘Through the use 

of choreography, we will analyze 

the importance of working with 

layers and setting the stage for 

a botanical performance. THE 

STAGE IS YOURS for a visual 

impact and vigorous response!’

Suitable for students at all levels 

except complete beginners.

A materials list is available 

from the Friends’ office.

Composing botanical 
Artworks from a 
Scientific and an 
Artistic Perspective
with Kate nolan

Monday 19 and  

tuesday 20 January

10am to 4pm

cost:  $255     Friends  $200

Sometimes it can be tricky 

working out what to include or 

not to include in your botanical 

artwork and how to arrange it all 

to the best effect. 

In this course Kate will 

look at composition from both 

a scientific and an artistic 

perspective. She will provide 

some rules to follow to make 

sure that all the features of 

the plant being depicted are 

included to make it useful 

in a scientific way. She will 

also look at different ways of 

arranging the various elements 

on the page to make the work 

pleasing aesthetically – there 

are rules and guidelines for 

this too. Relating to this, she 

will explore different styles of 

composition from differing 

periods or cultures. Kate will 

also discuss how to deal with 

challenging limitations such as 

being required to paint to a 

certain format for publication 

or exhibition. She encourages 

students to bring along all 

the old artworks they’ve never 

been quite sure how to finish! 

Suitable for students at all 

levels except complete beginners.

A materials list is available 

from the Friends’ office.

refresh your 
Painting Skills from 
Wet through to dry 
techniques
with dianne emery

Wednesday 21, thursday 22 

and Friday 23 January

10am to 4pm

cost: $355    Friends  $300

Enjoy a fun and engaging 

workshop conducted by Dianne 

Emery, who will demonstrate 

how to use different techniques 

to tackle various forms of 

subject matter. Dianne will also 

look at the choice of brushes, 

paints and paper and how to 

select the right ones for specific 

purposes.

Suitable for students at all levels 

except complete beginners.

A materials list is available 

from the Friends’ office.

classes
Term 1, 2015 will start in the week 

beginning Friday 30 January.

Classes will be held:

evening: tuesday 

Daytime: Monday, Wednesday 

thursday and saturday

(two sessions each day 2.5hr) 

Sunday (one 2.5hr session)  

Friday (one 3hr session)

2.5hr classes:  $305 inc Gst

 Friends:  $250 inc Gst

3hr classes:  $350 inc Gst

 Friends:  $295 inc Gst

We strongly recommend that 

students without prior experience 

in botanical illustration complete 

a Beginners’ Workshop before 

entering Term classes.

Manchurian Pear skeletal leaf painted on 
vellum by by Kate Nolan

illustrators
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from the president

co-winners of the celia Rosser Medal for 2014

state Botanical collection – funds provided by the Friends

Left: Rhodosphaera 

rhodanthema - Deep 
Yellow Wood,  
by Angela Lober

Right:  Castanea sativa 
- Sweet Chestnut,  
by Mar ta Salamon

Left:  Stenocarpus sinuatus - 

Firewheel tree, by Angela Lober

Below:  Eucalyptus macrocarpa ssp 
macrocarpa, by Fiona McKinnon

Both winners were commended for 
their body of work on display at tthe 
exhibition.

illustrators
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from the gardens

Whirlybirds

The success of the twelfth Art of 

Botanical Illustration exhibition, 

held October - November 2014, 

was made possible with the support 

of our members and many artists 

from the Friends, who exhibited their 

work, volunteered or helped during 

the event. The Whirlybirds resume 

their botanical illustrators’ group 

in the first week of February and 

informal meetings are held in the 

Whirling Room on Tuesdays.

If you would like to enquire 

about joining, please contact 

Sandra Sanger on 9598 9532.

Honorable Mentions – celia Rosser Medal for 2014

state Botanical collection – at left bought by the Director’s circle and centre bought by the RBG.

Below: Araucaria bidwillii by 
Simon Deere who received the 
commendation for his body of work 
which included three other drawings 
on display.

At right:  Eucalyptus caesia ssp 
magna, by Tess Maher

Left: Cynara 

cardunculus 

var. fortissima – 
Ar tichoke Thistle, 
by Debra Bar tlett

Right: Brugmansia 
sanguinea - Red 
Angel’s Trumpet, 
by Karen White.

illustrators
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booK eventS online, on our booKing Form or doWnloAd one From the eventS PAge on 

our WebSite: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

Vertical Gardens 
summer talking Plants 

Friday 6 February at 10 am

Domain House, 

Dallas Brooks Drive

Cost  $20         (Friends $15)

RSVP by Monday 2 February

Refreshments will be served 

at 10 am

Vertical gardens are now recognised as wonderfully beneficial 

ways to enhance life, especially in the city. Our expert speaker will 

present the history and benefits of vertical gardens along with the 

practical issues of creating and locating your own garden. Today 

we can have small or large, decorative or therapeutic as well as 

functional vertical plantings of herbs, ferns, succulents and flowers.

   Benefits of these gardens include: 

-  Cleaning air of pollutants and dusts.

-  Acting as a sound-proofing barrier. 

-  Cooling the area surrounding the vertical garden. 

-  Creating habitats for birds and insects, increasing biodiversity. 

-  Growing food in urban settings, creating sustainable and local 

   control of food sources. 

transitioning 

Melbourne’s Urban 

Landscapes
An illustrated talk  

by Dr. Ian shears

Wednesday 11 February

at 6 for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Cost: $25         (Friends $20)

RSVP by Friday 6 February

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk 

Melbourne’s environment is facing three primary challenges: 

population growth and intensification, urban heating and climate 

change. The cumulative impact of these is creating less healthy 

urban environments. The flow-on effects include the social cost of 

heat-related illness and morbidity, damage to vital infrastructure, 

and diminishing quality of city life and liveability.

How do we respond to these challenges whilst increasing the 

resilience of our public realm and creating a legacy for future 

generations? This presentation will outline how City of Melbourne 

is embracing a multidisciplinary approach to responding to these 

challenges and transforming Melbourne’s urban landscape with 

ambitious city targets for integrated water management, urban forest 

development, green infrastructure development, open space and 

permeability expansion and urban landscape cooling strategies. 

Glen Iris Ramble
summer Fit Friends’ Ramble

Please use trains today.

Meet on Thursday 12 

February at 10.00 am  

at Ashburton station. 

A train leaves Flinders St. station at 

9.31 am. Change at Camberwell 

for the Alamein line. Train arrives at 

Ashburton at 9.59 am 

Cost:  $25 (Friends $20)

RSVP by Friday 6 February

Morning tea at a private home

Gardiner’s Creek’s original name was Kooyongkoot from the 

Woiwurrung language of the Wurundjeri-Baluk group, meaning 

‘haunt of the waterfowl’. Its current name derives from John 

Gardiner who was an early Melbourne land speculator. 

This ramble will take us first through a shady park, into 

private gardens and through a little suburbia. After morning tea 

we will walk to another garden and see a developing food forest 

on Gardiner’s Creek. As we ramble along the creek we will visit 

the wetlands that serve an ecological and recreational role. We 

will end our ramble at Glen Iris station for our journey home on 

the Glen Waverley line.

Depending on the weather bring comfortable shoes, hat, 

water bottle and/or an umbrella.

events
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booK eventS online, on our booKing Form or doWnloAd one From the eventS PAge on 

our WebSite: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

An evening of Bird 

spotting 
summer Insiders’ Walk

with David Plant

Thursday 19 February

Meet for refreshments  

at 5:30 pm

Gate Lodge, 100 Birdwood Ave 

Cost:  $20 MEMBERS ONLY

RSVP by Monday 16 February

PS Remember your binoculars!

On this early evening in summer we will stroll quietly through 

our beautiful Gardens to see and hear Bell Miners (Bell Birds) 

and water birds such as Black Swan, Coot, Dusky Moorhen, 

Cormorants and a variety of ducks.

Near the lakes we will watch for bush birds such as Wattle 

Birds and Lorikeets and hopefully see and hear the noisy and 

playful Sulphur-crested Cockatoos that frequent the Gardens.  

It will be a serene and gentle time to glimpse the birds, which 

inhabit the garden landscape, and a chance to discover some 

of their discreet hideaways. 

The pace will be leisurely with time to appreciate the sounds 

and sights that resonate throughout the Gardens as designed 

by William Guilfoyle.

40 Years Wandering 

–the Most Beautiful 

Flora of Australia
An illustrated talk  

by Geoff Lay, naturalist.

Wednesday 25 February

10 am for 10.30 am

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Cost:  $25        (Friends $20)

RSVP by Friday 20 February

Morning tea will be served 

before the talk

Geoff Lay says, ‘I have been a bushwalker with a camera for 

over 40 years, so fortunate to explore and enjoy our dramatic, 

diverse land, often beyond the reach of roads and so only 

seen on foot. I want to share with you so much of our beautiful 

flora from the snow-capped alps to coastal dunes, red arid 

hinterlands and tropical jungle. Everywhere there are beautiful 

flowers in natural gardens – brilliant colours amidst fascinating 

shapes and textures. Recently I donated 13,000 images of our 

flora to the Botanic Gardens to assist in the creation of a web-

based flora. My presentation includes the best from all States’. 

Bees, native and exotic
An illustrated talk by Dr Ken 

Walker,  senior curator of 

entomology and Arachnology, 

Museum Victoria

Wednesday 11 March

6 pm for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Cost: $25         (Friends $20)

RSVP by Friday 6 March

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk

Most people think of the European honeybee as Australia’s only 

bee but we have over 1,700 species of native bees and our bee 

fauna is the most diverse of any continent. You will see how 

bees are divided scientifically and what characteristics separate 

them, such as the length of their tongue (or glossa), or where 

they carry pollen on their body – some native bees only carry 

pollen internally in their stomach. 

Dr Walker will explain the dangers of the Varroa mite to the 

Australian honeybees. Australia is the only continent without 

these honeybee parasitic mites that can wipe out bee colonies. 

Learn how to attract bees into your garden and how to observe 

them in the wild. The talk is full of wonderful images. 

events
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from the president

FriDay PlanT Sale Day

Friday 12 December from 8 am – 1 pm. 

This will be the last members-only Nursery sale for 2014 and is 

timed to allow for a choice of Christmas gifts and holiday garden 

renovation plants.

Remember, If the pot has a price tag, the plant is for sale.  

No tag means no sale.

SPrinG Sale

The Spring Sale was a great success particularly on Saturday 

18 October when we raised almost as much money as we did 

over the whole weekend at the Autumn Sale: not surprising as 

it rained for most of the sale in May. Plant sales grossed almost 

$29,000 which included approximately $600 from the raffle, the 

lucky winners of which were:-

1. Luisa Adam           Books (Donated by Reader’s Feast)

2. Sharon Beaman         Hedge Trimmer (Donated by Bunnings)

3. Andrew Churchyard    Clivia (Donated by Growing Friends)

The 2015 Autumn Sale will be held on 18 & 19 April.

the Growing Friends

by Michael Hare, convener 

So who are the Growing Friends and what do they do?

Put simply the Growing Friends grow plants which are sold at the 

public autumn and spring and selected members-only  plant sales.

The plants are grown from cuttings, and occasionally seeds, 

which are predominately obtained from the plants in the RBG, 

Melbourne. The cuttings and seeds are prepared and placed in 

propagating mix by the Growing Friends and held in either their 

shade house or the RBG Melbourne nursery glasshouse until 

they have ‘struck’, that is, they have developed roots. The young 

plants are then transferred into individual pots and eventually 

potted-on, pruned, fertilised and cared for as necessary until they 

are of saleable size and quality. In this way the Growing Friends 

perform the whole of the propagation process so that, in addition 

to the regular favourites, they are able to offer plants which are 

seldom seen in retail nurseries. But there is a downside to this 

situation in that these types of plants are only available when 

suitable starting material (cuttings or seeds) can be obtained. 

Also, for some plants their availability is influenced by the fact 

that they are difficult to strike, propagate and then to maintain in 

good condition even with all the tender loving care given by the 

Growing Friends. Such a plant is Ficus dammaropsis which is 

rarely available, but on offer at the Spring Sale

To enable their efficient care and development the plants are 

separated into a few major sections: Shrubs, Perennials, Natives, 

Bulbs and Succulents, together with a number of small specialist 

groups which are Camellias, Rhizomes, Trees, Bromeliads, 

Rhododendrons and Orchids/Ferns/Climbers. In the large sections 

up to five people care for the plants while the specialist groups 

usually consist of one or two people. To ensure the smooth operation 

of the Nursery there are, of course, a number of specialised non-

horticultural tasks such as the computer-based plant database, 
Convener Michael Hare and Growing Friends’ Nursery Manager Robyn Leszczynski 
‘supervising’ the Spring Sale.   Photo: Virginia Morrison

Above: Growing Friends working at busy potting benches protected from the sun.
Photo above by Michael Hare.            Photo below by Adnan Mansour. 
Below:  Sale shopper seeking advice from a Growing Friend.

growing friends
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maintenance of the Nursery’s infrastructure, including plant trolleys 

and shade coverings ,and the monitoring of the Nursery watering 

system. These are tasks which people undertake in addition to their 

participation within a section or group. 

The Growing Friends are a fairly hardy group as they need to 

be at the Nursery regularly each Friday – rain, hail or shine – for 

at least four hours, as well as attend for the two weekends of the 

public sales. By its very nature most of the work in the Nursery is 

physical; individual pots are continually being moved for re-potting 

or better position, as are the polystyrene plant boxes containing 

up to six medium-sized pots. Much of this work requires bending 

or squatting, and potting-on requires standing for periods of time.

While horticultural knowledge is not necessary, because 

this is acquired over time from other members of the Growing 

Friends, a liking for plants, or at least one type of plant, and for 

growing them, is. What is essential is attention to the detail of the 

job being done such as re-potting, cleaning, sorting pots and 

watching for weeds, so that any change in a plant’s condition, 

(too wet, too dry, pests or poor growth) is noted and referred to 

the appropriate person.

At the Sales members are asked to be present to help sell the 

plants they have nurtured so carefully, and are rewarded for their 

efforts by observing the enthusiasm of the buyers they meet.

Above left:  Wendy Henderson moving plants.    Photo: Cathy Trinca 
Above right:  Struck cuttings in the Nursery waiting to be potted on. 
Below:  Activity in the Growing Friends’ Nursery..  Photos: Michael Hare 

growing friends
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from the president

All WorKShoPS Will be held in the PlAnt CrAFt CottAge. For further information and all 

bookings, please contact the Friends’ office on 9650 6398. 

craft Demonstrations
Bookings not required

10.30 am – 2 pm

Cost: Free

natural dye  
3 December; 4 February;  

4 March

Potpourri   
13 February; 

Fibre  
9 December; 10 February;  

10 March

basketry 
18 February 

Plant Card 
19 February

Papermaking 
25 February

Visitors are welcome to watch 

and ask questions of the 

working groups. However, 

visitors are unable to take part 

in the demonstrations.

Sunday open days

18 January; 15 February

10 am – 3 pm

Cost: Free

This is a wonderful opportunity 

to explore the Plant Craft 

Cottage, the oldest building in 

any public garden in Victoria.

Some of the plant-related 

items created by our groups 

will be on display and for sale 

in this heritage-listed building.

Please note that  

the cottage closes at  

1 pm Friday 19 December 

for the summer break and 

reopens Tuesday 13 January.

Friends are reminded that 

the Plant Craft Cottage 

has an extensive reference 

library on Plant Crafts.

  
natural Dye Workshop
Australia’s own colours

saturday 28 February  

and sunday 1 March   

9 am –- 3 pm

Plant craft cottage near H-Gate on 

Alexandra Avenue.

Natural Dyes from eucalypt leaves 

on wool, silk, alpaca and mohair.

Cost: $200                  (Friends $175) 

which includes printed notes.

Byo lunch. Tea and coffee provided.

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

RSVP by Friday 20 February.

This workshop covers the essentials of 

natural dyeing, including mordanting, 

and explores the unique range of 

colours obtainable from eucalypt leaves.

Plant craft cottage is near  

H gate on Alexandra Avenue

open 10 am – 3  pm Monday 

to Friday and every third 

sunday.

closed Public Holidays.

Above: A sample of Rose potpourri.

Top Right: David Austin’s Mary Rose

Centre right: Papa Meilland, the world’s most fragrant rose

Bottom right: Lemon Verbena

plant
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from the gardensgrowing friends

the craft of Potpourri
by elaine Gatford

The Potpourri Group meet at the Plant Craft Cottage on the 

second Friday of the month. Visitors to the Cottage on those 

days are always delighted by the aromas wafting from the craft 

room. Depending on the project for the day, this may be the 

sweet scents of roses and lavender or that of aromatic leaves. 

The group makes a wide variety of products. 

Cottage Rose Mix is a dry potpourri made to be displayed in 

an open container so while having a pleasing fragrance it is also 

visually attractive. The basic ingredient, of course, is rose petals. 

These are carefully dried then frozen for several weeks to ensure 

there will be no ‘nasties’ able to hatch! Old-fashioned damask 

and centifolia roses are strongly perfumed as are some modern 

hybrid tea roses. Red, pink and sometimes orange or yellow 

roses with good-sized petals are usually chosen. 

Petals which discolour easily are used to make moist mix 

potpourri. They are salted and, although not as attractive as dry 

potpourri, they retain their perfume a good deal longer. There is 

a crock of moist potpourri in the craft room at the Cottage and 

visitors are invited to stir the contents.

English lavender (Lavandula angustifolia) is another basic 

ingredient in both dry and moist potpourri. This lavender contains 

less camphor than French lavender (Lavandula dentata). The 

dried heads of French lavender, along with dried small rose buds 

and pressed violas, are used for decoration.

Fixatives and oils are vital to retain longevity of the mixes and 

to reinforce the natural perfume. We blend spices, citrus peel 

and grated chips of orris root (Iris germanica).

Effective Moth Repellent is made from the pungent leaves of 

wormwood (Artemesia absinthium), southernwood (Artemesia 

abrotanum), tansy (Tanacetum vulgare), sweet bay (Laurus 

nobilis) with the addition of lemon verbena, rosemary, calendula 

petals and dried citrus peel.

Lemon verbena (Aloysia citriodora) has lovely scented leaves 

which are used in many potpourri mixes. Along with rosemary 

we find that the leaves retain their colour better if stripped from 

the stems before being dried. However other fragrant foliage 

and herbs as well as lavender spikes are dried in small bunches 

hung upside down in a dry place.

The use of fragrant flowers and leaves for perfume in the 

home is an ancient craft and the Potpourri Group is committed 

to adapting this to our busy Twenty-first Century lives.

crafts
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Global Gardening
PART 6 – HUMAN LANDSCAPES: THE ART OF GARDEN 

DESIGN

ENGLISH LANDSCAPE AT THE TIME OF AUSTRALIAN 

SETTLEMENT

by Roger Spencer, Senior Horticultural Botanist and 

Rob Cross, Horticultural Botanist, RBGM

In part 5 we discussed how Lancelot ‘capability’ Brown had 

created an english landscape revolution by transforming 

european landscape gardens from geometric displays 

into ‘natural pictures’ using just a few species (not showy 

with colour), and relying on the simplicity of combining 

turf, trees, light and shade. this was the landscape style in 

vogue at the time Britain was preparing to settle Australia. 

As with all fashions, an inevitable re-evaluation followed.

Increasingly English landscapes were changed to Brown’s new 

style and that of his imitators; however, there were complaints 

about the bland uniformity the new style was bringing to the 

countryside. The gentry persisted with the new fashion, but 

there were those who argued that the style was neither natural 

nor picturesque, and flower gardeners, who had been ignored, 

wanted to reclaim their place in gardening.

The keen eye of William Chambers (1723-1796), architect 

of the Kew Gardens Pagoda, had closely observed Chinese 

landscapes, noting their gentle transitions in scale and colour, 

from the foreground to the middle and background. He proposed 

re-establishing a place in English gardens for close views that had 

been lacking in the vistas of the Eighteenth Century French and 

later English landscapes in which the eye was drawn to the middle 

distance and beyond. Elevating the significance of the foreground 

now permitted the return of flowers with their colours and perfumes.

Meanwhile botany, plant hunting and plant collecting had 

captivated a different audience and gardens displaying the 

spoils of the plant hunters increasingly had their place. Plant 

importation surged after Joseph Banks (1743–1820) returned 

from the first of James Cook’s circumnavigations of the globe. 

A personal friend of George III, he became, in 1772, de facto 

director of the royal gardens at Kew. As Kew took over the 

central role of plant introduction from the Chelsea Physic 

Garden, the number of species increased rapidly, expanding 

to 5,500 in 1789 and to more than 11,000 by 1813. Britain’s 

spreading empire gave access to economic and ornamental 

plants from a great diversity of habitats, and gardeners with 

technical knowledge of plant cultivation were favoured over 

those with greater design sense. Technological developments 

Thomas Hope’s villa Deepdene in Surrey showing the conservatory, terraced garden and lawn bed.  Engraving from Loudon, J.C.  (1846)  Cottage, farm, and villa architecture and furniture; 

with analytical and critical remarks on the designs. Frederick Warne and Co., London. Archives, Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne.

garden
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now allowed a wide range of tender plants to be grown in 

protected, heated environments.

The distinction between a pleasure garden and a botanical 

collection was beginning to blur. Humphrey Repton (1752-1818) 

provided ways of incorporating more plant variety into the 

pleasure garden without compromising its design and even 

incorporated specialist ornamental feature gardens within larger 

gardens, like the thornery at Woburn Abbey. He also reintroduced 

some geometrical elements that provided a transition between 

the architectural house and the natural garden beyond, and 

recognised that gardens can provide seclusion, not just endless 

views beyond the garden’s boundaries. Repton was an eclectic 

who wanted a bit of everything in his gardens.

Tender and highly ornamental new species were prepared 

in glasshouses for planting out in beds during spring. These 

‘bedding’ plants as they were known, introduced new and 

vibrant colours contrasting with the formerly preferred subdued 

colours, and they were often displayed in beds with disparate 

shapes, like stars or crescents, dotted across the lawns.

Eclecticism influenced the character of gardens through 

much of the Nineteenth Century. People borrowed from 

earlier landscape design traditions as diverse as the Dutch 

and Chinese. Gardens began to lose their unity of design, a 

quality that had been embraced in both the English and French 

landscape styles.

From the Eighteenth to the Nineteenth Century we see 

the elevation of the role of gardeners who gradually replaced 

architects, poets, and philosophers as creators of gardens.  

The literature of the time reflected this. Books published 

about garden aesthetics dwindled in number, while those on 

gardening flourished, especially publications describing and 

illustrating new plants and how to cultivate them – as did 

The Gardeners’ Chronicle, Curtis’s Botanical Magazine and 

Edwards’s Botanical Register. Gardens came to be seen less as 

a product of taste, and more as an exercise in cultivation.

By 1840 the gardenesque school, so named and promoted 

by John Loudon (1783-1843), had established itself as the main 

influence on Nineteenth Century gardens that would be felt in 

Australia. Some argued that it lacked style. Loudon wrote that it 

‘… adds to the acknowledged charms of the Repton School, all 

those which the sciences and botany in their present advanced 

state, are capable of producing….’ He believed art should 

be recognised as art and not as nature, and gardens should 

be recognised as gardens by including only foreign plants or 

improved native ones. Loudon wrote for the expanding, self-

confident middle class rather than the previously dominant 

aristocratic one, a major change in British society.

The middle class had dreams of living on large country 

estates even though their reality was more likely to be that 

of a house on a small quarter acre, perhaps an acre, in the 

suburbs of the growing cities. Here views of other small blocks 

beyond that their garden rather than idyllic rural scenes would 

be a reminder their aspirations had not been met, and the 

importance of seclusion and of sanctuary in gardens regained 

prominence. Boundaries were densely planted to exclude the 

neighbours beyond, providing a backdrop for a flower-bordered 

lawn and a haven for the householders.

Settlers looking to improve their prospects in Australia brought 

with them values derived from a long European intellectual 

tradition and a newly industrialised society as they struggled 

to establish new lives and homes in the young colonies. These 

values, beliefs and traditions were in stark contrast to those of 

the indigenous people who had occupied the continent for about 

55,000 years. This will be the topic of our next article.

Reference: Clifford, D. (1966)  A History of Garden Design. 

Faber and Faber Limited, London.

Humphry Repton.  Engraving from Loudon, J.C.  (1840)  The landscape gardening and 

landscape architecture of the late Humphry Repton Esq. being his entire works on these 

subjects.  Longman and Co., London.  Archives, Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne.

evolution
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from the president

Behind the scenes at the RBGM
by Robert Wright, FRBGM council Member

the Royal Botanic Gardens (RBG) Melbourne is a big site 

with complex systems. After the recent malicious damage 

to structures in the Gardens we thought it was appropriate 

to consult chris cole, the Director of the Melbourne site, 

and Acting Manager of Infrastructure, about managing the 

structures and systems in the Gardens.

HOW bIG IS THE SITE AND WHAT DOES IT ExTEND TO?

Its area is 38 hectares including the Observatory precinct. RBG 

is not responsible for the Tan, which City of Melbourne (CoM)

maintains, and we lease Domain House from CoM.

SO WHAT DOES THE INFRASTRUCTURE bRANCH COvER?

Building maintenance – many of which have high Heritage value 

– all services, including gas, electricity, potable water, drainage, 

storm water, signage, fencing, paths, machinery, cleaning and 

hygiene, insurance, security, waste management, plant and 

equipment maintenance, lifts and fire services.

We have some quite sophisticated computer systems for 

measuring water needs and for efficient delivery of water to plants. 

WHAT IS yOUR ANNUAL MAINTENANCE bUDGET?

$1.395 million plus salaries. We have six full-time staff in the branch 

and use external contractors to provide expertise in specific areas.

WHAT CHANGES HAvE OCCURRED AFTER THE RECENT DAMAGE?

Security has been reviewed by a professional security company 

and we have implemented many of the recommendations made. 

We have also increased our regular security patrols to provide 

extra coverage.

WHAT HAS bEEN DONE TO MAkE THE MELbOURNE GARDENS 

SELF-SUFFICIENT?

First: energy use. Photovoltaic cells on the roofs of the Herbarium, 

the Visitor Centre and the Works Yard buildings generate 65 per 

cent of the electricity used by the Working Wetlands system.

Secondly: water. Storm water captured from surrounding 

streets has reduced our use of potable water from the mains 

by 40 per cent. The water is diverted and captured in the lakes 

system, pumped to the treatment centre, where it is filtered, 

UV treated and pH balanced, and then circulated through the 

Irrigation system to water the Gardens. 

Our ultimate aim in the Sustainable Water Management 

Strategy is to use almost 100 per cent of non-potable water for 

irrigating the Melbourne Gardens. A working group, including the 

RBG, CoM, South-East Water and Melbourne Water are planning 

to bring water sourced from Dight’s Falls, which marks the end 

of the tidal part of the Yarra River, to use for parks and gardens 

irrigation. It has been done before, albeit on a much smaller 

scale, when Guilfoyle’s Volcano was fed by water from just below 

Dight’s Falls. The pumping station was only demolished in 1964 

(just before the 1967 drought!), as the cost of replacing the 

pipeline was considered too high. 

WHAT AbOUT GREEN WASTE?

We stockpile green waste in the Green Waste yard in the centre of 

the Gardens. Two to three times a year a tub grinder is brought in 

to process the waste, which the Horticulture section then applies 

to the garden beds. Up to 2000 cubic metres of green organics is 

Top: The Gardens everybody knows and loves.        Photo: John Johnston
Below: Serious water treatment works.                     Photo: Peter Symes

Photovoltaic cells on the Visitor Centre roof.     Photo:  Grant Cameron

managing
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from the gardens

processed during the year, which in turn can generate 4-500 cubic 

metres of mulch.

WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF yOU HAD A MAjOR DOWNPOUR AND 

THE LAkES COULDN’T CONTAIN ALL THE WATER?

As part of the Working Wetlands project we constructed an 

overflow outlet from the Ornamental Lake into the Yarra River.

HOW FAR AHEAD DO yOU PLAN?

Up to ten years for major infrastructure items.

DOES yOUR ANNUAL GOvERNMENT FUNDING COvER NEW 

PROjECTS?

Any capital items in excess of $100,000 usually require other 

funding sources. We have been successful in applying for State 

and Federal grants and also receiving funding from philanthropic 

trusts, individuals and businesses. The Ian Potter Foundation 

funding of the refurbishment of the Children’s Garden is a recent 

example. So too is the funding of $100,000 per annum for three 

years which the Friends have committed, to assist with the 

construction of the new steel boardwalk in the Fern Gully. 

We also receive income from events and functions in the Gardens, 

leasing of facilities such as catering outlets, and merchandise sales.

DOES THE CITy OF MELbOURNE PLANNING SCHEME APPLy TO 

THE  RbG?

Yes, the Gardens are included in the Public Park and Recreation 

Zone with a Heritage overlay. Generally a planning permit is 

required for any demolition or modification of existing buildings 

with conservation classifications and for the construction of new 

buildings or works. 

WHAT ARE yOUR CURRENT PRIORITIES FOR NEW PROjECTS?

First, to obtain funding for the next stage of the Sustainable Water 

Management project, so we can be 100 per cent independent of 

mains water for irrigating the Gardens and keeping the lakes healthy. 

We also want to proceed with the second and third stages of 

the Fern Gully project, which includes health and wellbeing gardens 

within the Gully, and the restoration of the Fern Gully Rest House.

Whilst funding a pipeline might not appeal to many people, 

there are already examples in the Gardens of individuals 

or families funding the restoration of structures and garden 

features. What could be more appropriate to fund than a rest 

house or wellbeing garden within the Fern Gully?

Above: Works yard buildings with heritage overlay.             Photo: Meg Miller  
Below: The lovely, cool and green Fern Gully.    Photo: Jennifer Marshall

Above: Green waste reclamation.           Photo: Peter Symes
Below: The Ian Potter Foundation Children’s Garden turned ten this year. Photo: Jorge de Araugo

infrastructure
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from the president

Inspiration at Kings Park WA.
by David tyler and Ahmed Ashraf, Horticultural technicians 

at RBG cranbourne

our trip to Kings Park was a brilliant success and has led 

to personal and organisational improvements in our work. 

Initially we went to Kings Park with the goal of collating a 

list of reliable plants for the Australian Garden and to learn 

about irrigation automation in the landscape. the trip far 

exceeded our expectations and we have come back with 

information on a wide range of horticultural practices and 

plants and a wealth of irrigation advice. 

The team at Kings Park – Mike Baldwin, Lesley Hammersley, Dave Tyler, Grady Brand and 
Amanda Shade.           Photo supplied by David Tyler

the trip 

The Kings Park team guided us through the gardens and 

gave us in-depth information on the plants, the landscape, 

horticultural practices and management of the landscape.

Stand of Eucalyptus caesia.             Photo: David Tyler

Visiting out of wildflower season meant the plants that stood 

out were those that hold the landscape together. This suited our 

goal of compiling a list of reliable plants. Some of the highlights 

were Eucalyptus caesia, Eucalyptus kingsmillii, Eucalyptus 

megacornuta, groundcovers such as Goodenia varia, Hibbertia 

grossulariifolia and the range of plants highlighted by Pandanus 

aquaticus and Adansonia gregorii.

It was an inspiration to see such a successful native plant 

landscape and it has informed us on plant selection for our 

gardens in Cranbourne.  

 

 

Eucalyptus megacornuta.         Photo: Ahmed Ashraf 

the nursery and seed collection 

The nursery and seed collection in Perth is world class and 

something to aspire to. We feel grateful to have spent time with 

the crew, have them as contacts and to have learnt so much 

about the propagation and establishment of native plants.

 

          Photo: Ahmed Ashraf

Irrigation.

The time we spent with the irrigation crew in Kings Park focused 

on automation of the system through the use of onsite weather 

data. Their system is primarily focused on turf. Horticultural 

scholarship
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areas are all irrigated using drip systems and have a more 

flexible approach. The systems use moisture sensor data in the 

root zone, onsite weather data and the areas already automated 

to dictate irrigation strategy across the whole landscape. 

We plan to improve automation slowly at Cranbourne in the 

hope it will create a more efficient and easier system. Kings 

Park advised that we should always allow a certain amount of 

flexibility in our approach. This is advice we plan to take on.

 

Automated Irrigation System at Kings Park           Photo: David Tyler

Field trips

Trips to Jarrah Forest and Lesueur National Park were the 

highlights of a whirlwind road trip. Seeing plants in their natural 

habitats informs us on how we should treat them here in 

Melbourne. Some interesting plants we saw included Santalum 

acuminatum, Daviesia epiphyllum, Nuytsia floribunda and 

Anthocercis littorea. New plants of note included Hakea trifurcata 

and Conospermum crassinervium. These trips also provided 

inspiration for development of parts of the RBG. The Jarrah 

Forest has certainly given food for thought as we rework the 

Forest Garden at Cranbourne.

Jarrah Forest           Photo: Ahmed Ashraf

Lesueur National Park.             Photo: David Tyler

Influence on the Gardens

How has the trip influenced the Gardens? We have collated 

a plant list of tried and tested Western Australian plants. This 

includes recommendations, plants we saw in Kings Park, and 

plants we saw in the field. This is now in circulation and will help 

us make plant choices and enable us to increase the diversity of 

our collection. In some instances these plants are already in the 

Cranbourne Garden or on propagation lists. That Kings Park has 

achieved good results gives us confidence in our choices and 

how we can expect plants to react. The Kings Park experience can 

also offer advice for those plants we are finding difficult to grow.

Another exciting outcome from the trip to Perth is the start of 

an Australian Native annual bedding plant program inspired by 

Kings Park. Although still in the trial stages it will likely become a 

core horticultural program at Cranbourne. 

We are incredibly grateful for the opportunity to go to Perth. It 

is an experience we would never have had without help from the 

Friends of RBG Melbourne scholarship. 

Acacia dunnii, difficult to grow in the Eastern states.          Photo: Ahmed Ashraf

 report
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January

6 Beginners’ Workshop – Dianne Emery

10 Beginners’ Workshop – Mali Moir

12 Tendrils Workshop – Helen Burrows

18 PCC Sunday Open Day – 10 am to 3 pm

19 Scientific Art Workshop – Kate Nolan

21 Wet and Dry Workshop – Dianne Emery

30 Term 1 Classes commence

February

6 Summer Talking Plants – Vertical Gardens

11 Illustrated Talk – Ian Shears

12 Fit Friends’ Ramble – Glen Iris 

15 PCC Sunday Open Day – 10 am to 3 pm

19 Insiders’ Walk – Bird Spotting

25 Illustrated Talk – Geoff Lay

28 PCC Natural Dye Workshop – Eucalypt Dyes, Day 1

 
March
 

1 PCC Natural Dye Workshop – Eucalypt Dyes, Day 2

11 Illustrated Talk – Native Bees
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cancelled and the Nursery will not be open for sales if the temperature is predicted 
to be 33ºC or above.
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