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from the pre sident

we are looking for a Catering 

Co-ordinator to take on this 

new role. Sadly we have had to 

dissolve our Catering Group, 

which has produced wonderful 

food at our events and I wish 

to thank Pauline Morrison, 

Convener for years, and all the 

caterers for their loyal service 

and delicious offerings over 

nearly 30 years. 

Susan Chandler is leading a 

working group putting together 

new catering arrangements for 

the Friends. 

Once again, the hard-working 

Growing Friends held a successful 

plant sale in late September, raising 

$25,000. In addition, the raffle 

raised $700 and several new 

members were enrolled. The 

weather was kind and the plants 

looked beautiful with the rare 

specimens snapped up in the first 

few minutes. Left-over stock was 

sold at the opening of my garden 

for Open Gardens Australia, 

along with cards and calendars. 

I thank the Friends’ volunteers 

who helped on that weekend as 

it was a chilly job manning the 

entrance and sales tables. 

 In October our Botanical 

Illustrators Group held a very 

successful and beautiful exhibition 

Committee. John Goodwin, a 

Council member for four years, 

did not seek re-election for 

another term, and we thank 

him for his dedicated service, 

and are very pleased that he 

will continue on in his role as 

Volunteers Co-ordinator.

At the AGM I was pleased 

and proud to be able to 

announce this year’s winners 

of the Friends’ Scholarships, 

financed by the Friends’ 

Trust Fund. Each year one 

or more members of the 

RBG staff receive support for 

their projects, and over the 

years these have ranged from 

attending conferences, learning 

Latin to help with plant names, 

undertaking irrigation courses, 

study trips and other equally 

interesting ventures. This year’s 

winners are Alison Vaughan, 

Greg Li Rosi, Terry Smyth and 

Tim Wall and I congratulate them 

and wish them every success with 

their chosen projects, details of 

which are covered on page 4 of 

this issue and on the Support page 

of the Friends’ website.

I was also delighted to 

announce our Volunteer Service 

Awards, given to volunteers for 

continuous service to the Friends. 

This year for 10 years’ service 

we honour Susie Brookes (Vice- 

President), Gabrielle Endacott 

(Caterer), Christine Harris 

(Events and Travel), Rosemary 

Kiellerup (Caterer) and Lorraine 

Mack (Caterer); and for 15 

years we give thanks to Janet 

Thomson, (Immediate Past 

President and Trustee), and 

Catherine Watson (Growing 

Friends). Congratulations and 

thank you!

Following changes to the 

Food Act that restrict our 

ability to home-cater for events, 

What a busy year this first year 

of my presidency has been. 

We have held two plant sales, 

two botanic art exhibitions, 

worked in two RBG Lodge 

gardens, produced four issues 

of Botanic News, sent monthly 

e-News and hosted numerous 

events. None of this could 

happen without the hard work 

of dedicated volunteers, all 

working for their love of the 

Melbourne Gardens. 

There is one volunteer who, 

after over ten years of loyal 

service, retired at the Annual 

General Meeting. He was our 

Secretary, Richard Smith, who 

came to us after a career at 

Australia Post. We thank him 

for guiding the Friends  with 

such wisdom and good humour 

over the last decade. Richard 

has worked extremely hard for 

the Friends, making sure our 

administration runs smoothly 

and professionally.   

We welcome his replacement, 

elected unopposed at the AGM, 

Adnan Mansour, who comes 

well-qualified to step into 

Richard’s shoes. Adnan has 

had a long business career with 

Colonial and latterly with the 

Royal Agricultural Society. I look 

forward to working with him. 

 One of our Vice-Presidents 

and Chair of the Operations 

Committee, Richard Kirsner, 

also retired at the AGM, but 

continues on Council as an 

ordinary member. Richard also 

provides IT advice and help 

for the Friends. Susie Brookes 

now becomes the Senior-Vice 

President and Chair of our 

Operations Committee, and 

we welcome Council member 

Susan Chandler into the role of  

second Vice-President. Susan 

is on the Editorial Advisory 

of eucalypts and natural history, 

which showcased the talent of all 

the Friends’ artists who wished to 

exhibit. Some very excited artists 

had their work purchased by 

the RBG for the State Botanical 

Collection,with funds provided by  

the Director’s Circle.  

 I look forward to seeing 

and chatting with many of 

you at our Friends’ Christmas 

Cocktail Party at Gardens 

House on 7 December.

 To all the members of the 

Friends I wish you all the best 

for the Festive Season, safe 

holidays and a happy new year.

Cathy Trinca

Friends’ Membership Prize
Congratulations to individual 

member Jan Hindhaugh, of 

South Yarra, who has won 

the Friends’ Membership Prize 

offered for the third quarter 

of 2011. Jan, a Friend for 7 

years, has won a year’s free 

membership. 

At the end of each quarter in 

2011, all who have paid their 

membership fee by the due date 

are eligible to win this prize. 

The next draw will be held at 

the end of December. 
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number of unrecognised Type 

specimens in our foreign holdings, 

along with other significant 

foreign material held in the 

Collection (these foreign 

specimens were obtained by 

Ferdinand Mueller while he 

was Government Botanist).

In time for our visitors 

we had completed a project 

to curate and database all 

the foreign specimens of 

Fabaceae (legumes) in the 

Collection. Funded by the 

CASS Foundation, the project 

examined about 11,000 sheets, 

added 9,030 new records to our 

database and edited 560 sheets. 

Importantly, 320 sheets were 

identified as Type specimens, 

the majority being from Africa. 

The predominance of African 

types reflects the presence in 

the nineteenth-century Sonder 

Herbarium (purchased by 

Mueller) of specimens collected 

by botanical explorers Ecklon 

and Zeyher in South Africa, 

Welwitsch in Angola, and 

Schimper in Ethiopia. 

International Botanical 

Congress
Over two thousand delegates 

came to Melbourne in July for 

the eighteenth International 

Botanical Congress (IBC). Held 

every six years, it is the major 

conference for the world’s plant 

scientists, and it was only the 

second time IBC has come to 

Australia. 

Changes to the International 

Code of Botanical Nomenclature 

were the focus during the first 

week of the meeting. The Code 

is the technical document that 

governs how the world’s plants 

are named. Of particular interest 

to Australian botanists was the 

vote ratifying the decision made 

at the last Congress in Vienna 

to keep Acacia as the scientific 

name for Australian wattles. 

African and other species will 

now change to either Vachellia 

or Senegalia. The debate 

about retaining Acacia for the 

Australian plants has been 

heated and continuous during 

the six years 

since the Vienna 

meeting, but the 

issue should now 

be finally resolved.  

The IBC 

scientific sessions 

were diverse, 

with over 1,500 

presentations 

and nearly 1,000 

poster papers. 

The RBG was 

well represented: 

staff organised 

one symposium 

on Acacia, and 

10 papers and 

seven posters 

were presented 

in symposia 

covering the range 

of plant sciences 

undertaken 

at the RBG – 

phylogenetics, 

DNA-barcoding, 

plant extinctions, 

biogeography, 

electronic 

identification 

keys, fossils, 

foreign collections, 

conservation 

genetics, and 

taxonomy.

The wonderful 

botanical art 

exhibition The 

Eternal Order in 

Nature curated by 

Amanda Ahmed, 

Mali Moir and 

the Friends was a highlight of 

the ‘fringe’ events for the IBC. 

Held at Domain House and 

opened by Prof. David Mabberley, 

until recently Keeper of the 

Herbarium at RBG Kew and now 

the new Executive Director of 

the Botanic Gardens Trust in 

Sydney, the exhibition included 

historical artworks from the State 

Botanical Collection, Mueller 

memorabilia, and works by 

invited contemporary artists. Two 

of the paintings were purchased 

for the State Botanical Collection. 

(And of course the Friends have 

recently had another very successful 

exhibition – Eucalypts of the Royal 

Botanic Gardens and Nature’s 

Small Wonders – from which 

four paintings were purchased 

with funds from the Director’s 

Circle group of annual donors.)

The National Herbarium 

hosted over 100 conference 

visitors, confirming the inter-

national importance of the 

State Botanical Collection. The 

overseas botanists identified a 

Front cover photo by Jennifer Marshall.

The image on the front cover of the 

Spring edition was wrongly named. 

The painting was of Eucalyptus 

conferruminata, the Bald Island 

Marlock.

At Right: Amyema pendulum –

Mistletoe.

Painting by Nicola Oram.

Below: Grevillea robusta – Grey 

spider-flower

Painting by Julie Nettleton.

Both paintings were exhibited at the 

EON Exhibition, and bought for the 

State Botanical Collection.
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Comments from Congress 

visitors confirmed the out-

standing nature of the Melbourne 

Gardens and excitement about 

the new Australian Garden. 

The efforts of RBG staff prior 

to the Congress to ensure plant 

labels were taxonomically up-to-

date were reflected in positive 

feedback about the quality of the 

labelling and the ease of finding 

plant locations through the 

RBG’s on-line plant census. The 

improved labelling was greatly 

assisted by the Friends’ grant 

last year which enabled many 

hundreds more labels to be made. 

Myrtle Rust
A serious new fungal plant 

pathogen called Myrtle Rust has 

become established in Australia. 

The disease affects a wide range of 

species in the Family Myrtaceae, 

one of the dominant plant groups 

across the country. Since first 

being detected in April 2010, 

Myrtle Rust has been identified 

from south-eastern Queensland 

to the south coast of New South 

Wales, with regions east of the 

Great Divide most at risk. It is 

expected to spread into Victoria.

Senior horticultural staff from 

Melbourne and Cranbourne have 

formed a Myrtle Rust Working 

Group responsible for the 

RBG’s contingency and response 

planning. They have prepared 

a Myrtle Rust Protocol which 

applies to both sites and all 

staff, contractors, Friends and 

other support groups, volunteers 

and students. The document 

sets out procedures for both 

Gardens covering the accession and 

movement of myrtaceous plants and 

landscape materials (movement is 

highly restricted and importations 

from QLD, NSW and ACT are 

banned), monitoring of RBG 

plant collections and sentinel 

plants, and our response to the 

disease being found in Victoria. 

Basically, no myrtaceous 

plants (including cut flowers, 

propagation stock and artwork 

subjects) should be brought 

into the Gardens. Under no

circumstances should plants 

suspected of showing disease 

symptoms be brought to the RBG 

for examination. Information 

about Myrtle Rust is available 

on the Department of Primary 

Industry’s website at www.new.

dpi.vic.gov.au/forestry/pests-

diseases-weeds/diseases/myrtle-rust.

Free Entry to the 

Australian Garden
The Victorian Government has 

supported the removal of entry 

fees to the Australian Garden 

at RBG Cranbourne. Free entry 

commenced on 1 July and has 

been enthusiastically embraced 

by visitors. Visitation has risen 

2012 Friends’ Scholarship Winners

dramatically, especially at week- 

ends when numbers are now 

regularly around 1,500 visitors 

for the two days. This number 

is roughly treble the weekend 

total of twelve months ago. We 

have received supplementation 

for the lost fee income, so 

the change has not affected 

Cranbourne’s financial position.

To mark entry being free, 

the Hon. Ryan Smith, Minister 

for Environment and Climate 

Change, visited the Australian 

Garden on 8 October. He 

viewed the impressive works 

under way for Stage 2 of the 

Garden and planted a tree in 

the River Walk area. 

The contractors recently 

handed over a large section of 

Stage 2 for us to commence 

planting. This area includes 

extensive display gardens, plant-

ings on the crest of Howson Hill, 

and initial plantings of climbing 

plants in the Arbour Garden. 

Philip Moors,

Director and Chief Executive

Tim Wall, Melbourne Gardens.

Project: To study the cultivation and 

native vegetation of Californian flora 

and develop international relationships 

between botanic gardens.

Greg Li Rosi, Melbourne Gardens.

Project: Irrigation Technician course 

and introduction to landscape 

irrigation pumps.

Terry Smyth, Melbourne Gardens.

Project: Sydney study tour of Asian 

taxa that are threatened by our 

changing climate.

Alison Vaughan, Plant Sciences and 

Biodiversity Division.

Project: Java SE7 Fundamentals 

course.

Visitation has risen dramatically, 

especially at weekends....
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My Scholarship 

Adventures
My name is Ollie Sherlock and 

I work at the Royal Botanic 

Gardens Cranbourne (RBGC) 

as a Land Management 

Technician. A large part 

of my role at the RBGC is 

implementing the pest animal 

control programs which are 

crucial to the survival of the 

Southern Brown Bandicoot 

(SBB) and other threatened 

fauna we are fortunate to have 

at the Gardens. In 2010 I was 

awarded a scholarship through 

the Friends of the Royal 

Botanic Gardens, Melbourne 

Scholarship program. The 

purpose of my scholarship was 

to visit a number of leading 

threatened species conservation 

projects around Australia to 

learn about their programs 

and share the experiences we 

have had at the RBGC. My 

ultimate goal was to gain better 

knowledge in order to improve 

our programs and maintain our 

reputation in the industry as a 

leader in SBB conservation.

The first field trip I made 

was in late February 2011 to 

a project called Arid Recovery 

(AR) in Roxby Downs, South 

Australia. AR is a conservation 

partnership between BHP 

Billiton, Friends of Arid 

Recovery, the University of 

Adelaide and the Department 

of Conservation and Environ-

ment South Australia. At AR 

the staff  have attempted to 

recreate a functioning aridland 

ecosystem by removing feral 

animals (foxes, cats and 

rabbits) and reintroducing a 

number of fauna species long 

extinct from the area including: 

bilbies, Burrowing Bettongs, 

Stick-nest Rats, Western Barred 

Bandicoots, Woma Pythons 

and numbats. All this wouldn’t 

have been possible without the 

construction of a feral-proof 

fence which surrounds the 

property. Whilst at AR I worked 

with the staff for a week and 

was involved in activities 

including: fence maintenance, 

feral animal control (focused on 

removing three rabbits which 

had entered the reserve when 

recent floods compromised the 

‘fence’), track print monitoring 

and spotlight surveys. 

The second trip I made was 

to Scotia Sanctuary, New South 

Wales. Scotia Sanctuary is in 

the Murray Darling bioregion, 

located approximately 250km 

north of Mildura on the South 

Australian border. Scotia was

originally purchased and 

established by Dr John Wamsley 

and his company Earth Sanctuaries 

Pty Ltd. Dr Wamsley constructed 

a feral-proof fence around 

the property and successfully 

eradicated foxes, cats, rabbits 

and goats from the reserve, then 

set about reintroducing a 

number of threatened fauna. 

Unfortunately in 1993 Earth 

Sanctuaries faced financial 

difficulties and the reserve was 

purchased by Australian Wildlife 

Conservancy – a private not-for-

profit conservation organisation. 

Whilst at Scotia I lived onsite 

at the sanctuary for a week 

and was involved in a range 

of activities including fence 

checks and maintenance, 

malleefowl monitoring, daily 

supplementary feeding of the 

Bridled Nail-tailed Wallabies 

Southern Brown Bandicoot at the Stringybark picnic area, RBG Cranbourne.

Ollie in the arid landscape at Roxby Downs.
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A Smooth Knob-tailed Gecko, Nephurus levis ssp occidentalis, caught in 

the pitfall traps, Peron Peninsula, Shark Bay.
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meant that whilst bilbies and 

malleefowl have done quite 

well, other species such as 

Banded Hare Wallabies and 

Brush-tailed Bettongs haven’t 

survived. Hopefully as control 

techniques improve, removing 

cats from the Peron Peninsula 

will become a possibility in 

the future. This was an eye-

opener for me and highlighted 

issues we are going to face at 

RBGC over the next few years 

as we are surrounded by urban 

development and domestic cats. 

Project Eden is also working on 

a number of offshore islands 

in the Shark Bay area doing 

similar work.

Whilst at Project Eden, 

I helped the staff with their 

annual pitfall trapping, 

surveying for small reptiles and 

mammals. Pitfall trapping lines 

were set up on the Monday 

and we went out early each 

morning checking the traps, 

and processing the animals we 

caught, recording their species, 

sex, weight and a number of 

other measurements. I was 

also fortunate to 

spend some time in 

the Peron captive 

breeding centre, 

which is a breeding 

facility for a 

number of critically 

endangered 

arid land fauna 

including Banded 

Hare Wallabies, 

Rufous Hare 

Wallabies and 

Bilbies which 

are used for 

reintroduction 

programs in a 

number of places in 

Western Australia 

and National 

Recovery programs.

I feel very fortunate to have 

had the opportunity to visit these 

amazing places and learn from 

the different organisations. The 

Friends’ scholarship program is 

a worth- while initiative which 

has allowed many staff to 

have professional development 

opportunities which wouldn’t 

have been achievable through 

the Royal Botanic Gardens’ 

normal operating budget. I 

would like to thank the Friends 

and fauna surveys.

My final trip was in early 

September 2011 when I visited 

‘Project Eden’ in Shark Bay, 

Western Australia. Established 

in 1991, Project Eden is a 

conservation project run by the 

Department of Environment 

and Conservation, Western 

Australia. This fascinating 

project aimed to establish a 

functioning arid environment 

in Shark Bay by removing feral 

animals, fencing off the Peron 

Peninsula, and reintroducing a 

number of native animal species 

long extinct from the area. 

Several of these species only 

survived on offshore islands 

where they were able to exist 

in the absence of fox and cat 

predation. Whilst the project 

has been quite successful 

in removing foxes from the 

Peron Peninsula, the removal 

of feral cats and rabbits 

remains an ongoing challenge. 

The presence of cats has 

compromised the survival of 

several species experimentally 

released on the peninsula and 

s cholarship report

of The Royal Botanic Gardens 

Melbourne for giving me the 

opportunity to carry out this 

project, which has been a 

great experience for me both 

professionally and personally.

Ollie Sherlock

RBG Cranbourne

Above: Swamp Wallaby in the RBG 

Cranbourne depot.

Below left; Ollie feeding a Bridled 

Nail-tailed Wallaby.

Below right: Tiger snake getting some 

morning sun in the Grassy Woodland 

at the Cranbourne Gardens.
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I feel very fortunate to have had the 

opportunity to visit these amazing places
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The Spring Sale started with a 

bang as the queue of customers 

waiting for the opening at 

10 am on Saturday stretched 

almost to Gate E, and the rush 

continued until 11 am. Many 

of those early customers came 

fully prepared with a ‘wish-list’ 

they had downloaded from the 

on-line Sale Catalogue. Posting 

the catalogue on the Friends’ 

website before the Sale received 

such an enthusiastic response 

that we have decided to put it 

on the website about a week 

prior to each future sale.

The auspicious start to 

the Sale set the tone for the 

remainder of the weekend with 

visitors to the Gardens Spring 

Open Day on Sunday swelling 

the numbers further. It is no 

surprise therefore that the 

Sale was the most successful, 

in terms of money raised, for 

many years. The raffle again 

made a significant contribution 

to the total funds which will be 

passed to the Gardens for use 

on specific projects. The lucky 

winners of the raffle were:

1st Prize     Maggie Dare 

Gift voucher (donated by the 

Gardens Shop and Growing 

Friends)

2nd Prize    Amanda Hindson 

Pot plant, Clivea miniata

(donated by Growing Friends)

3rd Prize     Dennis Greenwald 

Gardening Tools (donated by 

Fiskars).

Nursery Open Fridays
The Growing Friends welcome 

Members to the Nursery on the 

days highlighted in the blue box 

above (except December 16 

when the Nursery will close at 

11.30 am) to purchase plants 

or just browse.

Michael Hare, Convener

Nur

Nursery Open Days

in Summer
Friday 2, 9, 16 December,

13, 20, 27 January              

 and 10, 17, 24 February 

between 9 am and 1 pm

The rush of customers just after the gate opened at 10 am.

Above: The resulting queue of satisfied customers at the exit tent.

Below: Horticultural information is available at the sales.

Photos: Dr Richard Kirsner
Signing up with Anne Day for the raffle prize.

growing friends
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Christmas Cocktail Party
at gardenS houSe

Wednesday 7 December from 6 to 
8 pm.

COST:  $48.00

NUMBERS LIMITED

Please phone the office on 96506398 
for bookings.

Start the Christmas season 

with the Friends at historic 

Gardens House, home of 

the former Directors of the 

RBG. We are delighted to be 

able to offer our members 

and their families and friends 

the opportunity of visiting 

this lovely house, specially 

decorated for Christmas, and 

enjoying convivial company in 

the tranquil private garden on 

an early summer’s evening.

This is an occasion when 

Members old and new, and 

the FRBG Melbourne Council 

and Committee Members come 

together to celebrate the end 

of another busy and successful 

year supporting the Gardens.

Do join us.

Summer Guided Visit
to the groWIng

FrIendS’ nurSerY

Friday 9 December at 10.30 am

Meet at Gate Lodge (opposite Shrine)

COST:   $5    MEMBERS ONLY

RSVP by Wednesday 7 December

on enclosed booking form or download 
one from the Events page on our 
website: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

Bookings are essential as numbers

will be limited.

This is a good opportunity 

to purchase a last-minute 

Christmas gift or fill in those 

little gaps in your garden in 

time for Christmas.

Whether you want a plant 

as a gift or beautiful living 

decorations, this visit to the 

Friends’ Nursery will inspire 

you. There will be helpful 

members of the Growing 

Friends on hand to ensure you 

take away the best choice.

We will gather at Gate 

Lodge for morning tea before 

being guided down to the 

nursery.

Our Growing Friends’ 

Nursery visit is particularly 

suitable for new members 

and others who are not 

familiar with its whereabouts 

and workings. Being able to 

purchase plants here is an 

exclusive benefit of Friends’ 

membership. If you plan to 

buy plants, please think about 

bringing strong carry-bags or 

your market trolley to carry 

your purchases home.

Summer Insiders’ Walk 
SeParatIon tree and 

LoWer WetLandS

Monday 12 December at 2 pm

Meet at Gate Lodge 

COST:  $15    MEMBERS ONLY

RSVP by Thursday 8 December

on enclosed booking form or download 
one from the Events page on our 
website: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

Refreshments will be served at 

Gate Lodge at 2 pm followed by 

a walk to the Separation Tree 

for an update on its endurance 

after a senseless ring-barking 

attack during 2010. The tree 

received immediate attention 

and has had constant care after 

that incident.

Guides will inform us about 

the programme of care, the 

hopeful success of new methods 

for its restoration, its potential 

for survival and future plans. 

It was under this historic 

tree that the citizens of 

Melbourne gathered to 

celebrate the separation of 

Victoria from New South Wales 

in 185l.

Other splendid eucalypts 

will be observed, and we will 

be shown the lower wetlands 

development on the Ornamental 

Lake. This development is part 

of the larger project including 

Guilfoyle’s Volcano and the 

Nymphea Lake, which will 

enable a sure supply of water for 

the irrigation of our Gardens.   

Please wear suitable walking 

shoes and a hat.
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In Search of Namibia’s 

Bizarre Welwitschia
ILLuStrated taLk BY 

StePhen rYan

Thursday 9 February at 6 for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

COST:  $15    $25 Non-members

RSVP by Monday 6 February on

enclosed booking form or download

one from the Events page on our

website www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

Wine and savouries will be served

before the talk.

In July last year the intrepid 

Stephen Ryan satisfied one of 

his life’s ambitions when he 

travelled to Namibia in search 

of Welwitschia mirabilis.

This bizarre plant may live 

for more than 2000 years in the 

wild and is one of the world’s 

most peculiar. It is considered 

a living fossil. The relic is  

native to a couple of spots in 

the deserts of Namibia and 

Southern Angola. 

Although Welwitschia is 

found on the Namibian coat 

of arms, it is better protected 

in neighbouring Angola where 

the presence of land mines 

keeps collectors at bay. It is 

not just this strange plant that 

makes Namibia memorable 

but also the wild animals, from 

aardvark to truly wild elephant, 

as well as living stones known 

as lithops that made for an 

exciting trip.

Falling in Love with the 

Trees of Delhi
ILLuStrated taLk BY

dr SandY WeBB

Tuesday 21 February at 10 for 10.30 am

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

COST:  $15   $25 Non-members

RSVP by Thursday 16 February

on enclosed booking form or download 
one from the Events page on our 
website: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

Morning tea will be served before

the talk.

Dr Sandy Webb studied 

zoology and identifies as a 

‘water person’, spending as 

much time as possible around 

or under the sea. So it was 

with some reluctance that on 

retirement she followed her 

husband on his diplomatic 

posting to Delhi in 2005.

There they lived for three 

years in the middle of a 

country of a billion people and 

in one of the most polluted 

cities in the world. But it did 

not take her long to become 

intrigued by the trees of Delhi, 

to discover a wonderful guide 

book and a whole new field of 

interest. This led to becoming 

buried under leaves, interesting 

exploring around Delhi and 

other parts of India, teaching 

a course to field guides in one 

of Central India’s game parks, 

many leads to be followed 

up and eyes wide open to the 

beauty of our own trees.

Fit Friends’ Ramble
gardenS and art at 

heIde 

Thursday 16 February

Meet at 10 am in the upper car park at 

Heide Museum of Modern Art, 

7 Templestowe Rd, Bulleen

Melways Map 32 E 5

Cost:  $20    $30 Non-members

Includes tour of Heide and garden

RSVP by 9 February on 

enclosed booking form or download 
one from the Events page on our 
website: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org 

Heide is one of Melbourne’s 

most important cultural 

destinations offering a unique 

experience of art, architecture 

and landscape. Situated in six 

hectares of historic gardens 

and parklands that extend to 

Yarra River frontage, Heide 

was established in 1935 as the 

home of John and Sunday Reed 

who played a central role in 

the development and promotion 

of modern art in Australia by 

nurturing young artists of their 

generation such as Sidney Nolan, 

Albert Tucker and Joy Hester.

We will meet in the upper 

carpark at 10 am and proceed to 

the heritage-listed weatherboard 

Victorian farmhouse for a tour 

through this intimate art space. 

We will be guided through 

the kitchen gardens and the 

sculpture garden that extends 

down to the river and have the 

opportunity to view each of the 

five gallery spaces.

Delicious refreshments can 

be had at Café Vue at our own 

expense. Time permitting we 

will also wander down to the 

Heidelberg Artists’ Trail.
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Summer Talking Plants
MInIature MarVeLS

Friday 24 February at 10 am 
Domain House, Dallas Brooks Drive 
Cost:  $10     $15 Non-members 
RSVP by Tuesday 21 February 
on enclosed booking form or download 
one from the Events page on our 
website: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org 
Refreshments will be served on 
arrival.

 

Bonsai is a Japanese word 

meaning ‘a tree in a pot’. 

The art of bonsai growing 

originated in China, not Japan, 

over a thousand years ago.  

It was brought to Japan by 

Buddhist monks who viewed the 

trees as a symbol of harmony, 

peace and balance, which 

represented all that was good. 

Growing bonsai trees requires 

specialised pruning and 

potting. Many types of trees 

and shrubs such as small 

evergreen, deciduous, flowering 

and fruiting can be grown as 

a bonsai tree. Some are easier 

to grow than others. Azaleas, 

Japanese maples, many 

conifers and fruit trees can be 

successfully grown as a bonsai 

tree.

A knowledgeable person 

will guide us through growing, 

pruning and care of bonsai. 

There will be ample time for 

questions and advice on the 

best plants to grow.

Many beautiful bonsai will 

be on display.

Shady Insiders’ Stroll
PIoneer WoMen’S 
MeMorIaL garden and 
LYch gate

Wednesday 29 February at 10 am

Meet at Gate Lodge

COST:  $15 MEMBERS ONLY

RSVP by Friday 24 February 

on enclosed booking form or download 

one from the Events page on our 
website: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

Morning tea will be served  at Gate 
Lodge before the walk.

Please wear sensible shoes and bring 
a hat or shade umbrella.

Our shady stroll will take us 

along the Tan, past the entrance 

to Government House and the 

perennial border, to the Pioneer 

Women’s Memorial Garden 

and Grotto. Guides will relate 

the history of this area and the 

development and design of the 

memorial to pioneer women. 

The nearby grotto is a quiet, 

cool area and a joy to enter 

during hot weather.

Like the memorial, the 

Lych Gate (G gate) has its own 

history and very few such 

entrances survive today. This 

entrance to the Royal Botanic 

Gardens leads through to the 

cool Huntingfield Lawn where 

magnificent eucalypts and 

corymbia grow on the gentle 

sloping lawns.

We will return to Gate Lodge, 

taking in the view from the rear 

of Government House and the 

Hopetoun Lawn which bears 

many trees planted by Royalty. 

The stroll will continue past the 

Perennial Border and the Director’s 

Tunnel, all in gentle shade.

events

Gardens from Nova 
Scotia to Morocco
ILLuStrated taLk BY 

MerrYLe JohnSon, 

gLoBetrottIng 

garden tour oPerator

Tuesday 28 February at 6 for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

COST:  $15      $25 Non-members 

RSVP by Wednesday 22 February on 
enclosed booking form or download 

from the Events page on our website:

www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

Wine and savouries will be served 
before the talk.

On a journey through beautiful 

gardens, we follow Merryle 

Johnson from the soft flower 

gardens of Nova Scotia through 

the contemporary designer 

gardens of France and Italy, to 

the vivid gardens of Morocco.

Merryle explores the ethno-

botany of relationships between 

plants, people and culture, and 

how this creates some of the 

most stunning and creative 

gardens of our world.

Merryle is a globe-trotting 

gardener, and when she is not 

leading tours of Australian 

gardeners overseas, she can be 

found getting her hands dirty at 

her family nursery and garden 

in Gippsland. 

Enjoy an evening 

illustrated with pictures 

from private gardens of the 

world, accompanied by an 

inspirational commentary. 

Merryle will also bring some 

of her unusual plants for sale 

before the talk begins.
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illustrators

Eucalypt room. Visitors and 

artists alike continue to be 

inspired by his watercolour 

studies completed during his 

twentieth century train-driving 

career.

Norma Bathie’s two eucalypt 

and Australian native plant 

displays were an interesting 

inclusion in the exhibition.

After the exhibition, a CD 

containing an image of each 

of the Eucalypt paintings was 

gifted to the State Botanical 

Collection, housed in the 

National Herbarium Library 

archives. Many artists are 

also donating their original 

paintings. While the initial 

concept was to portray 

only eucalypts growing in 

the Gardens, the exhibition 

expanded to include species 

of eucalypts of varying sizes 

and subjects, including bark, 

gum nuts and even moths and 

caterpillars which feed on these 

plants. 

In recent years many botanic 

artists have developed a strong 

interest in natural history 

subjects. Special workshops and 

classes have studied shells and 

other marine creatures, eggs, 

Successful ‘Eucalypts 
of the RBG and Nature’s 
Small Wonders’ 
Exhibiton
The recent exhibition of 

Eucalypts and Nature’s Small 

Wonders proved to be a winner 

with the public and botanical 

artists alike as it expanded on the 

usual botanical studies that have 

constituted previous Friends’ 

exhibitions in Domain House. 

Over a period of eighteen 

months, the Illustrators’ group 

of the FRBG Melbourne 

embarked on a project to 

document a selection of the 170-

plus eucalypt species growing 

in the Gardens. The exhibition 

featured 87 artists and presented 

over 200 paintings in the three 

Domain House galleries. Many 

visitors were impressed with the 

diverse range of subjects and 

interesting variety of media.

Homage was paid to famous 

Eucalypt artist Stan Kelly to 

celebrate the centenary of his 

birth. A selection of eight of 

his works portraying Eucalypts 

currently growing in our 

Botanic Gardens was displayed 

in a prominent position in the 

feathers, 

insects, 

moths and 

butterflies. 

Since there 

has been 

a renewed 

interest in 

this area, 

Dianne 

Emery 

suggested 

combining 

the two 

subjects 

in the one 

exhibition. 

Many 

teachers and 

students 

exhibited 

their natural 

history work, 

some being 

first time 

exhibitors.

Last but not least, I would 

like to thank the many willing 

volunteers who generously gave 

their time and effort to ensure 

this exhibition’s great success.

Sandra Sanger

Exhibition Coordinator

Below: Stan Kelly’s paintings flanked 

by Norma Bathie’s beautiful floral 

arrangement and other works at the 

exhibition.

Photo: Pam McDiarmid

Above: Eucalyptus melliodora – 

Yellow Box, painted by Meg Heriot.
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Classes
Term 1 will start in the week 

beginning Friday 3 February. 

Classes will be held on Tuesday 

and Wednesday evenings and 

in the daytime on Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Saturdays 

(two sessions each day - 2.5hr), 

Thursdays (one 2.5hr session) 

and Fridays (one 3hr session).

2.5hr classes:   $290 (incl GST)

       Friends:    $240 (incl GST)

3hr classes:      $335 (incl GST)

       Friends:    $285 (incl GST)

We recommend that students 

without prior experience in 

botanical illustration complete 

a Beginners’ Workshop before 

entering Term classes. 

illustrators

Botanical Illustrators 
quarterLY MeetIng

Botanical Illustrators who are also 

Friends of the RBG are invited 

to our end of year function on 

Tuesday 13 December, in the 

Whirling Room, 10 for 10.30am. 

There will be a book event and 

various entertainments. Please 

bring food and drink with a 

festive flair to share for lunch.

Workshops
aLL cLaSSeS and 
WorkShoPS WILL Be 
heLd In the WhIrLIng 
rooM StudIo, 
oBSerVatorY gate

For bookings and further 

information, please contact the 

Friends’ office on 9650 6398.

Inspiration from the Seashore 
with Helen Burrows

Monday 9, Tuesday 10, Wednesday 
11 January 2012

10 am to 4 pm

Cost: $254    Friends  $205

Excursion to the 

Basaltica Waterwise 

Garden and Habitat Trust  
The Spring Botanical Illustrators’ 

meeting was an excursion to 

this ‘garden in a Jeffrey Smart 

painting’ on the property of 

Queensland Rail Transport 

(QRT) Group in Altona. 

The Waterwise Garden was 

developed jointly by City West 

Water, CRT Group and the 

Habitat Trust in 1999 to 

demonstrate how the use of 

indigenous plants can enhance 

the environment while using 

very little water other than 

natural rainfall. Even during the 

first six months of the garden’s 

life it used only 20% as much 

water as the ‘traditional’ garden 

on the same site. Since then it 

has been given only minimal 

waterings during two long periods 

of drought. The area receives only 

about 300mm of rainfall a year, 

significantly less than the eastern 

side of Port Phillip. The garden 

is dominated by Eucalyptus 

melliodora (Yellow Box Gum) 

along with a splendid display 

of Acacia pycnantha (Golden 

Wattle). Many smaller plants 

were also in flower. Although 

the garden is not large, it 

contains over 80 species, all but 

two of which are indigenous 

to the area, the others being 

indigenous to an area a few 

kilometres away. On the sunny 

day of our visit, the garden was 

alive with birds. Basalt boulders 

provided sitting places for us to 

enjoy our sandwich lunch.

Ross Mellor of the Habitat 

Trust spoke to us about some of 

the issues involved in developing 

industrial and residential areas 

so they are appropriate to the 

Using Nature’s objects found 

on the seashore, this 3-day 

workshop will explore 

and investigate design and 

compositional skills. It will 

provide a framework for 

fostering artistic confidence 

and for the artists who need to 

review their practice.

With selected media, and 

using the drawing process, 

ideation will be developed. 

Problem-solving and an 

understanding of the 

elements of design 

will further enhance 

compositional skills.

Exploration of 

colour theory and 

techniques will 

embrace artists’ 

understanding 

of design 

principles. 

This will 

result in 

further 

rewards 

and 

inspiration for your 

ongoing artworks.

Students will need to apply 

for a materials list from the 

Friends’ office.

Scraperboard Workshop 

with Dianne Emery

Monday 23, Tuesday 24, Wednesday 
25, and Friday 27 January 2012

10 am to 4 pm

Cost: $254      Friends  $205

This workshop is aimed at 

those with some experience. 

We will be working on 

black, white and coloured 

backgrounds, as another means 

of enhancing our work.

Some equipment will be 

available for purchase, but 

students will also need to 

apply to the Friends’ office for 

a materials list. Morning and 

afternoon tea will be provided, 

but bring your own lunch. The 

class will cater for a maximum 

of 14 students.

Plant Dissection Workshop 

with Mali Moir

Monday 30, Tuesday 31 January 
and Wednesday 1 and Thursday 2 
February 2012

10 am to 4 pm

Cost: $254       Friends  $205

This workshop is designed 

to give students an idea of 

what is required when 

drawing plant 

dissections 

to support 

a botanical 

painting, or 

when producing 

scientific 

illustrations for 

publication.

Basic botany and 

plant structure will be 

covered, as will pen and 

ink techniques, preparation 

and page layout, and 

handling, storage and recording 

of specimens. References will 

be made to some of the visual 

language needed in line art.

Morning and afternoon tea 

will be provided. Students will 

need to apply for a materials 

list from the Friends’ office.
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illustrators

Whirlybirds
The Whirlybirds is a group of 

botanical artists who meet each 

Tuesday or Thursday in the 

Whirling Room Studio.

 We have just successfully 

completed being involved with 

the Eucalypts of the Royal 

Botanic Gardens and Nature’s 

Small Wonders exhibition. 

All members of our group, 

and many other artists who 

are Friends, exhibited their 

work and worked either as 

volunteers or organisers of this 

exciting exhibition. If you are a 

botanical artist and member of 

the Friends and are interested 

in joining us, please contact 

Sandra Sanger on 9598 9532. 

Our meetings will finish on 

20 December and we will 

resume our weekly painting 

days on 7 February 2012.

environment. His interest in these 

matters goes back at least to the 

1976 United Nations Vancouver 

Congress and Declaration on 

Habitat. The Habitat Trust 

enters into partnership with 

other organisations to provide 

consultancy with respect to how 

industry and urban systems can 

coexist while protecting and 

enhancing the environment, 

particularly the bare basaltic 

plain west of Port Phillip, an area 

whose population now exceeds 

that of Melbourne’s eastern side.  

Our visit included the Helene 

Wild Botanic Art Gallery, where 

we were able to admire Helene’s 

work. I was particularly struck 

by an idealised ecological study 

of the basalt plain vegetation, 

with boulders in the foreground 

and the You Yangs in the 

distance. Helene is the artist 

in residence at the Trust, and 

as well as her many paintings, 

she produced the beautiful line 

drawings of the excellent Guide 

to the Basaltica Waterwise 

Garden. 

On the way home we paid a 

brief visit to the Cherry Lake, 

where we were delighted to see 

‘Basaltica’, a watercolour featuring some of the flora in the 

BasalticaWaterWiseGarden. 

Painting by Helene Wilde, Resident Artist, Habitat Trust.

water hens with their chicks, as 

well as other bird life. 

Thank you Helene for 

hosting this enjoyable excursion. 

Roslyn Glow

Christmas Gifts from the 

Friends
Gift Membership

Surprise someone this 

Christmas with a gift that 

will last – a membership 

subscription to the Friends. 

Give a relative or friend access 

to all the fabulous events 

and activities put on by the 

Friends, a beautiful quarterly 

magazine, exclusive access to 

the Growing Friends’ Nursery 

and the opportunity to take 

Botanical Illustration classes at 

a reduced rate. You’ll have the 

satisfaction of knowing your 

gift membership also helps to 

support the Gardens.

A Gift Membership form 

is available from the Friends’ 

office or can be downloaded 

from our website: 

www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

2012 Botanical Illustration Calendar

This beautiful Calendar is 

based on images of artwork 

exhibited at the Art of 

Botanical Illustration 2010 

exhibition and painted by the 

Friends’ Botanical Illustrators’ 

Group. Some of Australia’s best 

botanical artists are featured.

The Calendar is printed on 

paper of a quality intended 

for framing the images. Each 

month has a painting complete 

in botanical detail and the 

Calendar would make a very 

special gift, especially for 

overseas friends, as many of the 

plants featured are indigenous.

Available for $15 from the 

Friends’ office or by mail order 

(download order form from 

our website).

Christmas Cards

Our beautiful card this 

year features detail from Anita 

Barley’s painting of white and 

red Waratahs.

Priced at $10 plus postage 

and packing for a pack of five 

cards, they are available from 

the Friends’ office, telephone 

9650 6398, or download an 

order form from our website.

Cards from other years are 

also available from the Friends’ 

office for personal shoppers. 

Some cards contain the Season’s 

Greetings message, while others 

are blank inside. All are $10 per 

pack of five cards plus postage 

and packing.

members

© 2012  FRBG Melbourne

botanical illustration

calendar 2012
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celebrations

Members may be interested in 

a little background information 

about the Plant Craft Cottage, 

originally built in 1851 as an 

Under Gardener’s Cottage and 

later known as H Gate Lodge. 

It became the home of the Plant 

Craft Groups in 1981. At that 

time, in addition to the craft 

Thirty Years for the Plant 

Craft Cottage....
Butterflies, beetles, birds and 

many other beautiful creatures 

fluttered, flew, slithered and 

crept into the Forest Fantasy 

Exhibition being held to 

celebrate the Plant Craft 

Cottage’s thirtieth birthday 

in October. This beautiful 

‘fantasy world’ highlights the 

craft skills of the Cottage’s six 

groups dedicated to research, 

practice and involvement in 

working with Natural Dyes; 

Plant Fibre Basketry; Pressed 

Flower Cards; Handmade 

Paper articles from plant fibre 

and recycled paper; Pot Pourri 

and the Fibre Group, which 

researches early crafts using 

plant-based materials.

The groups have come 

together to create their very own 

forest and celebrate not only 

the Plant Craft Cottage’s thirty 

years, but also the International 

Year of Forests. Forest Fantasy 

will be open until Thursday 

15 December. For further 

information contact the PCC 

between 10am-3pm, Monday to 

Friday on (03) 9650 3235.

groups, the organisation was 

asked to establish a Voluntary 

Guides group and a Friends’ 

group which it soon did. The 

Friends’ group became a separate 

entity in 1982 (this was necessary 

to ensure that all funds raised 

by the Friends would go directly 

to the Gardens and not into 

Dr Philip Moors, Director and Chief Executive, RBG; Mrs Sylvia Churchill, an original Cottage Member; Mrs 
Christina Gebhardt, President; and Chris Cole, Director RBGM,  at the birthday celebrations.
Below: Samples of the clever craft work in the Forest Fantasy Exhibition.
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consolidated revenue) and the 

Guides remained as a group 

attached to the Cottage until 

1994 at which time they decided 

to become part of the Visitor 

Programs section of the Gardens. 

Janet Thomson
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celebrations

....And for the Voluntary 

Guides of the RBGM
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The Voluntary Guides began 

in 1981 when Melbourne 

hosted the Commonwealth 

Heads of Government Meeting 

(CHOGM). Volunteers were 

trained to escort the many 

visitors associated with 

CHOGM on walks around 

the Gardens. In October 

2011, as part of their 30-year 

anniversary celebrations, 

Guides planted a Chinese Dove 

Tree (Davidia involucrata).

The Dove Tree was first 

reported from the mountains of 

western China in 1869 by Jesuit 

naturalist Father Armand David 

after whom the tree is named. 

In spring, the tree is laden from 

top to bottom with hand-sized 

white floral bracts that dance in the 

breeze. The effect is magical – 

like a flock of fluttering doves. 

Other common names such as 

Handkerchief Tree or Ghost 

Tree are equally evocative. 

Think of crowds waving 

handkerchiefs from a quay or 

spirits hovering in the twilight.

This particular Dove Tree 

has a special connection to 

the RBG Guide family. The 

seed was collected by John 

Nicholas from a tree in his own 

garden and grown by Margaret 

Polmear into the handsome 

sapling shown in the photo. 

Long may it flourish.  

    Congratulations to all the 

Guides past and present!

Susan Chandler

Above: Margaret Polmear and John 

Nicholas plant a Chinese Dove Tree in 

the Ailanthus Bed, 10 October 2011.    

Below: Mature Chinese Dove Tree.
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December

2 Growing Friends’ Nursery open 9 am - 1 pm

7 Christmas Cocktail Party at Gardens House

9 Guided Nursery Visit

 Growing Friends’ Nursery open 9 am - 1 pm

12 Insiders’ Walk - Separation Tree

13 Botanical Illustrators’ end of year function
16 Growing Friends’ Nursery open 9 - 11.30 am
20 Final Whirlybirds meeting for 2011

January

9, 10, 11 Seashore Workshop
13 Growing Friends’ Nursery open 9 am - 1 pm
20 Growing Friends’ Nursery open 9 am - 1 pm
23–25, 27  Scraperboard Workshop
27 Growing Friends’ Nursery open 9 am - 1 pm
30, 31 Plant Dissection Workshop

February

1, 2 Plant Dissection Workshop (continued)

3 Term 1 classes begin

7 Whirlybirds reconvene

9 Talk - Stephen Ryan

10 Growing Friends’ Nursery open 9 am - 1 pm

16 Fit Friends’ Ramble

17 Growing Friends’ Nursery open 9 am - 1 pm

21 Talk - Sandy Webb

24 Talking Plants - Bonsai

 Growing Friends’ Nursery open 9 am - 1 pm

28 Talk - Merryle Johnson

29 Shady Insiders’ Walk

Note: The Friends’ Inclement Weather Policy states that 
outdoor events may be cancelled and the Nursery will not 
be open for sales if the temperature is predicted to be 

33ºC or above.

The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne, 
Inc. complies with the National Privacy Principles for the 
collection and use of personal information.
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