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by cathy trinca

It has been a year since the Friends’ merger with the Plant 

craft cottage and since that time there have been many 

successful workshops at the cottage. If you haven’t been 

to the cottage recently, please pay it a visit. You will be 

met by friendly members and see fascinating crafts on 

display.

If you are new to the Friends, do come along to the next 

New Members’ Welcome later this month where you have the 

opportunity to meet committee conveners, and hear about our 

activities. The morning concludes with a short guided tour of the 

Gardens with an expert Voluntary Guide. 

The Friends of Gold Coast Regional Botanic Gardens 

recently hosted the Association of Friends of Botanic Gardens’ 

National Conference. The Association encourages and supports 

the growth of societies or associations interested in the 

conservation, development, well-being and public appreciation 

of Botanic Gardens and represents the interests of Friends 

of Botanic Gardens throughout Australia and New Zealand. 

Members range from small community gardens in country towns 

to the large metropolitan botanic gardens. The Association 

website is www.friendsbotanicgardens.org. 

The Friends held their annual Trust Fund Appeal recently and 

I wish to thank all those who contributed.         

As I mentioned in my last column, the Friends are currently 

supporting construction of the steel boardwalk in the Fern Gully 

which will replace the old asphalt and rubber paths. We look 

forward to completion of the work. 

The Spring Plant Sale is coming up on 18 and 19 October and 

will be bursting with spring treasures. The quality of nursery stock 

at the moment is outstanding and there will be many special and 

rare offerings for the early birds. I love seeing the long queue at 

the entrance tent on the Saturday morning with eager buyers ready 

to rush to make a longed-for purchase. Be sure to bring your 

membership card with you to receive your Members’ discount.

The Friends’ twelfth biennial The Art of Botanical Illustration 

exhibition will be held from 25 October to 9 November, with the 

opening reception on Friday 24 October at 6 pm. The standard 

of the botanic art that has been submitted is amazing. We have 

been previewing some of the submissions on the website and 

Facebook page, and the comments are heartening. 

There is much excitement and anticipation about whose work 

may be purchased for the State Botanical Collection and who will 

win the Celia Rosser medal, to be announced on opening night. 

I am looking forward to viewing all the selections when they are 

hung ready for the opening. Do take one of the guided tours of 

the exhibition to gain a greater understanding of this fascinating 

art form. Details of both the opening reception and tours can be 

found on the website or on page 8 of this newsletter. 

By now you will know about, and have interacted with, the 

Friends’ new website. It contains masses of information about 

the Friends, latest news, activities and membership benefits. The 

website also has the facility for event bookings with a convenient 

checkout and payment setup.  

Don’t forget the Friends’ AGM on Monday 17 November at 

6pm. Join us for a glass of wine and the chance to catch up 

with Council members and friends. The winners of the 2015 

Scholarships and Volunteer Service Awards will be announced, 

and there will be an interesting speaker. It will be an evening well 

worth attending and I look forward to seeing many of you there.

This will be my last column before handing over to the new 

President at the Annual Meeting. I have greatly enjoyed my four 

years and look forward to continuing on Council as Immediate 

Past President.

from the president
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Book Review
Firewood Banksia

Philippa nikulinsky

Rrp $35.00

Available from Fremantle Press

During the months it took to create the studies of Banksia 

menziesii that comprise this book, Philippa nikulinsky – a 

well known botanical artist from Western Australia with 

an interest in painting West Australian flora and fauna – 

became absorbed in the life cycles she was illustrating.   

As she studied the cycles, she became more and more excited 

about the step-by-step processes of nature. She describes her 

observations as ‘the sequence of flower to seed, earth, new plant 

and bud; whilst on each individual tree, a bud develops and then 

flowers as the bud for the next season begins’, and her wonder at 

its beauty and intricacies leaps off the page.

Looking at this exquisite series of paintings – that begins and 

ends with seeds – this iconic Australian native reveals its secrets, 

both botanical and aesthetic. 

terri Kay

Annual General Meeting
The Friends’ Annual General Meeting will be held on Monday 17 

November at 6 pm with refreshments at 5.30 pm, in Mueller Hall, 

National Herbarium.

Nominations for Council may be made by obtaining a 

nomination form from the Friends’ office. Council members are 

elected for two years. This year the President, Mrs Catherine 

Trinca, having served two consecutive terms, will retire from 

her current role and will take on the position of Immediate Past 

President. The current Immediate Past President, Mrs Janet 

Thomson, will retire at the AGM. Mr Peter Kelly resigned as an 

Ordinary member in June 2014 and the casual vacancy created 

was filled by Mrs Jan Rosenberg. As Chair of the Friends’ Trust 

Fund, Mr Peter Kelly has become an Ex Officio member of 

Council for the duration of his term of office.

The Treasurer, Mrs Angela Mitchell, and the following Ordinary 

members will retire at the AGM and are eligible for re-election: 

Mr Irwin Newman Mrs Jan Rosenberg

Mr Richard Smith Mr Robert Wright

Nominations are to be lodged with the Secretary at Gate 

Lodge by Monday 6 October, 2014.

Adnan Mansour, Honorary secretary

Pictured above is the inclusion sheet for the Friends’ new 

card set. The cards feature paintings exhibited in the Forest to 

Foreshore exhibition of 2013.

There are five different designs in each pack of five cards. 

The cards are available from the Friends’ office and sell for $10 

to members and $12 for non-members. Postage and packing $3. 

Buy these cards when next you are in the office or attending a 

Friends’ Event.

Forest to Foreshore cards
featuring paintings by Botanical  Artist Friends.

for the members
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from the president

Fire damage to the Melbourne Gardens
by tim entwisle, Director and chief executive

You will have all been shocked and angered by the arson in 

the Melbourne Gardens on the morning of 17 May. This time 

it was buildings rather than plants, but again an apparent 

act of wilful damage to our beautiful landscape. The toilet 

block near the boat shed and the William Tell Rest House 

were both destroyed and the Lake View Rest House (tucked 

up behind the Terrace) was severely damaged. The Police 

are investigating, including forensic evidence and a Crime-

Stoppers campaign. We hope that on this occasion the 

perpetrator(s) will be found. Meanwhile we are working with 

our insurance company to rebuild the toilet block and the 

shelters. As always, the public have been quick to condemn 

the action and to offer support. We will continue to review 

security but as you would all understand this is a difficult site 

to secure completely.  

Presenting ... our new values, and more

We now have a new Corporate Plan, one that takes us right 

through to 2019. Along with the new branding we’ll have 

in place by the end of the year, it signals the start of a new 

phase for our Royal Botanic Gardens. This five-year plan is 

just the start of a bigger transformation, one that includes a 

new Herbarium (with the 300,000-strong collection of overseas 

specimens fully databased and digitised), the Observatory 

Gate Science and Botanical Art Centre, a new glasshouse 

that fits the needs of a modern botanic garden in Melbourne, 

a Seed Bank and Rare Plant Conservation Laboratory, and 

a number of projects arising from the yet-to-be-completed 

Cranbourne Site Master Plan, among other things. You’ll also 

see our new vision and mission on show for the first time, plus 

a set of what we call values: we want to be open, creative, 

remarkable and brave. I invite all our Friends and other 

supporters to be part of this vision, and to embrace our new 

‘personality’.

Full Board

With the addition of Penny Fowler and Martyn Myer AO, the 

Royal Botanic Gardens Board now has its full complement 

of seven members. Penny is Chair of the Herald and Weekly 

Times Board, publisher of The Herald Sun. She is also Chair 

of the McClelland Sculpture Park and Gallery, a director of 

the Australian Ballet, and a board member of the Melbourne 

Grammar School Foundation. Penny has a Bachelor of 

Business from Monash University, and qualifications from 

the Australian Institute of Company Directors. Penny is also 

daughter of Janet Calvert-Jones, a long-time supporter of the 

Gardens and herself daughter of Dame Elisabeth Murdoch.  

Martyn Myer is a long-time supporter of the Gardens and I 

remember meeting him for the first time at an event in Sydney, 

a few years ago, where he told me how wonderful Guilfoyle’s 

Volcano would be (which it was, and is). Martyn has an 

engineering background and since 1999 has been Chairman 

of Cogstate Ltd, a health software services company. In recent 

years he has been a Director of Coles Myer, and President of 

the Howard Florey Institute. In 2008 Martyn was appointed an 

Officer of the Order of Australia for service to business and 

the community, particularly through contributions to medical 

research and the establishment of the Florey Neuroscience 

Institutes and through executive and philanthropic roles with a 

range of organisations. Currently he is on the Council of The 

University of Melbourne and the Board of the Melbourne Theatre 

Company, President of the Myer Foundation, and Chairman of 

The Myer Family Company Holdings Pty Ltd. 

It’s sprinter time

In early April I did a series of newspaper, radio and TV interviews 

about seasons: why the four seasons don’t work particularly well 

in Australia and my proposal for a new five-season system. I 

was also able to talk about the many Aboriginal systems in use 

around Australia, with two to seven seasons and only in one 

case, four. This all followed on from a simple question about 

whether autumn was late this year. Conveniently, the question 

came, on the day that I think autumn should start, 1 April. It’s a 

Above: Image from Tim Entwisle’s coming publication Sprinter and Sprummer explaining his 
thoughts on Australian seasonal patterns.

Image by Karen Rinkel with thanks to CSIRO Publishing.

from the  gardens
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good topic for getting people to think about the environment, 

about how plants and animals respond to seasonal as well 

as longer term climatic change. I’ve been mulling on this for 

quite a few years, started by a media question when I was 

in Sydney about whether spring had come early that year, in 

August. I replied that ‘ yes it had and it always does’. Anyway, 

my musings will be published in September by CSIRO 

Publishing as Sprinter and Sprummer: Australia’s Changing 

Seasons, with royalties coming to the Royal Botanic Gardens. 

I apologise in advance for any spruiking I might do in ‘sprinter’ 

(the early spring, starting in August).

Rush of support from the Goldfields 

Corporate partner Bendigo Bank now offer various banking 

products that provide a percentage of funds to our Foundation. 

A similar arrangement has raised $9 million for Oxfam since 

that partnership was established 12 years ago (led by Ken 

Harrison, Treasurer and Board member of the Oxfam Board 

at the time). For deposit accounts, it works through the Bank 

offering higher interest rates, with the amount above standard 

rate going to the Foundation, as well as opportunities for 

customers to make voluntary donations from the additional 

interest. There will also be co-branded credit cards. Bendigo 

Bank will cover the costs of associated marketing material, and 

may be able to support the production of flyers for other Gardens 

activities and events. We have our new Board Chair to thank for 

this initiative, plus some hard work from our Development and 

Finance teams. It may be a slow burner, but I’m hopeful it will 

eventually make a major contribution to the Foundation corpus, 

and through that support some of our existing and new projects.

RHs Hampton court Palace Flower show 2014

An ‘Essence of Australia’ show garden exhibited in partnership 

with Tourism Victoria, Tourism Northern Territory, Qantas and 

leading UK tour operator Trailfinders, has won a Gold Medal and 

Best-in-Show award at the Royal Horticultural Society’s Hampton 

Court Palace Flower Show this year. Designed by Jim Fogarty, 

the overall garden design took its inspiration from the Rainbow 

Serpent, an iconic creature from the Aboriginal dreamtime 

featuring in contemporary Aboriginal art and culture.

The garden, pictured below with thanks to Dave Bennett 

of Getty Images, was built from materials sourced in the UK 

which significantly reduced the project’s environmental impact. 

It was planted entirely with Australian native plants sourced 

from nurseries in the UK, Spain and Holland, and some plants 

included in the garden are used in Aboriginal cultural ceremonies 

and as food and medicine. The win generated huge publicity 

around the world. Congratulations to everyone involved! 

from the gardens
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book EvEnts onlinE, on our booking form or download onE from thE EvEnts pagE on 

our wEbsitE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

new Members’ 

Welcome
Thursday 25 September  

at 10 am

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Birdwood Ave, South Yarra

RSVP by Friday 19  September

Refreshments will be served

Join us for the New Members’ Welcome. It’s a get-to-know you 

gathering in a friendly and relaxed atmosphere where, over 

refreshments, you can mingle and meet other members and 

the conveners of the various activity groups that make up the 

Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne. Learn about 

the RBG and the role of the Friends from Chris Cole, Director of 

the RBG Melbourne, and the President, Cathy Trinca. 

The morning concludes with a short guided tour of the 

Gardens with an expert Voluntary Guide.

Invitations have been sent to all recently-joined Friends and 

if you have not been able to attend a previous New Members’ 

Welcome you are warmly invited to come along. Please call our 

office on 9650 6398 and we’ll ensure you are on the invitation list.

the Australian 

Garden experience
A new perspective 

Illustrated talk by Jill 

Burness

Landscape Architect and 

Planner, RBG cranbourne

Tuesday 9 September

6 for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Cost: $25          (Friends $20)

RSVP by Friday 5 September

Come and hear about the Australian Garden from a new 

perspective. Jill Burness is the Landscape Planner at the Royal 

Botanic Gardens Cranbourne and has been associated with this 

garden since its earliest design in 1995. The Australian Garden 

won the accolade of 2013 World Landscape of the Year at the 

Singapore World Architecture Festival. Learn about the art of 

the design, and the works of art that are located in this superb, 

world class garden of Australian plants. 

Now featuring in many new coffee table books, the Australian 

Garden at Cranbourne demonstrates the evolving connections 

between people, plants and landscapes. Visitors can discover 

inspiration and acquire information about how to use Australian 

plants in their home garden. 

Refreshments will be served before the talk.

Discovering 

Indigenous Plants
spring Fit Friends’ Ramble

Tuesday 7 October

Meet in Beckett Park, Balwyn 

at 10 am

Parking is in the park at the 

end of Parring Road. 

Tram 109 along Whitehorse 

Road, get off at tram stop 50. 

It is a short walk up to the 

park along Parring Road. 

Cost: $25          (Friends $20)

RSVP by Friday 3 October

John Watson started his wildflower garden after he purchased 

land in Balwyn in 1901. He planted Australian and New Zealand 

native trees and shrubs in his unusual garden that was opened 

to the public in 1926. With the support of many prominent 

people, Maranoa Gardens, Beckett Park, became one of the 

oldest and largest displays of Australian plants in Victoria. Since 

then the Gardens have been further developed and continue 

to provide an extensive native botanic collection. So come and 

learn about the beauty and value of Australian plants.

We will be given a guided tour around the Gardens, 

introducing us to the characteristics of indigenous trees and 

shrubs. Then we will wander around the Indigenous Flora 

Reserves searching for shy orchids.

After our ramble we can indulge in refreshments at our own 

expense in the Balwyn Shopping strip.

events
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secrets of your 

Garden Arranged in 

a Vase
Friday 10 October at 10 am

Domain House, 

Dallas Brooks Drive

Cost: $20          (Friends $15)

RSVP by Monday 6 October

Refreshments will be served 

at 10 am

Robyn Tymms has arranged flowers for the Friends of Royal 

Botanic Gardens, Melbourne (RBGM) for many years, bringing life 

indoors for occasions grand and intimate. She will reveal how this 

can be achieved successfully using plants from your own garden.

Working with a wide range of plant material, Robyn will 

demonstrate how to combine native plants with exotics to create 

vibrant statements of style. Some floral techniques are:

•	 Large feature arrangement suitable for an entrance hall.

•	 Simple vase arrangement using your favourite type of vase 

and plant material.

•	 Small oriental influences with limited material all within the 

same idiom.

Robyn will share her knowledge, give helpful advice and 

answer your questions. 

sprinter and 

sprummer
Australia’s changing seasons

Illustrated talk by  

Prof tim entwisle 

Tuesday 14 October

6 for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Cost: $25          (Friends $20)

RSVP by Friday 10 October 

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk.

Tim proposes we adopt a system that brings us more in tune 

with our plants and animals, to notice and respond to climate 

change. In his new book Sprinter and Sprummer he suggests 

a 5-season model for southern Australia. It starts with Sprinter 

(August and September), the early Australian spring. That’s 

when the bushland and our gardens burst into flower. It’s also 

when that quintessential Australian plant, the wattle, is at peak 

flowering across Australia. Next is Sprummer (October and 

November), the changeable season, bringing a second wave of 

flowering. In his book, Tim says, ‘The system is a compromise, 

based mostly on what plants do. Whether my new seasons are 

adopted or not, I hope they encourage people to notice the 

natural world around us, and how it changes seasonally and in 

response to the way we treat it.’

History of the tan
spring Insiders’ Walk

Tuesday 21 October at 2 pm

Meet for refreshments at 2 pm

Gate Lodge, 100 Birdwood Ave 

Cost: $20 MEMBERS ONLY

RSVP by Thursday 16 October

Book early as numbers will be 

limited

Refreshments will be served 

at Gate Lodge.   

The walk will begin promptly 

at 2.20 pm.

Janet Thomson, Immediate Past President of the Friends of the 

RBG Melbourne, will guide us around the Tan, telling us about 

its history and the area within its boundaries. She will impart 

stories related to items of interest along the route, for example, 

the beautiful Janet Lady Clarke Rotunda, a burial site, and 

memorials to kings and renowned Australians.

We will walk anticlockwise around the Gardens, past the 

Pioneer Women’s Memorial Garden, the Sidney Myer Music 

Bowl, the Domain and Government House to Gate Lodge. The 

Tan and its environs are an exciting part of Melbourne’s history 

as well as being a beautiful area to explore.

The walk is approximately 3.8km and will take an hour and a 

half to two hours. Afterwards, members may wish to picnic in the 

Gardens. Please wear appropriate footwear and bring a hat and 

water bottle if hot.

events
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Beautiful  Wisteria 

Arbour in the Yarra Valley
self-drive visit to Alowyn 

Gardens, Yarra Glen

1210 Melba Highway, Yarra 

Glen. (Melway 267 G9)

Wednesday 22 October at 11 am

Cost:  $45          (Friends $35)  

Includes morning tea, lunch 

and admission fees  

RSVP by Friday 17 October 

Full instructions for the day will 

be provided when you book. 

In response to member requests we are returning to Alowyn 

Gardens in the Yarra Valley. In spring we will witness the 

magnificent display of Japanese wisteria covering a 100-metre- 

long arbour that winds through the gardens. 

This garden is the result of 15 years’ work by Prue and John 

Van de Linde. The beautiful seven-acre garden showcases a 

substantial array of plants, trees, sculptures and water features 

displayed in six clearly defined areas. We will see the newly- 

opened French-style garden with its three ponds, fountains,  

poppy fields and lawn areas. A wonderful display of bulbs in the 

birch forest will also greet us.

 Alowyn Gardens won the 2013 RACV Tourism Minister’s 

Encouragement Award from a field of over 90 entrants.

A visit to a another private garden in the area will round out a 

day full of breathtaking vistas.

the Art of Botanical 

Illustration 2014
opening and Reception 

Friday 24 October

from 6 – 8 pm

Entry by ticket only, available 

from the Friends’ office

exhibition:  25 october  

to 9 november

Open: weekdays 10 am – 4 pm, 

weekends 10 am – 6 pm 

Domain House Gallery, Dallas 

Brooks Drive

The Friends are proud to present this beautiful exhibition of 

over 150 works by leading botanical artists from Australia and 

overseas. Botanical Illustration is one of the oldest watercolour 

genres used throughout history to classify the importance of 

plants. It is a thriving art form and plays an important role in 

the scientific plant identification process. This year, works for 

the exhibition have been selected by an expert panel including 

an artist and a botanist. A highlight of the exhibition will be the 

awarding of the Celia Rosser Medal to the artist(s) whose work in 

the exhibition is judged as most outstanding.  

All works of art in the exhibition, as well as a selection of 

cards, unframed works and the Friends’ 2015 calendar, will be 

available for sale.

the Art of Botanical 

Illustration 2014
Guided tours

Tuesday 28 October  

and Thursday 6 November  

at 10 am

Cost: $20 MEMBERS ONLY, 

LIMITED NUMBERS

RSVP by Thursday 23 October 

(Please nominate date 

preference on booking form)

We will meet at Gate Lodge for morning tea and a brief 

introduction before walking over to the Domain House Gallery to 

view the 2014 Art of Botanical Illustration exhibition.

Members of the Botanical Illustrators Group will lead visits to 

the  exhibition. The tours will offer an opportunity to discover the 

intricacies of design and technique in botanical illustration and 

exhibition. Each day there will be a botanical artist demonstrating 

the craft and we will be able to appreciate first-hand the 

intricacies involved in this exquisite art form.

The works on display cover a broad range of subjects and 

artistic styles and the guide will endeavour to help you observe 

and understand these differences. A selection of artists’ sketch 

books will be displayed allowing the visitor a ‘behind the scenes’ 

view of the workings that make up the final illustration.

events
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A children’s Garden 

in the Gaza strip
Planting the seeds of hope

Illustrated talk by Andrew 

Laidlaw, Landscape Architect, 

and Peter Symes, Curator, 

Environmental Horticulture, RBG

Wednesday 29 October

6 for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Cost: $25           (Friends $20)

RSVP by Monday 27 October

In May 2013, Andrew and Peter visited the Gaza Strip as part 

of a Global Gardens of Peace delegation to take the first steps 

in developing a landscape for children and their families. The 

challenges faced by the Palestinian people in this region include 

severe political tensions, dense urbanisation, and very serious 

environmental issues. Children and their families desperately 

need the benefits of a safe, green garden space (something 

we take for granted). These spaces offer the opportunities 

to experience healthy play, connection to plants, peace and 

wellbeing.  

Andrew and Peter will provide an illustrated and informative 

overview of their trip, the development of landscape planning to 

date, and the future directions of the project.

Refreshments will be served before the talk.

creating Gardens 

with an Artist’s eye
Illustrated talk by Phillip 

Johnson, Landscape Architect

Tuesday 11 November

6 for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Cost: $25           (Friends $20)

RSVP by Thursday 6 November

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk.

Over the last 12 months, Phillip and his team have been working 

all over Victoria, bringing their Chelsea Best-in-Show vision and 

standards to suburban backyards. Phillip describes the process 

of creating landscapes to be much like painting on a canvas, 

transforming the blank space into something that is bursting 

with life. His gardens have all the depth of a painting, with 

carefully positioned rock forms and curved pathways that wind 

through a marvellous choice of different plants, drawing your 

eyes toward a stunning billabong. 

Creating relaxing environments to suit a whole range of 

different-sized projects, from small courtyards to large wetlands, 

is something at which Phillip and his team excel. Don’t miss 

this amazing opportunity to hear about Phillip’s inspirations and 

processes for creating native and indigenous wonderlands with 

water capture and conservation at their core.

christmas cocktail 

Party 
special event

Wednesday 26 November

6 – 8 pm  

Gardens House

Cost: $55 per head

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

RSVP by Thursday 13 November

Enjoy an early Christmas celebration with other Friends in the 

private and peaceful garden setting of historic Gardens House, 

once home to former directors of the RBG. Relax in convivial 

company surrounded by evening birdcalls and the perfume of 

early summer flowers. The annual cocktail party is the perfect 

opportunity to come together in friendship and seasonal 

goodwill. There will be sumptuous food, a glass of Christmas 

cheer and the raffle table resplendent with gardening goodies, .

Bring your family and friends, and meet new friends, connect 

with old ones and join the FRBG Council and committee 

members to celebrate another year supporting our beautiful 

Royal Botanic Gardens.

events
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spring Plant sale
Saturday 18 October 10 am – 4 pm

Sunday 19 October 10 am – 3 pm

The Sale catalogue will be available on our website: 

www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org approximately a week before the Sale date.

Members are reminded to bring their membership cards in order to 

obtain 10% discount at the Sale (excludes Sunday specials)

Friday PlaNT Sale

Friday 12 December from 8 am – 1 pm. 

This will be the last members-only Nursery sale for 2014 and is 

timed to allow for a choice of Christmas gifts and holiday garden 

renovation plants.

Remember, If the pot has a price tag, the plant is for sale.  

No tag means no sale.

FrieNdS’ Friday Sale day – 1 auguST

Well, if the weather for the Autumn Plant Sale was bad, the weather 

on 1 August, the Friends’ Friday Sale Day, was horrendous – cold, 

wet and windy. But that did not deter the serious gardeners. A 

good number of Friends came, some with lists. The sales were of 

course lower than usual but in the circumstances very pleasing. 

The Growing Friends have some plants which are generally 

stocked but many others are only available when suitable 

propagating material can be obtained. Therefore the Growing 

Friends are committed to continuing these Sale Days (while 

the Myrtle Rust Control Protocol is in place) as they provide 

an opportunity for the members to purchase these rarer plants 

without the competition of the public Sales. 

by Michael Hare

The Growing 
Friends’ Super 
spring Plant sale
SaTurday 18 OCTOBer 10 aM TO 4 PM

SuNday 19 OCTOBer 10 aM TO 3 PM

iNSide gaTe e

rOyal BOTaNiC gardeNS MelBOurNe

MelWay: MaP 2l reF C2

03 9650 6398

friends@frbgmelb.org.au

www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

FRBG  
Melbourne

growing friends
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Beautiful Amaryllidaceae
by Jan cheyne 

this family of herbaceous and bulbous flowering plants 

includes many we are growing in the Growing Friends’ 

nursery. they grow easily in our climate, and are well worth 

a place in the garden. the plants usually have numerous 

flowers held in an umbrella-like cluster at the end of a 

leafless stem. Flowers are often extravagantly lovely and 

vary from star-like to trumpet-shaped or tubular.

Sprekelia formosissima (top right) is one such beauty. It comes 

from Mexico, and was named in honour of J.H. von Sprekelson 

who sent the plant to Linnaeus in 1658. The petals, roughly 

arranged in the shape of a cross, were thought to resemble the 

emblem on the mantles of the Spanish Knights of St. James. The 

large, blood-red flowers, one per stem, appear in late spring to 

early summer, and are happy in full sun to partial shade.

Stenomesson variegatum (centre right). Walk to the Temple 

of the Winds and you will find this wonderful bulb growing in 

the grey garden, on shale, and with very little water. It has very 

handsome yellow tubular flowers tipped with green, up to six per 

stem, which will last a few weeks as cut flowers. It flowers mainly 

in spring, but we will often find the odd one in flower in autumn. 

Cyrtanthus obrienii (bottom right) is another favourite. It is an 

evergreen spring-flowering species which flowers reliably every 

year, even in pots. It has long trumpet-shaped, orange/apricot 

flowers in clusters of five to seven, and – what we all want to 

hear – it’s tough, and grows readily from seed. Plant in full sun to 

light shade. It likes to stay in the same position for some years – 

a lovely no fuss, rewarding small bulb.

Clivia miniata (top left) is a rhizomatous member of the 

Amaryllidaceae family, and very popular as it grows happily 

in dry shade and needs little care.  We are familiar with the 

beautiful apricot flowers that flourish throughout the Gardens 

but hybridisers around the world are developing a new range of 

colours. Dermot Molloy from the RBG  Melbourne Nursery, has 

been at the forefront of this push to develop gorgeous yellow, 

peach and red shades as well as some with leaf variations such 

as veining and variegation. He has supplied the Growing Friends 

with a large selection of these hybrids and they will be available 

at our spring sale.

Hymenocallis x festalis (centre left) comes from Central America 

and is sometimes known as the Sacred Lily of the Incas. From the 

centre of the clump of strap-like leaves grows a 30 cm stem topped 

by an umbel of 2 to 5 lightly-scented white flowers, each one about 

12 cm across, looking like a large spidery daffodil. It is happy 

in full sun to partial shade, and flowers late summer to autumn. 

Unfortunately, the species is never at its peak at sale time, so is 

often overlooked, but they are well worth a place in the garden.

growing friends
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from the president

all workshops will bE hEld in thE plant craft cottagE. for further information and all 

bookings, please contact the friends’ office on 9650 6398. 

craft Demonstrations
Bookings not required

10.30 am – 2 pm

Cost: Free

natural dye  
3 september; 1 october;  

5 november

potpourri   
12 september; 10 october; 

14 november

fibre  
9 september; 14 october;  

11 november

basketry 
17 september; 15 october; 

19 november

plant card 
18 september; 16 october; 

20 november

papermaking 
22 october; 26 november 

Visitors are welcome to watch 

and ask questions of the 

working groups. However, 

visitors are unable to take part 

in the demonstrations.

sunday open days

21 September; 19 October; 

16 November

10 am – 3 pm

Cost: Free

This is a wonderful opportunity 

to explore the Plant Craft 

Cottage, the oldest building in 

any public garden in Victoria.

Some of the plant-related 

items created by our groups 

will be on display and for sale 

in this heritage-listed building.

school Holiday Program 

papermaking for kids
wednesday 24  

and thursday 25 september 

10.30 am – 12 noon or 1 pm – 2.30 pm

Cost: $12 per child

All materials provided but BYO hand towel and waterproof apron.

Suitable for ages 8 – 15 years.

Booking is essential as sufficient materials need to be prepared.

Learn the art of papermaking and take home samples of 

different coloured and textured paper to make cards and gifts.

Friends are reminded 

that the Plant Craft 

Cottage has an extensive 

reference library on Plant 

Crafts.

natural Dye Workshop
Indigo Dipping Day 

 

saturday 15 november  10.30 am – 12.30 pm

Plant craft cottage

Cost: $25 

After our very successful workshops, a dipping day has been 

arranged. This is your chance to dye your small items - up to 

shirt size (item must fit easily in our 20-litre vats).

BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL for both these workshops. 

  
natural Dye Workshop
traditional shibori – organic Indigo

saturday 18 and saturday 25 october  9 am –- 3 pm

Plant craft cottage

Cost: $180 which includes all materials and printed notes.

This is the third and final chance to take part in this very 

popular workshop. Learn to make an indigo dye the Michel 

Garcia way. Several recipes using inexpensive green organic 

ingredients will be made up and used to dye the fabric you 

stitch, wrap and clamp using Shibori techniques.

plant
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from the gardensgrowing friends

An Invitation ....
Henry Ginn, Colonial Architect, was appointed Clerk of Works 

to the Port Phillip District and in 1850 he designed the building 

which we now know as the Plant Craft Cottage. The Working 

Drawing in May 1850 calls it an Under-Gardener’s Cottage and 

as such it was home to many Gardeners and their families in the 

ensuing years.

In 1981, 131 years later, it was formally opened as the Plant 

Craft Cottage.

This is an invitation to all Friends to join with the Plant 

Craft Cottage members of the Friends in enjoying and promoting 

this ‘oldest building in everyday use in (any) Public Gardens in 

Victoria’. It is Heritage-listed and we’re sure you would all want 

to see where the Friends began many years ago.

The Cottage is well patronised by both local and overseas 

visitors and we recommend it as an excellent part of the Gardens 

to visit when next you are entertaining friends or relatives. 

Now that we are all Friends, please let us join together in 

supporting our historic little Cottage.

Top Right: Ric-rac braid and flowers

Centre: An example of the Japanese craft of omiyage.

Below: Tatting skills, once acquired, lead to beautiful handiwork.

There are many more samples of these works on display and several exper ts to consult if 
readers are interested in these crafts.

Heritage Handwork with the Fibre Group
by Margaret Rutherford  

The Fibre Group was the last of our groups to be formed after 

1981 when the Plant Craft Cottage opened.

Our aim is to keep alive the work, often painstaking, of 

women and men over past generations: so we stitch, twist and 

manipulate threads and fabrics to produce interesting and often 

surprising results.

Because of the difficulties of processing the raw materials of 

cotton, linen and jute, we have channelled our creative energies 

into an exploration of historical and ethnographic techniques 

using these threads and fibres. We have explored and attempted 

needle lace, depression lace (often known as chicken scratch 

embroidery), hyperbolic crochet, blackwork, patchwork, hairpin 

crocheting, twining and braiding, the Japanese art of sashiko 

and omiyage, candlewicking, tassel making and much more. 

Tatting remains a skill many of us still have to conquer.

Our display at the Cottage reflects the range of techniques 

and fibres used over the past thirty years of our existence. 

Workshops are held for both Cottage and non-Cottage 

members. Our most recent workshop was for teenagers, based 

on their passion for friendship bracelets. Using cotton threads 

and braiding instead of coloured elastic bands proved to be a 

great success. 

The Fibre Group continues to discover, share and create.

crafts
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Global Gardening
ParT 5 – HuMaN laNdSCaPeS:  THe arT OF gardeN 

deSigN – eNgliSH laNdSCaPe revOluTiON

by Roger spencer, senior Horticultural Botanist 

and Rob cross, Horticultural Botanist, RBGM

In part 4, we discussed some of the essential elements 

of Italian, spanish and French garden design during the 

Fifteenth to eighteenth centuries, noting their structure 

and the influence of history, society and functional needs 

on their development. Had european garden design 

reached its ultimate conclusion, its peak in the theatrical 

baroque of Louis XIV’s Versailles? What could reinvigorate 

the art of gardening? From the earliest beginnings until 

the French landscape style, the form of gardens had 

reflected the geometry of architecture. Was geometry to 

dictate all garden design?  A revolution was to come.

england’s earlier gardens

Henry VIII’s Lord Chancellor, Cardinal Wolsey (c. 1475-1530) played 

a part in England’s acceptance of the Renaissance but his, later 

to become the King’s, Hampton Court, and other gardens of the 

time, were not Italian even though they may have included Italian 

features. Unlike the unity of vision found in French gardens, those 

in England could appear as if they had grown without an overall 

plan, the integration of parts was not of concern.

The landscapes at Hatfield (1611) and Wilton (1615), 

designed by the French father and son Solomon and Isaac de 

Caux, stimulated the beginning of more sophisticated English 

gardens, and the transition from direct Italian influence to a long 

period of gardens with a French interpretation. Wilton displayed 

many features of the classical garden – the terrace, parterres, 

balustrading, statuary – and especially important were the 

generous scale and unity of design.
 
the foundations of change

Increasingly, European gardeners found the French style 

restrictive and by the late seventeenth century its pre-eminence 

began to wane, yet no new alternatives were appearing for 

landscaping the grand estates of Europe. Transformations in 

English society provided the perfect setting for a radical change.

Economic rationalism

In England, the simplification of the French landscapes 

washastened under the influence of the Dutch-born William III, 

and later, the parsimonious Queen Anne (French landscapes 

were costly to maintain). At the same time English horticulturists 

challenged the domination of the continentals. Commercial 

gardeners replaced artist gardeners, and nurseries like London 

and Wise in Brompton (established in 1681) supplied vast 

numbers of plants more cheaply, enabling additional and larger 

gardens to be established.

The English spirit 

Enjoying outdoor spaces where philosophers lingered, politicians 

debated and courtesans paraded in the warmer, more southerly 

gardens of Greece, Italy and France contrasts markedly with 

the garden experience in England. Cool and damp, the English 

climate enabled the development of a wonderful gardening 

tradition and shaped how gardens were used. For the English, 

fondness for gardens has come from physical activities – 

gardening, walking and playing games – not from sitting around.

Familiarity with Chinese asymmetry  

During the Seventeenth Century Chinese lacquerware, porcelain, 

wallpaper and silks steadily flowed into Europe’s fashionable 

homes. They surged during the first few decades of the 

eighteenth century (stimulating the development of Chinoiserie 

style), and importantly, familiarising the English to asymmetry in 

art. By the mid-1720s, the strong axial vista, the symmetry and 

the embroidered parterres had lost favour.

Philosophy 

Until the seventeenth century it was assumed that nature was 

imperfect and appropriate for improvement by man, to be 

shaped by the perfection of geometry. By the turn of the century 

opinion was changing and the notion of unspoilt nature as 

perfection gained philosophical currency. Essayist and politician 

Joseph Addison (1672–1719) wrote in The Spectator (1712) of 

his preference for a tree ‘in all its luxuriancy’ than one trimmed 

into a mathematical figure.

Rule Britannia  

As England’s political and economic power increased, so did its 

confidence. It was the Age of Reason, with new technological 

inventions powering industrial progress. The British believed 

there were no better landscapes than theirs. There was no need 

for emulation any more and England itself provided the setting 

where ideas in art, literature, philosophy, horticulture, society 

and economics were sufficiently robust for establishing a new 

landscape style – one that was essentially English.

the revolution

The essence of the English landscape garden embraced two 

major principles: the admiration of nature and the creation of 

landscapes as paintings. The English garden brought nature to 

the walls of the house and extended, without visible boundaries, 

to the world of nature beyond.

During the first half of the Eighteenth Century the new English 

landscape style came into focus. As ideas were explored in 

writing and practice, influences came from many directions.  

The young English elite, culturally enlightened through their 

Grand Tours across continental Europe, brought home with 

them the ideals of Palladian architecture (after Venetian architect 

Andrea Palladio (1508-1580)) and souvenir romantic landscape 

paintings by Claude and Poussin (Stourhead clearly reflects 

Claude’s paintings). William Kent (c. 1685-1748), who ‘leaped 

garden
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The Turf Bridge and Pantheon at Stourhead in Wiltshire. Described in the 1740s as a ‘living 
work of ar t’, Stourhead is now considered to be the finest existing example of an English 
garden inspired by the seventeenth century landscape painters.               Photo: Rob Cross

the fence’ and believed all nature was a garden, probably 

tried to mimic in his landscapes, the almost two centuries’ old 

Italian gardens he visited with their lichened stone steps and 

sculptures under an overgrown canopy of vegetation disguising 

the original geometrical plan.

An important practical introduction was the use of the ha-ha 

(a deep ditch, often with a wall providing an abrupt change of 

level).This allowed the garden boundaries to be hidden from view, 

for garden vistas to ‘extend’ into the distance. Another design 

innovation was the ‘belt’, a walk or drive through irregularly planted 

trees along the perimeter of the garden. Such views provided 

glimpses towards the house in addition to points de vue from the 

house familiar to those visiting Italian and French gardens.

The great master was Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown (1716-

1783). He found his opportunities at Lord Cobham’s Stowe in 

Buckinghamshire, initially as a kitchen gardener and eventually 

as Head Gardener and Bailiff implementing Kent’s plans. Brown’s 

own design abilities quickly surfaced after Kent’s death in 1749, 

both at Stowe and on other estates. His reputation grew rapidly 

and by 1751 he included the building of mansions with his 

landscape skills. It is interesting to ponder ‘Capability’ Brown, the 

landscape gardener, creating houses for the landscape just as 

architects had created gardens for houses in Italy.

Brown’s linear landscapes are of contrasting undulations of 

tones, light and shade, of green turf and still reflective water, 

of trees planted singly, in clumps or in bands. Brown used the 

grammatical terms parenthesis,, comma and full stop, to describe 

how the plantings in his landscape contain vistas, cause the 

eye to pause, or complete a scene before beginning the next. 

Perhaps his inclusion into contracts, ‘With a poet’s feeling and 

painter’s eye’, reflected not only his promise but his achievement.

Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown completed the revolution in garden 

design. Geometry no longer dictated the shape of gardens.

As the English landscape garden was being defined, and the 

landed gentry was being joined by an aspiring wealthy merchant 

and professional class, Britain’s territories were expanding with 

Australia added to the Empire just five years before Brown’s 

death. His landscape values and the idea of the ‘gentleman’s 

estate’ were fresh in the minds of the settlers, having a profound 

effect on how an Australian vision would evolve and how its 

landscapes would be changed forever. In our next article we will 

explore this further.

Reference: Clifford, D. (1966)  A History of Garden Design. Faber 

and Faber Limited, London.

evolution
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from the president

classes
Term 4, 2014 will start in the week 

beginning Saturday 11 October.

Classes will be held:

evenings: tuesdays and 

thursdays

Daytime: Mondays, 

Wednesdays and saturdays

(two sessions each day 2.5hr) 

Thursdays and Sundays  

(one 2.5hr session each)  

Fridays (one 3hr session)

2.5hr classes:  $305 inc Gst

 Friends:  $250 inc Gst

3hr classes:  $350 inc Gst

 Friends:  $295 inc Gst

We strongly recommend that 

students without prior experience 

in botanical illustration complete 

a Beginners’ Workshop before 

entering Term classes.

all classes and workshops will be held in the whirling room studio, obsErvatory gatE.         

for bookings and further information, please contact the friends’ office on 9650 6398 or as advised.

Workshops

All workshops will include morning 

and afternoon tea but not lunch. 

beginners’ workshop

with dianne Emery

Monday 22, Wednesday 24, 

thursday 25  

and Friday 26 september

10 am to 4 pm

cost:  $349      Friends $295

This intensive four-day course 

provides an introduction to 

botanical art via pencil and 

watercolour. Students will begin to 

develop skills in outline drawing, 

foreshortening, tonal work and 

rendering of surfaces, basic 

colour work and paint application.

The cost includes equipment 

to be used during the workshop 

– drawing materials, paint, 

watercolour paper and brushes.

Taxidermic models of Tyto alba, Native Barn Owls, which will serve as the subjects of Mali 
Moir’s October workshop.

draw beautiful native 
barn owls

Up close and Personal

with mali moir

Wednesday 8, thursday 9, 

and Friday 10 october

10 am to 4 pm

cost:  $355      Friends $300

Bookings open 4 September.

PLACES ARE STRICTLY LIMITED.

This workshop provides an 

opportunity to examine the 

structure and form of these birds 

at close range, observing the 

detail of their wings and feathers. 

Students will be able to work in the 

medium of their choice, but Mali 

suggests that graphite, coloured 

pencils, black charcoal and 

coloured conte would be good 

choices when starting to draw 

owls from a 3D model. Students 

may also decide to fill a book with 

working sketches or settle down 

to create a finished work of art. 

Mali also recommends bringing a 

camera to record the owls’ poses 

and suggests that downloading 

the iPad app Camera Lucida 

would be helpful.

Students enrolling for this 

workshop should be at an 

intermediate to advanced level.

the Art of Botanical Illustration exhibition
25 October – 9 November

Preparation, planning and painting for The Art of Botanical Illustration 

exhibition are well underway. Applications closed on August 15, 

and the selection process by an invited and experienced panel of 

four takes place in the first week of September. Approximately 150 

paintings will be selected for hanging.

This biennial exhibition – our twelfth – has become a must-see 

event for a wide variety of enthusiasts: art lovers, plant lovers and 

those who appreciate excellent work at the highest level. Framed 

and unframed works will be for sale as well as cards and calendars.

Members are reminded to bring their membership cards with 

them in order to receive discounts on Friends’ cards and calendars.

There will be guided tours by experienced botanical artists 

on a couple of occasions (please see Events pages), and 

demonstrations in the techniques of botanical art will be held 

by some of the artists, who will also be available to answer 

questions from visitors to the exhibition.

Featured also at the exhibition will be some artists’ 

sketchbooks. These sketchbooks provide an insight into the 

artistic process that eventually leads to the finished art works.

We will be holding a People’s Choice prize, allowing the public 

to vote for their favourite work, and there will be some excellent 

raffle prizes as well. Please mark this event in your diary as ‘not-

to-be-missed’.    

    Joanna Brownell

At left: Joanna Hunsyuk Kim’s artwork, Ananas nanus – Miniature Pineapple, part of which features as 
this year’s advertising logo for the exhibition. The work is rendered in pencil and watercolour.

illustrators
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from the gardens

Whirlybirds
The Whirlybirds meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays in the 

Whirling Room studio.

At present most artists are working towards completing 

Botanical studies for selection in The Art of Botanical Illustration 

2014 Exhibition. The exhibition will run from 25 October to 9 

November at Domain House.

If you are a member of the Friends and interested in joining 

either group please contact Sandra Sanger on 9598 9532.

2014 Margaret Flockton Award 

The Margaret Flockton Award for excellence in scientific 

illustration was held in the Joseph Maiden Theatre, Royal Botanic 

Gardens, Sydney, from 24 May – 15 June, to coincide with the 

Botanica – The Art of Seduction exhibition. The choice of the Maiden 

Theatre was particularly significant as it is the very room where 

Margaret Flockton worked with Joseph Maiden a century ago.

Margaret Flockton (1861-1953) was a botanical artist who was 

particularly noted for illustrating The Forest Flora of New South Wales 

and A Critical Revision of the Genus Eucalyptus and the Genus 

Opuntia, both by botanist and forester Joseph Henry Maiden.

The Foundation and Friends of the Botanic Gardens, together 

with the Maple Brown family, sponsor the annual award and 

exhibition. This scientific illustration is both an art form and a method 

of transmitting scientific information, which is understood by botanists 

worldwide regardless of language barriers. The award attracts entries 

from many overseas countries as well as Australia.

Congratulations to all winners, among whom were two 

members of Melbourne FRBG.  

The 2014 winners were:

1st prize     Lucy Smith from Kew, UK, for Nepenthes petiolata 

2nd prize    Edmundo Saavedra Vidal, Mexico, for Taraxacum officinale  

Highly Commended:

     Edmundo Saavedra Vidal for Alvaradoa amorphoides

     Sandra Sanger from Victoria, Australia for Couroupita guianensis (pictured above)

     Pauline Dewar from Victoria, Australia for Pterostylis curta (pictured left)

     Klei Sousa from Brazil for Spirotheca passiflorides 

     Susana Souza from Brazil for Anthurium sp. nov. ined

Please note: The painting of a Leucodendron featured on these pages of the last issue of 
Botanic News was in fact painted by Karen White, not Kate Nolan as printed.

illustrators



18  Botan ic  News  /  sp r ing  ‘14

from the president

Arboriculture – De-coning the Bunya-Bunya 

Pines  

by Will Jones, curator, Arboriculture

the Araucaria bidwillii, or Bunya Bunya Pine, is a 

magnificent coniferous tree dating back to the Mesozoic 

era (252-66 million years Bc). seen in silhouette the 

species is quite striking, and would look right at home in a 

prehistoric landscape filled with foraging Iguanodons and 

carnivorous Megalosaurs.

Historically abundant in large groves or as emergent 

specimens in South-east Queensland, the trees are now found 

in large numbers only in the Bunya Mountains, west of Brisbane.

The Bunya Bunyas were considered sacred by many different 

groups of indigenous people. Festivals were held where 

thousands attended, having travelled to the Bunya Mountains 

from as far afield as Charleville, Dubbo and Bundaberg, to 

gather together and feast on the cones. Ceremonies were 

conducted, marriages were arranged, disputes were settled and 

trading occurred at these festivals, which are said to have lasted 

months. The species produces cones approximately once every 

3 years, growing to be as large as footballs. Considered a rite 

of passage, young males were tasked with climbing the trees 

naked, to retrieve the cones from the upper reaches of the 

canopies. Having climbed these trees myself (fully-clothed, mind 

you), and felt the sharp spikes piercing my hands, legs, neck, 

back, arms and just about every part of my body, I can imagine 

how for a young Aboriginal male at the time, looking up at the 

cones from the base of these prickly 35-40m trees, the prospect 

of climbing the tree would have seemed a daunting proposition. 

With 18 Bunyas in the Gardens, de-coning them is always quite 

an operation for the Arboriculture (Arb) team. The cones can weigh 

up to 7 kg, so the crew tries to eliminate the risk of cones falling 

in public areas each coning season. This year was particularly 

involved as it appears it was a mast year (a year in which many 

more cones are produced than usual), with many trees producing 

upwards of 30 to 60 cones. One tree that was de-coned on 

Hopetoun Lawn had 126 cones removed from its canopy.

Before climbing each tree, an inspection was performed from 

the ground using binoculars. Spotting cones through binoculars 

proved difficult, due to the density of the branches, and the 

resultant lack of light in the canopy. After seeing 5-10 from the 

ground, we were regularly finding that we had identified only a 

small proportion of the cones in the canopy.

Scaling the trees involved considerable improvisation from 

the climbers. In the lower sections of the tree (ground to approx. 

10m) the techniques used were more akin to rock climbing than 

Below: Sixty-two cones from one tree.

Above right: The ladder of branches the arborists had to climb.

At right: Peter Berbee, fifteen metres above the ground.

from the rbg
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tree climbing, with the climber having to be careful to select 

sturdy footholds and hand holds to progress up the trunk. Once 

the lower branches are reached, the climb becomes a little 

easier, as they form a makeshift ladder up the trunk to the cones 

at the top of the canopy. This ‘ladder’ however, is very confined, 

requires a lot of twisting and turning, and is covered in very 

strong spikes that will easily push through clothing and leather 

gloves. In some of the more heavily branched trees, the climb to 

the top took almost an hour.

With no path through the densely whorled branches (and 

spikes) at the top of the crown, the climbers made use of a 

long pole to knock the cones off their 

stems. The cones would then pinball 

down through the branches some 30-odd 

metres to the ground below. Many of the 

Bunyas in the Gardens are planted on 

slopes, and as such one of three things 

would happen when the cones hit the 

ground. They would a) disintegrate on 

impact (if they were over-ripe), b) thud 

into softer ground or c) land on hard 

ground and proceed to bounce and 

accelerate off down the hill. To combat 

result c, the Arb crew installed staggered 

rubber mesh fences (similar to avalanche 

fences on mountain slopes) downhill from 

the trunk to catch the runaway cones.

At left: The scale-like spikes 
in the upper canopy.

Below: Looking down 
through the canopy to 
Princes Lawn below.

Photos for this ar ticle 
provided by Will Jones.

All 18 trees in the Gardens were inspected, with 11 being 

climbed this coning season (the remaining seven being well 

away from public areas). The record harvest was 126 cones from 

one tree, and 452 cones were collected in total. The cones were 

used by staff for baking (drying out the cones and grinding them 

produces very usable flour); by local artisans for artistic displays; 

and by Botanic art classes across Melbourne.

It was a challenging task for all concerned, and thanks go 

to Peter Berbee (Arborist), James Shugg (Arborist), Natalie 

Simmons (Horticultural Technician) and Tim Wall (Horticultural 

Technician) for literally putting their bodies on the line.

 horticultural staff
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september
 
9 Illustrated Talk – Jill Burness

21 PCC Sunday Open Day – 10 am to 3 pm

22 Beginners’ Workshop – Dianne Emery

24 PCC – Papermaking for Kids workshop over 2 days 

25 New Members’ Welcome 

october
 

7 Fit Friends’ Ramble – Maranoa Gardens 

8 Painting Barn Owls – Mali Moir

10 Talking Plants – Flower Arranging

11 Term 4 Classes commence

14 Book Launch – Tim Entwisle

18 PCC Natural Dye Workshop – Traditional Shibori, Day 1

18 Spring Plant Sale – 10 am to 4 pm

19 Spring Plant Sale – 10 am to 3 pm

19 PCC Sunday Open Day – 10 am to 3 pm

21 Insiders’ Walk – History of the Tan

22 Day Trip – self-drive to Alowyn Gardens

24 TABI Opening 

25 PCC Natural Dye Workshop – Traditional Shibori, Day 2

28 TABI – Guided Tour 1

29 Illustrated Talk - Andrew Laidlaw/Peter Symes 

  
november
 

6 TABI – Guided Tour 2

15 PCC Indigo Dipping Day - 10.30 am – 12.30 pm

16 PCC Sunday Open Day – 10 am to 3 pm

17 Annual General Meeting – 5.30pm

26 Friends’ Cocktail Party – 6 pm 

December

12 Friday Plant Sale – 8.30 am to 1 pm
 

Note: The Friends’ Inclement Weather Policy states that outdoor events may 
be cancelled and the Nursery will not be open for sales if the temperature is 
predicted to be 33ºC or above.

The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne, Inc. complies with the 
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