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The Art of Botanical Illustration Exhibition 
19 September – 31 December 2020

The 15th Biennial Exhibition of The Art of Botanical Illustration will be delivered 
in 2020 as a virtual exhibition due to the restrictions surrounding COVID-19. 

The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne (FRBGM) strongly 
believe it is vital to present The Art of Botanical Illustration (TABI) 2020, one of 
Australia’s leading botanical illustration exhibitions, to support the work of 
nationally and internationally based botanical artists. 

To host an online exhibition necessitates the need for some changes and we 
hope all artists, sponsors and supporters will continue their involvement. 

A new website is currently being developed, which will ensure the virtual 
exhibition is presented in a professional, user-friendly format allowing visitors 
to easily view and purchase artwork. 

The conditions of entry for TABI 2020 are different to previous years due to the 
digital delivery of the exhibition therefore we encourage you to carefully read 
the following. If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us on 
botanicexhibitions@frbgmelb.org.au 

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY 

1. Entry forms, fee & closing date

The entry form for The Art of Botanical Illustration 2020 is available here. 

Once the entry form is completed, digital images of the artwork must be 
uploaded to Dropbox in the format specified below. 

A selection process will still take place and an entry fee of $10 per selected 
artwork will be charged. Details for payment of the entry fee will be provided on 
selection. 

2. Membership

Exhibitors, if selected, must be financial members of the Friends of the Royal 
Botanic Gardens Melbourne Inc. (FRBGM) 

3. Size / medium / number of works

Artworks may be in any size or medium, including 3D, however no computer-
generated images are permitted.  

Artists may submit up to three (3) works for selection. 

mailto:botanicexhibitions@frbgmelb.org.au
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfVX3XnvpRorNKhK08CkZ7PwEh0D1nIQrHLV3v2kp7FBb8W5Q/viewform
https://www.dropbox.com/request/HrTFhI5SYiw3ScGOGG4W
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4. Digital images

Images of artwork must be submitted to the selection panel in a high-resolution, 
professional format. To enable judges to compare artworks it is essential to use 
high quality digital files, i.e. 300 dpi JPG or TFF file with 25cm on longest edge. 

For the purposes of website publication however, we will convert images to a 
lower resolution format to preserve copyright.  

5. Style

In addition to conventional botanical illustration, the selection panel will be 
asked to consider works that may go outside traditional “botanical illustration”.  

Accuracy and fine detail will still be vital, but cropping/enlargement, background 
colour and detail, and innovative compositions are encouraged.  

6. Botanical requirements

All works must be of botanical subjects (or part thereof) and should represent 
the form and botanical characteristics of the chosen subject.  

Inclusion of pollinators is acceptable if they play a minor role in the painting. 

Full botanical name and cultivar of the plant and scientific name of any 
pollinator, if applicable, must be noted in the submitted information but 
need not be included on the artwork itself.  In naming, please observe 
taxonomic nomenclature. 

7. Authenticity and date

Each entry must be the original and sole work of the artist and must have been 
produced since The Art of Botanical Illustration exhibition held 2018. 

8. Exhibition Sales

All works must be for sale. Prices must include GST (where artist is GST 
registered) and the inclusive 33% commission.  

Sales will be processed and noted as sold on the website as they occur. 

Purchasers must pay cost of freight, insurance etc, as arranged with the artist. 
That is, after the sale, the purchaser and artist must liaise to arrange postage 
including costs which the purchaser must pay directly to the artist.  

9. Media promotion, online events etc.

The FRBGM may reproduce images of selected artworks, for marketing 
purposes only, in any suitable medium (digital or print).   
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Selected artists are encouraged to submit video clips, talks, demonstrations, 
preliminary sketches etc for use online. Videos should be 90 sec to two (2) 
minutes maximum. 

Key Dates 2020  

9 August, 11.59pm: Deadline for entry forms and images to be 

submitted. 

17 – 31 August:   Selection panel deliberates.  

1 September:  Artists informed by email of results of selection 

process. 

19 Sep – 31 December:  Exhibition live online. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

What if I cannot find the scientific name for the plant I want to paint? 

The exhibition aims to combine the best botanical art with a scientific focus. In 
the past, botanists from the National Herbarium of Victoria were able to help 
artists with identification of plant material. Artists should research their plant 
subjects beforehand to determine whether correct botanical names can be 
obtained. Selectors will not accept paintings without correct nomenclature. 

Do I have to name the plant on the painting itself? 

No, but it is important that this information be correctly provided in the entry 
form.  

Do I have to name any animals (such as insects) which I have included 
in the painting? 

Yes. All species included in the painting must be scientifically named in the title. 

What happens if I forget to put in an entry form on time? 

Don’t forget!  Reminders are sent to artists on the artists email list – if you 
require a reminder, contact botanicexhibitions@frbgmelb.org.au 

Preparing for selection is a very time-consuming task for the Committee. All the 
data from the entry forms and the digital images must be organised and 
reproduced for the selection panel to view. As a result, any forms not received 
by the due date cannot be accepted. 

Is there a size limit for paintings? 

For the 2020 exhibition, there will be no size limit – but the number of artworks 
each artist can submit for selection has been reduced to three (3). 

If my work is not selected, can I find out why? 

No. Our very experienced and professional selection panel are volunteers. The 
panel consists of an established artist, a collector of botanical art (and previous 
librarian of the National Herbarium of Victoria) and a botanist, who will scrutinise 
each artwork for botanical accuracy and nomenclature. They choose artworks 
according to the selection criteria outlined in the conditions of entry. In addition, 
they aim to select a wide variety of subjects and attempt to include as many 
artists as possible; their decision is final. 

Can I submit a pair/trio etc. set of paintings as one work? 

No. Artists can submit up to three works in total. That means three individual 
works in three separate images. A ‘pair’ or triptych etc. can be submitted but 
each individual work counts as one of the three and there is no guarantee that 
all of the individual parts will be selected. The only way to guarantee a pair or 
triptych is kept together is to put them into the one image, that will count as a 
single entry. 
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How do I cost my work? 

In previous TABI’s artists basically used a third system - for artistic work , for 
framing and for commission to set their price. 

The 2020 TABI will require changes to this formula. 33% commission to the 
FRBGM, we are encouraging unframed works but if already framed or mounted 
factor that cost in. Spend some time working out a variety of packaging 
materials to enable safe handling of your artwork and include this cost. Include 
your artistic time but do not  undervalue your professional work. 

DO NOT include postage, freight, courier or similar costs as these will be paid 
directly to you by the purchaser when you negotiate with each other after the 
sale of your artwork. 

How will the online exhibition work?  

Once the selectors have chosen the artworks to be displayed, low resolution 
versions will be generated and posted online along with identifying information 
including title, artist name, medium, size, price and any comment that was 
included in the entry form. 

Purchasers will click on a work to add it to a cart and then purchase the work 
via the Friends online store. 

Artists will be notified that their work has been sold and it will also be noted on 
the website. 

The purchaser’s contact information will be sent to the artist and it is the 
responsibility of the artist to contact the purchaser and arrange delivery. The 
purchaser is required to pay for any postage, insurance or courier costs. 

How are my images protected from online copyright infringements? 

Only low-resolution images will be placed online. Alternatively, if high resolution 
images are used, visitors to the website will be blocked from downloading 
imagery.  

How do I ensure my digital scan is high enough quality?  

Digital scans need to be high resolution, so selectors have the best opportunity 
to evaluate the works. 

Scans should be at 300dpi and a maximum size of 25 cm or 10 inches on the 
longest side. This gives an appropriate balance between being able to zoom in 
on the work and not have too large a file size. 

Any reputable scanning company should be able to produce an image to this 
specification. 
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Where can I get my worked scanned and what are the costs involved? 

The following is a list of known scanners who are still operating in Melbourne 
during COVID-19 restrictions.  

• Karl Stamer, Lantern Printing, Canterbury Rd, Middle Park, VIC 
0402205006 – by appointment; 

• James Carver, ACME et al, Pinnacle La, Steels Creek VIC 
(03) 9730 1552 info@acme-etal.com – by appointment; 

• Thirds Fine Art Printing, 7 Black St, Brunswick VIC 3056 
(03) 9489 5615 thirdsprinting@gmail.com 
Cost: $15 for up to A4, $25 for between A4-A3 in size; 

• Matthew Stanton, Factory 52/327 Mansfield St, Thornbury VIC 
0430 023 734  hi@mstanton.com http://mstanton.co 
Cost: Minimum $75 per artwork (depending on the size of the artwork). 

Do I still need to take out insurance? 

That is a decision to be made between purchaser and artist.  

 

mailto:info@acme-etal.com
mailto:thirdsprinting@gmail.com
mailto:hi@mstanton.com
http://mstanton.co/
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