
$5.00 incl GST

  Arid Garden Refurbishment  Plant Biosecurity

  Season’s Greetings to all our Members 

Summer 2019 - 20 





IN THIS ISSUE
6      From the Gardens

8     Volunteer Profile

9   Growing Friends 

12  Research Report

14  Events

18   Plant Crafts

19     Illustrators

22    Photo Group

24 			 	 Friends’	Calendar

PAGE 12

PAGE 19

PAGE 22

The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Melbourne Inc.was formed to stimulate 
further interest in the Gardens and the 
National Herbarium and to support and 

assist them whenever possible.

Friends’	Office
Jill Scown

Karlene Taylor

Georgina Ponce de

Leon Huerta 

Botanic News

ISSN 08170-650

Editor

Meg Miller 

E: editor.botnews@

frbgmelb.org.au

Graphic Designer

Andrea Gualteros

eNEWS

Editor

Victoria English

Jill Scown

E: editorfrbg@gmail.com

Printer

Design to Print Solutions

Printed on  

100 per cent Australian 

recycled paper 

Print Post Approved 

PP 345842/10025 

A12827T

Advertising

Full and half page inside 

front and back covers 

are avalaible. Single 

DL inserts will also be 

accepted.

Cover Image

Tim Barker

Gate Lodge,  

100 Birdwood Avenue,  

Melbourne Vic 3004

T: (03) 9650 6398 

ABN 43 438 335 331

Patron

The Honourable  

Linda Dessau AC 

Governor of Victoria

President

Mary Ward

Vice-Presidents

Lynsey Poore 

Catherine Trinca

Secretary

Adnan Mansour

Treasurer

Mark Anderson

Council

Prof. Tim Entwisle

Sue Foran

Peter Kelly

Dr Richard Kirsner

Meg Miller 

Nicola Rollerson

Conveners

Botanical Illustrators
Sue Foran

Events

Catherine Trinca

Growing Friends

Michael Hare

Helping Hands

Sue Goodluck

Membership/Marketing

Nicola Rollerson

Photo Group

John Harrison

Plant Craft Cottage

Jeanette Carter

Christina Gebhardt

Volunteers

Jennifer Ure

Friends’	Trust	Fund
Peter Griffin AM
William Jones

Peter Kelly

Janet Thomson OAM

Catherine Trinca

© 2019-20 Botanic News FRBG Melbourne 

E: friends@frbgmelb.org.au

W: rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

: @friendsrbgmelb

: @friendsroyalbotanicgardensmelb



4   Botan ic  News  Summer ‘19 - ’20

Spring in the 
Melbourne Gardens

1: Tim Barker

2. Jane Bennet

3. Coula Panagis

4. Anne Peterson

5. Diana Barrie

1

2

3

4

5

I hope you are all enjoying our new look Botanic News. It 

is a real testament to everyone involved in its production. 

Congratulations! Now, as we move into the summer 

months, we can look back on another busy year at the 

Friends. Very few achievements would be possible though, 

without the time and commitment of so many enthusiastic 

volunteers, so a big thank you goes out to each and every 

one of you. Without you, we simply could not continue to 

support the Melbourne Gardens so effectively. 

We have recently enjoyed the annual Art Exhibition 

and Spring Plant Sale. Congratulations to all the artists 

involved in the reFraming Nature Exhibition, to our two 

curators, Chiara Scafidi and Olivia Hutchinson, and to 
all the volunteers who were so important in making the 

exhibition a success. 

The Plant Sales continue to be a major drawcard and it 

is so encouraging to see the enthusiastic crowd of people 

coming in to restock their gardens, be it with a single plant 

or a trolley-load! So a big thank you to Michael Hare and 

his team for all their work, and to everyone who volunteered 

their time over the weekend. 

Have you been down to the Plant Craft Cottage to 

take advantage of the Creative Residency Project? It’s 

a wonderful opportunity to meet artists demonstrating a 

range of different skills. This program brings a whole new 

dimension to what goes on at the Cottage so be sure to visit, 

and also take time to enjoy the beautiful Cottage garden 

and serene atmosphere that surrounds the building. 

Our events this year have been full of exciting walks, 

talks, workshops and excursions. Thank you to everyone 

on the Events Committee.  

Our Cocktail Party on 28 November is being held at The 

Terrace and I look forward to sharing a beautiful late spring 

evening down by the Ornamental Lake with you, family 

and friends. Next year will again be full of opportunities to 

be informed, involved and entertained, all while enjoying 

the chance to engage with other members of the Friends 

and supporting our Melbourne Gardens.

Summer means Christmas. When looking for gifts for 

all the family, remember to check what we have in our 

shop. There are the ever popular cards and calendars 

showcasing our artists’ and photographers’ work, and 

also new products such as the beeswax wraps, perfect in 

helping to eliminate single-use plastic in the kitchen. And, 

very exciting, the superb Alphabotanical book is back by 

popular demand following a re-print. Also perfect for any 

time of year, a Growing Friends’ plant gift voucher or a Gift 

Membership to the Friends.

Finally, my thanks go to all the wonderful crew in Gate 

Lodge, and to the Friends’ Executive and Council, for all 

their support over the past year. To all members, Seasons 

Greetings and Happy New Year; we look forward to seeing 

you out and about in the Gardens in 2020.

 

Mary Ward

from the president
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Vale John Goodwin 
1944 - 2019

Friends’ Council where he served in 

both capacities until his retirement at 

the end of 2015 due to ill-health.

Past President, Janet Thomson, 

remembers John’s introduction to 

the Sales Tent at the Plant Sale and 

says, ‘He certainly was a committed 

volunteer and an excellent Volunteer 

Co-ordinator. I preceded him as 

Volunteer Co-ordinator and remember 

well when as a new volunteer he 

offered to help in the Sales Tent at a 

Growing Friends’ sale. I knew he was 

a former banker and it was with some 

embarrassment that I had to explain 

that we used old cake tins for the 

cash!  It didn’t take many sales before 

he’d smartened up our system.’

Past Treasurer Maurice Castro 

said, ‘He helped me considerably 

when I worked to organise The Eternal 

Order in Nature Art Exhibition which 

ran to coincide with the twenty-third 

International Botanical Congress 

held in Melbourne in July 2011. 

Professor David Mabberley, the 

then newly-appointed Director of the 

Sydney Botanic Gardens, opened the 

exhibition which was a success. John 

helped me with several of the many 

demanding tasks in organising such 

an event (e.g. the hire of tents, chairs, 

glasses, lights and speakers), for 

which we were all very grateful.’

Secretary Adnan Mansour said 

of John: ‘From my point of view, 

John was a strong and dedicated 

supporter of the Friends, so skilful 

in recruiting volunteers at new 

members’ welcome functions and 

above all, he was a real gentleman, 

and always calm.’

Past secretary Richard Smith said, 

‘John was a great help to me and to 

Virginia when the office was under 
considerable pressure because of 

proposed changes to the Trust Deed 

and to the Rules of the Friends. The 

reviews he undertook enabled us to 

expand the number of volunteers 

and their range of activities to 

relieve some of the pressures in 

the office. I recall that together with 
Susan Chandler he also worked 

with the illustrators to streamline the 

financial procedures for the biennial 
exhibitions. I think that at one stage 

he was coordinating the activities 

of some 250 volunteers. He was 

certainly a valuable and constructive 

contributor as a Council and 

Operations Committee member and 

I would have liked him to continue 

for longer in those roles. Perhaps 

what I recall best about John was his 

good humour and ability to persuade 

others of the value of the changes he 

recommended’.

Photo: Dr Richard Kirsner

Climate Change Alliance of
Botanic Gardens
The Climate Change Alliance of 

Botanic Gardens brings together 

botanic organisations and friends 

to take action to protect and enable 

adaptation of botanic landscapes in a 

changing climate. By working together, 

we can protect our treasured botanic 

landscapes. The time for action is now.

Why a Climate Change Alliance?

“In the next 50 years, 20–50% of current 

plant species in botanic gardens and 

urban landscapes will likely confront 

temperatures those species have never 

experienced before.”

– Dr Dave Kendal, Senior Lecturer in

Environmental Management, University of 

Tasmania

In December 2018, at the inaugural 

botanic gardens Climate Change 

Summit in Melbourne, the following 

declaration was made:

‘Climate Change is happening 

now. As a consequence, the issues 

our world faces are unprecedented 

and borderless. The world’s botanic 

gardens are custodians of critically 

needed scientific and horticultural 

knowledge, and their landscapes a 

source of inspiration, learning and a 

place for positive social change. 

Our Climate Change Alliance of 

Botanic Gardens will be the voice 

of committed botanic gardens from 

around the globe. Together we will 

address the impacts of climate 

change on plants and landscapes, 

and increase our capacity to save 

lives and this planet. Through this 

Alliance, botanic gardens and 

likeminded organisations across the 

globe are uniting to safeguard our 

planet through resilient landscapes. 

We, the gardeners of the world, say 

the time for action is NOW.’

The preceding information can be 

found on the RBGV website at rbg.

vic.gov.au, then by clicking on the 

heading ’Plants & Landscapes’, then 

the last item in the list under this 

heading ‘Climate Change Alliance’.

In the near future, the group 

will also encourage Friends of the 

Alliance, scientists, horticulturists and 

other professionals, to join.. Small and 

large botanical gardens and arboreta 

are part of the growing network. Each 

is taking steps to engage their local 

communities and address the effects 

of climate change on our plants. 

The more organisations that join, the 

greater the impact we can have.

In its own way this group is quietly 

doing its bit by contributing positively 

to mitigation of climate change and 

this has all occurred as a result of 

sharing a big idea at the inaugural 

Climate Change Summit in Melbourne.

John Goodwin joined the Friends in 

November 2004 and initially became 

interested in giving his time as a 

volunteer by helping at the half-yearly  

Growing Friends’ Plant Sales. With 

his previous banking experiences 

and associated administrative skills 

he was always happy to assist the 

administration staff in a review of the 

office layout and procedures, which 
continued over some months. 

John then brought his depth of 

knowledge and energy to both the 

role of Volunteer Convener and to the 

members
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Arid Garden 
Redevelopment
The Arid Garden near Gate C has been 

in desperate need of redevelopment 

for a long time now. The tremendous 

success of the adjacent Guilfoyle’s 

Volcano landscape has further 

highlighted the tired design, lacklustre 

landscaping and uninviting nature of 

this garden. Collection Curator, Bret 

Pritchard, has done a stellar job over 

the years in developing the planting 

pallettes, but this garden needs a big 

makeover to provide a contemporary 

setting for the outstanding plant 

collection.

The current Arid Garden dates 

from 1946 following removal of the 

Palm House in 1945, with a theme 

of arid plantings in this area since 

Guilfoyle’s time in the late 19th century.  

However, an overplanting of trees 

in the surrounding Liriodendron bed 

has created poor growing conditions 

for many of the open aspect, sun-

loving plants. Episodes of plant theft 

and vandalism have also blighted the 

garden and its development over the 

years. 

Redesign of the Arid Garden was 

initially flagged over 20 years ago 
in the 1997 Melbourne Gardens 

Master Plan, but numerous projects 

such as the Perennial border, Long 

Island, The Ian Potter Foundation 

Children’s Garden, Working Wetlands, 

Guilfoyle’s Volcano and most recently 

the Fern Gully have continued to 

leapfrog it. But now, with generous 

donor support, the time for a new Arid 

Garden is here with plant removals in 

full swing and a completion date of 

autumn 2020.

Looking at this project during our 

recent Master Planning process, an 

exciting opportunity emerged to take 

a precinct approach with a much 

larger footprint, much like the Fern 

Gully restoration project that included 

numerous elements. This precinct will 

be known as the Arid & Drylands 

Precinct and will encompass the 

Arid Garden, Guilfoyle’s Volcano, the 

recently restored Tecoma Pavilion, 

California Collection, Eucalypt Lawn 

and Gates C and D. This multi-phase 

approach allows us to stagger the 

works and package the project 

elements in a more manageable way.

Through our Master Plan and 

Landscape Succession Strategy, 

RBGV aims to play a leadership role 

in designing landscapes that respond 

to a changing climate and a more 

extensive and contemporary Arid 

Precinct is just one way in which we 

can achieve this. Andrew Laidlaw, 

Landscape Architect at Melbourne 

Gardens has been developing 

ways  to enliven and reinvigorate the 

area in a contemporary way while 

being sympathetic to the Guilfoyle 

landscape. 

The new Arid Garden will feature 

multiple entrances and tiered planting 

to create an open, expansive feel 

and provide better connections to 

the surrounding lawns, Tecoma 

Pavilion and Guilfoyle’s Volcano and 

to capture expansive views across 

Eastern Lawn to the city skyline.  

A strong planting theme on the 

botanical richness of arid plants will 

be evident throughout the garden 

with a specific focus on the Fields 
Collection – an acquired collection The	Fields	collection		in	the	Melbourne	Gardens’	nursery.	Photo:	Chris	Cole

Historic	photo	of	the	Blossfield	expedition.

from the gardens
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The refurbished Tecoma Pavilion. Photo:		Chris	Cole.

of South American cacti and 

succulents, originally collected during 

an expedition led by German-born 

botanist and plant collector, Harry 

Blossfeld in the late 1930s.  On the 

promise of obtaining over 1,000 plants, 

Ralph Fields, a founding member and 

Patron of the Cacti and Succulent 

Society of Australia, paid for a place 

on the Blossfeld expedition. Despite 

the long, slow journey from South 

America the plants arrived in Australia 

in good condition.  Ralph and his 

son Robert Fields maintained the 

collection at their home in Tennyson, 

just outside Echuca until 2016 when 

Robert donated the material to RBGV. 

The Fields Collection is an invaluable 

example of a well-established and 

documented collection of unusual and 

rare plant material and will form the 

centrepiece for the new Arid Garden. 

Chris Cole

Executive	Director
Melbourne Gardens

Site	of	Arid	Garden	redesign.		Photo:	Chris	Cole

Aloe	flower.			Photo:	John	Harrison

 from the gardens
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‘To	be	a	Friend	is	
reward in itself, 

but there are other 

benefits	such	as	
lectures, guided 

tours, special visits 

and	events.’
David Churchill, Director 

and Government 

Botanist, writing in the 

first	Friends’	newsletter	. 
No	1,	July	1982.

Ruth and Jane in the 
Gate	Lodge	garden. 
Photo: Jennifer Ure

Volunteer	Profiles	–	Ruth	
Flett and Jane Stevens
With help only now and then over the 

past two years, Ruth Flett has undertaken 

garden maintenance around the Friends’ 

Office at Gate Lodge. Now she is excited 
to have new volunteer, Jane Stevens, join 

her and share the tasks. Already they 

have formed a dynamic team and with 

great enthusiasm gardened at their first 
session together. Here is their story:

Ruth’s childhood home was on 

a wheat farm in the northern part of 

the Wimmera, between the towns of 

Donald and Minyip. The important 

factors for farming – as for any garden 

large or small – are the type of soil 

and its fertility, the climate’s seasonal 

weather and timely rainfall. The home 

garden (such as the orchard, the 

vegetable garden and shade tree) 

was the source of most of the food for 

the family. Ruth remembers gardening 

alongside her father, tending to the 

vegetables, vines and fruit trees.

Ruth’s first full-time job was in the 
Donald High School office. Four years 

later, upon moving to the city, she took 

up a book-keeping role at Blackburn 

High School and worked there for 

about twenty years. Ruth remembers 

pruning the BHS rose garden on more 

than one occasion. 

After retiring, Ruth became one of the 

large group of Friends’ volunteers who 

mailed out the quarterly magazine. After 

moving to Queens Road and having only 

pot plants on a balcony, Ruth was very 

happy to volunteer for the advertised 

position at Gate Lodge garden. She 

said, ‘It was something I could do and 

enjoy. The role of maintenance gardener 

suited me perfectly.’

Likewise, Jane Stevens has a 

passion for gardening. For the first 
time in a while, Jane has free time. 

She says, ‘The opportunity to garden 

with Ruth is a great chance to pursue 

my interest in gardening. What better 

place than at the Melbourne Gardens’.

Jane, too, grew up on a farm, but in 

Tasmania with horses and cattle. Jane 

attributes her interest in gardening and 

love of outdoors to her grandmother, 

who had a huge fruit and vegetable 

garden. She moved to Melbourne 

during primary school and her first 
job was as mail out girl for a chartered 

accountant. But her love of outdoors 

led her to move north to Queensland 

and beyond, becoming a jack of all 

trades, even a brickie’s labourer.

However, Jane missed the 

seasons and eventually came back 

to Melbourne where she worked 

in sales and the Abbotsfor antique 

business of restoring chandeliers 

and kerosene lamps. Jane now has 

time to pursue her gardening passion 

including landscaping her mother’s 

garden at Werribee South. She says, 

‘I have always loved gardening and I 

am blessed with having the Botanic 

Gardens close by – it’s good for the 

soul and satisfies my love of the open 
air while living in the city.’

If you are interested in garden 

maintenance at the Melbourne Gardens 

or would love to get involved in other 

ways, contact the Friends at 03 9650 

6398 or rbgfriendsmelbourne.org.
Jennifer Ure, 

Friends’	Volunteer	Convenor

volunteer profiles
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Photo: Michael Hare

NURSERY SALE DATES

Autumn Plant Sale 18 - 19 April, 2020.

NURSERY	OPEN	DAYS
The Nursery will reopen after the 

Spring Sale on15 November.

    The Nursery will be closed over 

Christmas from 20 December until  

11 January 2020 inclusive and re-

member that the Nursery is closed 

on days of inclement weather, that is, 

when the temperature is predicted to 

be 330 C or above.

Don’t forget to bring your carry 

bags and Membership card.

GRAFTING	DEMONSTRATION
In August the Nursery was the venue 

for a demonstration of plant grafting. 

Craig Castree, from Werribee Heritage 

Orchard, explained that two of the main 

reasons for using  grafting were to:-

• provide a strong root system 

for an otherwise weak or slow- 

growing species;

• provide more than one variety of a 

particular fruit (e.g. apple), or flower 
(e.g. camellia), on a single plant.

Craig showed how to perform the 

more common grafts: cleft, whip and 

bud. He pointed out that to achieve 

a successful graft sharp and clean 

equipment is necessary, that the 

cambium layer of the scion and 

rootstock must be aligned and that 

the joint must be sealed. While the 

number of people participating was 

restricted by the space available, 

those who attended were well pleased 

with the knowledge they had gained.  

Photo: Michael Hare

Rhododendron	graft	sprouting	successfully.	Photo:	Michael	Hare

growing friends
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PLANT	SALE	REPORT
While the weather wasn’t marvellous, 

cloudy on both days and with a few 

brief showers on Saturday, the wide 

variety and rarity of the plants did 

attract customers particularly early 

on Saturday when the enthusiasts 

gathered around the plants on their 

wish lists. The steady stream of buyers 

continued throughout Saturday so 

that, bearing out the comment of one 

of the long time cashiers, ‘I’ve never 

been so busy’, a new benchmark 

was set for one day’s takings. On 

Sunday the buildup was slower but 

again there was a continuous flow 
of customers with the result that the 

Sale was a huge success grossing 

the highest total ever, almost $35,600.

This event would not be what 

it has become, a mecca for plant 

enthusiasts, without the help and 

support of the many volunteers who 

assist the Growing Friends before 

and over the weekend to make it 

so enjoyable and successful. 

Congratulations.

There was another significant record 
achieved at the Sale; four of the Growing 

Friends, Sharon Beaman, Jan Cheyne, 

Sandy Edlin and Lucille Strachan have 

each worked at sixty Plant Sales. 

Management received two 

messages after the weekend. The 

first came from a member of the 
RBGV staff who volunteered her 

services to help answer visitors’ 

gardening questions. It said,  

‘Congratulations Michael and 

everyone!  What a great result. So 

much hard work, skill and goodwill 

goes into each sale over the year/s.

It is joyous to see visitors of every 

age excited and happy to look at plants 

and buy them to create connection, 

beauty and hope in their worlds at 

home. The Growing Friends’ plant 

sales are truly community engagement 

at every level. You are all doing a great 

service to our world and the RBGV.’

The second message came from 

a visitor to the sale, and said, in part, 

‘I attended the 2019 Spring Friends 

of the Botanic Gardens’ Plant Sale, 

as I do most years. I love it and 

have proudly made a small garden 

due to the supply of plants and the 

enthusiastic advice from the group 

of volunteers called the Friends of 

the Botanic Gardens. I am writing to 

thank you for such a great community 

service and I would appreciate you 

passing on my thanks to the group.

 I realised it is way more than just 

me and my little garden. It is a smart, 

understated, yet highly influential way 
of showcasing the Botanic Gardens 

through this Friends of the Botanic 

Garden Group. Brilliant marketing at 

a grass roots level.’

Accolades like these go a long way 

to compensating for all the hard work 

of everyone involved.

Michael Hare, Convener

growing friends
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WHY	THE	BOXES	 
ARE	COLOUR-CODED
The most frequent question asked of 

Growing Friends is – ‘I have a sunny/

partly shady/full shade spot in my 

garden, what would you recommend?’ 

Alternatively, when discussing a 

potential acquisition with a buyer, we 

usually ask, ‘where are you planning to 

grow this plant?” It is disappointing or 

even frustrating to try to grow something 

exactly where it doesn’t want to be. 

No-one is happy with the outcome.

To assist with this gardening 

conundrum a colour code has been 

adopted for the past few Growing 

Friends’ sales. Boxes with a red 

tape are plants that need full sun 

to prosper; those with yellow tape 

are plants that prefer semi-shade; 

while plants with green tape are for 

shady conditions. We have found 

that it is very helpful for gardeners, 

once their circumstances have been 

established, to concentrate their 

investigations on plants that best suit 

their requirements.

Of course, there are few absolutes 

in gardening. Some plants that, for 

example, prefer full sun will also grow 

in semi-shade. This makes the colour-

coding, to some extent, more of an art 

than a science but it has proved to be a 

popular innovation and, from all reports, 

a great help in successful gardening.

Ken Barelli

Above left: An enthusiastic crowd 
gathered around the Clivea area in 

an attempt to add one of  
these sought-after plants  

to their collection.

Above right:  This Eastern Spinebill 
was too busy feeding to  

worry about buyers.

Facing page below: All plant  
groups are signposted.

Facing page above: Growing Friends 
Lucille and Shane help a customer.

Below:  Some of the buyers who 
braved the rain on Saturday, and the 
boxes which have green tape around 
them indicating that those plants are 

recommended for planting  
in shady conditions.

Photos:  Adnan Mansour

growing friends



12   Botan ic  News  Summer ‘19 - ’20

Raising Rarity
Testing the horticultural potential 

of	our	rare	and	threatened	flora	
A strong driver in plant conservation 

science is to identify species at risk of 

extinction and focus on conservation 

efforts for those most critically 

endangered to prevent further loss. 

This is no easy task. Many physiological 

processes, species distributions and 

ecosystem processes are already 

being affected by global warming 

worldwide1. And here in Australia 

there is documented evidence of 

changes at the species level, such 

as shifts in flowering time and effects 
on species’ health and abundance2. 

So caring about plant rarity and the 

steps involved to safeguard species 

becomes a complex issue. However, 

everyone can play a part, big or small, 

in caring for our flora. 
The Raising Rarity project seeks 

to raise awareness of the plight of 

wildflower species from ecosystems 
that are severely threatened by habitat 

loss, fragmentation and climate 

change by growing and displaying 

rare and threatened Victorian 

species in an accessible horticultural 

setting. Plants are grown by seed 

in containers and transplanted into 

the Research Garden plots located 

within the Australian Garden at Royal 

Botanic Gardens Victoria (RBGV) 

Cranbourne. We are working with 

rare species that we believe have the 

potential for use in horticulture. 

The project covers species 

originating from alpine habitats, 

swamps and wetlands, and drier 

heathlands and grasslands to ensure 

a diverse mix of plants. These 

include Argyrotegium nitidulum, 

Brachyscome tadgellii, Drabastrum 

alpestre, Leucochrysum albicans 

subsp. tricolor, Podolepis laciniata, 

Lobelia gelida, Xerochrysum palustre, 

Craspedia canens, Leptorrhynchos 

orientalis, Podolepis muelleri, 

Glycine latrobeana, Rutidosis 

leptorhynchoides, and Stylidium 

armeria subsp. pilosifolium.  There 

are some clear standout performers 

showing strong growth in containers 

and in-ground plantings such as 

the endangered grassland daisy 

Craspedia canens (above) and 

the vulnerable alpine endemic 

Brachyscome tadgellii (below).

This project is a collaborative effort 

involving colleagues from the RBGV, 

the Victorian Conservation Seedbank, 

The University of Melbourne and 

passionate volunteers, and is 

supported by the Friends of the RBGV 

Melbourne Gardens’ Helen McLellan 

Research Award and the Australian 

Flora Foundation. Volunteers have 

been instrumental to the success of 

the program and it is through their 

work that the RBGV was awarded the 

Protection of the Environment Award 

for the Raising Rarity project at the 

recent Keep Victoria Beautiful Awards 

in September this year. 

So speaking of volunteers, read 

what they have to say about the 

Raising Rarity project: 

The endangered Craspedia canens	flowering	in	the	Research	Garden	at	RBGV-Cranbourne.	
Photo:	M.	Hirst	2019

1. Scheffers BR, De Meester L, Bridge TC, Hoffmann AA, Pandolfi JM, Corlett RT, Butchart SH, Pearce-Kelly P, Kovacs KM, Dudgeon D. 2016.  

The broad footprint of climate change from genes to biomes to people. Science, 354: aaf7671. 

2. Hoffmann AA, Rymer PD, Byrne M, et al. 2019. Impacts of recent climate change on terrestrial flora and fauna: Some emerging Australian examples. 
Austral Ecology, 44: 3 - 27. doi:10.1111/aec.12674. 

The vulnerable Victorian alpine endemic Brachyscome tadgellii flowering	in	the	Research	
Garden	at	the	RBGV-Cranbourne.	Photo:	M.	Hirst	2019

research report 
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“As a student, the Raising Rarity 
Project is an incredible opportunity to 
gain practical experience in fieldwork 
data collection and monitoring. More 
importantly, it is great to know that I am 
playing an essential role in increasing 
awareness of Victoria’s rare and 
threatened flora.” Hui-Anne

“As an international student, volun-

teering for the Raising Rarity project 
helped me better understand the im-

portance and role that native Austra-

lian flora can play in the future. It was a 
wonderful hands-on experience which 
helped me to build up my skills and 
it was incredible being part of such a 
passionate team.” Dwijpriya

“Raising Rarity has been an amazing 
experience to deepen my horticultural 
knowledge. Even better has been the 
ability to do something practical for 
threatened plants of Victoria!” Sally

“Volunteering on the Raising Rarity 
project is a way for me to contribute 
to helping some very beautiful and 
endangered plant species survive, and 
that is a very rewarding feeling. I have 
learnt new skills and feel I have a much 
better understanding of the threats our 
plants face now and in the future. It has 
been not only an enjoyable experience 
but an educational one too”. Jo

“This has been a totally new experience 
for me but one that I have really 
enjoyed. In particular the monitoring 
of plant phenology and seed collection 

have been the most interesting. The 
opportunity to contribute towards 
raising public awareness of these 
native species whilst at the same time 
working in the wonderful surrounds 
at Cranbourne gardens has been a 
pleasure”.  Andrew 

As the Raising Rarity project begins 

to wind down, I would like to thank 

everyone involved and acknowledge 

their generous support and enthusiasm.  

The RBGV Melbourne Friends helped 

me get this project off the ground with 

the support of the Helen McLellan 

Research Grant (2018-19). The 

RBGV Cranbourne Friends provided 

wonderful assistance in preparing our 

rare plants for sale.  The Cranbourne 

Garden Ambassadors helped to get the 

word out about the project. I particularly 

want to acknowledge the substantial 

work undertaken by the Raising Rarity 

volunteers, Andrew, Phil, Elly, Jo, Sally, 

Brett, Sue, John, Dwijpriya, Hui-Anne, 

Ali, and Amanda along with their families 

and friends who also lent a hand.

Meg Hirst

*For further information contact 

Megan.Hirst@rbg.vic.gov.au

Raising	Rarity	volunteers	in	action.	Photo:	D	Jeetun	2019.

Left: RBGV employees 
Tanya Hendy and Meg 
Hirst at the Keep Victoria 
Beautiful Awards, 
September 2019. 
Photo: Keep Victoria 
Beautiful.

research report
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A	Boy’s	Own	Story
Ramble to The Johnston Collection
Monday	16	December	at	9.45	am
Meet in the foyer of Pullman on the 
Park to catch the courtesy bus. 
Friends $35 Non-members $45  
(includes cost of tour).
Bookings essential. Limit 20.

This year, The Johnston Collection 

features work by Melbourne and 

State-based male artists in their 

annual Summer exhibition.

When we leave the Collection, we 

will walk past a number of beautiful 

historic houses in Powlett Street and 

will finish the walk back near the 
Pullman Hotel.

Growing	Friends’	Nursery
Free Guided Visit and Tour
Friday 13 December at 10 am
Meet at Gate Lodge for refreshments.   
FREE:  MEMBERS ONLY 
Bookings essential.

This visit is especially suitable for       
new members and others who are 
not familiar with the whereabouts 
and workings of our Growing Friends’ 
Nursery. Please bring bags suitable 
for carrying your purchases, and if you 
are travelling by public transport (or by 
car) or plan to buy a number of plants, 
think about bringing your shopping 
trolley to help carry your treasures.

Kokedama for Kids
School Holiday Program
Tuesday 14 January  
10	–	11.	30	am
Meet at Plant Craft Cottage

$25  Suitable for ages 8 to 13 

Bookings essential. Limit 10.

Learn how to make a very simple 

hanging garden, a Kokedama 

(Japanese for moss ball). You will 

have fun using moss and soil to 

make a ball around the roots of a 

plant before wrapping the ball with 

string. Kokedamas are very easy 

and fun to make. 

Kokedama for Adults
Sunday 19 January  
10.30	–	12.	30	pm
Meet at Plant Craft Cottage

Friends $35  Non-members $45

Bookings essential. Limit 15.

You can hang Kokedamas or place     

them in saucers, either indoors or 

outdoors. This workshop will take you 

through the simple process of making 

your own Kokedama to take home 

and enjoy.

Tea and coffee with be supplied.

Photo: Karen Pyke

Book Events online, from 
the Events page on  

our website:  
www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.

org OR on our enclosed 
booking form. For disabled 

access to onsite Events 
please contact the 

Friends’ office.

events

Free
for

Members
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Small Gardening: balconies 
and courtyards  

How to create a thriving edible 
garden	in	a	small	space.	 
with Craig Castree

Saturday 8 February  
10:30	am	–	12	pm 
Meet at the Growing Friends’  
Nursery; enter via E Gate

Friends $60  Non-members $75 

Bookings essential. Limit 10  

Join the unstoppable Craig Castree 
as he takes you through all the literal 
ups and downs of gardening in small 
spaces. Covering wicking beds, 
miniature and dwarf fruit trees in tubs 
and more, Craig will inspire you in this 
workshop to get your edible garden 
growing loads of produce and thriving 
through the seasons.

Please wear appropriate protection 
against sun or rain.

Money Trail
Free Insiders’ Walk
Friday 7 February at 10 am
Meet at Gate Lodge 
for refreshments.

FREE:  MEMBERS ONLY

Bookings essential.

Join Mary Ward, the Friends’ 

President, on this fascinating 

walk following the ‘Money Trail’ 

through the Gardens. The ‘Money 

Trail’ is a walk designed to take 

in and showcase a number of 

the Friends’ major contributions 

to the Gardens and will include 

the Fern Gully boardwalk and 

resthouse, Guilfoyle’s Volcano, 

the site of our current project, the 

Sensory Garden, and other projects 

supported by the Friends. 

events

Photo: Janet Thomson

Free
for

Members
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‘There’s	No	Excuse	for	
Ugliness’
Illustrated Talk with Clive Blazey
Thursday 20 February  
6	for	6.30	pm	
Mueller Hall, National Herbarium 

Friends $20     Non-members $30 

Student and Pensioner Members $10

Bookings essential.

Clive Blazey, Co-Founder of The  
Diggers Foundation and The 
Diggers Club, will share his passion 
for gardening and the importance 
of preserving our heirloom seeds 
and the best gardening traditions 
for generations to come.  He 
will highlight the big issues 
facing gardeners today and his 
philosophies for the sustainable 
lifestyle championed by the Diggers 
Club since 1978.  In 2019 Clive 
was awarded an AM for services to 
gardening.

Weave a Melon Basket
Recycling in the Garden
Saturday 15 February   
10 am to 3 pm 

Meet at Plant Craft Cottage

Friends $ 80   Non-members $100 

Bookings essential. Limit 10.

Creation of this style of basket is a great       
way to recycle strappy plant material that 
becomes available after pruning and 
cleaning up your garden. A variety of 
materials such as willow, bullrushes, spike 
rushes, red hot poker, irises and watsonia 
will be provided as well as information 
about how to collect, dry and prepare your 
own materials to use at home.  
Morning tea and coffee supplied but 
BYO lunch.

Talking Plants
A Mediterranean Journey  

With Caroline Davies
Meet at Gate Lodge for refreshments. 

Friday 14 February at 10 am 

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium 

Friends $20  Non-members $30

Student and Pensioner Members $10 

Bookings essential. 

Caroline Davies, President of the         
Mediterranean Garden Society, is 
passionate about Greece which is 
closely linked with her love of the 
Mediterranean region and its plants. 
Her talk illustrates the beauty of the 
natural landscape with its intensity 
of light and wealth of wild flowers 
both in spring and autumn, tying 
this in with the approach by many 
Mediterranean gardeners in Greece 
and other countries of the world 
to create gardens of great beauty 
whilst gardening in a sustainable 
way. She also shows some of her 
favourite dry gardens in Victoria 
and how in her tiny Melbourne 
garden, she replicates many of the 
plants admired on her travels.

events
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Ancient Dye Workshop
Saturday 28 March 
10.30	am	-	3.30	pm
Meet at Plant Craft Cottage near H Gate 

Friends $120 Non-members $150

Bookings essential, limit 10 students 

Natural dyeing is a process of       
colouring fleece, fabric and yarn with 
dyes from plants or insects. Until the 
mid-19th century, all textiles were 
dyed with natural colourants since 
there was no other source of colour.

   Come and join us in a workshop 
exploring the range of colours we 
can still create using some of the 
techniques from history.

   We will explore reds, yellows and 
blue and combinations of these to 
create colours from the spectrum.

Morning and afternoon tea provided 

but BYO lunch.

National Herbarium Tours:  
Banks	and	Solander’s	 
150th Anniversary
Insiders’ Walk
Wednesday 26 February 

Tour 1 at 12 noon

Tour 2 at 2 pm

$20 MEMBERS ONLY

Bookings essential.

Meet at the rear door of the Herbarium.

Limit 15 per tour.

Join Pina Milne (Collections Manager) and Sally         
Stewart (Library) on a wonderful tour in the Herbarium 
and Library to celebrate the 250th Anniversary of 
Banks and Solander’s collecting trip with Captain 
Cook. 

    The State Botanical Collection in the National 
Herbarium of Victoria is rich in historical herbarium 
specimens, including those collected by Banks 
& Solander during the first voyage of the HMS 
Endeavour, 1768 – 1771. Together, the herbarium 
specimen collection and floras and illustrations in the 
library collection highlight the early documentation of 
Australia’s flora.

events

Banksia	image	is	from	the	Banks’	Florilegium.
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Craft Demonstrations
Bookings not required
10.30 am – 2 pm   Cost: Free

Natural Dye 
4 December, 5 February, 4 March

Potpourri 
13 December, 11 February, 10 March

Fibre 
17 December, 18 February, 17 March

Basketry
18 December, 19 February, 18 March

Plant Card
20 February, 20 March

Visitors are welcome to watch 

and ask questions of the working 

groups, but cannot take part in the 

demonstrations.

Friends are reminded that the Cottage 

has an extensive reference library on 

Plant Crafts.

Sunday	Open	Days
15 December, 19 January, 16 February 
10 am – 3 pm    Cost: Free

This is a wonderful opportunity to 

explore the Cottage, the oldest building 

in any public garden in Victoria.

Closed Public Holidays and for 

the Christmas season between  

19 December and 14 January 2020. 

 

Pressed Flowers from the Past  

The PCC library holds a unique collection of interesting, and in many 

cases, rare books, broadly related to  plant crafts, plants and gardens.     

A bookplate on the endpaper of many of the books acknowledges the 

contribution which individual members have  made to their craft group, so, 

as the collection has grown, it has also become a record of past members.
The Plant Card Group which was established in 1983  under the leadership 

of a succession of talented conveners, continues to meet on the third 

Thursday of each month, and has set a high standard in using pressed flowers 
to decorate cards. Newcomers are welcome and members are happy to 

share their skills  practicing this exacting, relaxing  and rewarding craft. 

 The recent refurbishment has revealed some interesting treasures 

which have been accumulated over the years and there was disbelief 

among members of the  Plant Card Group when librarian, Anne Dluzniak  

discovered  an obviously very  old wooden press, complete with flowers, 
pressed long ago and forgotten for perhaps 30 years.

Members were amazed when the press was opened to find a large 
collection of sepia-toned flowers and leaves – the colours had faded, but  
perfectly pressed and recognisable were pages of borage (with a hint 

of colour on the tip of each petal), forget-me-not, buttercup, correa, and  

grevillea flowers, together with a range of leaves and grasses.
Quite apart from the contents, the press itself was unique -– wooden 

boards with holes drilled at each corner and clamped together with wingnuts 

- almost certainly the work of a handyman!

The theme for a recent meeting day using these antique flowers was 
irresistible. The result was a collection of more than 30 cards in the never-to-

be-repeated ‘Sepia Series’ !   

 Phyl Knaggs

Pressed	flowers.	Photo:		Lyn	Eadie

plant crafts
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All classes and workshops will be 
held in DOMAIN HOUSE.  

For bookings and information,  
please see our website:  

www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org.au  
or contact the Friends’ 
office on 9650 6398.

Classes
Term 1, 2020 will start in the week 

beginning Tuesday	28	January.	
Participants must be a member 

to	be	enrolled	in	art	classes.
Classes of 8 weeks per term will 
be held on one of the following:

Evening: Tuesday 

Daytime: Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday 
(two sessions each day 2.5hr) 
Sunday (one 2.5hr session) 
Friday (one 3hr session)

 
2.5hr	classes:   Friends: $284

3hr classes:    Friends: $331

We strongly recommend that students 

without prior experience in botanical 

illustration complete a Beginners’ 

Workshop before entering term 

classes.

Introduction	to	Lost	Wax	
Sculpture 
with Mali Moir 

Wednesday 8 to Friday 10 January 

10 am to 4 pm

Friends:  $395 Non-members:  $467 

 

In this 3 day workshop students will 

be introduced  to an easy technique 

to create three-dimensional bronze 

sculptures. Lost wax is an old traditional 

casting method which is easy for anyone 

to do. There will be enough modelling 

wax for small pieces. When you are 

happy with it, you can then send your 

art piece to a local Melbourne foundry 

to be cast into a metal of your choice, at 

your own cost. Please bring along tools 

to help with the modelling process, old 

dental tools, wooden tools, spoons, your 

fingers… 
 We can enlarge small things and 

reduce large things. Make tiny ones for 

earrings etc.

A materials list will be provided upon 

enrolment.

Mixing	Greens
with Mali Moir 

Monday 13 January  10 am to 4 pm

Friends:  $135 Non-members:  $207

This quick one day workshop is for 

beginner painters who struggle to mix 

the green they want! Mali will touch 

on the Bias Colour Wheel Theory of 

mixing green, and look at the pigment 

ingredients in paint tube colours. You 

will paint simple recipes for your future 

reference, including some beautiful and 

interesting green formulas our favourite 

botanical artists use. Some watercolours 

will be supplied but students should also 

bring their own paints. If you wish, bring 

your subject with that difficult green so 
we can work on a match together. 

A materials list will be provided upon 

enrolment.

Beginners’	Workshops
with Helen Burrows

Saturday 11, Sunday 12, Saturday 18; 

Sunday 19 January 10 am to 4 pm

with Mali Moir

Tuesday 14 to Friday 17 January

10 am to 4 pm

Friends:  $425 Non-members:  $497

These intensive four-day courses 

provide an introduction to botanical 

art via pencil and watercolour. 

Students will begin to develop skills in 

outline drawing, foreshortening, tonal 

work and rendering of surfaces, basic 

colour work and paint application.

The cost of the course includes 

equipment to be used during the 

workshop – drawing materials, paint, 

watercolour paper and brushes.

Drawing and Painting 
Foreshortened Leaves

with Dianne Emery

Monday 20 and Tuesday 21 January  

10 am to 4 pm 

Friends:  $240 Non-members:  $312 

Drawing and painting leaves can 

present many challenges for the 

botanical artist. Not least are their 

many and varied positions on the 

plant. Some leaves appear to come 

towards the viewer, others point away, 

still others are seen from the side!

A good botanical art composition 

should try to include many aspects 

of the way leaves grow to help 

show identified characteristics and 
also promote the illusion of the plant 

existing in a ‘real’ although illusionistic 

space.

In this two-day workshop, we will 

be looking at drawing and painting 

foreshortened leaves – or leaves in 

perspective. We will also look at aerial 

perspective and how to emphasize 

the ‘leading edge’ of the leaf and 

the appropriate colours to help this 

illusion.

This workshop will be suitable for 

students of all levels of experience.    

A materials list will be provided upon 

enrolment.

Workshops will 
include morning  

and afternoon tea  
but BYO lunch.

illustrators
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Painting Peta Harrington

This exhibition, being an open entry 

exhibition, accepts works from 

artists of all levels of experience and 

is a celebration of natural history 

illustration. reFraming Nature 2019 

brought together over 300 unique 

artworks from more than 100 artists 

depicting all manner of flora, fauna, 
fungi, insects, bugs and more. We saw 

a plethora of butterflies, collections of 
beetles, and flocks of birds, as well 
as vegetation, seed pods, fossils and 

even skeletons. We were thrilled with 

the variety, quality and skill in all works 

submitted in this year’s exhibition.

The exhibition was opened by 

Friends’ President Mary Ward, and 

was well attended by members of 

the Friends and the general public. 

We were delighted by the positive 

feedback received from the attendees. 

We would like to celebrate and 

thank all who participated in making 

the exhibition such a success this 

year. Special commendation goes 

to those artists who were submitting 

work and exhibiting for the first time. 
Through the Estelle Longfield Award 

we acknowledge the achievements 

of new artists with less than five years 
experience in the natural history 

illustration. The award commemorates 

Estelle Longfield, a past student of the 
Friends’ Botanical Illustration classes, 

and acknowledges her love of finding 
beauty in the small, often overlooked 

objects in nature. This year Karen 

Everitt’s delicate watercolour and 

gouache, Buchan Lichen (below), was 

selected by members of Estelle’s family.

The melding of both art and 

science in these beautiful illustrations 

is always fascinating and we cannot 

forget the scientific standard of natural 
history illustration as a practice. 

This attribute was recognised in the 

Scientific Award, judged by Dr Gary 
Poore and awarded to Vaun Monk, 

whose work Eastern Red Lace Wing 

Butterfly (facing page, below) stunned 

in not only its attention to detail and 

accuracy, but also its artistic merit. 

Over 1700 people visited Domain 

House over the course of the exhibition, 

Painting: Karen Everitt

illustrators
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hundreds of whom voted in the People’s Choice Award, a 

highlight of the exhibition, which was presented to Janet 

Matthews for her glorious work All Together Now, (above) 

depicting a charming and joyful congregation of magpies 

in full chatter, which delighted viewers. 

The finer details of this exhibition could not be made 
possible without the tireless efforts of the organising 

committee and volunteers; the support from Jill Scown 

and the Friends’ Office; Terry Napier and his team for their 
exacting work and keen eye in hanging the art works; and 

Norma Bathie for her delightful floral displays. Particular 
thanks goes to all those who donated to the raffle and 
prizes. Our thanks also extend to Mary Ward for her 

ongoing support and encouragement of this exhibition. 

Lastly, we would like to extend a warm thank you to our 

sponsors, partners and those who offered their in-kind 

support, namely the Metro Tunnel Creative Program, 

Seniors Art Supplies, the Terrace Café, Marshall White 

and Pukka Tea.

All works sold, raffle tickets, and gold coin donations 
contribute to the Friends’ mission of raising funds for 

selected projects within the Royal Botanic Gardens of 

Victoria. We are looking forward to bringing a bigger, 

better, and all-round spectacular exhibition in 2021; to all 

the Friends who will be submitting their works, we look 

forward to seeing you there!

Olivia	&	Chiara	
Curators

Painting Vaun Monk

Painting:  Janet Matthews
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Photo: Tim Barker

Photo: Karen Pyke Photo: Coula Panagis

Left: Karen Pyke has captured 
this amazing textural growth in its 
many stages of development: the 
flowering oranges against the yet 
to bloom firmly closed future flow-
ers: the three succulent poles are 
wonderful textures placed in front 
of the Paper bark trunks. The colour 
contrasts here are also very pleas-
ing.   [Flowering Succulent Photo 
walk] 

Centre above: The purple flower by 
Tim Barker presents a fresh view 
of this popular flower with its petals 
providing a circular pattern as it de-
scends into the centre stamen with 
a change of colour. The detail of the 
petals is clearly shown including the  
tracery of veins. [Flowering buds in 
Spring Photo walk]

photo group 
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Photo:  Jane Bennett

Centre below: The delicate pink 
flowers by Coula Panagis are 
backgrounded with an out of fo-
cus [broken] light and dark circular 
forms which is a terrific non-specif-
ic background. The delicacy of the 
petals is noted where they overlap 
and turn to white as they approach 
the central stamen. (Flowering 
Succulent Photo Walk)

Right: The image of succulents by 
Jane Bennet captures a perspec-
tive showing detail of these plants 
together with a textural rhythm and 
linearity. She has balanced the ver-
tical and the rounded squat forms. 
Finally, luxuriant deep red browns 
are lifted by the yellow flowers. 
[Flowering Succulent Photo walk]

John Harrison, Convener

photo group



December

13 Free Guided Visit – Growing Friends’ Nursery p14

15 PCC Sunday Open Day – 10 am to 3 pm p18

16 Ramble to the Johnston Collection p14

January

8 Lost Wax Sculpture Workshop – Mali Moir p19

11 Beginner’s Workshop – Helen Burrows p19

13 Mixing Greens Workshop – Mali Moir p19

14 Beginner’s Workshop – Mali Moir p19

14 School Holiday Workshop – Kokedama for Kids p14

19 PCC Sunday Open Day – 10 am to 3 pm p18

19 Workshop – Kokedama for Adults p14

20 Foreshortened Leaves Workshop – Dianne Emery p19

28 Term 1 Illustrator Classes Commence p19

February

7 The Money Trail – Mary Ward p15

8 Workshop – Balconies and Courtyard Gardens p15

14 Talking Plants – Caroline Davies p16

15 PCC Weaving a Melon Basket – Workshop p16

16 PCC Sunday Open Day – 10 am to 3 pm p18

20 Illustrated Talk – Clive Blazey p16

26 Insiders’ Walk – Herbarium p17

March

28 PCC Ancient Dye Workshop p17

Calendar

The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne Inc. complies 

with the Australian Privacy Principles for the collection and use of 

personal information.

 

Note:  The Friends’ Inclement Weather Policy states that outdoor 

events may be cancelled and the Nursery will not be open for sales  

if the temperature is predicted to be 33oC or above.

Biosecurity in the  
Melbourne Gardens
In August we had a visit from David Gale, from 

Plant Health Australia in Canberra, who spoke to 

us about their proposed Biosecurity program. He 

is working with the Friends’ groups from Sydney, 

Canberra and Melbourne botanic gardens with 

the intention of forming small groups to assist 

each gardens’ own staff monitor for biosecurity 

threats. David will be aiming to conduct a training 

workshop in Melbourne later this year or early 

next year. The group will need to be limited in 

number, but if you are interested in finding out 
more of what would be involved, please contact 

Jill at the Friends’ Office.
Briefly,  Plant Health Australia says:
‘The goal of plant biosecurity is to keep plants 

across our country healthy and productive, 

including those in botanic gardens. 

The living collections of native and exotic plants 

in botanic gardens are a great place to look out 

for pests because of the wide range of plants 

grown and the large numbers of visitors who could 

unintentionally bring in new pests.’

The Botanic Gardens Biosecurity Network 

is being established by Plant Health Australia, 

with funding from the Department of Agriculture. 

Friends of botanic gardens in Sydney, Melbourne 

and Canberra, and experts in plant biosecurity, 

are being invited to be the first network members. 
By working together, the friends involved will 

learn how to look out for exotic plant pests in 

their botanic and home gardens and how to keep 

gardens safe from new pests.

Next year will be the International Year of Plant 

Health and there is a great deal of information 

about plant health and plant pests on the website 

at planthealthaustralia.com.au

Photo: Jennifer Marshall


