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Welcome to spring, the season of growth and renewal! 
We are doing our own bit of exciting renewal here 
at the Friends with a brand new, fresh look to our 
wonderful Botanic News. There is still the same 

interesting and informative content, list of events and 
news of our groups, so I hope you enjoy reading it all. 
Botanic News is our show-piece, so keeping up to date 
and modern in our appearance is important. If you are 
interested in seeing how the magazine has grown and 

developed over the past 37 years, starting with the first 
simple, black and white newsletter in July 1982, you can 
download and read the early editions on our website. 
Its continued growth and popularity is a real credit to 
both the editors and all our contributors over that time.

Another new initiative for you all to enjoy will be our 

Creative Residency Project at the Plant Craft Cottage. See 

page 13 for all the details. 

Each year our botanic artists treat us to a wonderful 

display of their work in an exhibition. Last year their skills 

were showcased at TABI, but for 2019, the natural history 

art exhibition, reFraming Nature, will return and be held at 

Domain House from 21 September to 6 October, 10am to 

4pm daily. This is a little earlier than you may be used to, 

but be sure to visit, enjoy, and be tempted to buy! Read 

more about the exhibition on page 19.

No matter how stressed you may feel, after a walk through 

the Melbourne Gardens with the trees and birds all around 

you, you can’t help but leave feeling refreshed and renewed. 

There is always something of interest to see, no matter what 

the season and quite apart from our own wonderful events, 

the RBGV visitor programs also offer plenty of opportunity to 

see the Gardens. Members of the Friends receive 10% off 

the full price of events, and at the Gardens shop, but your 

membership card needs to be presented. Be sure to ask 

when booking as the discount may not be shown on the 

price listing. Keep an eye on our eNews for details of our 

forthcoming events. Come along, meet other garden lovers 

and enjoy our beautiful Botanic garden together.

Anyone can subscribe to our GNews, member or not. Just 

visit our website (rbgfriendsmelbourne.org) and scroll to the 

bottom of the page. You can also subscribe to the Melbourne 

Gardens eNews on their website (rbg.vic.gov.au).

The annual Cocktail Party is another of our stalwarts 

having a makeover. We have been using Gardens House as 

a venue for many years, but this year we shall be holding it 

at The Terrace, by the beautiful Ornamental Lake. Weather 

permitting, we shall be able to see how the Sensory Garden 

is progressing, with the option of an informative stroll around 

the path to Central Lake during the course of the evening. 

Details are on page 17 and we look forward to celebrating 

with you and your guests to mark the end of another 

wonderful year for the Friends.

Last, but most definitely not least, hearty congratulations 
to Growing Friend June Cherrey, for her award, an OAM in 

the 2019 Queen’s Birthday Honours. 

And Father’s Day is almost here! Have you considered 

giving the man of the moment a membership to the Friends?

Mary Ward

Spring in the 
Melbourne Gardens

1: Anne Peterson

2. Tim Barker 

3. John Harrison

4. Karen Pyke

5. Mali Wilson 
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Irwin Newman enjoys a joke with past RBG Director Dr Philip Moors.          
Photo: Meg Miller

Past Executive members Maurice Castro, Treasurer; Richard Smith, Secretary; and Irwin 
Newman, President.   Photo: Dr Richard Kirsner

Vale Irwin Newman

Irwin Newman succeeded Sir 
Ninian Stephen as President at the 

sixteenth Annual General Meeting 

of the Friends on 11 November 

2002. Coincidentally this was the 
Friends’ twentieth anniversary 
and the International Year of the 

Volunteer.

Irwin was invited to stand for 

election because of his extensive 

business and managerial experience. 

At the time the Friends were engaged 

in several strategic and operational 

reviews designed to increase 

membership and improve the 

organisation’s financial position which 
had deteriorated following the closure 

of the Friends’ shop in 2000.

Irwin was re-elected for a second 

term as President in 2004 and 

subsequently served as Immediate 

Past President from 2006 to 2010.

During his time as President the 

Friends enjoyed steady growth in 

membership (from 1640 in June 2002 

to 2292 by June 2007) and in revenues 

(which grew from $358,624 in financial 
2002/3 to just under $500,000 by 

2006/7. Both were exhibition years). 

Significant developments and 

activities during Irwin’s term included 

the Flying Foxes Eradication 

Campaign; launch of the new colour 

printed Botanic News; the introduction 

of joint executive meetings with the 

Cranbourne Friends; regular pre-

Council meetings with RBG Director, 

Phil Moors; a commitment to larger 

scale funding projects commencing 

with the ‘Water Works – Water 

Wise’ Irrigation Program; and the 

introduction of the Volunteer Service 

Award reflecting the strong growth in 
volunteer numbers.

It was during Irwin’s term as 

Immediate Past President and 

following extensive negotiation with 

RBG management that he initiated 

the Helping Hands Project. This 

provided an opportunity for Friends 

who wanted to engage in a ‘hands on’ 

activity of assistance to the Gardens. 

Following an induction program in 

August 2007, volunteers, including 

Irwin, commenced the challenging 

task of refurbishing the neglected 

garden at E Gate Lodge under the 

supervision of an RBG coordinator. 

The project attracted more volunteers 

and a second group commenced 

work on the garden at Eastern Lodge 

in 2009 followed later by the Plant 

Craft Cottage garden. Irwin remained 

the Co-ordinator and an active 

participant in the project throughout 

his period on Council.

At the conclusion of his term as 

Immediate Past President in 2010 Irwin 

was elected as an Ordinary Member 

of Council and continued contributing 

in that role until his retirement from 

Council in 2014. Whether chairing 

Council meetings, or participating as 

a member, Irwin’s contributions were 

invariably positive and constructive. 

He had the ability to quickly identify 

the key issues in any debate and offer 

valuable guidance and advice.

 He served as a Council member 

in various roles for twelve years in all.

Sadly, Irwin died on 11 April this 

year. He will be sorely missed.

Richard Smith 

(Citation given by Richard to support 

Irwin’s Life Membership Award). 

members
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Anton, Felicia and Dermot in front of the Gardens By The Bay display for the Year of the Pig.

Professional Development 
Exchange Program 
National Parks Board Singapore 

with the Royal Botanic Gardens 

Victoria

This exchange program is run 
between the RBGV and the National 

Parks Board Singapore. It is a 

valuable way of sharing ideas and 
helping staff to gain experience 
in their chosen fields. This year, 
Dermot Molloy, Horticulturist at 
the RBGV Melbourne Gardens’ 
Nursery, and a board member of 
the International Plant Propagators 

Society,  Australia, was able to spend 
a month in Singapore observing 

management  practices, including 
occupational health & safety, 
stock management, propagation 
techniques, and much more, and 
also gaining an understanding 

some of the commercial aspects 
of rearing plants for the Singapore 

Gardens. For his part, Dermot 
shared some of his own expertise 

in propagation. 

The beginning of Dermot’s visit 

coincided with Chinese New Year 

celebrations and public holidays, so 

Dermot was able to spend some 

time visiting parts of Singapore, 

including Gardens by the Bay, where 

he saw both the areas open to the 

public and also behind the scenes 

into the magnificent glasshouses, 
where displayed plants were used to 

depict a Chinese New Year theme. 

He also had time to walk through the 

Singapore Gardens, behaving like a 

tourist, which gave some sense of 

what the Gardens’ management was 

trying to achieve.

At Singapore Botanic Gardens, 

(SBG) Dermot was given tours of all 

areas, and his own key pass for the 

duration of his visit. He was impressed 

by the micro-propagation facilities 

and the laboratory which is open to 

viewing by the general public through 

three large glass windows. This allows 

visitors to gain an insight into the 

orchid breeding and laboratory work 

at the SBG.

The Gardens has three nurseries 

dedicated to orchid production – 

the National Orchid Garden (NOG) 

nursery; Pasir Panjang (PP) nursery 

and Peirce Road nursery. Both PP 

and NOG grow orchids for the public 

display garden and other garden areas 

at SBG. Peirce Road nursery houses 

species orchids and bromeliads 

that will be put on display at the 

soon-to-be-opened Tropical Montane 

Orchidetum. In all three cases these 

nurseries augment the space SBG is 

able to allocate to plant breeding. 

 Dermot spent several days at NOG 

undertaking a variety of tasks such 

as deflasking tissue-cultured orchids, 
orchid potting into charcoal substrate 

and mounting hybrid Phalaenopsis 

onto tree fern rings for display. In the 

Plant Resource Centre nursery on the 

other side of SBG, Dermot conducted 

Chia Hui-Tong, Manager of the SBG nursery. 

from the gardens
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Above: Dendrobium 

hybrid contract- 
grown for the 

Singapore Gardens.

Photos supplied by 
Dermot Molloy

propagation workshops for PRC 

staff with a focus on growing media 

formulation, nursery hygiene, cuttings 

and aerial layering. He gave further 

workshops on fern spore sowing of 

Tectaria singaporeana, division and 

mounting of Platycerium spp. and 

leaf cuttings of begonia species and 

Amorphophallus, and formulated a 

propagation mix for the staff, similar to 

that used at the Melbourne Gardens 

Nursery at RBGV.

There were exciting days when 

Dermot assisted in the preparation 

and transplantation of two very large 

rainforest trees which had outgrown their 

site. There was a visit to Pasir Panjang 

Nursery to collect a truckload of palms 

for the Learning Forest Project which 

is under construction. The Learning 

Forest is located in the new Tyersall 

Gallop Core of SBG. It is designed to 

integrate with the existing six-hectare 

rainforest to form an enlarged forest 

habitat. Highlights of the Learning Forest 

include themed collections showcasing 

trees with interesting forms and bark, a 

bambusetum, and an arboretum of wild 

fruit trees. There was a field trip to the 
Central Catchment Nature Reserve to 

collect the rare Zingiber singapurense 

for research. Dermot and staff spent 

the afternoon potting everything they 

had collected from the trip. There was 

also a field trip to Bukit Timah Nature 
Reserve where Dermot saw numerous 

ginger relatives in the wild and climbed 

to the peak of Bukit Timah.

During one weekend Dermot 

visited an island called Pulau Ubin 

and hired a bike to ride to the Chek 

Jawa wetlands. Chek Jawa is the 

largest natural intertidal flat in northern 
Singapore, and is located on the 

eastern tip of Pulau Ubin. Chek Jawa 

is precious because several different 

ecosystems can be seen here in one 

small area. The wetlands provide a 

refuge for plants and animals that 

are no longer common elsewhere in 

Singapore.

At the end of the visit Dermot gave 

a presentation at Ridley Hall, SBG.  

The theme of the presentation was 

the work that we do at RBGV and 

topics covered included plant climate 

change assessments, European 

nursery technology and visits to Oman 

Botanic Gardens.

Dermot had a great time in 

Singapore. He said the city has such 

vibrancy and colour. The people are 

very warm and friendly and there 

is such a great mix of cultures. The 

city of Singapore’s motto is ‘our city 

in a garden’ referring to the amazing 

green spaces being developed. 

Dermot would like to thank Meg 

Bentley and RBGV for allowing him to 

participate in this exchange program. 

He would also like to thank all the 

management and staff at Singapore 

Botanic Gardens for generously 

giving their time and sharing their 

expertise.  This exchange gave a 

great insight into how SBG manages 

its landscape and staff and Dermot 

feels he has come back to RBGV with 

a wealth of knowledge to share.

Dermot Molloy 
(as  told to the editor)

Horticulturist (Nursery), RBGV 
Melbourne Gardens

Dina holding a leafless Phalaenopsis.

 from the gardens
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‘To be a Friend is 
reward in itself, 

but there are other 

benefits such as 
lectures, guided 

tours, special visits 
and events.’

David Churchill, Director 
and Government 

Botanist, writing in the 
first Friends’ newsletter . 

No 1, July 1982.

Volunteer Profile – Shane 
Williams

Upon completing a fulfilling career 
in Human Resources with the Aus-
tralian Taxation Office, Shane Wil-
liams turned his long-term interest 
in gardens to volunteering with the 

Growing Friends in the Melbourne-
Gardens.

Always a keen gardener, Shane 
developed a life-long passion for 
gardening and,in particular, has a flair 
for experimenting with propagation. 
He likes wandering through various 
Melbourne neighbourhoods to look at 
gardens. When he travels he makes it 
a priority to visit gardens and observe 
the flora in other countries. Shane 
remembers being captivated by 
amazing gardens in Japan. 

From childhood, Shane’s family 
has had a big impact. His maternal 
grandparents were amazing 
gardeners; and his parents had a 

thriving and self-sufficient fruit and 
vegetable garden. Shane’s mother, 
who is 90, still does her own gardening 
and grows vegetables.

When a friend of the family suggested 
that he might like to join the Growing 
Friends, Shane seized the chance and 
put his name on the waiting list. After 
about a year an opportunity became 
available. That was two years ago. Now 
Shane has a number of responsibilities, 
including looking after administrative 
lists, trialling new volunteers and 
organising general roster duties and 
sale day rosters. 

Growing Friends has developed a 
data base of volunteers, their skills and 
interests, which Shane uses to arrange 
specific tasks to involve and engage 
them. 

Shane says, ‘Growing Friends are a 
great group of people who are very 
welcoming. It’s fun and not always 
serious. I am continually learning from 
others and it is always interesting.’  Shane 
has used what he has learned to make 
improvements to his own home garden.

Initially a fish out of water, Shane 
says that he has learnt a lot at Growing 
Friends through on-the-job training 
about dealing with all types of familiar 
and unfamiliar plants. For example, 
his accumulated knowledge about 
cacti and succulents can now be 
added to his specialties. In addition, 
he has learnt that getting plants ready 
for sale requires distinct ongoing 
maintenance skills of propagated 
plants. Consequently, Shane has 
become enthusiastic about selling at 
the Growing Friends’ extensive Autumn 
and Spring Sales. 

Mixing with a different group of 
people and contributing to the Botanic 
Gardens through Growing Friends is 
very satisfying, according to Shane.

If you are interested in plants and 
would love to get involved, contact 
the Friends at 03 9650 6398 or 
rbgfriendsmelbourne.org and put your 
name on the waiting list.

Jennifer Ure,  
Volunteer Convenor

Shane at work in the 
Growing Friends’ 

nursery . 
Photo: Jennifer Ure

volunteer profile
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Images from 2020 calendar

The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens 

Melbourne brings you the 2019 Christmas Cards 

and 2020 Botanical Illustrators’ Calendar.

The calendar (above) features exceptional 

paintings by the Friends’ Botanical Illustrators.  

Sure to delight each month, the calendar not 

only includes exquisite art but this year we have 

highlighted dates to explore plants in the Botanic 

Gardens which will be looking their best at that 

time. Photos from the photography group have 

also been included to tease your senses and 

encourage you to explore the gardens as they 

change throughout the seasons.  Also new to the 

calendar in 2020, are other useful dates such as 

public holidays and school term dates.

 Delight your friends and family this Christmas 

with a beautiful card featuring a traditional holly 

design painted by the very talented Karen White.  

This gorgeous card is available with either 

‘Season’s Greetings’ or blank inside.

2020 BOTANIC ILLUSTRATORS’ 
CALENDAR AND CHRISTMAS CARDS



February image from 2020 BOTANICAL ILLUSTRATORS’ CALENDAR
Leucadendron laureolum by Sue Stuart.

Annual General Meeting

The Melbourne Friends’ Annual 

General Meeting will be held on 

Monday November 18, 2019 at 6pm 

in Mueller Hall, National Herbarium.

Nominations for Council may be 

made by obtaining a form from the 

Friends’ office. Retiring by rotation 
but eligible for re-election are the 

positions of one Vice-President, 

the Secretary and three Council 

Members.

Council Members are elected for 

two years. Nomination forms are to 

be lodged with Secretary, Adnan 

Mansour, at Gate Lodge by 5pm on 

Friday October 18, 2019.

ORDER YOUR 2020 CALENDAR  

AND CHRISTMAS CARDS

CALENDARS

Members’      $16 Qty: $

Non Member $20 Qty: $

CHRISTMAS CARD

Members’ price per pack $10

Non Member price per pack $12

   “Seasons Greetings” inside Qty: $

    Blank inside Qty: $

Donation to Friends Trust Fund $

Postage $ 3.50 per calendar or pack of cards $

TOTAL $

PAYMENT

Cheque made payable to FRBGM or please debit Visa / Mastercard

Card: .... .... .... .... / .... .... .... .... / .... .... .... .... / .... .... .... ....

Name on card: .........................................................................  Expiry date: ..... / .....

Please post to (block letters):

Name: ........................................................................................

Address: .................................................................................... Postcode: ...............

Telephone: ................................................................................

If the calendar is a gift and you would like it sent to the recipient, please fill in the name and mailing  
address below:

Name:.......................................................................................

Address: .....................................................................................Postcode: ...............

Or Buy Online @ www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org Or Phone the Friends office on 9650 6398
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by Michael Hare, Convener
NURSERY SALE DATES
The Nursery is open most Friday 

mornings from 8 am until 12 noon 

except for the three weeks before and 

after the Spring sale, so the Nursery 

will be closed from 27 September 

until 8 November inclusive. These 

Friday mornings enable customers, 

Friends and others, to quietly wander 

around the Nursery, talk to the 

Growing Friends and see what plants 

are for sale at that time and what 

will become available in the future.

SPRING PLANT SALE 

Saturday 19 October 10 am till 4 pm

Sunday 20 October 10 am till 3 pm.

Don’t forget to bring your bags as we no 

longer provide plastic bags. Reusable 

bags may be purchased for a small cost.

Members who have attended 

the last two major plant sales will 

have seen the Growing Friends and 

the entry, membership  and exit 

tent volunteers all proudly wearing 

badges designed to attract new 

members. The 10% offer allows 

buyers to take out a membership 

June Cherrey
The Friends congratulates Growing 

Friend June on being awarded the 

Medal of the Order of Australia 

(OAM) in the General Division. 

June joined the Growing Friends in 

1998 and has been an enthusiastic 

and committed member of the group 

for over 20 years. Her knowledge of 

and experience in propagating and 

growing Australian native plants, which 

she willingly shares, is always greatly 

appreciated and valued by the group. 

The citation reads:

‘For service to the community.

 Heidelberg Theatre Company

• Committee Member, over 22 years.

• Member, since 1954.

• Has served as Ticket Secretary, 

Stage Manager, Front of House 

and Gardener.

Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne

• Volunteer, 20 years.

• Member, Friends of the Botanic 

Gardens.’

Photo: Kath Dupleix

and receive 10% off their purchases. 

The badges also help members to 

engage people at the sale and spend 

time discussing our organisation. 

The photo of the membership tent 

and banner (above) shows the length 

of the exit queue at the last autumn 

plant sale.

Photo: Meg Miller

growing friends



Craft Demonstrations
Bookings not required
10.30 am – 2 pm
Cost: Free

Natural Dye 
4 September, 2 October, 6 November

Potpourri 
13 September, 11 October, 8 November

Fibre 
10 September, 8 October, 12 November

Basketry
18 September, 16 October, 20 November

Plant Card
19 September, 17 October, 21 November

Visitors are welcome to watch and 

ask questions of the working groups. 

However, visitors are unable to take 

part in the demonstrations.

Friends are reminded that the 

Cottage has an extensive reference 

library on Plant Crafts.

Sunday Open Days
15 September, 20 October, 17 November  
11 am – 4 pm    Cost: Free

Closed Public Holidays. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to 

explore Plant Craft Cottage, the 

oldest building in any public garden 

in Victoria.

 

Plant Craft Cottage Refurbished!
The tiny cottage set high on the hill just inside H Gate entrance has 
had many ‘lives’. Home to a series of Under-Gardeners for 130 years, it 
was threatened with demolition in the 1970s. A heritage classification 
resulted in its restoration and it has been used, for almost 40 years, as a 
centre for the study of plant-related crafts. 

The original H Gate Lodge, constructed from handmade bricks, was 

completed in 1852 and in the early 1900s a weatherboard extension and 

verandah with wrought-iron trim were added to complete the cottage as it is 

today. The interior of the building has recently undergone a restoration which 

will facilitate its use into the future as a workshop venue, continuing the craft 

activities for which it has become renowned.

The newly-painted hall with its charming decorative arch now provides a 

perfect space to display botanic art; the shop and craft rooms – also newly- 

painted and refurbished – are bright, light-filled areas which enhance the 
vibrant colours of the craft items for sale and on display.

Two of the rooms of the original building are still in use today. One is open 

to the public and holds displays which tell some of its history; the other, used 

for many years as a kitchen, has been completely refitted and transformed 
into a well-equipped kitchen with new cupboards, benches and appliances.

A gas heater installed in the paved under-cover area at the back of the 

building will enable workshops to be held outdoors throughout the year.

Plant Craft Cottage has been, and continues to be, run entirely by 

volunteers who welcome visitors, participate in craft groups and maintain the 

surrounding garden. Be sure to visit us soon.
  Phyl Knaggs, Co-Convener

Decorated door stop.  
Photo: Kath Dupleix

Raffia place mat.   Photo: PCC archives

Fibre craft display. Photo: Meg Miller
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Creative Residency Project begins at Plant 
Craft Cottage

The Friends are delighted to announce an exciting 

new initiative at Plant Craft Cottage beginning this 

September. The Creative Residency Project is a new 

program designed to engage Melbourne-based artists 

and makers who specifically use natural fibres or plant 
materials, or artists working with botanical themes.

At Plant Craft Cottage, we cherish the handmade 

and value the sharing and passing on of traditional 

and contemporary knowledge and skills. The Creative 

Residency Project is another forum for attracting people 

to the Cottage and sharing knowledge and skills. 

The project will see various artists or specialist 

craft groups, such as Basketry Victoria or our very 

own Photography Group, create ‘mini’ exhibitions 

in the cottage throughout the year.  Artists will be 

creating work on-site and sharing their artistic insights 

and skills with visitors to the Plant Craft Cottage, along 

with teaching workshops and presenting illustrated talks.

The Creative Residency Project will also provide 

the artists with an opportunity to be enriched and 

inspired by the beauty and magic of the Gardens.   

Be sure to look out for a full list of artists exhibiting in 2020, 

which will be published in the next edition of Botanic News.

Meet Eddy Carroll
Eddy Carroll, who is a Melbourne 

-based artist who makes soft sculptures 

using textiles, is our inaugural Artist-in- 

Residence.  Eddy examines ‘craft’ and 

sewing techniques to produce her work 

and has exhibited internationally and 

within Australia, working with galleries, 

museums and public spaces.  During 

her visit to Plant Craft Cottage, Eddy 

will focus on research into floral motifs 
and the secret language of flowers 
featured in embroidery patterns and 

their placings on garments. 

Visit Eddy at Plant Craft Cottage 

from 10 am – 3 pm on Tuesday – 

Friday from 3 to 15 September, or be 

part of a FREE Insiders’ visit to Plant 

Craft Cottage and Eddy’s exhibition 

on Thursday 12 September at 10am.  

Bookings are required for the Insid-

ers’ visit to the exhibition as Eddy will 

be presenting a casual talk about her 

craft. Morning tea will be provided. 

Above: Wreath
Centre: Eddy Carroll

Bottom: Hessian 
Embroidery. 

Photos supplied by 
Eddy Carroll

Creative residency project
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School Holiday Workshop
Printed Tote Bag
Thursday 26 September at 10 am
Plant Craft Cottage 

$50 Children aged 5 – 12 years

Bookings essential.

In this workshop, children will be guided 

in an exploration of pattern-making and 

colour-mixing culminating in a custom-

printed tote bag to take home.
Annick is a Melbourne-based textile 

designer and artist who specialises in 
both woven and printed design. 

Artist-in-Residence
Insiders’ Experience
Thursday 12 September at 10 am
Meet at Plant Craft Cottage    
FREE:  MEMBERS ONLY 
Bookings essential.

Meet Eddy Carroll who is the inaugural 

Artist-in-Residence of the Friends’ 
Creative Residency Project.  Eddy is a 

textile artist, with a focus on embroidery 

of floral motifs. Eddy will give a brief 

casual talk during your visit. Morning tea 

will be served at Plant Craft Cottage. 

Historic Buildings
Insiders’ Walk
Friday 11 October at 10 am
$20 MEMBERS ONLY

Bookings essential.

Meet at Gate Lodge to join our tour 

and hear stories of historic buildings 

in the Gardens on our way to visit 

Plant Craft Cottage, where we will 

have morning tea in the delightful 

surrounds of the Cottage garden.

Beginners’ Basketry No 4
Random weaving using vines
Saturday 12 October at 10 am
Meet at Plant Craft Cottage

Friends $90  Non-members $115

Bookings essential. Numbers limited.

Learn how to create a contemporary 

basket using random weaving 

techniques with our talented tutor, Jodie 

Goldring. Create a basket or let your 

imagination go wild to create a small 

garden sculpture  Materials, tea and 

coffee, will be provided. BYO lunch.

Spring Walk
re-Framing Nature
Wednesday 2 October at 10 am 
Meet at Gate Lodge for morn-

ing tea and a brief introduction 

before walking to Domain House 

Gallery to view the exhibition. 

FREE: MEMBERS ONLY.  

Bookings essential. 

Join our guided tour of reFraming 

Nature 2019, with artworks depict-
ing ferns, fungi, lichen, insects, 
butterflies, marine life, pond life, 
shells, birds, fossils, amphibians 
as well as botanical subjects.

Book Events online, from 
the Events page on  

our website:  
www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.

org OR on our enclosed 
booking form. For disabled 

access to onsite Events 
please contact the 

Friends’ office.

Photo: Liz Cooper

events

Painting: Lyn Gras

Free
for

Members
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Bus Tour
Two Gippsland Gardens
Thursday 31 October 8.45 am 

Meet at the carpark adjacent to 

Vision Australia Kooyong.

Friends $90  Non-members $115 

Broughton Hall backs onto the Tarago 

Reservoir and a terraced garden of 

four acres cascades down the slope 

towards the water. Morning tea will be 

served in the wonderful garden room 

followed by a tour of the garden, and 

David Musker’s rare plant nursery.
Picardy Garden, created by Bryce 

and Marian Somes, is a French-

inspired, romantic country garden 

set amongst the rolling green hills 

of Neerim South. Following lunch In 

her French barn, Marian will guide 

us around this gorgeous garden. 

We should return to Kooyong 

by 5.30 pm. Please let the Friends’ 
office know of any special dietary 
requirements. Please wear 
comfortable shoes and bring both 
sun and rain protection.

Inspiring Garden Designs
Illustrated Talk
Tuesday 22 October at 6 for 6.30 pm 
Mueller Hall, National Herbarium 
Friends $20  Non-members $30  
Student and pensioner members $10 
Bookings essential.

A beautifully illustrated talk featuring 
gardens and places which Janelle 
McCulloch and Linda Holden have 
written about or photographed.

Janelle has been fortunate 

to have written many books, but 

Gardens of Style: Private Hideaways 

of the Design World (Rizzoli, New 

York) featuring gardens of fashion 

designers such as Dior, Hermès, 

and other creative people was a real 

privilege for her to photograph. 

Linda wrote the bestselling book 

The Gardens of Bunny Mellon 

(Vendome, New York), which details 

not only the extraordinary life and 

wealth of Mrs Mellon, but also her 

garden designs for the White House, 

Givenchy’s garden in Paris, and 
Versailles’ potager.

Books by Janelle and Linda will be 

available to purchase at this event.

events
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Talking Plants
Illustrated talk by Merryle 
Johnson
Friday 8 November at 10 am
Mueller Hall National Herbarium

Friends $20 Non-members $30

Students and pensioner members $10

Bookings essential. 

With her wealth of experience and 
knowledge Merryle Johnson will talk 
to us about using perennial plants 
to maintain colour and interest right 
round the gardening year. 

Duldig Studio
Fit Friends’ Ramble
Wednesday 13 November at 10 am
Friends $35 Non-members $45

Bookings essential.

Meet at the Duldig Studio

92 Burke Rd Malvern East

Parking in Burke Rd or Kardella St

Tram 5 Stop 52 

Visit the Duldig Studio which           
showcases the works of acclaimed 
sculptor Karl Duldig and his wife 
Slawa Duldig née Horowitz, the 
artist and inventor.

     You will be able to buy the perennials 
shown in the talk, to enhance your own 
garden. An especially welcome and 
exciting treat for spring planting. 
    There are so many seasonal treats to 
create a succession of highlights in the 
garden, both in the sun and the shade, 
as well as create strong permanent 
bones of garden design. Drawing on 
images from gardens she has visited 
around the world, Merryle  will inspire us 
to use perennials to new and innovative 
effect. The talk will be illustrated with 
Merryle’s own slides that depict artistic 
creations from some of the world’s best 
designers and private gardeners. 

Araucarias
Insiders’ Walk
Friday 25 October at 10 am 
Meet at Plant Craft Cottage near H 

Gate for morning tea. The tour finishes 

at the Growing Friends Nursery for a 

tour and plant buying opportunity.

$20 MEMBERS ONLY

Bookings essential.

Did you know that the Araucarias only 
occur in countries that were part of 
Gondwana? Take this amazing walk 
to see some of these unusual trees 
and learn how they survived from the 
Dinosaur Age.

events
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Sustainable Weaving
With repurposed materials
Saturday 16 November 10 am - 1 pm
Meet at Plant Craft Cottage near H Gate 

Friends $120 Non-members $150

Bookings essential, limit 10 students 

Join weaver Ana Petidis to learn 

how to create your own frame loom, 

and complete a woven artefact to 

take home. This workshop focuses 

on integrating materials diverted 

from the waste stream to create 

functional or decorative pieces.

All supplies are provided and 

include materials to make a frame 

loom, weaving equipment, warp, 

weft and tapestry needles. Waste 

items provided include salvaged yarn 

waste and fabrics, cardboard, clean 

packaging, plastics, rope, e-waste 

components and more. Participants 

are encouraged to bring any of their 

own waste and items to repurpose.

Ana Petidis is a studio weaver 

based in Ballarat who also currently 

teaches in the Fashion and 

Textiles Department at RMIT.

Christmas Cocktail Party
The Terrace
Thursday 28 November 6 to 8 pm
Friends, members and families $75 

Bookings essential.

Join us in the delightful surroundings of The Terrace, beautifully located by the 
ornamental lake, to celebrate another wonderful year with the Friends. This year we 
have had wonderful success with our plant sales, Botanic Art Program, interesting 
events and creative workshops and a spectacular refurbishment of Plant Craft Cottage. 

The evening will be held at The Terrace for the first time, which is the perfect 
location to share time with friends, catch up on special moments enjoyed through the 
year and meet new friends whilst enjoying the beautiful surrounds of the gardens. We 
also extend an invitation to Members’  families and friends to join us and share this 
wonderful evening. Enter via A Gate in Anderson Street where parking is available. 

Beeswax Wraps
Workshop
Saturday 30 November at 10 am
Plant Craft Cottage near H Gate

Friends $50  Non-members $65

Bookings essential. Numbers limited.

In this workshop you will make two       

a beeswax wraps to take home. The 

wraps can be used to cover food, is 

easily cleaned and will reduce your 

plastic waste. Tea and coffee provided.

Photo: Nicky Rollerson

events
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Beginners’ Workshop
with Helen Burrows

Thursday 12, Friday 13, Saturday 14 
and Sunday 15 September

Friends:  $425 

Non-members:  $493

This intensive four-day course 

provides an introduction to botanical 

art via pencil and watercolour. 

Students will begin to develop skills in 

outline drawing, foreshortening, tonal 

work and rendering of surfaces, basic 

colour work and paint application.

The cost of the course includes 

equipment to be used during the 

workshop – drawing materials, paint, 

watercolour paper and brushes.

Botanical Illustrators
THe Whirlies Group has agreed 

to revert to its original name of ‘The 

Botanical Illustrators of the Friends of 

the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne’ 

as we are now located in Domain 

House rather than the Whirling Room.

The group has met on Tuesdays 

for 30 years, with a high attendance 

rate throughout the year, and 

at the moment is involved in 

supporting the curators managing 

the reFraming Nature exhibition.

For more information, please 

contact Sandra Sanger on 9598 9532.

All classes and workshops will be 
held in DOMAIN HOUSE.  

For bookings and information,  
please see our website:  

www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org.au  
or contact the Friends’ 
office on 9650 6398.

Above:  Variegated Clivea.
Below: Poppies

Painted by Helen Burrows.

Workshop will 
include morning  

and afternoon tea  
but BYO lunch.

Classes
Term 4, 2019 will start in the week 

beginning Tuesday 8 October.
Classes of 8 weeks per term will 
be held on one of the following:

Evening: Tuesday 

Daytime: Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday 
(two sessions each day 2.5hr) 
Sunday (one 2.5hr session) 
Friday (one 3hr session)

 
2.5hr classes: 
  Friends: $279

  Non-members: $344

3hr classes: 
  Friends: $326

  Non-members: $391

We strongly recommend that 

students without prior experience 

in botanical illustration complete a 

Beginners’ Workshop before entering 

term classes.

illustrators
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Superb Blue Wren  

by Sharon Tattersall

Summer berries 
by Corinna May

Pomegranate and Figs both by  

Ludmila Volodina

Chestnuts by Paul Rovis

Delve deep into the splendour of the 
natural world when you visit reframing 

Nature, a natural history art exhibition 
presented by the Friends of the RBGV 
Melbourne Gardens. 

Featuring spectacular birds, 
intriguing and colourful fungi, intricately 
painted insects, amphibians and other 
animals, fruits and seashells, reframing 

Nature is sure to delight. 
‘This exhibition is a wonderful 

opportunity for visitors to the Botanic 
Gardens to explore nature from a 
different perspective,’ said Mary Ward.

reframing Nature is the culmination 
of almost 300 exhibited pieces carefully 
painted, using various mediums, 
by artists from across Australia. The 
exhibition encourages artists of all 
levels, from first time exhibitors through 
to internationally-recognised painters, 
to display their wonderful talents. 

You only need to look at the beautiful 
art presented on this page to see the 
high standard of the art which will be 
exhibited at the exhibition. 

Once you have indulged your 
senses, it is also a perfect opportunity 
to purchase art for your home with 
all exhibited art and unframed pieces 
available for purchase. 

reframing Nature is open daily from 
10am – 4pm in Domain House located 
in Dallas Brooks Drive from Saturday 
21 September – Sunday 6 October. 
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Top:  Ornamental 
Lake in the rain by 

John Harrison. 
 Centre top: 

Rain puddle and 
reflection by Liz 

Cooper. 
Below:  Raindrops 

on leaves by 
Richard Kirsner.

photo group 
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Top:  Splash by 
Coula Panagis.

 Centre: Swan by 
Nicky Rollerson.

Below:  Duck 
Dabbling by Tim 

Barker..

Water    The Group’s June meeting 

was devoted to photographing water. 

Convener John Harrison advised that  

water is  not an easy subject, despite 

many attempts at photographing 

landscapes featuring lakes and rivers. 

Shown on this page are the results 

of the advice and also members’ 

inventive approaches to the subject.

Meeting dates for the next quarter 

are Wednesday, 18 September;  

16 October; 20 November at 11 am. 

John Harrison

photo group
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Rosa rugosa, native to the sand 
dunes of Japan, has been called 
the Japanese rose, but it is also 
indigenous to Korea, eastern 
Siberia and northern China where 

it has been grown as a garden 

shrub and used for pot-pourri 
and medicinal purposes. Chinese 
flower artist Chao Ch’ang depicted 
rugosa roses in his paintings 

around 1000 AD. Rugosa roses 
were introduced into Britain in 1796 
by nurserymen Lee & Kennedy 
of Hammersmith. A large number 

of hybrids are now in existence, 
and there is a fine collection in 
the Species Rose Collection in the 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne.

Rosa rugosa and its hybrids form 
vigorous and sturdy shrubs up to 2.5 
metres high which bloom throughout 
the season, and the fragrance 
permeates the air and can be smelt 
from quite a distance away. The 
delicate looking flowers, reminiscent 
of crumpled tissue paper, initially 
bowl-shaped and then opening 
flat, are followed by large tomato- 
shaped hips. Rugosus in Latin means 
wrinkled, and the distinctive leaves 
are heavily veined and the crinkly 
rough texture of the leaf provides 
a physical barrier, which protects 
the plants from common rose fungal 
diseases such as black spot and 
powdery mildew. The heavily prickled 
stems offer protection from rodent, 
rabbit, deer and kangaroo damage 
and provide a safe haven for small 
birds like wrens to nest. The rose hips 
are a food source for the birds as well.

Extremely hardy and disease- 
resistant, rugosa roses thrive in the 
poorest sandy soils and will tolerate 
salt and wind and, in fact, do not like 
to be sprayed at all.  Pruning is easy, 
just requiring the removal of old and 
weak wood and cutting to a bud eye, 
which can look burgundy in colour, to 
encourage a shapely shrub or hedge, 
but wait until the leaves have dropped 
as you will often get a display of 
autumn-coloured foliage. Rugosa 
roses grown on their own roots will 
put up suckers to form impenetrable 
hedges or barriers which can act as 
a wind break and create a sheltered 
microclimate for other less hardy 
plants.  Rugosa roses can prevent 
erosion with their strong root system 
and can be planted along coast lines 
and river banks for this reason.  New 

plants can be created through digging 
up the suckers, but can also be grown 
from cuttings or seed, although the 
seed needs a chilling period before 
germination will occur. Planting rugosa 
roses that are grafted onto other root 
stock can make them less aggressive 
in the landscape.

As a rose which is grown without 
the need for chemical sprays, it is 
suitable to be used for culinary and 
medicinal purposes. Interestingly 
all parts of the rugosa roses: petals, 
rosehips, leaves, seeds, young shoots, 
stems, roots, and inner and outer 

Rosa ‘Schneezwerg’

bark have been used in traditional 
medicine. Research carried out by 
the Department of Pharmaceutical 
Botany in the Medical University of 
Lublin, Poland in 2013 indicated that 
R.rugosa petals possessed notable 
antibacterial and anti-fungal properties 
and contained large amounts of 
biologically active ingredients showing 
high antioxidant activity, and cytotoxic 
and anti-proliferative activity towards 
cancer cells.

Most of the rugosa hybrids fall in 
the white to pink colour palette, but 
‘Agnes’, a cross between Rosa rugosa 

Rosa rugosa fimbriata   Photos supplied by the author.

rugosa roses 
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‘Schneezwerg’, which translates to 

Snowdwarf in German was raised by 

Lambert of Germany and introduced in 

1912, and is one of the more compact 

rugosas only growing to 1.5 metres. 

It has dark shiny foliage, and strongly 

fragrant, small, semi-double flowers of 
pure white, followed by orange hips.

‘Scabrosa’ has the largest single 

flowers of fuschia pink and equally 
large red hips, looking very dramatic 

The Rosa rugosa bed at the RBGV Melbourne Gardens.

and Rosa foetida persiana bred by 

Saunders of Canada in 1922 has petals 

of yellow later fading to cream.  The 

growth is upright, bushy and strong 

and the leaves small and pale green.

Rosa fimbriata, also called 

‘Phoebe’s Frilled Pink’ or ‘Dianthiflora’ 
has flowers which are frilled at the 
edges like a dianthus. The fringed 

flowers are possibly the result of a 
breakdown in some of the genetic 

matter because of the wide separation 

in the parent plants of Rosa rugosa and 

the vigorous Noisette rose ‘Madame 

Alfred Carrière’.  The Grootendorst 

rugosas bred by F.J. Grootendorst & 

Sons in the Netherlands also have the 

fringed flowers but unlike most of the 
rugosas lack fragrance

‘Roseraie de l’Hay’ bred by 

Gravereaux in France in 1901 and 

named after the magnificent rose 
garden near Paris, has the typically 

luxurious rugosa foliage, very large 

double rich crimson purple flowers 
opening wide from pointed buds with 

a very strong fragrance.

‘Sarah van Fleet’ bred by Dr van 

Fleet in the USA and introduced in 

1926 is a strong bushy upright shrub 

two metres in height, and is considered 

one of the most useful and reliable 

rugosas for municipal plantings or at 

the back of borders.  Its flowers are 
large, semi-double, slightly cupped, 

and china pink with yellow stamens.

when flowers and hips occur on the 
bush together.

The hardy, prickly, disease- 
resistant rugosa roses, with delicate 
flowers, and in most cases strong 
fragrance and decorative edible hips 
and petals, and leaves that can be 
made into a tea, are an intriguing and 
versatile plant with many applications 
for use in both private and public 
gardens.

Michelle Endersby

 Rosa “Agnes”

rugosa roses
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Waist-high beds, textured walking surfaces and Braille-labelled water piping all contribute to 
a successsful sensory experience for the vision-impaired.

Creating a Garden 

for the Senses
In a first for the Melbourne 
International Flower and Garden 

Show (MIFGS), 2019 saw the 
blossoming of a unique tie-up 
between education, industry and 
community to create a sensory 
garden for those with low vision or 

blindness.

It all began with ‘project 

mastermind’ by Guide Dogs Victoria 

who saw in MIFGS a unique potential 

to showcase a never-before-seen 

accessible garden where the focus 

was wholly on smell, hearing and 

touch. It would serve as a space for 

low vision and blind people to enjoy, 

plus provide the wider community 

with new perspectives on inclusivity 

for the vision-impaired.

So the seeds were planted. Guide 

Dogs Victoria reached out to its 

education partners and horticulture 

training specialists Kangan Institute 

and Bendigo TAFE for help to bring 

the project to life. 

‘Over 40 horticulture and landscape 

design students put their hands up, 

banding together to design, grow 

and build the garden under their 

teachers’ guidance in Bendigo. They 

then disassembled it, transported it 

to Melbourne and then reassembled 

it at the Show,’ said Kangan Institute 

and Bendigo TAFE Director of Food 

and Fibre, Nicole Broe. ‘As the project 

gained momentum, other students 

and teachers in conservation land 

management, agriculture, animal 

studies and construction also lent 

their expertise. The collaboration 

across all stakeholders – internal and 

external – was really impressive.’

SENSORY ELEMENTS
Fundamental to the garden’s design 

was ensuring that people of all abilities 

– old, young, in a wheelchair, or in 

need of a carer – could get up close 

to the garden and enjoy the space. 

One of the garden’s special elements 

included irrigation pipes that doubled 

as navigational hand rails with Braille 

labels. This helped to guide visually-

impaired visitors on what they were 

touching, feeling and smelling. 

Creative use of underfoot textures 

also helped visitors differentiate the 

zones, with timber decking at the 

entry leading to synthetic turf for the 

productive area.  

Made with recycled materials, 

raised garden beds provided waist-

height access to plants – ideal 

for people in wheelchairs – while 

ensuring the beds remained trample-

free from dogs. The raised beds also 

kept soil warmer, which promoted a 

longer growing season for plants.  

Sounds and aromas added to the 

entire sensory experience. Native bird, 

insect and animal noises featured 

in the background. A vertical green 

wall, complete with interchangeable 

containers, was home to scented 

herbs like sage and basil. 

The team wanted to ensure visitors 

fully enjoyed the sensory garden 

and the other exhibits on show. 3D 

prints were available to allow patrons 

to feel and understand the layout 

of the garden and Carlton Gardens 

where the MIFGS was held. This 

was coupled with assistive beacon 

technology installed by Guide Dogs 

Victoria throughout the Show. Another 

Visitors to the exhibit enjoyed experiencing the vertical green 
wall.

feature 
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Braille signs on PVC water pipe.

Show-first: the technology provided 
audio descriptions of surroundings to 

guide vision-impaired people.

BRINGING THE GARDEN TO LIFE
Guide Dogs Victoria offered guidance 

throughout planning and construction. 

Students were encouraged to don 

blindfolds to experience the limitations 

faced by a person with low vision 

or blindness. ‘We were on hand to 

support the students in learning about 

accessible design and to set them on 

a path in their career where they have 

a greater awareness of the importance 

of inclusive practice in everything they 

do,’ said Karen Hayes, Chief Executive 

Officer of Guide Dogs Victoria. 
The students also considered how 

to design a space that offered practical 

ideas for all visitors, sighted and vision-

impaired alike, who were seeking ideas 

for their own gardens at home. 

The solar-powered water feature, 

for instance, was a sustainable option 

for people who enjoyed listening to 

the calming trickle of moving water. 

The feature also served as a pit stop 

for thirsty dogs or a refreshing bath for 

birds. Garden lovers contending with 

small yard spaces would see a lot of 

potential in the vertical green wall. 

Easy to erect, the instant garden can 

be constructed over a large space or 

a small area of around 1x1 metres.

With a 100 per cent modular design, 

the garden could be rearranged 

to fit different spaces, big or small. 
Because of its ease of transferability, 

this sensory garden now lives on as 

a showpiece at festivals and events.  

THRIVING ON KNOWLEDGE
The garden was built in a matter 

of month,s but the lessons learned 

proved to be long-lasting. ‘The project 

has been an amazing experience for 

our students and teaching staff,’ said 

Kangan Institute and Bendigo TAFE 

Chief Executive Officer Phil Murphy. 
‘This was a real-life, hands-on 

project that allowed them to apply the 

skills and techniques they’ve learned 

at TAFE. More importantly, they 

have gained a vital and meaningful 

experience in developing accessible 

and inclusive spaces.’ 

Guide Dogs Victoria also saw great 

benefits from the project.
‘Taking part in this amazing show 

provided our organisation with the 

opportunity to promote the importance 

of accessible design in horticulture for 

people with low vision or blindness, 

while also enabling our clients to 

enjoy the delights of the show, just 

like everyone else,’ said Karen Hayes.

The partnership between Guide 

Dogs Victoria, Kangan Institute and 

Bendigo TAFE continues to thrive.

The TAFE’s Food and Fibre Centre of 

Excellence is now home to Idaho, one 

of Guide Dogs Victoria’s Ambassador 

Dogs, who will play a special role in 

educating the community about the 

partnership and promoting inclusivity 

for blind and vision-impaired people. 

Guide Dogs Victoria has also just 

opened its first office in Bendigo, 
and hopes to expand the links with 

regional students at Bendigo TAFE. 

To find out more about the sensory 
garden and the project, contact 

Bendigo Kangan Institute at 13 8233. 

Ambassador Guide Dog Idaho relaxes  
at the show.

Right: Beacon audible 
technology also sup-

ported the navigation of 
the sensory garden.

Photos for this article 
supplied  by the au-

thors.

feature



With Spring around the 

Corner, Recline in Comfort 
and Culture
We are nearing the time when we 

can put that winter coat away, 
feel the warmth of the sun and 

find new ways to enjoy the great 
outdoors. While the humble picnic 
is a great excuse to get out of the 
house, it doesn’t mean you need to 
compromise on comfort and culture.

At RBGV Melbourne Gardens, the 

team have thought of everything you 

need for a perfect day out with friends 

and family.

‘We want to offer visitors something 

at the Gardens that enriches their soul, 

through a beautiful experience, nice 

food or new knowledge,’ said Rufino 
Ramos, Head of Visitor Experience.  

‘Visitors have responded really well to 

our new program of events, especially 

the more regular Explorer Bus tours and 

soothing Harp in the Gardens concerts.’

Visitors are encouraged to take 

a guided tour with their children or 

grandchildren, enjoy a harp concert, 

hire deck chairs or look through the 

historic Great Melbourne Telescope 

at the starry night sky. These are 

wonderful ways to take a break from 

the hustle and bustle of everyday life 

and return feeling healthier, happier 

and more relaxed than ever.

The other benefit of organised 
events and guided tours is that there 

are always ways to connect with 

others who share the same interests, 

and make friends along the way.

There are plenty of free activities, 

as well as discounts for Friends of the 

 New Deck Chair hire service available from the Visitor Centre this Spring.

Michael Johnson with his harp in the Gardens.

Gardens. To make a booking or find 
out more, ask at the Visitor Centre, 

phone (03) 9252 2529 or visit our 

website at www.rbg.vic.gov.au. 

Deck Chairs
This spring, you will be able to unwind 

in style with the new deck chair hire in 

Melbourne Gardens – recently voted 

#1 picnic spot in Melbourne by Harp-

er’s Bazaar! perfect way to enjoy a 

picnic, read a book or simply sit back 

and relax in the Gardens in comfort.

These deck chairs are a brand 

new service, which can be hired 

from our Visitors Centre at a cost of 

$5 each for two hours or $10  for the 

whole day.

Why not make it a special occasion 

and add a tasty tiffin lunch from 
Jardin Tan? This fancy way to feast 

includes a variety of Asian-fusion 
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meals for two, including curries, rice 

paper rolls and desserts. Bring your 

own bottle of bubbly and make it a 

day to remember. Public transport is 

nearby.

Alternatively, bring your own 

picnic, reading material, binoculars 

and sun protection to enjoy the most 

of your deck-chair experience.

Harp in the Gardens

Soak in the green tones of tree ferns and 

the soothing harp music in this series of 

special concerts. Set in the rest house 

on the cusp of Fern Gully, composer and 

harpist Michael Johnson moves through 

guided mindfulness meditation before 

embarking on a meditative concert. 

Using music as a healing tool, 

Michael interweaves music inspired 

by the Gardens with stories of how 

his compositions came to life. Draw 

down on a sense of peace, calm and 

wellbeing as you sit back and unwind 

in nature. 

These concerts will take place on 

Sundays 15 and  29 September, 20 

October, and 10 and 24 November 

at a cost of $20 per person. 

Garden Explorer

Discover the beauty of this inner-city 

oasis in the comfort of the open-air 

Garden Explorer bus. Enjoy live 

commentary and stunning views as you 

wind your way through the picturesque 

landscapes of Melbourne Gardens.

It is available all week round from 

Monday – Friday, noon – 5 pm (30 

mins). Saturday, Sunday and public 

holidays, 11 am – 5 pm (30 mins). 

Prices are $10 Adult, $8 Concession 

and Friends member, $5 Child.

Free Guided Walk

See the highlights of this green sanctuary 

in the middle of bustling Melbourne with a 

free guided walk. Find sensational views 

and photo opportunities, and uncover 

the heritage and plant diversity of Mel-

bourne Gardens with a passionate guide. 

The walks occur daily at 10.30 

am (1.5 hrs) and are free.

Melbourne Observatory: Solar Tour
Did you know that the sun is ap-

proximately 4.6 billion years old? 

View our nearest star with the help

of expert astronomical guides 

and powerful telescopes and 

learn about the solar system while

enjoying special access to the historic 

buildings of Melbourne Observatory.

Dates are Sunday 8 September , 

20 October and 10 November at  

2 pm (45 mins) and the price is $13 

Adult, $10 Concession and $6 Child.

Secret Life of Birds
From coots to cormorants, spinebills to 

swans, the birds of Melbourne Gardens 

are a delight to hear and see. Seek 

out seasonal birds feasting on nec-

tar from spring flowers and spy water 
birds nesting around Ornamental Lake. 

Dates are Saturday 21 September,  

10 am, Thursday 24 October (National 

Bird Week), 5.30pm or Saturday 16 

November, 10 am. The walks last for an 

hour and a half. Cost: $18 Adult, $16 

Concession and $9 Child.

Tanya Hendy
Communications and Media  

Co-ordinator

Enjoy special access to the historic buildings of the Melbourne Observatory.

Hear and see seasonal birds on the Secret Life of Birds tour. Images for this article supplied by the author.
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September

12 Insiders’ Experience – Artist in Residence p14

12 Beginners’ Workshop – Helen Burrows p18

15 PCC Sunday Open Day – 11 am to 4 pm p12

18 Photo Group Walk – 11am p21

21 reFraming Nature Exhibition Commences p19

26 School Holiday Workshop – Printed Tote Bags p14

October
2 Spring Walk – reFraming Nature p14

11 Fit Friends’ Ramble – Historic Buildings p14

12 PCC Beginners’ Basketry Workshop No. 4 p14

16 Photo Group Walk – 11 am p21

19 Spring Plant Sale 10 am to 4 pm p12

20 Spring Plant Sale – 10 am to 3 pm p12

20 PCC Sunday Open Day – 11 am to 4 pm p11

22 Inspiring Garden Designs – Insider’s Talk p15

25 Insiders’ Walk – Araucarias p16

31 Bus Tour – Gippsland Gardens p15

November

8 Talking Plants – Perennials p16

13 Fit Friends’ Ramble – Duldig Studio p16

15 New Members’ Welcome – PCC

16 PCC Sustainable Weaving Workshop p17

17 PCC Sunday Open Day – 11 am to 4 pm p12

18 Friends’ AGM – 6pm p10

20 Photo Group Walk – 11 am p21

28 Cocktail Party p17

30 Beeswax Wraps – PCC Workshop p17

Calendar

The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne Inc. complies 

with the Australian Privacy Principles for the collection and use of 

personal information.

2020
AUSTRALIAN 
LANDSCAPE 
CONFERENCE

27–30 March 2020 

Melbourne Convention 

& Exhibition Centre

www.landscapeconference.com

Registration open October 2019

2020

MAJOR SPONSOR

Adaptability 
of Landscapes


