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The Growing Friends’ 

AUTUMN PLANT 

SALE 2020

10% discount for Friends’ Members 

Saturday 18 April 10am - 4pm

Sunday 19 April 10am - 3pm

FREE ENTRY 
Inside E - Gate

Plants are mainly sourced from the Royal Botanic Gardens. 

Many are not commonly available.  

Enliven your garden or balcony with living colour

Great range available of:

• Australian Natives

• Bulbs and Rhizomes

• Herbs

• Rhododendron Vireyas

• Succulents

• Bromeliads

• Hanging baskets

• Climbers

• Camellias

• Perennials

• Shrubs

• Trees

• Orchids

Advice available from our members and from RBGV horticultural staff who are very willing 

to answer questions on the day.

For more information on these and other plants at the sale, our catalogue will be available 

on our website one week before the sale.

Please bring your own bags or  

trolleys to carry your new  

plant treasures home.
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Autumn in the 
Melbourne Gardens

1. John Harrison

2. Karen Pyke - 

Banksia ‘Birthday 
Candles’
3. David Forbes, 

Haemanthus 

coccineus - Blood 

Lilies

4. Jane Bennett

5. Mary Ward, 

Quercus aff:alba 

demise.

Cover Image

Nepenthes 

edwardsiana

Alastair Robinson
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Welcome back! I hope you all had a wonderful summer 

break and were able to enjoy time to be happily involved 

with your favourite things – time with family, time with 

nature, time to yourself! The Gardens have been playing 

their part in people’s lives for many years, with 2021 being 

the 175th anniversary of their founding. Let’s see what we 

can do to celebrate that milestone next year!

We closed off 2019 with our annual cocktail party 

celebration at the end of November. It was a beautiful 

calm, mild evening and the setting at The Terrace by 

the Ornamental Lake was delightful. It was a wonderful 

opportunity to catch up and talk about the year and my 

thanks go to everyone who helped organise the evening, 

especially Lisa, Lucinda and Jill. 

Summer can be a time of extremes and Melbourne’s 

variable climate can raise eyebrows. This year the tragedy 

of bushfires and their toll on the human, animal and plant 
populations has been devastating. Precious ecosystems 

and endangered wildlife may never fully recover but botanic 

gardens can play their part in helping to regenerate and 

restore, not only by using resources such as the Victorian 

Conservation Seedbank, but by providing a calm and 

restful place for people to seek personal comfort.

A wonderful way to explore the Melbourne Gardens is 

by taking a ride on the Garden Explorers. The Friends have 

been delighted to fund the purchase of two new vehicles, 

so give them a wave if you see them out and about, or use 

your Friends’ discount to enjoy a ride yourself!

This year’s events are already underway so remember 

to use Botanic News and the regular eNews bulletins to 

keep yourselves up to date. The Plant Craft Cottage will 

be the focus of some special activities and workshops  

during the year. Following the success of our first Artist-
in -Residence at the Cottage last year, the Creative 

Residency Project will feature four new artists, each with 

different skills and fabulous talents to showcase. The first 
artist will be in residence from 24 February. Also, our thank 

you to volunteers will once again be held at the Cottage 

during Volunteer Week, at the end of May. One event for 

later this year that is already well into forward planning is 

the 2020 TABI Exhibition, our biennial showcase of the best 

of botanical art. The Winter Botanic News will have more 

details on that.

The year ended on a sad note for the Melbourne Gardens 

with the failure of the much-loved White Oak (Quercus aff. 

alba) on the Oak Lawn, just inside F Gate. It was probably 

one of several oaks that were planted in 1862 and its 

shady canopy and autumn leaves have been enjoyed 

for generations. More recently, the stunning display of 

daffodils in late winter/early spring has delighted every 

visitor. As a North American species, a reduced lifespan to 

that in its native habitat was expected, but our continuing 

hotter, dryer weather would have taken its toll and made 

it more susceptible to the insect and fungal damage that 

was found in it. The tree will be replaced in time with an oak 

species assessed as being able to cope with Melbourne’s 

changing climate and its fallen timber given a second life. 

We shall keep you posted. 5

3

from the president
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.The 33rd Annual General Meeting of the Friends of the 

Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne Inc. was held in Mueller 

Hall on Monday 18 November. We congratulate the three 

members of Council who were re-elected to hold office until 
the AGM in 2021. They are Vice-President Lynsey Poore, 

Secretary Adnan Mansour and Ordinary Member Margaret 

(Meg) Miller.

Long-term Council member Dr Richard Kirsner stood 

down at the AGM and we thank him for his many years of 

valuable service. 

The recipient of the Helen McLellan Research Grant 

for 2019/2020 is Alastair Robinson (receiving his award at 

right) for his project to investigate the Syndrome of Plant 

Carnivory in Nepenthes. Congratulations, Alastair!

At the close of the evening, long-term volunteer service 

awards for 24 members were announced. These included 

an award for 35 Years’ service to Marge Watson (PCC) 

and awards for 30 Years’ service to Sharon Beaman, Jan 

Cheyne and Sandra Edlin from the Growing Friends, and 

Lyn Brown and Phyl Knaggs from PCC. Congratulations to 

all those members who received awards.

Mary Ward

Vale Dr David M Churchill (1933 – 2019)

On 14 April 1971 Dr Churchill was appointed Director and 

Government Botanist, Royal Botanic Gardens and National 

Herbarium, Melbourne. He took up the appointment 

towards the end of that year, bringing with him a strong 

commitment to see scientific principles and high standards 
of performance applied to the research, care and 

management of both areas of his responsibility.

Prior to this appointment, David had been a Senior 

Research Assistant in the Department of Botany at Cambridge 

University, Senior Lecturer in the newly-created Department 

of Botany at Monash University, and, during 1969, Acting 

Professor and Chairman of Botany for that Department.

Almost immediately, David had to steer through an 

era of disaster-prevention for the Gardens. Erection of a 

high-rise block of flats along Anderson Street opposite the 
Gardens had to be opposed to retain the aesthetics of the 

Gardens and prevent the creation of turbulent wind-tunnel 

effects capable of uprooting fully-grown trees. The day was 

saved, such that in 1972 government height restrictions 

were placed on all future building in the vicinity. The severe 

drought of 1972-3 with restrictions on fixed water sprinklers 
followed, and the survival of century-old and lesser plants 

alike was threatened. David planned emergency measures 

including the recruitment of 50 students for hand-holding 

hoses. He requested funds for dredging the main lake to 

remove silt and weed and provide an emergency water 

supply, but it was not until a later drought in 1983 that 

this objective was achieved. Public subscription of over 

$158,000 obtained via the Sun News-Pictorial ‘Save the 

Lake’ campaign then enabled a thorough job to be done. 

Dr Churchill was also responsible for introducing the first 
apprentice gardeners as part of the RBG staff.

He introduced the computer era, and the establishment 

of a Flora Survey section, to survey and record plant 

species in the field. Through computer analysis, plant 
communities were defined and mapped, and areas of 
special botanical significance defined. From this, the 
Herbarium staff compiled and maintained A Census of 

the Vascular Plants of Victoria, the first edition of which 
appeared in 1984.  There was also a computer listing of all 

the Gardens’ plants – a Garden Census – which simplified 
and sped up much of the Gardens’ planning and enquiry 

work. Melbourne thus became the first Botanic Gardens 
that could provide a listing of all its holdings.

During his Directorship the Plant Craft Cottage Group, 

associated Volunteer Guides and the Friends of the RBG 

Melbourne Inc. were all established to give additional, 

much-valued support to the Gardens. 

This tribute is part of an article written by Helen Aston 

in the Friends’ now-defunct Botanic Magazine, Volume 4. 

1991, on the occasion of Dr Churchill’s retirement.

members

Photo Richard Kirsner
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Plans, Plans and Plants!

As I approach a personal ten-year 

milestone at Melbourne Gardens, I 

can’t think of a time when we haven’t 

been planning for the future of our 

magnificent Gardens. Whether it’s 
been the Working Wetlands, the 

Conservation Management Plan, the 

Aboriginal Heritage Values Project, 

plans for the rejuvenation of Fern Gully, 

the Landscape Succession Strategy, 

or more recently, the new Arid Garden 

and the 20-year Master Plan – we’re 

always looking ahead. After 174 years, 

there’s still so much to do!

Of course, careful and considered 

planning is critical in appropriately 

developing our precious heritage 

landscape and buildings, so I’m pleased 

to update you with another recently 

completed plan – The Living Collections 

Strategy for Melbourne Gardens 2020-

2040 – a plan for our plants.

The living collections of Melbourne 

Gardens are nestled within the 

framework of our Garden, which 

has been skilfully designed in the 

nineteenth-century picturesque and 

gardenesque landscape styles.  

Melbourne Gardens still retains the 

bold design character introduced 

by William Guilfoyle as Director 

(1873–1909). This landscape design 

contributes strongly to the international 

reputation of the Gardens.

The existing landscape qualities and 

scientific importance of the Gardens 
are key to informing the introduction, 

development and evaluation of 

collections. It is essential that the 

management of the living collections 

is guided by an understanding of 

botanical integrity, plant conservation 

priorities, collection establishment 

cycles, contemporary principles of 

horticultural management, and respect 

for the existing cultural and heritage 

values.  

the purposes of conservation, 

display, education, interpretation 

and research (Wyse Jackson, 1999). 

These outcomes distinguish botanic 

gardens from other public gardens 

and parks and highlight their role 

as a valuable scientific and cultural 
resource. Usually, collections are 

defined within themes which are 
complementary to the internationally 

recognised roles of botanic gardens 

throughout the world.

The Living Collections Strategy 

provides an integrated framework 

to guide the management of plant 

collections within the Melbourne 

Gardens. It includes international, 

national and state contexts for the 

living collections and develops clearer 

links to other strategic plans such as 

the Master Plan and the Landscape 

Succession Strategy. 

As a ‘Garden of the World’, 

containing plants from 191 countries, 

the associated plant diversity of 

Melbourne Gardens is challenged by 

a changing climate and increasing 

stresses on biodiversity. Nonetheless, 

the Living Collections Strategy 

highlights the potential to reimagine 

living collections, create innovative 

interpretation and showcase the 

benefits that are provided by plants 
for people and the planet.  

The strategy also provides 

overarching guidance for living 

collections planning and development 

to  align with the RBGV’s mission 

and global targets to protect plant 

diversity. Developing the strategy 

has emphasised considerable 

opportunities to deliver collection-

based science and research 

objectives and develop more effective 

storytelling to highlight the services 

that are provided by plants to ensure 

life and health. 

We are often asked ‘What is a 

plant collection?’ This can simply be 

defined as a group of plants grown for 
a distinct purpose (BGCI, 2018). Such 

a collection can be focussed in one 

location or distributed across the whole 

landscape. Botanic gardens contain 

accurately identified, documented 
and labelled plant collections for 

Palm Collection.

The quality of the Melbourne 

Gardens’	world-renowned	
landscape readily 

provides	a	‘living	platform’	
for developing plant 

appreciation.

Melbourne Gardens is 

currently ranked 35th in 

the world for taxa diversity, 

50th to 58th in the world for 

threatened and unique taxa 

respectively, and in the top 

5% for all these categories 

over 1,000 botanic gardens 

worldwide. 
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Melbourne Gardens Living 
Collections at 2020

Geographical

•  Australian Forest Walk

•  New Zealand

•  North America Drylands

•  Southern Africa

•  Southern China

Research and Conservation

•  Australian Rare & Threatened    

Species 

•  Terrestrial Orchid 

Taxonomic and Evolutionary

•  Araucariaceae

•  Cacti & Succulent 

•  Camellia

•  Corymbia & Eucalyptus

•  Cycad

•  Palm

•  Quercus

Ecological

•  Lower Yarra River Habitat

Ornamental and Cultural 

•  Climate Ready Rose Garden

•  Fern Gully

•  Gardens House

•  Grey Garden

•  Herb & Medicinal Garden

•  The Ian Potter Foundation 

Children’s Garden

•  Perennial Border

•  Tropical Glasshouse 

Current holdings of the entire Living 

Collection (January 2019) 

• No. of countries represented: 191 

(98% of sovereign states)

• No. of families: 251 

• No. of genera: 1,705 

• No. of taxa: 7,723 

• No. of accessions: 24,294 

• Taxa of wild-collected 

provenance: 18% 

• Rare and threatened taxa: 6% 

Chris Cole
Executive Director

Melbourne Gardens

Top: Fern Gully Collection 

Centre: Perennial Border Collection

Below: New Zealend Collection.

Photos: Chris Cole.

 from the gardens
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‘To	be	a	Friend	is	
reward in itself, 

but there are other 

benefits	such	as	
lectures, guided 

tours, special visits 

and	events.’
David Churchill, Director 

and Government 

Botanist, writing in the 

first	Friends’	newsletter. 
No 1, July 1982.

Marg (left) and Chris 
(right) in the hall of 

Gate Lodge. 
Photo: Meg Miller

Volunteer	 Profiles	 – Chris 
Trumble and Margaret Thomas 
Volunteering offers opportunities to 

use career skills in new environments. 

For Chris Trumble and Marg Thomas, 

volunteering at the Botanic Gardens 

meant they could build on skills and 

experiences developed over years 

in school communities – Chris as 

an administrative assistant in an 

independent school and Marg as a 

primary teacher. 

Chris and Marg work as volunteers 

at the Friends’ office at Gate Lodge 
every Thursday and enjoy the 

camaraderie with other staff and the 

people they come in contact with 

during the course of each day in an 

environmentally-focused and friendly 

environment.

Chris has been part of the volunteer 

team at Gate Lodge for eleven 

years. When she was preparing for 

retirement she thought she would 

contact the Friends to see if she could 

be of use in some voluntary capacity. 

This seemed as if it was meant to be 

when a flyer seeking office volunteers 

fell out of the Botanic News, which 

came in the mail at that time. Although 

she originally thought that maybe she 

could be of use ‘sticking on labels’ 

and ‘stuffing envelopes’ she has been 
gratified to find that working in the 
Friends’ office is much more than this, 
utilising skills gained in her working 

life and teaching her new ones as well. 

Chris also works as a volunteer 

at the Plant Craft Cottage helping 

maintain the garden there. She says, 

‘I felt volunteering would be a positive 

and useful way to help support the 

Gardens’.

Marg’s adventure with the Friends 

began with wanting to be a botanical 

illustrator. But after trying this out for 

a few terms, she found it wasn’t really 

her thing. She did find, however, that 
botanical illustrators were very generous 

about sharing their techniques. 

The Botanic News was asking 

for new volunteers and, after an 

interview, Marg was offered an 

office administration position for one 
day a week. She has thrived and 

enjoyed this position, which has 

drawn on her teaching skills and 

built up her computer and database 

competencies.

Marg says, ‘The transition from 

working full time to volunteering has been 

a lovely way of connecting with a different 

community of committed and interesting 

people. Volunteering is different from paid 

work in that while there are still pressures 

to get things done, I actually get thanked 

for what I do!’ 

Marg also adds that gardening 

people are very appreciative. They 

love growing plants, have positive 

energy, and are good to be around. 

‘Working in such a positive place 

and the friendships we’ve developed 

makes us feel that we have added 

value and are contributing to keeping 

the world as green as possible. Our 

mindfulness is improved by being a 

volunteer in such a rich community.’

If you are interested in volunteer-

ing and would love to get involved, 

contact the Friends at 03 9650 6398 

or rbgfriendsmelbourne.org.
Jennifer Ure

Volunteer Convener

volunteer profiles
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Photo: Michael Hare
AUTUMN SALE DATES

Saturday 18 April from 10 am until 4 pm

Sunday 19 April from 10 am until 3 pm 

Don’t forget your carry bags and Membership Card.

NURSERY OPEN DAYS

The Nursery is open every Friday for plant sales until, and 

including,  27 March and will reopen after the Autumn Plant 

Sale on 8 May.

SPRING SALE DATES

Saturday & Sunday 17 and 18 October 2020

Autumn Colours

Autumn is the season with a kaleidoscope of colours as 

many plant leaves, prior to falling, change from green to 

every shade of yellow, red and purple.

In autumn most deciduous plants shed their leaves as a 

way of protection from physical damage due to snowfalls 

and strong winds, while at the same time the plant is 

struggling to photosynthesise sufficient food because of 
low levels of sunlight and low temperatures.

During their growing period, from spring to early autumn, 

the plant’s leaf colour is dominated by the green of chlorophyll 

which synthesises the food for the plant. As autumn progresses 

the production of chlorophyll declines so that the colours of 

other pigments present in the leaves begin to show through, 

carotenoids which are orange/yellow and anthocyanins which 

are red/purple. The generation of these autumn colours, viz., 

yellow in poplars, birch, ash, etc., and reds in maples, oaks, 

dogwoods, etc., provide spectacular displays whether as 

massed plantings or as a specimen plant and are often the 

main reason for the cultivation of the plants.

The Growing Friends propagate a number of plants which 

display good autumn colour, such as Cotinus coggygria, 

Cyrilla racemiflora and Rhododendron viscosum..

Michael Hare

Convenor

Cotinus coggyria	‘Grace’		Autumn	colour.

Cyrilla racemiflora Photos Michael Hare

Cotinus coggyria	‘Grace’		Flowering	season.

growing friends
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Rippon Lea Estate
Fit Friends’ Ramble
Thursday 19 March at 10 am
Meet at the front gate of Rippon Lea, 
192 Hotham Street, Elsternwick. 
Parking available in Hotham Street 
and Elm Street. Five minutes walk 
from Ripponlea station (Sandringham 
Line). Tram route 67, stop 42.
Friends $25 Non-members 
$35  (includes cost of tour)
Bookings essential. Limit 30.

Enjoy a tour of this historic garden 

that complements the mansion built 

in 1868 by Sir Frederick Sargood.  

Coffee will be available at your own 

expense in the gatehouse or a nearby 

café at the conclusion of our visit.

Artist-in-Residence
Insiders’ Experience
Tuesday 17 March at 10.30 am

Meet at Plant Craft Cottage for 

refreshments.   

FREE:  MEMBERS ONLY 

Bookings essential.

Meet Anna Dunnill who is the             

Summer Artist-in-Residence for 
the Friends’ Creative Residency 
program. Anna has a varied portfolio 
of artistic endeavours with something 
to interest everyone. Members will 
be able to meet and talk with Anna 
during their visit.

Bird Spotting
Insiders’ Walk
Tuesday 17 March at 6 pm 
Meet at Gate Lodge for
refreshments before the walk.
Friends $20  MEMBERS ONLY

Bookings essential. Limit 20.

Our knowledgeable guide David Plant 

has been documenting the birds in the 

Melbourne Gardens for many years.  

Take a quiet, leisurely stroll with David 

around the glorious Gardens to see 

and hear the colourful, noisy, small and 

large birds that inhabit our gardens. 

Bring your binoculars to help find the 

birds and their discreet hideaways.

Photo: National Trust of Australia (Victoria)  
Claire Takacs

Book Events online, from 
the Events page on  

our website:  
www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.

org OR on our enclosed 
booking form. For disabled 

access to onsite Events 
please contact the 

Friends’ office.

Edible Gardens 

How to create a thriving edible 
garden in a small space.  

with Craig Castree

Saturday 21 March  
10.30 am – 12 pm 
Meet at the Growing Friends’  
Nursery; enter via E Gate

Friends $65  Non-members $85

Bookings essential. Limit 12.  

Join the unstoppable Craig Castree 
as he takes you through all the literal 
ups and downs of gardening in small 
spaces. Covering wicking beds, 
miniature and dwarf fruit trees in tubs 
and more, Craig will inspire you in this 
workshop to get your edible garden 
growing loads of produce and thriving 
through the seasons.

Please wear appropriate protection 
against sun or rain.

Photo Diana Barrie

events

Free
for

Members
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Wildflowers	in	Iran 

Talking Plants 
Friday 3 April at 10 am
Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Friends $20 Non-members $30 
Student and Pensioner Members $10
Bookings essential.

Morning tea will be served before the talk.

Speaker, Geoff Crowhurst, was on    
an Alpine Garden Society tour led by 
Harry Jans from the Netherlands.

The abundance of colourful 
flowers will be on display in the slides 
accompanying Geoff’s talk.

Ancient Dye Workshop
Saturday 28 March  
10.30 am - 3.30 pm
Plant Craft Cottage near H Gate

Friends $120  Non-members $150 

Bookings essential. Limit 10 

Morning and afternoon tea 

provided. BYO lunch.

Come and join us in a workshop        

exploring the range of colours we 

can still create using the techniques 

from history.

We will explore reds, yellows, 

and blue and combinations of these 

to create colours from the spectrum.

Fantastic Friends
Workshop for Kids

Thursday 2 April 
between 10.30 am and 2.30 pm
Plant Craft Cottage near H Gate 

$8 per child. No booking required. 

Suitable from age 4 with  

accompanying adult.

Children are invited to come and        

spend a half-hour or so creating a 

Fantastic Friend using a variety of 

plant material including gum nuts, 

cones and seed pods.

Tomatoes
Illustrated Talk
Tuesday 21 April at 6 pm

Domain House, Dallas Brookes Drive 

Friends $20 Non-members $30 
Student and Pensioner Members $10 
Bookings essential. Refreshments will 
be served before the talk.

This talk will cover everything anyone 

ever needs to know about selecting, 

growing and using the best and 

tastiest tomatoes in all districts and 

climates. For the tomato lovers!

Weave a Wall Hanging
from plant-based and foraged items
Saturday 4 April 10.30 am -  3 pm
Plant Craft Cottage near H Gate 

Friends $150 Non-members $190  

Bookings essential. Limit 16

Tea and coffee provided. BYO lunch.

Rachel Wood from Wunder Weave    

will guide you through each step of 

the weaving process from setting up 

and preparing a frame loom, various 

knot styles and creative techniques 

and handy tips and tricks to create 

a beautiful piece of art to be proud of. 

To reflect the natural surroundings of 
the gardens, this workshop will have 

a strong focus on natural fibres and 
foraged items. All materials will be 

provided but feel free to bring any 

special plant materials you may wish 

to experiment with eg – cotton, linen, 

hemp fibres, gum leaves, bark, seeds 
and dried grasses.

All participants will leave with a 

woven wall hanging up to 34cm wide 

x 40cm long. Please note, loom kits 

are available for use in the workshop 

only. You wll have the option of 

purchasing the kit to continue your 

weaving journey, after the workshop   

(eftpos facilities will be available).

events
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Habitat Gardening
Illustrated Talk with AB Bishop
Tuesday 5 May   
6 for 6.30 pm 
Domain House, Dallas Brookes Drive 

Friends $20 Non-members $30 
Student and Pensioner Members $10 
Refreshments will be served before the 
talk and books will be available for sale.

In a world where suburban nature is 

declining and diversity is shrinking, 

AB Bishop will discuss why it’s time 

to look at our garden with new eyes 

to design, plant and maintain fauna-

friendly landscapes.  

Beeswax Wraps
Recycling in the Garden
Sunday 3 May  
10 am to 3 pm 

Meet at Plant Craft Cottage

Friends $50 Non-members $65 

Bookings essential. Limit 12 

Tea and coffee provided.

In this workshop you will make two        

beeswax wraps to take home. The 

wraps can be used to cover food, are 

easily cleaned and will help reduce your 

plastic ware.   

Cruden Farm Self-Drive Trip 

Wednesday 29 April
Meet at Cruden Farm at 10 am 

Friends $70  Non-members $90 

Bookings essential. Limit 35.

Fellow Friend Michael Morrison will 

guide us around this extraordinary 

Langwarrin garden. You’ll have time 

to explore this special place before 

we move to McClelland Sculpture 

Park and Gallery for lunch at the 

Cafe and an option to explore the 

surrounds and Gallery or take a 

guided tour ahead of our return. Map 

and notes provided at registration.

Our Autumn Trees
Insiders’ Walk
Wednesday 13 May  
10 for 10.20 am
Meet at Gate Lodge for 
refreshments before the walk

FREE:  MEMBERS ONLY.  
Bookings essential. Limit 20.

Come join fellow Members for an 

autumn walk to see the Botanic 

Gardens in a different light when 

many of our trees lose their leaves. 

For this walk, we will view a diverse 

mix of trees in the Gardens – all would 

be suitable for the home garden.

Our Shakespearean Romp
Insiders’ Walk 
Meet at Gate Lodge

Thursday 23 April at 10 am 

$20 MEMBERS ONLY

Bookings essential. Limit 20.

 ‘I like this place and willingly 
could waste my time in it.’
Bard or Botanist? Join us on the 
Bard’s Birthday to pay homage 
to his botanical insights into 
plants and flowers as we discover 
them on a Garden Tour with 
expert Guides. This is a chance 
to learn of the RBG’s second 
Director William Guilfoyle’s love 
of Shakespearean botany and to 
connect with our botanical treasures 
in the Melbourne Gardens.

Join us for a morning of 
Shakespearean surprises 
and finish at Plant Craft 
Cottage for refreshments – 
and perchance, a lute? 
‘Our bodies are our gardens to 
which our wills are gardeners’.

events

Free
for

Members
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Lambley Gardens
Bus Trip
Tuesday 19 May at 8.45 am

Meet at Gate Lodge

Friends $75  Non-members $95

Bookings essential. Numbers 45.

After a long absence, we return      

to Lambley Gardens & Nursery, 

Ascot, to explore these magnificent 

gardens set around an old 

farmhouse in the hot dry windswept 

plains of the central Victorian 

Goldfields. We’ll enjoy a guided 

tour by David Glenn and you’ll have 

the chance to purchase from the 

extensive Nursery onsite (the lilium 

bulbs will be at premium for strong 

root growth at that time). We’ll then 

drive into Ballarat to enjoy a lunch 

at Pipers by the Lake at the Ballarat 

Botanic Gardens. Enjoy a quiet 

ramble in the Gardens after or join 

a guided tour as you wish before 

we head back to Melbourne. Showy 

chrysanthemums, long known for 

symbolizing fidelity, optimism, joy 

and long life, will be on display in 

the Gardens’ Conservatory.

Talking Indoor Gardening
Jason Chongue in conjunction with The Plant Society*

Saturday 16 May from 10.30 am - 12 noon
Meet at Mueller Hall, National Herbarium at 10 am for 
refreshments before the talk.  $30 per person 

Please note: Bookings to be made with The Plant Society 
using the following link and locating the specific event to 
be booked: https://www.theplantsociety.com.au/workshops

Enquiries - The Plant Society 0439 282 409 
  -  Friends 9650 6398

Join Jason Chongue, architect, interior designer and plant 
cultivator as he discusses his books Plant Society: Create 

an Indoor Oasis for Your Urban Space and Green: Plants for 

small spaces, indoors and out, a 101 guide on how to care for 
and decorate your home with indoor plants. 

Even if you’ve killed every house plant in the past, Jason 
will show you that it’s really not that difficult to keep plants 
happy as he explains the basics of indoor gardening. Jason 
has collected a huge number of rare and unusual plants 
sourced through long-nurtured relationships with other 
growers, and his mammoth plant collection has featured 
heavily across the Australian media and on international blogs.

*The Plant Society has been born from a passion for 
design and plants, and also to create a plant community, or 
as we like to call it, a ‘plant social network’. By celebrating 
plants and all things green, we hope to establish a 
knowledge bank of skills and techniques that can be 
enjoyed by all plant enthusiasts, whatever their skill level.

events

Image supplied by The Plant Society
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Artist-in-Residence
Insiders’ Experience
Thursday 28 May 10.30 am  
Meet at Plant Craft Cottage for 

refreshments during the visit

FREE: MEMBERS ONLY

Bookings essential.

Meet Isabel Nina Young who is the 

Autumn Artist-in-Residence of the 

Friends’ Creative Residency Project. 

Isabel is an experimental textile 

designer who is interested in using 

Australian native plants in her work. 

Basketry for Adults
Raffia Wrapped Coiled Basket 

With Libby Andriske

Saturday 23 May 10.30 am - 2.30 pm

Meet at Plant Craft Cottage near H Gate 

Friends $65 Non-members $85

Bookings essential. Limit 8

Morning tea provided but BYO lunch. 

This workshop teaches an excellent             

starting stitch for a beginner basket 

maker. The techniques of binding, 

wrapping and coiling with a range of 

natural and coloured raffia around 

a foundation core of jute string, will 

produce a delightful coiled basket. No 

experience needed and all materials 

are supplied.

New	Members’	Welcome 
Tuesday 24 March 5.30 pm 
Meet at Plant Craft Cottage  

FREE but bookings essential.

Meet new friends at the New Members’ 

Welcome in the relaxed surrounds of 

Plant Craft Cottage over a glass of wine 

and refreshments. You’ll meet other 

members and the Conveners of our 

various activity groups that make up 

the Friends of the RBGM. You’ll also 

hear how the Friends support these 

iconic Gardens that won top honours 

at the prestigious 2019 RACV Victorian 

Tourism Awards as Victoria’s premier 

major attraction. The evening will finish 
with a short tour of the Gardens led by 

an expert Voluntary Guide.  Invitations 

will be sent to all recently-joined 

Friends and, if you have not been able 

to attend a previous New Members’ 

Welcome, please ring our office on 
9650 6398 and we’ll make sure you’re 

included.

    Right: Office staff 
Georgina and Victoria  

welcoming new members.

events

Free
for

Members
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All classes and workshops will be 
held in DOMAIN HOUSE.  

For bookings and information,  
please see our website:  

www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org.au  
or contact the Friends’ 
office on 9650 6398.

Classes
Term 2, 2020 will start in the week 

beginning Tuesday 14 April. 

Participants must be a member 

to be enrolled in art classes.

Classes of 8 weeks per term will 
be held on one of the following:

Evening: Tuesday 

Daytime: Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday 
(two sessions each day 2.5hr) 
Sunday (one 2.5hr session) 
Friday (one 3hr session)

 
2.5hr classes:   Friends: $284

3hr classes:    Friends: $331

We strongly recommend that students 

without prior experience in botanical 

illustration complete a Beginners’ 

Workshop before entering term 

classes.

Beginners’	Workshop
with Mali Moir

Saturday and Sunday 28, 29 March 

and 4, 5 April

10 am to 4 pm

Friends:  $425 Non-members:  $495

This intensive four-day course 

provides an introduction to botanical 

art via pencil and watercolour. 

Students will begin to develop skills in 

outline drawing, foreshortening, tonal 

work and rendering of surfaces, basic 

colour work and paint application.

The cost of the course includes 

equipment to be used during the 

workshop – drawing materials, paint, 

watercolour paper and brushes.
Workshops will 
include morning  

and afternoon tea  
but BYO lunch.

Ongoing	Beginners’	
Workshop
with Dianne Emery

Monday to Wednesday  6 to 8 April 

10 am to 4 pm 

Friends:  $320 Non-members:  $397 

This three-day workshop has been 

designed specifically for those 

who have completed a Beginners’ 

Workshop with the Melbourne Friends, 

or an equivalent course, and wish to 

further their botanical art skills. Those 

who are unable to join a regular class 

may like to continue their studies.

Dianne will help her students to 

refresh and extend the drawing and 

painting techniques learned in the 

Beginner’s Workshop and look in more 

detail at composition, colour, and 

brush and pencil skills. She will also 

cover the use of aids such as masking 

fluid, paint removing sponges and 
brushes, and demonstrate effective 

ways to fix mistakes, such as lost 
highlights and other mishaps. The 

cost of the course includes materials 

to be used during the workshop.

Botanical IllustratorsBotanical Illustrators
This group meets on a Tuesday 

morning in Domain House where we 

paint, exchange ideas and have lots 

of fun.

At our Christmas breakup Dr Mary 

Ellis spoke to us about some of the 

important people in the discovery and 

identification of our native plants and 
the people after whom some of our 

plants are named.

The illustrations of rare and 

endangered Victorian Acacias that the 

group have been working on for the 

past 18 months are nearly complete. 

This project would not have been 

possible without help and advice from 

the botanists and horticulturists in the 

gardens.

If you have any enquiries about the 

group contact Pam Habersberger. 

pamhab46 @gmail.com

illustrators

Peony Paeonia - ʻDestinyʼ painted by tutor Dianne Emery
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Craft Demonstrations
Bookings not required
10.30 am – 2 pm   Cost: Free

Natural Dye 
1 April, 6 May, 3 June

Potpourri 
13 March, 8 May, 12 June

Fibre 
10 March, 14 April, 12 May, 9 June

Basketry
18 March, 15 April, 20 May

Plant Card
19 March, 16 April, 21 May

Garden Group
10, 24, 31 March; 14, 28 April; 12, 26 

May; 9 June

Visitors are welcome to watch 

and ask questions of the working 

groups, but cannot take part in the 

demonstrations.

Friends are reminded that the Cottage 

has an extensive reference library on 

Plant Crafts.

Sunday Open Days
15  March, 19 April, 17  May 
10 am – 3 pm    Cost: Free

This is a wonderful opportunity to explore 

the Cottage, the oldest building in any 

public garden in Victoria.

Closed Public Holidays 

Creative Residency Project

Following on from the immensely 

successful inaugural residency with 

textile artist Eddy Carroll, we are very 

pleased to announce our next two 

artists taking up residencies at Plant 

Craft Cottage in 2020:  Melbourne 

artists Anna Dunnill and Isabel Nina 

Young. Both Anna and Isabel are  

young, talented artists who utilise 

plant properties through various 

methodologies to create mesmerising 

art pieces.    

Summer Artist-in-Residence

Anna Dunnill 25 February – 20 March

Anna Dunnill (top right) is an artist 

and writer who has worked with 

textiles, ceramics, performance, 

video and tattoo. She is interested 

in ideas of ritual, devotion and 

interconnectedness, and her current 

project explores these through ancient 

fibre processes such as weaving 
and dyeing. Anna will continue this 

research during her residency in the 

Plant Craft Cottage, experimenting 

with plant dyes to produce new woven 

works. Check out our events page for 

details of a free, Members Only talk 

with Anna in March.

Autumn Artist-in-Residence

Isabel Nina Young  5 – 29 May

 Isabel Nina Young (lower right),  a 

Studio Textiles and Design Graduate 

of RMIT, works primarily as a screen 

printer and surface designer. This 

year Isabel worked with Australian 

Native Mistletoes, screen printing 

with iron and alum mordant and 

dipping the work in the dye bath with 

Rebecca Mayo. Her intentions for the 

Autumn residency are to continue 

exploring the nature of the mistletoe 

species and to further experiment 

with mordant printing and dyeing. 

The cross section of the mistletoe 

haustorium in particular, has been a 

more scientific subject to her design 
approach, creating repeat patterns 

for fabric with this motif. Check out 

our events page for details of a free 

Members Only talk with Isabel in 

May.

Work by Isabel Nina Young.

plant crafts
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Therapeutic Horticulture 

Workshop  

Kimberley Colman, Learning Facili-

tator, RBGV Melbourne Gardens

‘Nature is the best physician’(attributed 

to Hippocrates). 

Throughout history gardens recur 

as places for mental, emotional 

and physical healing with many 

incarnations of therapeutic gardens 

existing from the ancient world through 

to the present day. Our own beautiful 

Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria 

already has many links with being a 

place for relaxation, recuperation and 

connection with nature.

Today, research in the field 
of Horticultural Therapy is being 

conducted and applied in many 

domains, including psychology, 

sociology, immunology, horticulture, 

urban planning and occupational 

therapy. Therapeutic horticulture 

is being applied across a range of 

settings to create increased health 

outcomes in hospitals, Aged Care 

facilities, public parks, kindergartens 

and community centres to name a few.  

Thanks to the Friends’ scholarship 

support, I was able to attend an 

introductory course presented by two 

professionals working and researching 

within the field of Therapeutic 
Horticulture.  

The course gave me an overview 

of the most up-to-date nature-based 

health research. Some of the case 

studies presented have interesting 

applications for the work we do in 

the RBGV Learning Team connecting 

people with nature, and from the 

course materials I have many useful 

references to follow up. 

The benefits to the organisation 
include:

• Increased references for the 

RBGV Learning Team for sharing 

and application in our programs 

and practices

• Supporting the work of the RBGV 

Learning Team by keeping our 

knowledge of nature-based 

health research up to date 

• Supporting the work of the RBGV 

Learning Team by gaining some 

insights into different audience 

needs and barriers. 

I am very grateful to the Friends for 

offering the scholarship and making 

this opportunity available to me.

scholarship report

Above: The Ian Potter 
Foundation Children’s Garden 

is a great sensory garden full of 
smells and textures to explore 

in all seasons. This is one of 
the places we utilise most in our 

programs.

Below left: Mud play is a great 
outdoor sensory activity.

Below right: A young naturalist 
finds and identifies a yellow 

fungus-eating lady bug larvae in 
the Kitchen Garden.
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Photo:  David Forbes

Meeting dates for autumn.

18 March        All: show and tell, 10  
          photos on memory stick

15 April          Photo walk: Birds

20 May          Photo walk: Autumn

John Harrison

Convener

Photo: Kath Dupleix

David Forbes

Lorikeet feeding on Boer Bean flowers. An exceptional colour 
burst dominates this capture; the bird centrally located is 

perfect. The abundance of the red flowers adds to this picture, 
for colour and nectar, making the lorikeet very happy. 

Kath Dupleix 

Ornamental Lake from The Terrace. A strongly structured 

image, conveying a great sense of depth and giving the 

feeling of what it is like to look out from the Terrace across 

the lake

John Harrison

Fluffy Scadoxus flower. A total explosion of petals 
describing a global shape in a very airy manner. The actual 

shape of the petal structure and its iterations can be seen. 

Overall a profusion of delicate structure enhanced with a 

dark background.

Coula Panagis     

Swan family – Sunday morning stroll. An almost ‘street 

capture’ of cygnets and swans on parade through the 

gardens. The marvellous fluffy coats of the cygnets 
differentiate well from their parents.

Tim Barker

This is a deceptively simple image of the Lotus leaf. It 
perfectly captures the edge of the leaf slightly curved 
up, and the colour of the lotus pad is exquisitely green 
through to purple. The random drops of water act like little 
magnifiers contributing to the jewel-like experience. 
Karen Pyke

Salvia microphylla ‘Huntingdon’.This lovely centred 

image displays the red fully-formed flower perfectly 
and the repetition of the red petals is just excellent. The 

background is a firm combination of ‘bokeh’ and black 
producing a wonderful foil for the lovely green leaves.

David Forbes

This image helps explain why this is called the Monkey 

Hand Tree.The depth of field highlights the blossom 
effectively and the background blur helps to focus onto 

the flowers
The whole selection provides a 

marvellous sense of the beauty and 

variety to be found in the Melbourne 

Gardens.

photo group 
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Photo: Coula Panagis

Salvia microphylla	’Huntingdon’.	Photo:	Karen	Pyke

Lotus leaf on Central Lake. Photo: Tim Barker

Chiranthodendron pentadactylon - Monkey Hand Tree.  Photo: David Forbes

photo group

Scadoxus multiflorus var. multiflorus.  Photo: John Harrison
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Curious CarnivoresCurious Carnivores
Investigating the syndrome of plant 

carnivory in Nepenthes

As sophisticated as they are intriguing, 

carnivorous plants are wonders of 

the plant kingdom that have evolved 

various mechanisms to trap prey 

in order to compete effectively in 

nutrient-impoverished habitats. 

They occur across every continent 

except Antarctica in a range of 

terrestrial biomes, which makes them 

geographically widespread, yet in 

biological terms they are comparatively 

rare; of the circa 370,000 species of 

known flowering plants, just 800 (0.2%) 
are carnivorous, comprising species 

from across 18 different genera. 

Notwithstanding the instantly 

recognisable traps of the Venus Flytrap 

(Dionaea muscipula), the largest 

and perhaps the most striking of all 

carnivorous plants are Nepenthes, a 

genus of mostly vining tropical pitcher 

plants. Nepenthes are distributed 

primarily across the Malesian and 

Papuasian biogeographic regions, 

with outlying species in Madagascar, 

Seychelles, Sri Lanka, India, Australia, 

New Caledonia and the westernmost 

Pacific Islands. The genus has 
recognised centres of diversity in 

Borneo, the Philippines and Sumatra, 

where most species are represented 

by microendemics known only from 

individual mountains or mountain 

ranges (Robinson et al. 2019, 

Cheek & Jebb 2001, Clarke 2001). 

These high levels of endemism are 

thought to be the result of localised 

speciation processes caused by 

the long-term geographic isolation of 

individual Nepenthes populations by 

barriers both physical (e.g. valleys 

between mountains) and ecological 

(e.g. pollinator specificity) resulting 
in reduced gene transfer between 

populations (Robinson et al. 2009). On 

top of this, the different assemblages 

of would-be carnivorous plant food in 

different habitats has driven many truly 

remarkable pitcher specialisms, further 

hastening the rate of accumulation of 

genetic differences over time.

Nepenthes is regarded as a young 

genus, and much of its diversification 
has occurred within the geological 

blink of an eye, mainly over the last 

170,000 years. Today, the genus 

comprises about 160 species (Clarke 

et al. 2018) which vary bewilderingly 

in form and trophism, that is, how 

they nourish themselves. While some 

Nepenthes drown insects in pools of 

visco-elastic fluid (e.g. N.edwardsiana,      

N. northiana), others act as sticky fly-
papers (e.g. N. inermis), inescapable 

pits of quicksand-like jelly  

(N. attenboroughii), or trap falling 

leaves and detritus (e.g.N. ampullaria) 

in a more omnivorous fashion, while 

others still are coprophages (e.g. N. 

lowii, N. rajah), luring tree-shrews to 

highly modified vegetable toilets by 
offering them a choice meal, in passive 

testimony to the fact that some animals 

do poop where they eat.

In October 2019, an unusual new 

species, Nepenthes erucoides, was 

described by RBGV staff from the 

island of Dinagat in the Philippines 

as one outcome of a skills-transfer 

initiative between RBGV botanists and 

botany students at universities in the 

Philippines. The new species, which is 

endemic to a small patch of remnant 

bonsai forest isolated within an active 

nickel-chromite mine, was so-named 

because its emerging leaves, which 

are possibly the hairiest in the genus, 

bear tendrils that look like exuberantly 

hairy caterpillars:  ‘eruca’ is Latin 

for caterpillar, and the suffix ‘-oides’ 

means ‘looks like’. This species is 

known from nowhere else, and the 

small remaining population qualifies it 
as Critically Endangered under IUCN 

Red List criteria. 

Innumerable species are rendered 

extinct before they are even discovered, 

so it was very fortunate that this plant 

was spotted at all. The plant evolved 

in the way that it did precisely because 

of the phytotoxic, metal-rich bedrock it 

The	name	‘erucoides’ refers to the extremely hairy, caterpillar-like emerging tendrils. 

research project

N. erucoides rosette pitcher
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grows on, and it is that richness in rare 

metals that makes the area so valuable 

to mineral prospectors. The find 
underscores the urgency with which 

we must document and preserve these 

naturally rare yet spectacular examples 

of specialised biodiversity before it is 

too late.

Despite the attention that it draws, 

Nepenthes has been relatively little 

studied at the genetic level, partly 

because of the historically poor data 

generated by now outdated and 

low-resolution genetic techniques. 

The ‘Investigating the syndrome of 

plant carnivory in Nepenthes’ project, 

carried out in collaboration with Cairns 

Botanic Garden and the Australian 

Tropical Herbarium, will support an 

Australia-led resurgence into the study 

of Nepenthes at the phylogenetic level, 

using modern analytical methods 

to help shed light on a range of 

interesting topics, including: how such 

different trapping mechanisms evolved 

between species; which genes govern 

the variation that gives rise to the 

many different trapping mechanisms 

observed in the genus; how the 

acquisition of nutrients differs between 

Nepenthes and other carnivorous 

plant genera at the molecular level; 

what genes mutated in the ancestor 

of Nepenthes to give rise to carnivory; 

the role of hybridisation in the evolution 

of new species; and the structure of 

Australian Nepenthes populations, all 

of which are native to Queensland.

This fascinating work is generously 

supported by the Friends of the RBGV 

Melbourne Gardens’ Helen McLellan 

Research Award. The project is 

expected to generate foundational 

data that will broaden potential 

research avenues for future RBGV 

research, whilst developing further the 

expertise of scientists at the National 

Herbarium of Victoria in the generation 

and analysis of genomic datasets 

from plants grown at the Gardens.

Alastair Robinson

Manager, Biodiversity Services, 

National Herbarium of Victoria

The elegant pitchers of Nepenthes lowii have evolved as toilets for native Bornean tree-shrews. 

Left: : Nepenthes Nepenthes 

attenboroughiiattenboroughii is now the  is now the 
floral emblem of Palawan floral emblem of Palawan 

Province whiere it was Province whiere it was 
discovered. discovered. 

Centre right: Centre right: Nepenthes Nepenthes 

northiananorthiana honours the  honours the 
work of prodigious botanic work of prodigious botanic 

artist Marianne North.artist Marianne North.

Lower right: Lower right: Nepenthes Nepenthes 

ampullariaampullaria is a detritivore  is a detritivore 
and the only home of and the only home of 

Borneo’s smallest frog.Borneo’s smallest frog.
All photos by Alastair All photos by Alastair 

RobinsonRobinson

research project
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Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria 

Orchid Conservation Program 

by Noushka Reiter 1,2 

1: Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria, 

Cranbourne Gardens.

2: Evolution, Ecology and Genetics, 

Research School of Biology, The 

Australian National University, Canberra, 

In Australia there are over 1800 

species of terrestrial orchid 

(Backhouse et al., 2019) and these 

make up some of our most charismatic 

and ecologically interesting plants. As 

a family of plants, the Orchidaceae 

are fascinating to study as all orchids 

require a mycorrhizal fungus for 

their seed to germinate in the wild 

(Rasmussen, 1995). Orchids become 

even more interesting as they are 

often reliant on only one or a few 

species of insect for pollination, 

particularly here in Australia where 

there is a predominance of specialised 

pollination systems in the species. 

While some orchids provide food 

rewards (Figure 1  Reiter et al., 2019), 

others are tricksters and advertise 

all the signs of food rewards (bright 

colours and fragrant scents) yet don’t 

provide a reward to their pollinators. 

Even more bizarrely many of our 

orchids i.e Caladenia hastata (Reiter 

et al., 2017) are pollinated through 

sexually deceptive mechanisms, 

whereby the orchid advertises the 

smell or shape of the insect pollinator’s 

mate (often male wasps in Australia as 

the females are flighTless). The insect  
then attempts to mate with the orchids 

and in doing so removes the pollinia 

from them. When the male wasps are 

duped again pollination of the orchid 

takes place. 

In Australia we have a 

predominance of terrestrial orchids 

and one of the most diverse terrestrial 

orchid floras in the world.
Sadly, our orchids are 

disproportionately threatened with 

close to 17% of all nationally threatened 

plants in Australia being from this plant 

family. This is despite orchids only 

making up 6% of our total flora.  In 
Victoria alone we have around 400 

species of orchid, a large proportion 

of which are listed as threatened under 

either state or national legislation, and 

many of which are found nowhere 

else on earth. The causes of decline 

of our orchids are varied and range 

from historic land clearing, competition 

by introduced weeds, grazing by 

introduced and native animals and 

illegal poaching (Reiter et al., 2016). 

Due to reduced numbers many species 

are now vulnerable to inbreeding 

depression, climate change and 

inappropriate fire regimes. Without a 
specific conservation effort many of 
this rare species will not be here for 

future generations to enjoy.

The Orchid Conservation Program 

I lead at the RBGV [https://www.rbg.

vic.gov.au/science/projects/orchid-

conservation] is a collaboration 

between many stakeholders and 

partners including the Royal Botanic 

Gardens Victoria, Parks Victoria, 

Department of Land Water and 

Planning, Trust for Nature, NESP 

Hub, Australian Network for Plant 

Conservation, Project Platypus, 

Australian National University, Office 
of Environment and Heritage, Murray 

Mallee Catchment Management 

Authority, Wimmera Catchment 

Management Authority, Nillumbik 

Shire, Australasian Native Orchid 

Society Vic Branch (ANOS) and many 

volunteer groups. The Australasian 

Native Orchid Society has been a 

key community partner in the Orchid 

Conservation Program since its 

inception (Reiter et al., 2012; Reiter 

et al., 2019). Annually, volunteers 

contribute directly over 2500 

skilled hours on the RBGV Orchid 

Conservation Program and many 

more on local community orchid 

conservation activities.  

The Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria 

Orchid Conservation Program aims to 

prevent extinction by:

• Storing a genetically diverse 

representation of seed and 

mycorrhizal fungi of all Victorian 

threatened orchids

• Propagating suitable numbers of 

each of our threatened orchids for 

permanent ex-situ conservation 

collections

• Understanding the identity and 

distribution of the pollinators and 

mycorrhizal fungi of our most 

threatened orchid species

• Undertaking conservation 

translocations including 

supplementation, reintroduction 

and introduction of these species 

to protected public and private 

land where the appropriate 

vegetation, climate conditions 

and pollinator are present.

We conduct research on all aspects 

of orchid ecology, including pollination, 

mycorrhizal associations, propagation, 

demographics and conservation 

research report 
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 Figure 1.  Pollination of 
Caladenia arenaria (Reiter 

et al., 2019) by food foraging 
thynnid wasps  

Photo:N. Reiter

Figure 2. Orchid 
Conservation Program 
growing thousands of 

threatened orchids species at 
Cranbourne pictured include 

Caladenia cretacia (white), 
Caladenia cruciformid (red) 
and Caladenia xanthochila 

(yellow) 
Photo:N. Reiter

translocation techniques. Here at the 

RBGV our team of staff, students and 

seven dedicated volunteers (each 

working one day a week in the lab 

and nursery) conducts conservation 

research on propagation, pollination 

ecology, mycorrhizal associations 

and translocation ecology on over 

30 of our most threatened orchids in 

south east Australia and has been 

responsible for over 50 conservation 

introductions and supplementations 

of threatened orchids. Below is one 

of many examples of the successful 

conservation outcomes of the program.

The colourful Spider-orchid 

(Caladenia colorata) is a nationally 

endangered species known from 

less than 1,000 plants across Victoria 

and South Australia. In Victoria the 

species is found in and surrounding 

the Little Desert. The RBGV Orchid 

Conservation Program has been 

researching propagation techniques, 

pollination ecology and introduction 

of this species with some outstanding 

outcomes including the discovery of 

four new populations, identification of 
the pollinator (Reiter et al 2018a) and 

introduction back into Trust for Nature 

private property of four populations 

totaling 883 plants as of 2019. To 

date we have recorded an average 

of 80% survival across the introduced 

populations and over 580 seedlings of 

this species naturally recruited on site 

through seed set of the introduced 

plants.

The Orchid Conservation Program, 

including staff wages. is supported 

by grants and individual donations. 

Donations from members of the public 

are critical to the work of the Orchid 

Conservation Program. 

In fact our entire lab has been kitted 

out thanks to the generous donations of 

individuals and foundations including 

the Australian Orchid Foundation, The 

Australian Communities Foundation, 

The Australasian Native Orchid 

Society, local community groups and 

amazing individuals.
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March

15 PCC Sunday Open Day – 10 am to 3 pm p16

17 Summer Artist-in-Residence – Anna Dunnill p10

17 Insiders’ Walk – Bird Spotting p10

18 Photo group – Show and Tell p18

19 Fit Friends’ Ramble – Rippon Lea p10

21 Workshop – Edible Gardens p10

24 New Members’ Welcome p14

28 PCC Ancient Dye Workshop p11

28 Beginners’ Workshop – Mali Moir p15

April

2 School Holiday Workshop – Fantastic Friends p11

3 Talking Plants – Wildflowers in Iran p11

4 PCC Workshop – Weave a Wall Hanging p11

6 Ongoing Beginners’ Workshop – Dianne Emery p15

14 Term2 Illustrator Classes commence p15

15 Photo Group Walk p18

18 Autumn Plant Sale – 10 am to 4 pm p9

19 Autumn Plant Sale – 10 am to 3 pm p9

19 PCC Sunday Open Day – 10 am to 3 pm p16

21 Illustrated Talk – Tomatoes p11

23 Insiders’ Walk – Our ShakespeareN Romp p12

29 Self-Drive Trip – Cruden Farm p12

May

3 PCC Workshop – Beeswax Wraps p12

5 Illustrated Talk – Habitat Gardening p12

13 Insiders’ Walk – Our Autumn Trees p12

16 Talking Indoor Plants – Jason Chongue p13

17 PCC Sunday Open Day – 10 am to 3 pm p16

19 Bus Trip – Lambley Gardens p13

20 Photo Group Walk p18

23 PCC Basketry Workshop – Libby Andriske p14

28 Autumn Artist-in-Residence – Isabel Nina Young p14

Calendar

Note:  The Friends’ Inclement Weather Policy states that outdoor events may 

be cancelled and the Nursery will not be open for sales if the temperature is 

predicted to be 33oC or above.

Learn from leading national and international 

designers and plants people who are setting 

new standards for landscape design and 

planting of public places.

Activities 
Garden tour 27 March
Conference 28-29 March
Workshops 30 March

The Australian Landscape Conference, continues to bring 
world leading landscape designers and plants people to 
Melbourne March 27-30.
 
Don’t miss the opportunity to hear from  
11 speakers and writers. 
Booking via www.landscapeconference.com 
or email info@landscapeconference.com

27–30 March 2020 
Melbourne Convention 
& Exhibition Centre

DON’T MISS OUT – REGISTER NOW


