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Volunteers play a vital 

role in what we do at the 

Friends of the Royal Botanic 

Gardens Victoria and, like 

most other not-for-profit 

organisations, we rely on 

you, our members, to keep 

the organisation running. 

There are many different 

facts and figures on the 

benefits of volunteering, but 

here are a few provided by 

Volunteering Victoria that 

are worth considering. 

The contribution of the 

volunteer workforce Australia-wide was estimated in the Australian 

Bureau of Statistics Satellite Accounts to provide over $17.3 billion 

of unpaid labour to not-for-profit organisations in 2012-13.

• Volunteers are happier, healthier and sleep better than 

those who don’t volunteer. 

• 95% of volunteers say that volunteering is related to feelings 

of wellbeing. 

• Sustained volunteering is associated with better mental health. 

• There are estimated to be more than 120,000 not-for-profit 

community organisations operating in Victoria, the majority 

of which rely entirely on volunteers. 

• Around a third of that number are incorporated associations, 

with more than 90% of those relying on volunteers.1

As an incorporated association, we fit into the final point 

but, to my mind, it is all pretty impressive. We certainly could 

not continue without you all and we are extremely grateful for 

the time and commitment so many of you give to the Friends. 

Volunteer Week is celebrated annually in May, this year from 

20-26 and, while we would like to thank everyone every day, 

that week gives us a chance to celebrate with you and thank 

you for the roles you play. This year we were delighted to see 

some of our regular volunteers at a morning tea at the Plant 

Craft Cottage. The Cottage underwent a mini-makeover during 

1 Key facts and statistics about volunteering in Victoria 2016 Census Update (January 2018)
http://volunteeringvictoria.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Facts-Stats-10-Jan-2018.pdf

summer' so if you have not been down there for a while, or 

indeed, not ever, pop down and say hello to the volunteer team. 

Or you might like to polish up some long-forgotten craft skills 

at one of the many workshops offered at the Cottage. Check 

Botanic News and the website for details and opening times.

All volunteers are vital cogs in our wheel, whether you come 

in weekly (or even more!), monthly, or just now and again, and 

in whatever way you volunteer. It all ensures our success as an 

organisation. So a great big 'thank you' to our team of office 

volunteers; all the people who put on and organise our walks, 

talks and workshops; everyone who provides refreshments 

for events; all those behind our arts, crafts and exhibitions; the 

hardy volunteers in the gardening groups; the green-fingered 

crew who propagate plants every week and everyone at the plant 

sales; all those involved with compiling, editing, proofreading and 

contributing to our publications and brochures; or all those hours 

spent on committees and writing reports and very importantly, 

the members who volunteer their time and expertise to ensure we 

comply with our legal and financial obligations. And we cannot 

forget our hard-working office staff, who not only keep us in check 

and manage our day-to-day affairs so well, but also give of their 

own time to volunteer with us. 

While thanking all our volunteers, a mention here to Debbi 

Douglass, who has not only been a valuable member of the 

office volunteer team but who, along with her daughter, has also 

OfficE Volunteers Sharon Raju (Monday), Liz O'Keefe (Friday) and Debbi Douglass 
Monday).         Photo: Jill Scown

from
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been organising the catering for our members and guests at 

our events. Unfortunately for us, the open road is calling and 

Debbi is heading off on new adventures. Have a wonderful time, 

we shall miss you. 

We are always looking for new volunteers to fill a variety of 

roles, some regular, some that just come up occasionally, some 

needing particular skills, others just in need of enthusiasm. If 

you want to be involved or to join any of our cheerful teams, 

please call or email the office, we’d love to hear from you.

As the days start to draw in and the chilly mornings increase, 

it is a reminder that the end of autumn means Trust Fund 

Appeal time. Donations of over $2 to the Friends’ Trust Fund are 

fully tax-deductible with income from the Fund supporting the 

Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria. See page 20 for a suggested 

walk through the Melbourne Gardens to see how some of the 

grants that come from your support are used. 

The sole reason for the Friends' existence is to support the 

Gardens, so if you know people who are passionate about the 

Melbourne Gardens, perhaps you could consider giving a Gift 

Membership as a special present. Or you may like to show your own 

passion for the Gardens by becoming a Passionate Member, which 

directly supports the work of the Trust Fund with an extra donation.

We have endured a wide range of climate extremes 

recently with drought, increasing fires and disappearing rivers, 

devastating floods and species taken to the brink of extinction. 

As individuals we may feel the little we do personally will not 

make much difference, but by helping to support the RBGV we 

can play our part. 

Last December RBGV Melbourne Gardens hosted the first 

Botanic Gardens Climate Change Summit, which led to the 

formation of The Botanic Gardens Climate Change Alliance.

The aim of the Alliance is  to use global collaboration in tackling 

climate change. RBGV has been a leader in this area with its 

Landscape Succession Strategy, and having botanic gardens 

across the world highlighting and addressing the issues of 

climate change will hopefully encourage more people to act. 

If you are interested in learning more about this, some of the 

very interesting talks presented at the summit are available on the 

RBGV website in their Landscape Succession Strategy page:

https://www.rbg.vic.gov.au, then click on plants-and-landscapes 

and scroll down to landscape-succession-strategy and read the 

stories.

Mary Ward

From left to right: Mali Wilson, Caroline Renwick and Debbi Douglass suppor ting the 
Rose Talk given in April by Michelle Endersby.          Photo:  Meg Miller

Helping Hand Susie Goodluck in the garden of E Gate Lodge.  Photo:  Rosemary Cotter

 the  president
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Melbourne Gardens 

Master Plan 
CELEBRATING THE PAST, 
CREATING THE FUTURE

Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria 

released the draft Melbourne 

Gardens Master Plan 2019 – 2039 to the public in March. This 

release was the culmination of three years’ work and extensive 

consultation by the Master Plan team and has resulted in 

an exciting  vision to guide the development of our beautiful 

gardens over the next 20 years.

As many of you would know, Melbourne Gardens is widely 

admired as one of the world’s most beautiful botanic gardens. 

It is a place of respite for Melbourne’s residents and visitors, 

with picturesque vistas across lakes and sweeping lawns, 

punctuated with magnificent specimen trees and intricately 

detailed garden beds. 

The Master Plan has been developed to carefully guide 

change over the next 20 years against a backdrop of a warming 

climate, increased recognition of Aboriginal cultural values, care 

for the State Botanical Collection, new public transport options 

(Anzac train station), and the evolving role the Gardens play in 

the broader life and health of the city. 

The plan proposes a number of projects,  including a new 

Nature and Science Precinct with a state-of-the-art herbarium 

building to house the 1.5 million specimens in the State Botanical 

Collection; enhancements at the Gardens’ entrances, including 

a new Birrarung Gate celebrating the Aboriginal landscape; a 

new Lakeside Conservatory to 

replace the Terrace Tearooms; a 

new performance amphitheatre 

on Huntingfield Lawn; and an 

exciting Wild Wood for children 

to explore the wonders of nature.

The plan provides an agreed 

vision for the Gardens and a 

continuation of our long and 

responsible stewardship of the 

site, one which will guide its 

development as we continue to 

respond to a changing world 

and the preservation of plants for 

the wellbeing of all people. 

It is anticipated the final 

Master Plan document will be 

launched in September 2019. 

Chris Cole

Executive Director, 

Melbourne Gardens

Above: The proposed new pedestrian entrance in Dallas Brooks Drive.

Above: Western Lawn looking back to the original 1934 Herbarium and proposed new underground extension

from
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Melbourne Gardens Master Plan Projects.

Images for this ar ticle supplied by the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria.

the gardens
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Libby Andriske has been a 

Friend of the Royal Botanic 

Gardens, Melbourne for 

eight years. After retiring 

from a Library Technician 

position at St Kevin’s 

College, followed by a stint 

at Australia Post’s Stamp 

Exhibitions and Stamp 

Archive, she found herself 

at the historic Plant Craft 

Cottage (PCC) near H Gate, 

on Alexander Avenue. 

Libby, pictured at left,  

began with a basketry 

workshop and absolutely loved 

it. While she had previously 

done patchwork and knitting, basketry opened up a whole new 

world. She was, and still is, astounded that practitioners of this age-

old craft continue to use traditional preparations of plant material and 

basic weaving and stitching. She has been on a rewarding learning 

journey. The extensive reference library at PCC has a wonderful 

collection of books from which to learn about many basket-weaving 

cultures in Australia and across the world. The library holds many 

other texts about plant-related crafts such as potpourri, dyeing, 

paper-making and more. 

Being a basket-weaver in the PCC community has become 

part of Libby’s life. She feels very nourished within this community, 

whose members have got to know each other very well. Libby 

says, ‘PCC’s welcoming generosity through creative workshops, 

acceptance of everyone and the members' sharing of knowledge 

and skills throughout the craft groups, has been inspirational.' 

Libby’s role at PCC has built up over time. She was the 

Basketry Coordinator for two years and now is the Roster 

Coordinator for approximately 40 volunteers who give their time to 

keep the Cottage open to the public. Currently, Libby volunteers 

two days a month to work in the PCC shop and greet visitors. 

It’s busy and can be hectic at times with lots of visitors who want 

to look around the Cottage in its beautiful garden setting, or just 

stop and talk. She says that being part of the Melbourne Gardens 

brings her endless pleasure. 

Built in the early 1850s, PCC is a charming tranquil place in a 

beautiful part of the Gardens. It provides like-minded people from 

all walks of life with opportunities to connect. Opening on four days 

per week and on the third Sunday of every month, PCC runs a 

range of plant-related workshops and a school holiday program. 

Friends and non-members can join in workshops and craft groups. 

Come along. Be a volunteer, learn new skills and join the fun. For 

more information about becoming a volunteer, or about Plant Craft 

Cottage activities, go to rbgfriendsmelbourne.org 

Jennifer Ure, Volunteer Convener

Below: Site of the RBGV's proposed Sensory Garden scheduled to be completed later 
this year       Photo: Janet Thomson

Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens 

Melbourne Inc Trust Fund
ANNUAL APPEAL 2019

The Sensory Garden is the Friends’ next exciting project and 

one of many which it has supported at the Royal Botanic 

Gardens Victoria (RBGV) Melbourne Gardens and the National 

Herbarium of Victoria since 1985. Adjacent to the recently 

renovated Fern Gully Rest House, also supported by the 

Friends, the Sensory Garden is being designed for visitors with 

physical, mental and cognitive limitations. Views, beauty, colour, 

sound, scent, textures and the form of plants will all be exploited 

to create a remarkable sensory experience. Also included 

in the design is a range of different and interesting seating 

opportunities and an accessible pathway through the entire 

space with a simple bridge over the Fern Gully Creek. Work will 

commence soon to establish this wonderful new area. 

Your donation to the 2019 Annual Appeal will assist the 

Friends to increase its contributions to a range of large and 

small projects in the future. Also supported by income from 

the Trust Fund are the annual Staff Scholarships, the Helen 

McLellan Research Grant for projects undertaken by RBGV 

scientists and biennially the purchase of works of art for the 

State Botanical Collection from the Friends’ The Art of Botanical 

Illustration exhibition.

The Friends’ Trust is a Public Ancillary Fund. Donations of $2 

or more are tax deductible and can be made by completing the 

form in the brochure enclosed with this publication or by going 

to the Friends' website and following the links. 

We would greatly value and appreciate your support.

Peter Kelly, Chairman, Friends’ Trust Fund

volunteer profile trust fund appeal
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by Michael Hare, Convener

NURSERY OPEN DAYS

During the winter months the 

Nursery will be open for plant 

sales each Friday from 8 am 

until 12 noon.

AUTUMN SALE

The rain just weeks beforehand 

and the large and excellent 

plant stock allowed for a great 

result at the sale. Members will 

need to follow this up on the 

website, as the sale result was 

tallied after Botanic News had 

been sent to the printer.
VALE ROZ JONES

The Growing Friends were extremely saddened to learn of the death 

of their longstanding colleague, Roz Jones, on 17 February this year. 

Until December last year, and her diagnosis of lung cancer, 

Roz had the best attendance record of the group, rarely absent 

on any Friday in the year, and a great contributor to the running 

of the organisation.

Each Friday Roz would be the last to leave the nursery, 

would clear up after everyone, close taps and lock the doors 

and gates. During the summers, until the recent installation of 

a watering system, she came into the nursery a couple of times 

a week, to hand-water the nursery front garden where a large 

number of the stock plants grow.

Her catering and organisational skills were also appreciated 

at several of the Plant Sale lunches over her membership of 

more than 12 years. 

Above right: Roz Jones helping a potential buyer at the Growing Friends' Plant Sale
         Photo: Cathy Trinca

Below left and right: Perennials in abundance, ready for the 2019 Autumn Plant Sale  
        Photos: Michael Hare

Roz was an intelligent and knowledgeable woman, who knew 

a lot about many subjects, but especially about horticulture and 

her beloved perennials. 

The members offer their condolences to her husband, John 

Mannering, and their daughters, Julia and Lizzy.

Roz is much missed in our group.

Juliana Horsfall on behalf of the Growing Friends 

fire gardens growing friends
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BOOK EVENTS ONLINE UNDER 'WHAT'S ON' ON OUR WEBSITE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org OR  

ON OUR ENCLOSED BOOKING FORM. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

Hellebores
Winter Talking Plants

Friday 14 June at 10 am

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Friendss $20  Non-Members $25  

Student & Pensioner Members $10

Bookings essential 

Morning tea will be served 

before the talk

Hellebores are the heroes of the winter garden. Peter Leigh’s 

illustrated talk will introduce us to the wonders of these plants. 

Peter began growing hellebores as a keen amateur collector in 

the early 1990s. He imported hellebore seeds from overseas 

and nurtured them in his small backyard. Then after studies at 

NMIT and Burnley he moved to Ashbourne near Woodend in 

2002 and established Post Office Farm Nursery. He will give 

us an understanding of hellebores, including a comprehensive 

outline of hellebore species and hybrids. We will see the latest 

breeding successes from his nursery, including new colours and 

forms. We will learn how to use hellebores in the garden and 

how to grow them successfully. 

Plants will be available for sale.

,

Guilfoyle’s Volcano
FREE  Members Insiders' 

Walk 

Tuesday 23 July at 10 am

Meet at Gate Lodge for 

refreshments before the walk.

MEMBERS ONLY

Bookings essential

Numbers are limited.

Guilfoyle’s Volcano was built in 1876 and was used to store 

water for the Botanic Gardens. After lying idle for 60 years, it 

was restored as part of a significant landscape development 

project called Working Wetlands. 

This spectacular and historic water reservoir has 

commanding views of the city, and its striking landscape design 

showcases low water-use plants. Boardwalks and viewing 

platforms give visitors the opportunity to explore this long-

hidden but remarkable feature of the Melbourne Gardens.

Join us on this free ‘Just for Members’ Guided Walk by 

one of the RBGV’s trained Voluntary Guides and learn about 

the Volcano’s history and the part it plays in the RBGV’s water 

Macramé Wall 

Hanging Plant 

Holder Workshop 
with Roz Slade  

from Be Kind Textiles

Saturday 22 June  

9.30 am to 12.30 pm

Plant Craft Cottage  

enter via H Gate

Friends $90   Non-members $110

Booking essential.  

Numbers limited to 12

Join us for a knotty morning, learning to use simple and 

traditional knots to create your own hanging work of art. Those 

with experience will learn more complex knots. Everything will be 

supplied for you to create a plant hanger, including cotton rope, 

a pot and indoor plant. 

Your teacher, Roz Slade, is a Melbourne-based textile 

designer and maker who loves exploring the connection 

people have with textiles and sharing her appreciation for the 

handcrafts with others. Roz teaches textile-based workshops 

around Melbourne and regional Victoria, combining her love and 

knowledge of textiles with the therapeutic act of handmaking. 

Her label Be Kind Textiles is about what she loves doing most: 

creating thoughtful quality products, while using sustainable 

methods, ethically sourcing materials and being kind to the 

Earth.

events
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BOOK EVENTS ONLINE UNDER 'WHAT'S ON' ON OUR WEBSITE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org OR  

ON OUR ENCLOSED BOOKING FORM. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

Two Illustrated 

Travel Talks
Insiders' Talks

Wednesday 10 July at 10am

The Boardroom, Melbourne 

Grammar School 

355 St Kilda Rd, Melbourne

Friends $25   Non-members $35

Student & Pensioner Members $10

Morning tea will be served 

between the two talks.

There is free underground 

parking. Enter from Bromby 

Street which can be 

accessed via Domain Street, 

which runs from Toorak Road 

to Domain Road. A member 

of the Events Committee 

will meet you at the car park 

entrance

JUAN GRIMM AND ROBERTO BURLE MARX IN SOUTH 

AMERICA – CATHERINE DREW

Juan Grimm is a celebrated contemporary landscape architect 

who has worked on different projects throughout South America. 

His home is in Chile, which has challenging conditions for 

garden-making not dissimilar from Australia's. His own garden 

Bahia Azul in Los Vilos was featured in Monty Don’s Around the 

World in 80 Gardens series. Juan blends exotic planting with the 

natural flora on a spectacular coastal site.

Roberto Burle Marx inspired Juan Grimm. This world-famous 

Brazilian garden designer was an artist who became passionate 

about Brazilian flora and introduced it for use in gardens. His own 

garden is maintained for others to see. He used sweeps of bright 

ground covers, rocks and a huge variety of Brazilian shrubs and 

trees. Tacaruna is a stunning early modernist garden Roberto 

designed in the countryside. He is known for his strong paving 

designs, which stretch four kilometres along Copacabana beach 

and Flamingo Park nearby in Rio de Janiero.

MADAGASCAR. ‘BAOBABS, LEMURS AND 

CHAMELEONS’ – LYNSEY POORE

Madagascar is the fourth-largest island in the world and, as a result 

of its long isolation from neighbouring continents, the island is 

home to an abundance of plants and animals found nowhere 

else on Earth. Approximately 90 per cent of all plant and animal 

species found in Madagascar are endemic, including the lemurs. 

There are 103 species and subspecies of lemurs and all are 

classified as rare, vulnerable or endangered. Madagascar has six 

of the world's Baobab species. This distinctive ecology has led 

some ecologists to refer to Madagascar as the 'eighth continent', 

and the island has been classified by Conservation International 

as a biodiversity hotspot. 

Shrine Galleries, 

Courtyards and 

Reserve
Fit Friends' Ramble

Wednesday 31 July  

at 10 am

Meet at Gate Lodge  

at 10.20 for a 10.30 am start.

Friends $30    Non-members $40

The Shrine Reserve forms one of Melbourne’s most enduring 

and important memorial gardens. The architects saw the 

landscape around the building as an essential part of the 

purpose of the place as they looked to provide sanctuary and 

solace for those who grieved. 

Join us while we explore the Galleries of Remembrance and 

view the magnificent Flowers of War wreath, and then visit the 

garden courtyards and Post-45 Memorial Garden to discuss the 

significance behind their plantings and design. 

We shall look at how the Reserve has continued to adapt 

and change since the first Memorial plantings in August 1934 

and, weather permitting, we shall also visit some of the special 

memorial trees in the Reserve.

Finish with an opportunity to chat and warm up with a hot 

drink (at own expense) at Jardin Tan café.

events
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BOOK EVENTS ONLINE, UNDER 'WHAT'S ON' ON OUR WEBSITE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org OR  

ON OUR ENCLOSED BOOKING FORM. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

  

War against Waste 

Workshop No 3
Basketry workshop

Saturday 3 August   

from 10 am to 3 pm

Plant Craft Cottage  

enter via H Gate

Friends $85    Non-members $95 

Bookings essential

Limit of 10 per workshop

Morning tea and coffee 

provided. BYO Lunch

Tackle the War on Waste with Jodie Goldring who is a notorious 

gleaner with a broad range of creative experiences to share. 

Learn how to use green waste from the garden to make a small 

to medium-sized basket using the traditional basketry technique 

of twining. 

Materials will be provided as well as information about how to 

collect, dry and prepare your own plant material at home. 

This workshop will inspire you to transform plants pruned in 

the garden into treasured baskets that help tackle the war on 

our growing waste stockpiles. 

So, join us for a beginners’ basketry workshop at Plant 

Craft Cottage nestled in the RBGV Melbourne Gardens. No 

experience needed. Suitable for both adults and teenagers.

Grafting Workshop
With Craig Castree from 

Werribee Park Heritage 

Orchard

Wednesday 7 August  

at 10 am to 11.30 am

At the Friends' Nursery 

located near E Gate

Friends $60   Non-members $75

Bookings esential

Numbers limited to 10

This is a grafting workshop held by Craig Castree from Werribee 

Park Heritage Orchard and author of Edible Gardens: A Practical 

Guide. Craig is a qualified horticulturist and has spent time in 

many wholesale nurseries over the years, grafting and growing 

trees. He has also spent the last 40 years growing his own food 

no matter where he has lived. Craig will show you how you 

can add varieties to your existing fruit trees to increase picking 

times and diversity, making great use of space by having many 

varieties on the one tree. 

He will also cover bud, whip and tongue, cleft, Z and 

approach grafts, so you will learn lots from this session.

Tea and Camellias 
Winter Insiders’ Walk

Thursday 8 August  

at 10 am

Mueller Hall, National 

Herbarium

$20 MEMBERS ONLY

Meet for refreshments at 10 am

The walk begins at 10.20 am.

Take a tour of the Melbourne Gardens' world class Camellia 

Collection, which includes a range of early and modern cultivars 

and wild-collected species some of which are fragrant. 

There are over 900 varieties of camellia in the Gardens' 

collection which are recognised by the Australian Camellia 

Society. Camellias begin to flower in early winter and continue 

blooming until the end of summer, depending on the species. 

Come and see what might look beautiful in your garden and 

view some of the rarest and most spectacular varieties. 

This walk begins with a refreshing tea made from the leaves 

of Camellia sinensis.

events
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BOOK EVENTS ONLINE UNDER 'WHAT'S ON' ON OUR WEBSITE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org OR  

ON OUR ENCLOSED BOOKING FORM. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

Nursery and 

Glasshouse Tour 
Insiders ' Walk

Thursday 29 August  

at 9.30 am

$20 MEMBERS ONLY 

Bookings essential  

Numbers limited to 15  

Meet at Gate Lodge for 

refreshments before the walk. 

Join David Robbins, the Gardens Nursery Manager, on a 

wonderful tour of the Gardens Nursery as well as a special tour 

of the Tropical Glasshouses.

The Nursery contains some of the earliest buildings in the 

Gardens including the original Carpenter's Shop, the Sign 

Writing Shop with original clerestory windows, and the 19th- 

century corrugated iron portable buildings, which started life as 

a Museum of Economic Botany near F Gate. We will also see 

the modern seed-raising and propagation facilities (built with 

Friends’ grants). 

We will be guided through the Tropical Glasshouses and see 

the treasures contained within, including, hopefully, the terrestrial 

orchids in flower.

Roses and Ottoman 

Palace Gardens 
Illustrated Talk  

by Dr Susan Scollay

Wednesday 28 August  

at 6 pm for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium 

Friends  $20  Non-members $30  

Student & Pensioner Members $10 

Rosa damascena var. trigintipetala, the 
Kazanlik rose, an important source of rose 
oil and rose water throughout history. (image 
courtesy of Shutterstock).

Scholars of garden history and gardeners alike are fascinated 

by plants from the Middle East, and several botanic gardens 

throughout the world have maintained specimens collected 

by pioneering travellers. Dr Susan Scollay, an art historian 

specialising in the art and architecture of Islam, with a focus 

on the Ottoman Empire, will outline the main features of the 

extensive gardens planted by the Ottoman Sultan Mehmed II (r. 

1451–81) at his early imperial palace at Edirne/Adrianople on 

the border of modern-day Turkey, Greece and Bulgaria. 

Susan was specialist guest curator of the exhibition Love 

and Devotion: From Persia and Beyond at the State Library of 

Victoria, Melbourne, in 2012. Her recent research has been 

included in a volume of essays, Travellers in Ottoman Lands: The 

Botanical Legacy, published in 2018 by Archaeopress, Oxford, in 

association with the Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh. 

Ikebana Workshop 
Saturday 10 August  

10 am to 3 pm with 1 hour 

lunch break

Plant Craft Cottage  

enter via H Gate

Friends $120  

Non-members $150

Bookings essential

Numbers limited to 12

Experience the art of ikebana, a traditional form of Japanese 

floristry. This workshop is broken into two parts and you will 

create two different arrangements to take home. You will 

explore Moribana-style ikebana, producing both an upright and 

slanting arrangement. Moribana is one form of Ikebana and the 

term means ‘piled-up flowers’ providing the foundation for the 

creation of the floral piece.   

This will be a lovely workshop at Plant Craft Cottage 

where you can listen to the bellbirds as you create your floral 

masterpieces.

Your flowers, branches and Oasis will be provided along with 

handouts to take home. 

Please bring your own secateurs.

events
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ALL CRAFT ACTIVITIES WILL BE HELD IN THE PLANT CRAFT COTTAGE. To book events online, please see the 

events page on our website www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org, fill in the enclosed booking form or contact the Friends’ 

office on 9650 6398. 

Craft Demonstrations
Bookings not required

10.30 am – 2 pm

Cost: Free

Natural Dye 

5 June; 3 July; 7 August; 4 

September

Potpourri 

14 June; 12 July; 9 August

Fibre 
11 June; 9 July; 13 August

Basketry

19 June; 17 July; 21 August

Plant Card

20 June; 18 July; 15 August

Knitting Group

18 June; 16 July; 20 August 

Sunday Open Days

16 June; 21 July; 18 August

11 am – 4 pm     Cost: Free

School Holiday 

Program
Cards for Kids

Thursday 11 July

Two sessions:10.30 am - 12 

noon; and 1 pm - 2.30 pm.

Cost per child - $10

All materials supplied

Bookings essential and close 

Friday 5 July

Suitable for ages from 6 to14 

years

Learn to create your own 

cards and bookmarks using 

pressed flowers and leaves.

Open 10 am – 3 pm Tuesday 

to Friday and 11 am – 4 pm 

on the third Sunday of every 

month except January. Closed 

Public Holidays. 

Above right: Leafy boat card made 
during a Cards for Kids School Holiday 
workshop.

Photo: Chris Stott

Below: Rainforest Terrariums during 
contruction.  

Photo supplied by Put Your Heart Into It.

Rainforest Terrarium
Workshop

Saturday 24 August 9.30 am – 12.30 pm

Members $120   Non-members $150

Limit 15  Bookings essential

A terrarium is a beautiful way to keep plants indoors and 

decorate your space. A closed rainforest terrarium is a miniature 

ecosystem consisting of plants, stones, moss, other materials 

and figurines, crystals or ornaments for decoration.

You will learn how to build a healthy ecosystem and maintain 

it for years to come, and leave with your own large terrarium and 

a head full of ideas on how you can make more!

What a great way to spend a winter's day nestled deep in 

the Melbourne Gardens at Plant Craft Cottage making your own 

mini-garden. 

Plant Craft Cottage is near H 

Gate on Alexandra Avenue, 

where there is metered 

parking. Melway 2G, ref B11

plant
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crafts

Open House Melbourne
A recent makeover of the heritage-listed Plant Craft 

Cottage highlights the history of the building.

When it was constructed in 1852 H Gate Lodge was a three-

roomed cottage at the top of the steep cliff immediately above 

the Yarra River. In the intervening years, not only has the building 

undergone changes, but so also has the position of the river, 

which was diverted to its present course in the early 1900s. One 

of the original rooms of the cottage is still in use today.

Until the late 1970s, the building was home to the families of a 

series of Under Gardeners. In1982 it began a new life, as a craft 

centre and meeting place for groups researching the use of plant 

material in such crafts as basketry, natural dye and potpourri.

As the oldest building in the Melbourne Gardens, Plant Craft 

Cottage will participate in Open House Melbourne on 28 and 29 

July between 10.30 am and 3.30 pm.  
Above: Par t of the Plant Craft Cottage history display.

Below: The architect's drawings for the original cottage.

          Photos:  Chris Stott
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Classes

Term 3 will start in the week 

beginning Monday 15 July.

Classes of 8 weeks per term will 

be held on one of the following:

Evening: Tuesday 

Daytime: Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday and 

Saturday

(two sessions each day 2.5 hr) 

Sunday (one 2.5 hr session) 

Friday (one 3 hr session)

2.5 hr classes:  

 Friends: $284

Non-members: $349

3 hr classes:  

 Friends: $331 

Non-members: $396

We strongly recommend that 

students without prior experience 

in botanical illustration complete 

a Beginners’ Workshop before 

entering term classes.

Students and Illustrators 

should note that their 

representative on the Friends' 

Council is Sue Foran, foran_

ste@bigpond.com, rather 

than staff in the Friends' office.

Whirlybirds
The Whirlybirds Botanical 

Illustration Group meets every 

Tuesday morning in a studio 

at Domain House.

We are an informal group 

which supports, encourages 

and advises fellow artists while 

working on our own paintings.

The group is involved in 

preparing for reFraming Nature 

2019 which is being held in 

Domain House  

21 September to 6 October. 

Please contact Sandra 

Sanger on 9598 9532 for 

further information.

All classes and workshops will be held in DOMAIN HOUSE until further notice. For bookings and information, please 

see our website: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org.au or contact the Friends’ office on 9650 6398.

Workshops

All workshops will include morning 

and afternoon tea. BYO lunch. 

Beginner's Workshop 
with Mali Moir 

Tuesday 25 to Friday 28 June 

10 am to 4 pm

Friends: $425    

Non-members: $493

These intensive four-day 

courses provide an introduction 

to botanical art via pencil and 

watercolour. Students will begin to 

develop skills in outline drawing, 

foreshortening, tonal work and 

rendering of surfaces, basic 

colour work and paint application.

The cost of each course 

includes equipment to be used 

during the workshop – drawing 

materials, paint, watercolour 

paper and brushes.

Ongoing Beginner's 
Workshop 
with Dianne Emery

Monday 8 to Thursday 11 July 

10 am to 4 pm

Friends: $425    

Non-members: $493

This four-day workshop has 

been designed specifically for 

those who have completed 

a Beginner's Workshop with 

the Melbourne Friends, or an 

equivalent course, and wish 

to further their botanical art 

skills. Those who are unable 

to join a regular class may 

like to take this opportunity to 

continue their studies.

Dianne will help her 

students to refresh and extend 

the drawing and painting 

techniques learned in the 

Beginner's Workshop and look 

in more detail at composition, 

colour, and brush and pencil 

skills. She will also cover 

Below: Painting by illustrator and botanist Maria Sibylla Merian (1647-1717).

the use of aids such as 

masking fluid, 'paint removing' 

sponges and brushes, and 

demonstrate effective ways 

to fix mistakes, such as lost 

highlights and other mishaps. 

The cost of the course 

includes materials to be used 

during the workshop.

The Gifts of Winter 
Design and Colour

with Helen Burrows

An exploration into the 

symbolic and botanical beauty 

of a wreath or chaplet.

Monday 1 to Thursday 4 July 

10 am to 4 pm

Friends: $425

Non-members: $493 

In this four-day workshop 

Friends’ tutor Helen Burrows

will guide you through the 

principles of design:

– repetition (work with pattern 

to make the artwork active),  

– harmony (a combination of 

units which are similar in one 

or more respects),  

– graduation (combination of 

contrast and harmony) and  

– colour (embracing all the 

above principles).

Through step-by-step 

instructions using plant material 

of your own choosing (and some 

provided) the arrangement of 

florals or evergreen leaves will be 

constructed.

Helen says, 'Using the Law 

of Relationships we can produce 

compositional schemes that can 

be used in many ways. Your 

wreath represents eternity with 

no beginning and no end. The 

only limitations will be your 

own Imagination'.

Suitable for students at all 

levels.

illustrators 
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Above: A Red-capped Robin (Petroica goodenovii) painted by Lyn Gras.

Arum Lily painted by Jessie Ford

Winter Flowers 
Workshop 
with John Pastoriza-Piñol

Friday 12 to Sunday 14 July 

10 am to 4 pm

Friends: $375    

Non-members: $443 

‘Winter Flowers’ is a three-day 

workshop, which will focus 

on winter-flowering plants, 

including flowers available 

at florists and nurseries. 

Students will learn techniques 

of layering paint and using 

masking fluid. Students 

will also learn dry brush 

techniques to complete their 

painting. 

White Flowers 
Workshop 

with Jessie Ford

Friday 5 to Sunday 7 July 

10am – 4pm

Friends: $375 

Non-members: $443

Painting white flowers with 

watercolour can often be  

challenging without the use of 

white paint. In this workshop 

Jessie will guide you through 

her step-by-step process to 

create your own beautiful 

botanical painting of a white 

flower. You will gain an 

understanding in:

• how to draw your subject 

accurately 

• transferring your drawing 

onto watercolour paper

• observing light, shade, 

form and differing greys

• basic colour theory and 

how to mix different greys

• how to create your own 

grey colour chart

• watercolour techniques 

and how to use them on 

white flowers including 

wet-on-wet, wet-on-dry 

and dry-brush

• how to avoid a muddy 

painting

This workshop welcomes 

students of all experience 

levels, from beginners to 

advanced. 

This year, the Friends has acquired the assistance of two 

enthusiastic volunteer curators to assist in the organisation 

of the reFraming Nature exhibition with the support of the 

Illustrators' Volunteer Committee.

Olivia Hutchinson is a passionate arts administrator and 

curator with experience in art history, gallery management and 

events. With a background in the visual arts and a Master of Art 

Curatorship, her passions lie in research, art theory, and criticality,  

a particular interest in interdisciplinary contemporary arts practice. 

Olivia has previously worked in the commercial gallery and not-

for-profit sector and is excited to bring her experiences to the 

Friends' team.

Chiara Scafidi is an Anglo-Italian writer and curator based in 

Naarm (the Aboriginal name for Melbourne). She has a Bachelor’s 

degree in Zoology from the University of Western Australia and 

graduated with a Master of Art Curatorship from The University of 

Melbourne in 2017. With a keen interest in both art and science she 

is overjoyed to be uniting her two passions for this year’s exhibition. 

The Friends is thrilled to announce the return of the 

reFraming Nature exhibition, a biennial celebration of natural 

history through illustration. A varied and visually stunning 

selection of works depicting birds, bugs, fungi, amphibians and 

more, is open to all artists, and will be on display for two weeks 

at Domain House.  

When: 21 September - 6 October 2019, 10 am - 4 pm daily

Where: Domain House Gallery, Dallas Brooks Drive, Melbourne 

(located near the Shrine of Remembrance)

Cost: Free, with a gold coin donation encouraged to help our 

fundraising efforts.

All framed works are for sale as well as artists' cards, 

unframed originals and prints. 

Intending exhibitors are asked to download application forms 

from the Friends' website. Entries close at 5 pm Friday 23 August.

Join our art 

classes and be 

inspired

Clematis painted by JJohn Pastoriza-
Piñol

 illustrators
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The Global Gardening Trust

by Audrey Quealy and Thomas Gooch

In recent years we have seen an increase through local 

government policy and planning towards encouraging the 

‘greening’ of our cities. This incorporation of nature into 

the built environment is advocated by urban planners, 

designers, landscape architects and many stakeholders. 

However, it begs the question of who’s going to look after 

it all? Furthermore, considering continued increased 

rain events and extreme heat waves worldwide, we 

need to build environmental resilience into our cities 

through ‘greening’ in order to adapt to climate changes. 

Our collective landscapes are a platform for stronger 

ecological performance towards a climate-resilient city. 

For example, by increasing the vegetation cover we can 

mitigate the urban heat-island effect and by slowing 

down rainfall we saturate our soils towards surviving 

dry periods. Furthermore, increasing plant diversity will 

combat pests and diseases, not to mention improve air 

and water quality.  But again, how do we manage these 

constructed ecologies?

In its inaugural year, the Global Gardening Trust positions the 

gardener as a key component for the health of cities and us all. 

Providing a three-month scholarship to the premiere garden De 

Wiersse in the Netherlands, the Global Gardening Trust frames 

‘gardening as infrastructure’, creating opportunities for overseas 

experience for Australian gardeners. 

Investing in the health of our landscapes in turn means 

investing in our gardeners and providing training opportunities 

in premier gardens. At De Wiersse, the scholar will work closely 

with the gardening team led by long-term head gardener and 

manager, Laura Gatacre. The rich history of the Gatacre family 

inhabiting De Wiersse (some 350 years) has resulted in a deep, 

centralised connection to place and an expert horticultural 

knowledge so imbibed that it can rarely be taught in a 

classroom. De Wiersse is a dynamic and evolving garden where 

history and traditional garden planning combine with modern 

and experimental planting techniques and combinations. 

The interactive, exciting nature of the garden is amplified by 

northern European seasonality as well as expert succession 

of planting matrices. Upon arrival, the scholar will work in the 

various horticultural dimensions of the estate spanning across 

38 acres of garden and a further 74 acres of landscape park. 

In the garden, students are involved in a multitude of different 

tasks, from the high-energy succession planting and curation of 

perennial borders to productive gardens and the transplanting, 

weeding, pruning and management of more ‘natural’ woodlands 

and meadows. From exposure to such a variety of contrasting 

but connected environments, students will engage and develop 

many skills to do with plant habits, growth patterns, flowering 

times, staking, planting combinations, layout and propagation. 

Students will also have the opportunity to experience other 

prominent gardens such as Hortus Botanicus (Amsterdam) and 

Piet Oudolf’s Hummelo as well as distinguished nurseries such 

as De Hessenhof.

Research shows the therapeutic, health, social and economic 

benefits of having nature as part of the everyday urban life, 

yet the number of horticulture graduates in Australia has 

plummeted, resulting in the demise of horticultural courses. 

At the same time we see through research by the Australian 

Institute of Landscape Architects and the eminent horticulurist 

James Hitchmough, advances in 

encouraging plant diversity and 

matrices in our local planting. 

But do we have the skills to 

garden these more complex 

ecologies once established? 

It’s premier gardens across the 

world such as De Wiersse which 

present places of skills creation, 

learning and career pathways for 

gardeners of the future. These 

places provide knowledge of 

‘gardened’ landscapes made up 

of seasonal plant matrices and 

succession planting. For a young 

gardener to work with natural 

plant rhythms and move beyond 

a ‘set and forget’ or ‘maintenance’ 

mentality will only benefit our local 

landscapes when the student 

supporting
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returns to Australia. However, this requires a shift in perspective 

towards valuing gardening as infrastructure.

The Global Gardening Trust recognises that to achieve this 

perspective, it is important to provide opportunities for training 

professional, highly skilled gardeners. They will become key 

contributors to curating dynamic, climate-resilient landscapes 

for the built environment of the future. Horticultural knowledge 

about species, growth habits and site conditions needs to 

be included in the urban planning conversation as critical 

infrastructure. Education and expert plant knowledge, as well as 

the interaction with nature on more sustainable and cooperative 

terms, are key to our view of gardening as infrastructure. We 

believe that through this, and a succinct knowledge of climatic 

and successional planting techniques, our cities can be greened 

in more integrated and interactive ways, thus creating richer 

biodiverse ecosystems.

Over the coming years the Global Gardening Trust aims to 

develop into a network of interconnected student placements and 

scholarships across the globe, where education will be fostered 

through practical application and interaction with plants-people 

and gardens at the forefront of global horticulture. We aim to 

bring this knowledge to Australia by setting up sister placements 

in Australian gardens upon the student's return. Should you 

wish to support this vision, more information about the Global 

Gardening Trust can be found at www.globalgardeningtrust.com 

or email info@globalgardeningtrust.com to provide your support. 

Instagram: @globalgardeningtrust

Facing page:  De Wiersse showing rhododendrons in flower 
Below:  'Natural' woodlands and sculpted plants, all par t of the training at De Wierrse 
Below right:  Naturalised woodlands and alleys throughout De Wiersse

Photos supplied by De Wiersse management

Above right:  Scene in the RBGV Melbourne Gardens showing why the training of 
hor ticulurists is so impor tant. These gardens help improve life in the City of Melbourne. 

Photo: John Harrison

horticulture
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A variety of subjects photographed during 2018 by our Photo Group members.

Clockwise from top left: Photographers: John Harrison, Karen Pyke, Tim Barker, 
Nicola Rollerson and Liz Cooper

Our Bridges
A couple of issues ago (Botanic 

News Autumn 2018), I reviewed 

and discussed the lakes of our 

gardens  –  the importance of 

them in scale  with the Gardens 

and the way that they link 

everything together, providing 

an important relief to the 

landscape, and in the process, 

emphasising the plantings. The 

waterways seem to sinuously 

glide around corners, beckoning 

us to explore that next bend in the path. The  yin and yang of 

terra firma and aqua are clearly two very strong forces for the 

landscape designer. Perhaps the bridge is a metaphor linking 

back to the Yarra before being straightened. The metaphorical 

aspect of a bridge is already described in the following quote:

”Without bridges, we would be islands. Mankind has always

had a deep desire to build bridges, both figuratively and literally. 

We want to meet the people who live on the other side of the 

water. We want to know what they look like, sound like, and 

most importantly, think like.“

The Economist, 2006, May 13, p.10. 

With all the waterways in the Gardens, there are currently three 

bridges; the two on either end of Long Island and Eel Bridge 

between the Ornamental and Central Lakes.

The archival images show various rustic bridges which were 

the delight of photographers who provided postcard views for 

sale in the late 1800s. Until the Yarra was straightened at the turn 

of the twentieth century, several rustic bridges, the one near the 

aviary, and a bridge called Mueller's Iron Bridge (now Eel Bridge) 

existed at various times in the Gardens. 

Members of the Photo Group have had some success with 

their images of the modern bridges, as shown on the facing 

page of this article. The next meetings will occur on 22 May when 

monochrome photography will be the challenge of the day; 19 

June when members will be asked to photograph water; 17 July, 

when we will attempt to photograph flowering succulents; and 

21 August when we will photograph buds in spring. Members 

are asked to meet at the Terrace Tea Rooms at 11 am, and to 

reconvene at the tearooms after each photographic walk for 

lunch, a drink and a chat.

John Harrison, Convener

photo

Below  The rustic bridge 1876   
Right: Another view of the rustic bridge 
Below right: The rustic bridge and pagoda at the nor th end of the lake in the 1880s
Photos remastered by John Harrison from Herbarium Archives
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Above  'Wondering' and reflecting on the bridge at the eastern end of Long Island.   
             Photo:  Diana Barrie

Below: The modern Eel Bridge.          Photo: Jane Bennet

Two photographic treatments of the bridge at the western end of Long Island.

Above:  Diana Barrie

Below:  Richard Kirsner

group 
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Left: Working Wetlands works on the Ornamental Lake.        Photo: Mary Ward       Right: Floating islands on the volcano helping to sweeten the water and keep it free of  

             algal blooms.

Now is the time of year we ask you to consider giving 

extra support to our Trust Fund. The income from the 

Fund provides money for most of our grants to the RBGV, 

but where does the money go, what is it used for? 

It is always a good time to walk through the Gardens, but let’s 

look at a route that includes some of the projects supported by the 

Friends over the years and showcase a little of what membership 

of the Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne is about. 

With some of our grants we have been able to fill gaps where most 

funding has come from major benefactors, while with others, we 

have been the principal donors.

A major area of our support has been through Water Works, 

Water Wise, which was established to celebrate our twentieth 

anniversary in 2002 as a long-term project to finance irrigation 

systems in the Melbourne Gardens. Since then over $450,000 has 

been donated for various projects, including grants that amounted 

to $210,000 over several instalments between 2010 and 2013 

towards the Gardens’ Working Wetlands Project. This has been 

a major undertaking by the RBGV over the last 10 -15 years that 

has revitalised the lake system and helped ensure there will be 

water available to maintain the plant collection into the future.

We shall start our walk at the Friends’ office at Gate Lodge 

and move on past Southern Cross (Theatre) Lawn (irrigation) 

and the newly refurbished Visitor Centre (over $50,000). Then we 

can walk along the Link Path to the IPF Children’s Garden (more 

irrigation), and into the Gardens proper on the boardwalk by the 

fig tree. The Herbarium shows an attractive and inviting face to 

people passing by, but before the Herbarium Discovery Walk was 

constructed ($30,000 in 2009), it was very difficult for people to 

get an understanding of what goes on inside. This is the scientific 

nerve centre of the RBGV and the self-guided walk highlights 

some of the vital work done by the scientists – from the botanists 

in the field and the role of the 1.5 million specimens housed 

inside to the importance of plant identification. 

Take the path that runs along the Australian Forest Walk and 

past the RBG works yard, where we provided some $240,500 

for various systems and facilities between 1995 and 2010, then 

past E Gate entrance to Nymphaea Lake. Here you can see 

some of the Working Wetlands infrastructure, where stormwater 

harvested from surrounding streets is filtered as it moves past 

the specially chosen aquatic species.

Continue along the path to the D Gate entrance and 

around the corner to arrive at Guilfoyle’s Volcano, another 

vital part of this water management scheme which is a major 

Gardens highlight. The Friends contributed $70,000 towards its 

redevelopment, so be sure to take the path to the top to enjoy 

the views while learning more about the plants and the Working 

Wetlands system. 

From the Volcano, head down the grass along Guilfoyle’s 

mounds to the Canna Bed and the entrance to Fern Gully. Our 

grants of some $575,000 for this part of the Gardens have gone 

towards the Boardwalk, an irrigation and misting system, the 

refurbishment of the Fern Gully Rest House and now the creation 

of the Sensory Garden. The sound of the cascading water that 

now flows down the stream is a reminder of why Charles La Trobe 

felt he had discovered a ‘veritable Garden of Eden’ in this north-

facing amphitheatre with water running through it. Check the 

progress of the Sensory Garden as you exit Fern Gully. This has 

been funded by us with a grant of $200,000 and is covered in the 

article on page 6. Central Lake is next, where a grant of $120,000 

for de-silting was provided in 2000, and irrigation work was also 

funded for the Rare and Threatened Species Beds on Central 

Lawn to your right. These beds are planted with endangered 

species from six distinct regions of Victoria.

The beautiful Ornamental Lake will mark the end of this 

walk. Here you can see the floating islands that help to filter 

impurities from the water while also providing valuable nesting 

opportunities for some of the water birds. More stormwater 

money
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Above: Preparatory clearing the Volcano area          
Below: The watering layout for one of the Rare and Threatened Species beds   
           Photos: Mary Ward

enters this lake in its northeast corner and moves through the 

carefully constructed fingers with their aquatic plants. If you feel 

you have now earned the right to enjoy a restful view across the 

water, the Terrace Restaurant can provide a discounted cup of 

tea or coffee!

The Friends have contributed to less obvious things around 

the Gardens over the years, such as plant labels, stakes and 

the sourcing of plants themselves, as well as providing annual 

scholarship awards to RBGV staff. Our very first grant of $619 

went towards the Herb Garden in 1985 and from these small 

beginnings we have continued to grow as an organisation and 

in the ways we support the RBGV. So when walking through 

the Gardens, look around and feel proud that through your 

membership of the Friends, you have helped provide vital 

infrastructure and new developments in our world-class botanic 

garden and will continue to do so into the future.

Mary Ward
Above:  Par t of the Fern Gully boardwalk funded by the Friends    
     Photo: Janet Thomson

Above:  Cacti and succulents representing growth around a gravel 'lava flow'  
     Photo: Janet Thomson 
Below:  The refurbished Fern Gully Rest House   Photo: Adnan Mansour 

trail
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The American Story
This is the second in the 

series of articles about 

Species Roses  by Michelle 

Endersby, Vice-President of 

the Victorian Rose Society.

Legend has it that 

Christopher Columbus’ 

arrival in America was aided 

by roses. Some accounts say 

that a rose branch complete 

with rose hips was retrieved from the water on 11 October, 

1492, when Columbus’ ship was becalmed in the Sargasso 

Sea. This sign of land gave the seafarers hope and the 

courage to continue on to the New World.  

Prior to Colombus’ arrival the indigenous people of America 

already had a strong association with wild roses as a food 

source and traditional herbal medicine. Wild roses, a symbol of 

life and survival, were sometimes attached to cradleboards to 

bring vitality to infants and frequently used in decorative arts.

The Species Rose Collection in the RBGV Melbourne 

Gardens has some fine examples of the Species Roses of 

America. Some of them include:

• Rosa acicularis, the Arctic Ros,e which is found growing 

along the circumference of the Arctic Circle. This low shrub 

with its stems densely armed with prickles bears large 

solitary dark pink flowers.

• Rosa setigera, the Prairie Rose (pictured below), thrives in 

any kind of soil. It has deep pink single flowers. It is the only 

native climbing rose in North America and was mentioned 

in Charles Darwin’s studies on the movement and habits 

of climbing plants being responsive to the stimulus of light 

and shade on trellis. It also carries male and female flowers 

on different plants, so one bush may have a profusion of 

hips whilst others have none.

• Rosa foliolosa (pictured above) has dark cerise flowers on 

short stems and the leaves can have as many as eleven 

narrow leaflets to each leaf stalk.

• Rosa pisocarpa, called thus because its hips are small and 

round like red peas.

• Rosa woodsii, from the central and western US, has lilac-

pink flowers, greyish-green leaves and shining, globular, 

bright red hips that remain for a long time on the bush.

• Rosa californica ‘Plena’ (pictured below) has semi-double 

flowers of rich dark pink on graceful arching canes.

• Rosa stellata, also known as the Star Rose, The Gooseberry 

Rose or the Desert Rose, grows wild in dry rocky places in 

Texas and mountain canyons of Arizona and New Mexico.  

The sub-species Rosa stellata var. mirifica which has been 

in cultivation since 1916 is growing well in the Melbourne 

Gardens where you can see its unusual brownish bristly pear- 

shaped hips (stem and hips pictured bottom of facing page).

species rose
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Rosa x harisonnii ‘Lutea Maxima’ (pictured above) is not a 

species rose but has great historical significance. Also called 

the Oregon Trail Rose or the Yellow Rose of Texas, it was a 

chance hybrid in the 19th century thought to be a seedling of 

a cross between Rosa foetida and Rosa pimpinellifolia. It first 

bloomed in attorney George Folliott Harison's suburban villa 

situated north of New York City, and in 1830 nurseryman William 

Price of Long Island took cuttings and marketed the rose. It has 

naturalised at abandoned house sites throughout the American 

west and is now found growing wild along the Oregon Trail, a 

wagon trail established by the mountain men of the fur trade and 

subsequently used by over 400,000 settlers, farmers, miners and 

ranchers.

Other  American species roses not currently in the Melbourne 

collection include:

• Rosa virginiana, which spreads by suckers, has a profusion 

of pink flowers, has glossy paddle-shaped leaflets, was 

formerly called Rosa lucida, the Shining Rose.

• Rosa nitida is a low-growing shrub with canes covered in 

red bristles and dark green glossy leaves. Its small cup-

shaped deep-red flowers were observed in early times 

being used by Inuit people to decorate their hair and the 

seal and reindeer skins that they wore.

• Rosa gymnocarpa, a native of northwest America, thrives 

on the fringes and clearings of forests and is one of the 

few roses that tolerates shade. Its fragrant five-petaled 

flowers vary in colour from every shade of pink to almost 

lavender and the sepals fall away from the hips earlier than 

other species of roses hence it being given the name the 

Baldhip Rose. Its scientific name is from the Greek gymnos 

meaning naked and karpos meaning fruit.

Rosa laevigata is not native to North America, but French 

botanist Michaux observed it to be well established there back 

in 1803. It is better known as the Cherokee Rose as it was 

a favourite of the Cherokee Indians of southwest Arkansas. 

An evergreen rose, it is a vigorous rambler with large, single, 

waxy white flowers with yellow centres and very shiny leaflets, 

hence the name laevigata from the Latin levis meaning smooth 

or polished. There are no records of this rose being brought 

by Europeans to America but it is possible that it came with 

early Spanish gold-hunting expeditions well before the general 

westward expansion of the pioneers. It has now been adopted 

as the state flower of Georgia.

Another case of mistaken identity is Rosa montezumae, 

discovered in Mexico by Prussian naturalist Humboldt in 1825. It 

is now believed it may be Rosa eglanteria, the sweet briar rose, 

thought to be introduced by Spanish missionaries.

Make sure to visit the Species Rose Collection each time you 

visit the Melbourne Gardens to observe all of its wonders and 

follow the life cycles of the roses.

collection
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The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne Inc.

was formed to stimulate further interest in the Gardens 

and the National Herbarium and to support and assist 

them whenever possible.

Patron 
The Honourable  
Linda Dessau AC 
Governor of Victoria

President
Mary Ward

Vice-Presidents
Lynsey Poore 
Catherine Trinca

Secretary
Adnan Mansour
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Mark Anderson
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Prof. Tim Entwisle
Sue Foran
Dr Richard Kirsner

Meg Miller 
Peter Kelly
Nicola Rollerson
Mali Wilson

CONVENERS
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Sue Foran

Events
Catherine Trinca

Growing Friends
Michael Hare

Helping Hands
Susie Goodluck

Membership/Marketing
Nicola Rollerson 

Photo Group
John Harrison

Plant Craft Cottage

Christina Gebhardt 
Phyl Knaggs

Volunteers
Jennifer Ure

Friends’ Trust Fund
Peter Griffin AM
William Jones
Peter Kelly
Janet Thomson OAM
Catherine Trinca

June

14 Talking Plants – Hellebores p8

16 PCC Sunday Open Day – 11 am to 4 pm  p12

19 Photo Group Walk – 11 am p18

22 Macramé Plant Holder Workshop p8

25 Beginners' Workshop – Mali Moir p14

July

1 The Gifts of Winter Workshop – Helen Burrows p14

5 White Flowers Workshop – Jessie Ford p15

8 Ongoing Beginners' Workshop – Dianne Emery p14

10 Illustrated Travel Talks – 10 am p9

11 School Holiday Program – Cards for Kids p12

12 Winter Flowers Workshop – John Pastoriza-Piñol p15

17 Photo Group Walk – 11 am p18

21 PCC Sunday Open Day – 11 am to 4 pm  p15 

23 Insiders' Free Walk – Guilfoyle's Volcano p8

27-8 PCC Open House Melbourne – 10.30 am p13

31 Fit Friends' Ramble – Shrine Galleries p9

August

3 War against Waste – Basketry Workshop p9

7 Grafting Workshop – Craig Castree p10

8 Insiders' Walk – Tea and Camellias  p10 

10 Ikebana Workshop - 10 am – 3 pm p11 

18 PCC Sunday Open Day – 11 am to 4 pm  p12

21 Photo Group Walk – 11 am p18

24 Rainforest Terrarium – Workshop p12 

28 Illustrated talk – Dr. Susan Scollay p11 

29 Insiders' Walk – Nursery and Glasshouse p11
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