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Just before this edition went 

to print, Virginia Henderson, 

Manager, Administration 

in the Friends’ Office, 

announced she would retire 

in February. Virginia has been 

our office manager for the 

past 18 years. She has kept us 

organised and has overseen 

advances in many areas of 

our activities. For more about 

Virginia’s time with the 

Friends, please see page 6. I 

am sure you will all join me in 

wishing her well as we offer 

a heartfelt thank you for her 

years of commitment to the 

Friends. Thank you, Virginia, you will be missed.

We marked the end of 2017 with our annual Cocktail Party at 

Gardens House, this year using Guilfoyle’s beautiful front entrance, 

with the lush lawn and curving garden beds as a backdrop. Thank 

you to everyone on our Events committee who helped to organise 

another very successful evening, despite the heat. 

An exciting project we conducted towards the end of last year 

was our Membership Survey. To those of you who do not have an 

email address, I apologise, but these surveys are best carried out 

in that manner. If you have not informed us of an email address, 

please let us know so that we can contact you in that way in the 

future (friends@frbgmelb.org.au). Thank you to all who replied 

and gave us comments and suggestions to help us give you what 

you are looking for in belonging to the Melbourne Friends. The 

number who responded was very encouraging, and our three 

winners were Virginia Wingett, Julie Broderick and Rachael Lahiff. 

Particular thanks go to Nicky Rollerson, our Membership Convener, 

who did a wonderful job in organising and analysing the survey for 

us. She has more to say about the survey on page 15.

Some of your suggestions are unfortunately out of our hands; 

they are the province of the RBGV, but be assured, we have 

read them all and will be taking action to provide you with some 

of the things you have asked for, like more behind-the-scenes 

information on the Gardens and varied times for walks and talks, 

Barrel Cactus or Mother-in-Law’s Cushion 
(Echinocactus grusonii) found in the 
Volcano precinct.

Photo:  Nicky Rollerson, a member of the 
Friends’ Photo Group.
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such as including some on weekends for example. As is usual, 

Botanic News will include information on up-coming events, 

but please also check our online and digital media for current 

information or for something that we may only be able to offer at 

short notice. Thank you to our digital gurus, Cathy Trinca, Ingrid 

Casson and Carmel Boyce for keeping our profiles up-to-date.

You can sign up for our monthly eNews bulletin, 

find us on Facebook (@friendsrbgmelb), on Instagram 

(friendsroyalbotanicgardensmelb) and of course there is our 

website (rbgfriendsmelbourne.org), which is chock full of up-to-

date information about the Friends and the Gardens. There is 

a calendar of events for the year (scroll through from month to 

month to see what is coming up and click on events for more 

information), then there are booking and renewal opportunities 

and so much more. Follow us, ‘like’ us and share!

As well as looking ahead, we are also looking to our past, 

as there is much to learn there as well. Last year we decided to 

undertake an oral history project. This has involved interviewing 

some of our earliest members to record their thoughts and 

memories of events that led to the Friends starting as an 

organisation to raise awareness of, and support, for the Royal 

Botanic Gardens Melbourne. There will be more to tell you 

about this in the coming months, but now that early interviews 

are finished and transcripts confirmed, we are excited about the 

different ways we shall be able to bring these memories to you 

all. It has been humbling to listen to interview snippets, and the 

feeling of passion that engendered the founding of the Friends 

has been truly infectious. We owe our founders a debt and I 

hope we can continue their work with the same enthusiasm with 

which they started. Thank you to those members who agreed 

to share their thoughts with us, and congratulations to Richard 

Smith, Maurice Castro, Janet Thomson, Cathy Trinca and Louise 

Coronel, for their work with the Steering Committee.

In continuing our support for the RBGV, we are keen to 

highlight and support new developments that will further enhance 

their standing as one of the world’s top botanic gardens. A new 

Nature and Science precinct will be a fitting way to continue the 

legacy of Baron von Mueller and William Guilfoyle and we look 

forward to doing our bit in helping this come about. 

Can you believe the Growing Friends are turning 30 this 

year? What a wonderful contribution they all make and what 

from
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 Helen McLellan Research Grant for 2018/19 

Megan Hirst, Seedbank Officer, RBGV.

Project: Testing Hor ticultural Potential of 
Rare and Threatened Australian Plants

tempting plants they produce for us to buy! For more on this 

significant milestone see the Growing Friends’ pages – 8 and 9.

At the 31st Annual General Meeting of the Friends of the 

Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne Inc. on 20 November 2017, 

the following members were elected to Council for two years, 

2018- 2019: 

Vice-President – Lynsey Poore; Secretary – Adnan Mansour; 

Ordinary Members – Dr Richard Kirsner, Margaret (Meg) Miller 

and Mali Wilson.

The following Trustees of the Friends of the Royal Botanic 

Gardens Trust Fund were elected for four years, 2018-2021:

Peter Griffin AM, Peter Kelly and Will Jones. Long-serving 

Trustee, Maurice Castro retired at the AGM.

We were delighted to nominate three members for Honorary 

Life Membership. Above, and from left to right: Maurice Castro, 

Richard Smith and Irwin Newman photographed by Richard 

Kirsner at our end of year Cocktail Party. All three have given 

many years of dedicated service to the Friends, both as Office 

Bearers and Committee Members and we congratulate them on 

being awarded this well-deserved honour.

Volunteer awards presented at the AGM recognised and 

celebrated many years of continuous voluntary commitment to 

the Friends. We warmly congratulate all recipients and thank 

them for their contribution, but in particular, Heather Ironmonger, 

Joanna Brownell and Alwynne Fairweather, all of whom received  

25-year certificates. Thank you everyone!

I would also like to thank all members of the Friends’ 

Executive and Council for the time, assistance and advice 

they have given me over this past year. Your support has been 

invaluable.

Mary Ward

Peter Berbee, Arborist, Curator Quercus 
collection, Melbourne Gardens, RBGV

Project: To attend the 9th International Oak 
Society Conference 2018, California USA.

Katherine Kominiarski, Visitor Experience 
Officer, Engagement and Impact, RBGV.

Project: To under take a six-week Wildlife 
Rescue and Rehabilitation Training course

David Robbins, Team Leader Nursery, 
Melbourne Gardens, RBGV

Project:  A Recordkeeping Diploma

Mandy Thomson, Team Leader Nursery, 
Cranbourne Gardens, RBGV

Project: Attendance at The Australian Plant 
Society’s Bi-Annual National Conference. 

The Friends’ Staff Scholarship Awards 2017

 the  president
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The Tromgin Trawler 
The lake system is an integral 

component of the picturesque 

landscape at Melbourne Gardens. 

During his time as Director, 

Guilfoyle took advantage of the 

site’s natural water features, 

transforming them into a series 

of inspired imitations of nature 

which remain today. His work 

included re-shaping and clearing 

the marshes from the former swampy lagoon, known by 

the Woiwurrung name Tromgin, to create the Ornamental 

Lake, accentuating picturesque views across an expansive 

sheet of water as the focus of the landscape design. 

A small stream that originally fed into the lagoon was 

incorporated into the Fern Gully as a naturalistic creek 

and the Nymphaea Lily Lake was created at the head of its 

course in the Southern Lawn. In more recent times, the 

1876 Volcano at C Gate has been restored and landscaped, 

and the stormwater harvesting project, Working Wetlands, 

completed as we continue to pursue a cleaner, healthier 

and more productive lake system.

Since the opening of Working Wetlands in 2012, the benefits 

and success of the system have been realised with the project 

often cited as an example of best practice in water recycling and 

a central point of reference for many in the industry. It provides 
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a sustainable source of irrigation water for the Melbourne 

Gardens, with up to 40% (45 million litres) reduction in mains 

water use for maintaining our verdant landscape and protecting 

the plant collections. Increased habitat for biodiversity, fewer 

algal blooms, lower lake nutrient levels, and greater control over 

lake levels are evidence of further successes.

On the flip side, the growing complexities of managing our 

dynamic water features continually challenge us – most notably 

with the annual explosion of Azolla rubra – a native floating fern 

which can rapidly cover the water surface during the warmer 

months and appear like a continuation of the surrounding lawn. 

This can confuse children and dogs who step onto it, not realising 

that there can be deep water underneath. Over the past 5-6 years 

the management and removal of Azolla has consumed thousands 

of staff hours and at times had an adverse effect on the vital 

aesthetic qualities of the landscape. However, with the recent 

purchase and launch of an amphibious harvester, aptly named The 

Tromgin Trawler, I’m delighted to say that help is now at hand.

The amphibious harvester is a go-anywhere machine. On 

land, in water, through mud, on wetlands, in swamps…all 

with amazing versatility, it can cut, harvest and collect aquatic 

weeds; excavate, dredge and de-silt waterbodies. Engineered 

to be versatile on land, water, eco-sensitive lakes and wetlands, 

the harvester is amazingly manoeuvrable and allows the 

operator to work in difficult-to-access areas like wetlands. 

Significant infrastructure upgrades have been completed at the 

boatshed to accommodate the harvester, and several Gardens 

staff trained and certified to operate the machine to help wrest 

back control of lake management. 

Due to access problems in the 

Central Lake and Backwater, we can 

only operate the harvester in the 

Ornamental Lake, but we’ll continue 

to explore options to overcome this.

Of course, Azolla management 

is not the only challenge we’re 

faced with on the water. There’s 

also care of aquatics in the water 

and plant material on the wetlands 

and lake islands; maintenance of 

pumps, pipes and the bluestone 

lake edge; and perhaps the 

trickiest of all – the management 

of the pump house, irrigation 

system and programming. Of 

course, much of this work goes on 

behind the scenes and somewhat 

unnoticed by our 1.6m visitors, but 

without the dedication, knowledge 

and expertise of our staff, the 

lakes could well return to Tromgin!

Below: Amphibious harvester scooping Azolla.         Photo: Chris Cole

from
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Following on from the success of Working Wetlands, the RBGV 

has secured State Government funding to ‘turn the tap off’ and 

effectively eliminate the need to irrigate the Melbourne Gardens 

with valuable drinking water, amounting to 100 million litres per 

annum – around 650 average Melbourne households’ water usage. 

This initiative is a partnership with City of Melbourne and industry 

and would see the extraction of Yarra River water from above 

Dight’s Falls into the Gardens precinct to provide irrigation water to 

some of Melbourne’s iconic and most valued green spaces.

So, next time you wander through our stunning picturesque 

landscape, I urge you to pause at one of the water features and 

appreciate the significant effort and expertise that goes into 

maintaining and developing this integral part of the Melbourne 

Gardens.

Chris Cole

Executive Director Melbourne Gardens

Above left: The harvester on the boatshed access ramp
Above right: View across Ornamental Lake to Picnic Point

Below: Ornamental Lake and surrounding Gardens

Photos supplied by Chris Cole.

the gardens
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Virginia Henderson
Early this month a large group of members including past 

and present  volunteers, Friends’ staff and Melbourne 

Gardens staff gathered to farewell a very special Friends’ 

staff member, Virginia Henderson, who retired on 9 February.

Some of us first met Virginia in 1996 when she joined the 

staff of the RBG Melbourne as the receptionist when the 

Gardens’ reception desk was situated in the front hall of the 

Herbarium. Subsequently, for a short time she assisted Richard 

Barley, the then Director of the Melbourne Gardens, before 

being appointed as Manager, Administration replacing Margaret 

Howes, for the Friends at Gate Lodge in 1999.

The role of Manager, Administration is multi-faceted: 

supervising staff and volunteers and ensuring the office is 

running smoothly and efficiently. A heavy workload, it involves a 

very wide range of detailed administrative responsibilities. 

A vital part of the role is providing a public face for the 

Friends and Virginia did this superbly, welcoming people and 

making them feel at home whether they were volunteers, other 

members, RBGV staff, trades or delivery people. She knew and 

remembered the names of almost all of them. 

Virginia was responsible for interviewing volunteers to help 

in the office and one of these long-standing volunteers, Elly 

Brodie, commented that Virginia had the ability to create a warm 

pleasant environment in which to work; ‘she really listens to you, 

explains things very clearly and is unfailingly pleasant’.

Amongst Virginia’s myriad administrative responsibilities was 

giving support to presidents and secretaries of the Friends. 

During her 18 years, she worked with six Presidents and three 

Secretaries. Richard Smith, Secretary from 2001 to 2012, 

remembers how magnificently she supported him during that 

period, relieving him of much of the secretarial workload. I 

was President from 2006 to 2010 and know that I can speak 

on behalf of other Presidents when I say that we, and our 

current President, Mary Ward, have been constantly grateful for 

Virginia’s advice and help so willingly given.

Melbourne Gardens and Herbarium staff frequently relied on 

Virginia for information. One member of less than 18 months’ 

standing, when told that Virginia was leaving, immediately 

responded, ‘Oh no, who will we go to, she knows all the answers!’.

When speaking to Virginia about this article, she mentioned 

the changes that have occurred during her time as Manager 

and particularly the introduction of volunteer receptionists in 

2007; taking over the administration of the Botanical Illustrators’ 

classes, a task previously undertaken by one of the tutors; 

development of regular Beginners’ Workshops; and the merger 

with the Plant Craft Cottage. Virginia also wished to pay tribute 

to all the wonderful people she has worked with in the Friends, 

especially Marguerite and Karlene. She also acknowledged 

past staff members, the Presidents, Secretaries and Council 

members and, most importantly, the office volunteers.

Virginia’s husband Gavin should also be acknowledged as a 

volunteer. He took mail to the Post Office, did the banking and 

at times helped with setting up for functions, mainly doing the 

heavy lifting. His help was invaluable and much appreciated, 

and we thank him very much.

The President, Council members, the many volunteers and 

members of the Friends thank Virginia for all her hard work – 

she always gave her job one hundred and fifty percent – and  

for her thoughtfulness, kindness and friendship, and her cooking 

skills! Her significant contribution to the Friends is greatly 

appreciated and there’s no doubt she will be missed. We think 

of her warmly, wish her well in her retirement and look forward to 

seeing her frequently in the future.

Janet Thomson

Virginia presenting then Secretary Lawrence Cohn with his 90th bir thday cake. Janet 
Thomson looks on.

Past Friends’ office staff, from left to right, Jean Woodger, Helen Fahey, Virgina Henderson 
and Jackie Courmadias.  Photos from the Friends’ archives.

members
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‘To be a Friend is reward in itself, but there are other 

benefits such as lectures, guided tours, special visits and 

events.’

David Churchill, Director and Government Botanist, writing in the first 

Friends’ newsletter - No 1, July 1982.

Your Say
In October last year we invited you to tell us what you 

thought about your membership of the Melbourne 

Friends. We were delighted to receive 440 completed 

surveys, which has given us much valuable information. 

Many thanks to members for the time and thought that 

went into your responses. 

Below is a brief summary of your answers to some of the 

questions in the survey.  We were very heartened to learn, 

amongst other things, that so many Members see their 

memberships as a means of supporting the Gardens.  

Top 4 Reasons for becoming a Friend:

What prompted you to become a Melbourne Friend?

   54%  Wanted to support the Gardens financially

   32%  Wanted to participate in a Friends’ event

   15%  Wanted to become a volunteer for the Friends

   15%  Wanted to get a discount on a Botanical Art Class

Top 4 Member benefits used:

Since becoming a Melbourne Friend which, if any, of the member 

benefits have you used?

   88%  Read free seasonal Botanic News

   71%  Read eNews bulletins

   56%  Used Member card to get discount in RBGV shop

   42%  Attended special Member Only Insider events

Top 3 things that you like about being a Friend:

What do you like MOST about being a Melbourne Friend?

   71%  Feeling that I am helping the Gardens

   65%  Receiving Botanic News

   30%  Attending Member events/groups  

   (in particular talks/lectures, walks and tours)

94% were satisfied with their membership:

How satisfied are you with your membership to the Melbourne 

Friends?

   39%  Extremely satisfied

   55%  Quite satisfied

   5%    Not very satisfied

<1%    Not at all satisfied

What we do well:

What do you think that the Melbourne Friends does well?

   84%  Communicates regularly with their Members

   77%  Offers interesting events

   41%  Offers interesting volunteer opportunities

   38%  Offers a wide range of discounts.

What we could do better:

What do you think that the Melbourne Friends could do better?

   46%  Nothing in particular

   31%  Offer more/different events

   16%  Offer bigger discounts on events or activities.

Whilst we had some very positive feedback, we are certainly 

not resting on our laurels. You gave us many helpful ideas 

and suggestions, which we intend to investigate further and, 

in time and if viable, implement. Below are just a few of those 

suggestions:

• Increase the number of talks and informative lectures

• Offer more talks and walks at weekends and after hours

• Offer more opportunities to learn about plants and 

gardening.

• Include seasonal gardening tips in Botanic News

• Offer the occasional free guided walk for members.

As the survey was conducted online, those without access to 

email were unable to participate. If that applies to you, and you 

wish to have your say, then please feel free to write to us at Gate 

Lodge, 100 Birdwood Avenue, Melbourne, VIC, 3004, and tell us 

what you think about your membership of the Melbourne Friends  

Source:  2017 Melbourne Friends Member Survey.  

(All percentages based on total sample of 440 respondents)

Nicky Rollerson

Membership Convener

Members enjoying a Basketry Workshop at Plant Craft Cottage.        Photo: Archival image

members
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by Michael Hare, Convener

NURSERY SALE DATES

The Friends’ Friday sale days for 

autumn are 2 March, 4 May and 

1 June from 8 am to 1 pm. Don’t 

forget membership cards and 

carry bags.

AUTUMN PLANT SALE 

Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 April 

– 10 am to 4 pm on Saturday 

and 10 am to 3 pm on Sunday 

on the lawn near Gate E. Entry 

is free.

trolleys to the back of the Director’s residence (Gardens House). 

Gillian and her husband, Neil, came to the Gardens every day 

for nearly two years to clean, tidy and water all the pots by hand. 

In the early years the plant sales were held on Observatory 

Lawn and all the plants had to be moved there on trolleys. The 

long queue waiting for the gates to open for the first sale in 

Spring 1988 was a welcome sight and the outstanding result 

achieved by that sale, $14,000, dispelled any doubts concerning 

the viability of the Growing Friends. The quality and rarity of 

the plants being sold (approximately 90% are now propagated 

from cuttings of plants in the Melbourne Gardens) ensured that 

in those early days the publicity spread by word-of-mouth and 

customers kept returning, year after year.

In 1999 when the nursery site was taken over by the Gardens 

for a car park, the Growing Friends’ nursery moved to its 

present location behind Nursery Lodge, between Gates D and 

E, and the Sale area moved to the Acmena Lawn opposite 

the glasshouses. With the advice and help of Royal Botanic 

Gardens staff, an automatic watering system was installed for 

the whole of the nursery. This change of the sale area enabled 

the Melbourne Gardens’ staff to provide assistance moving the 

plants and equipment from the nursery on their vehicles, thus 

reducing the most arduous task of the sales.

In 2007 the old Growing Friends’ office, the ‘Mouse House’, 

was replaced by a new building, the ‘Grouse House’, and better 

shading of the potting benches was installed. More recently 

there have been further upgrades of the watering system, as 

a result of plant damage in the summer of 2009. All of these 

changes were aimed at reducing the physical work load of the 

Growing Friends while improving the reliability and quality of the 

plants produced.

During this thirty years the Growing Friends have achieved 

some notable propagation successes; one such being the 

reintroduction into cultivation, in England, of the Australian 

30 YEARS ON – AND STILL GOING STRONG

February 2018 marks the 30th anniversary of the Growing Friends.

Early in 1988 a group of plant lovers in the Friends, having 

been offered some seedlings by the Royal Botanic Gardens 

Melbourne staff, suggested to the Friends’ Council that a 

group be formed to propagate and sell plants to raise money. 

At a meeting arranged to discuss this suggestion Gillian 

Kirk, who had offered to look after the seedlings, was named 

the Convener and Lydia Bartlett agreed to be the Treasurer. 

Another member of the inaugural group, Dale McDonnell, had 

nursery management experience and so, amongst other good 

advice, suggested and established a shade house for the small 

plants. It was at this meeting that the group adopted the name 

‘Growing Friends’.

The Royal Botanic Gardens staff at this time, from the 

Directors to the nursery personnel, encouraged the group and 

supported them in practical ways such as planning the potting 

area, and supplying potting tables, pots and potting mix etc.

Initially the small group met in a gardener’s shed at the rear 

of Observatory House and the potted plants were moved on 

growing
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 ,

hybrid, Camellia japonica ‘Thomas Tresider’, the story of which 

is detailed in the Winter 2015 issue of Botanic News. 

In recent years the Growing Friends have moved ‘with the 

times’ so that the plant lists and catalogues which were in the 

early days handwritten and hand typed, are now generated from 

a computer database which enables the history of each batch 

of plants to be traced. To provide additional benefit to members 

of the Friends, a discount system and sales on the first Friday of 

the month, in the Nursery, were introduced.

The achievement of this 30-year milestone is due in no small 

part to the enthusiasm and commitment of the members, both 

past and present, to the group and to its aims. So while the 

requirements for a Growing Friend, in time (most Fridays in the 

year) and physicality (lifting and moving pots & boxes of pots) 

still remain, it has been, and still is, a strong and cohesive group 

with many long-standing friendships.

Far left bottom: Lydia Bar tlett, Gillian Kirk and Dale McDonnell at the cutting of the Growing 
Friends’ 10th anniversary cake.

Top left: The queue of prospective customers for the first plant sale in Spring 1988. 
Compare this to the queue in the photo at top right. Even after thir ty years customers are 
still suppor ting the Spring and Autumn Sales because they know the plant stock is rare and 
reliable.

Bottom near left: The early potting bench area. Compare this to the image at bottom left on 
this page. Current potting bench area, now covered against rain and shaded from the sun. 

Bottom right this page:  Current nursery area full of stock.

Photos are from FRBGM archives or Michael Hare.

friends
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BOOK EVENTS ONLINE, FROM THE EVENTS PAGE ON OUR WEBSITE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org OR  

ON OUR ENCLOSED BOOKING FORM. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

  

Beyond the Garden 

Gate
Insiders’ Walk

Thursday 15 March at 10 am

Meet at Plant Craft Cottage

Bookings close 12 March

$20  MEMBERS ONLY

Refreshments will be served 

before the walk, which will 

begin at 10.20 am.

Beyond the Lych Gate, learn of the close relationship between 

the Kings Domain and the RBGV Melbourne Gardens. We 

will see such distinctive elements as a rockery and fern gully, 

a stone bridge, arbor seats and pond, a grotto and the Tilly 

Aston Bell. We will also see the Pioneer Women’s Garden 

designed to commemorate the State’s pioneer women as part 

of Melbourne’s Centenary celebrations in 1935. 

Please note – the walk starts at Plant Craft Cottage inside H 

Gate, Alexander Avenue..

Studley Park
Fit Friends’ Ramble

Wednesday 11 April at 10 am

Friends $25 Non-members $30

Bookings close 6 April

Meet at Yarra Bend Park 

Picnic Ground (Melway 

Map 2D, F8). Drive to Kew 

Junction, turn into Studley 

Park Road, turn left into 

Walmer Street, then follow 

the Yarra Boulevard until 

Boathouse Road. 

Our walk will commence by crossing Kanes Footbridge. We will 

then follow the northern bank of the Yarra. There are a couple of 

sections where the walking path climbs up from the river bank, but 

these are not very steep and most of the walk is on flat ground. 

We will follow the meandering of the Yarra and will enjoy seeing 

the river and the bushland around it from various angles.

After walking under the Johnston Street Bridge we will leave 

the path and head to the Abbotsford Convent. We will have 

coffee at the Convent Bakery at our own expense, and then be 

guided around the beautiful garden on the south side of the old 

convent buildings. After that we take the footpath to Johnston 

Street and return to the Studley Park Boathouse and so back to 

our car park.

New Zealand Study 

Tour
Illustrated talk by Kate 

Roud

Tuesday 24 April

at 6 for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall National Herbarium

Bookings close 20 April

Friends $20 Non-members $25

Students $10

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk.

Kate is the Curator of the New Zealand Collection in the 

RBGV Melbourne Gardens. In 2016, she received a Friends’ 

scholarship to undertake a study tour of New Zealand Botanic 

Gardens, assisting with seed collection for the NZ Indigenous 

Flora Seed Bank at Massey University. In 2017 Kate received the 

Meg Bentley Horticultural Professional Development Scholarship 

and attended the NZ Plant Conservation Network Conference in 

Hokitika, including a field trip to Franz Josef Glacier and Okarito 

Lagoon. Kate will share her experiences in this fascinating talk.

events
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BOOK EVENTS ONLINE, FROM THE EVENTS PAGE ON OUR WEBSITE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org OR  

ON OUR ENCLOSED BOOKING FORM. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

Celebrating 

Chrysanthemums
Talking Plants

Friday 27 April 

10 am for 10.20 start

Mueller Hall National Herbarium

Bookings close 23 April

Friends $20 Non-members $25 

Students $10

Morning tea will be served 

before the talk.

With Mother’s Day approaching and the tradition of giving 

chrysanthemums to mother on her day, it is appropriate to have 

an introduction to these spectacular flowers.

In Japan the chrysanthemum is a symbol of the imperial 

family and the Emperor, while in China it symbolizes longevity. A 

speaker from the Chrysanthemum Society of Victoria will show 

us the different varieties. They are divided into two basic groups: 

hardy and exhibition. Modern cultivated chrysanthemums 

include lovely daisy-like heads and large beautiful intricate 

showy blooms. 

We will learn about the cultivation and care of 

chrysanthemums and there may be flowers and plants for sale.

Oman and Europe
Illustrated talk by Dermot 

Malloy

Thursday 10 May 

at 6 for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall National Herbarium

Bookings close 4 May

Friends $20 Non-members $25 

Students $10

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk.

RBGV Melbourne Gardens Horticulturist, Dermot, will talk about 

his recent visits to Oman and to Europe.

The Oman Botanic Garden, 420 hectares situated north of 

Oman’s capital Muscat, will be a world class facility built to 

conserve, display and research the plants and ethnobotany of 

Oman. Dermot went to Oman to assist OBG in the propagation 

of difficult species for the Garden, and the nursery staff with 

training, including field trips into the mountains.

Dermot also visited gardens and production nurseries in 

England and Northern Europe, and saw the latest production 

methods and trends in European horticulture. Highlights of 

his trip included working at Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and 

visiting Hampton Court Palace Flower Show and Solitair Nursery 

in Belgium.

In autumn, many of our trees lose their leaves and we see the 

Melbourne Gardens in a different light. For this autumn walk we 

have chosen a diverse mix of trees in the southern section of 

the Garden; all are trees that would be suitable for a reasonably 

sized suburban garden; some are deciduous and display 

good autumn colour before they shed their leaves; others have 

striking spring flowers.

Trees are vitally important in the broad landscape, in parks 

and home gardens. Trees reduce temperature on a hot day, and 

our health and wellbeing depend on them.

 We hope this walk will encourage you to appreciate the 

different characteristics of many of our trees and help you to 

choose a beautiful one for your garden

Urban Colour
Autumn Insiders’ Walk

Wednesday 23 May at 10 am

Gate Lodge, 100 Birdwood Ave

Bookings close 21 May 

$20  MEMBERS ONLY 

Refreshments will be served 

before the walk, which will 

begin at 10.20 am.

events
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ALL CRAFT ACTIVITIES WILL BE HELD IN THE PLANT CRAFT COTTAGE. For further information, please see our 

website www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org, fill in the enclosed booking form or contact the Friends’ office on 9650 6398. 

Craft Demonstrations
Bookings not required

10.30 am – 2 pm

Cost: Free

Natural Dye 

7 March; 4 April; 2 May;  
6 June

Potpourri 

9 March;13 April; 11 May

Fibre 

13 March; 10 April; 8 May

Basketry

21 March; 18 April; 16 May

Plant Card

15 March; 19 April; 17 May

Visitors are welcome to watch 

and ask questions of the 

working groups. However, 

visitors are unable to take part 

in the demonstrations.

Friends are reminded that 

the Cottage has an extensive 

reference library on Plant Crafts.

Plant Craft Cottage is near H 

Gate on Alexandra Avenue, 

where there is metered 

parking. Melway 2G, ref B11.

Open 10 am – 3 pm Tuesday 

to Friday and 11 am – 4 pm 

on the third Sunday of every 

month except December and 

January.

Closed Public Holidays.

Sunday Open Days
18 March; 15 April; 20 May 

11 am – 4 pm     Cost: Free

This is a wonderful opportunity 

to explore the Plant Craft 

Cottage, the oldest building in 

any public garden in Victoria.

Some of the plant-related 

items created by our groups 

will be on display and for sale 

in this heritage-listed building.

School Holiday Programs

Fantastic Friends 
Wednesday 11 April

Runs continuously between

10.30 am and 2.30 pm

Cost $7 per child

NO BOOKINGS REQUIRED

Suitable for ages from 4, with

an accompanying adult.

Using a variety of plant material including gum nuts, cones and 

interesting seed pods, children are invited to spend half an hour 

or so creating a ‘Fantastic Friend’ to take home.

Potpourri Workshop
Saturday 24 March 2018

10.30 am – 12.30 pm 

Cost:  Friends $30     Non-members $45 

All materials provided.

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL  Maximum number of participants: 10 

Bookings close Monday 18 March.

Potpourri is an ancient craft that uses flowers and leaves for 

perfume in the home. Moist potpourri was made by salting 

petals in large crocks until they dried out and then curing them 

with herbs and spices. Its perfume was subtle and longlasting, 

but since the appearance was less attractive than that of dried 

potpourri, it was kept in a closed decorative container.   

With the addition of salt you will learn how to transform the 

flowers from your garden into a fragrant, longlasting potpourri!

Pictured is one of the ‘Fantastic Friends’ made at an earlier workshop.

Photo: PCC archives.

plant
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crafts

Calling All Knitters !!!
We invite you to join our friendly group of knitters, to knit/

crochet a poppy (pattern provided) and contribute to the 

Remembrance Day Poppy Appeal 2018.

Where:  Plant Craft Cottage 

Date:   Friday 6 and/or Friday 20 March 2018

Time: 10.30 am – 12.30 pm

Materials:  BYO Red 8-ply wool, 3.5 crochet hook/3.5 knitting 

needles

Cost:   Gold coin donation               Tea and coffee provided.

Red Hot Poker Basket  

Saturday 19 May   10.30 am – 2.30 pm

Cost: Friends $65    Non-members $80

All materials and morning tea provided. BYO lunch. 

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL. Maximum number of participants - 10 

Bookings close Monday 14 May.

Red Hot Poker leaves are one of the easiest to use and most 

versatile of all basketry materials. In this workshop, experienced 

basket-makers will guide you through all the steps to make 

a unique poker basket. Learn how to dry and prepare poker 

leaves and get our tips on simple techniques to make your 

basket. 

Photo by Libby Andriske, who also made the baskets.

One Pot Wonder 
Two-day Dye Workshop

Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 April 2018. 

9.30 am – 3 pm each day. 

Cost: Friends $175    Non-members $200

All materials and morning tea provided. BYO lunch.

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL Maximum number of participants - 10.

No late enrolments will be accepted.

Bookings close Thursday 12 April.

This workshop teaches an easy way to obtain a variety of 

colours from Eucalypt leaves on wool, alpaca and mohair 

yarns.                   Photo: Glenys Clissold
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As the days cool and the 

nights develop a chill, the 

warm and intense colours 

of summer are retained by 

leaves, fruit and berries. In this 

three-day workshop, Dianne 

will show her students how to 

capture some of the intensity 

of autumn colours using 

techniques of layering and 

glazing transparent paint. She 

will also demonstrate how to 

model form with colour and 

explore the importance of light 

in painting.

A materials list will be 

provided by the Friends’ office 

after booking.

Classes

Term 2, 2018 will start in the week 

beginning Saturday 14 April.

Classes of 8 weeks per term will 

be held on one of the following:

Evening: Tuesday 

Daytime: Monday, 

Wednesday, Thursday and 

Saturday

(two sessions each day 2.5hr) 

Sunday (one 2.5hr session) 

Friday (one 3hr session)

2.5hr classes:  

 Friends: $279

Non-members: $344

3hr classes:  

 Friends: $326

Non-members: $391

We strongly recommend that 

students without prior experience 

in botanical illustration complete 

a Beginners’ Workshop before 

entering term classes.

Workshops
All workshops will include morning 

and afternoon tea but not lunch.

Beginners’ Workshop 
with Helen Burrows

Monday 9, Tuesday 

10, Wednesday 11 and  

Thursday 12 April

10 am to 4 pm

Friends: $415    

Non-members: $478

This intensive four-day course 

provides an introduction to 

botanical art via pencil and 

watercolour. Students will begin 

to develop skills in outline 

drawing, foreshortening, tonal 

work and rendering of surfaces, 

basic colour work and paint 

application.

The cost of the course 

includes equipment to be used 

during the workshop – drawing 

materials, paint, watercolour 

paper and brushes.

Whirlybirds
Due to renovations in the 

Great Melbourne Telescope 

building (Whirling Room) we 

will be meeting in Domain 

House until further notice. We 

are a group of botanic artists 

who meet every Tuesday 

offering support and advice 

while working on our own 

botanic studies.

If you are interested in 

joining this group we have 

vacancies in the afternoon 

commencing at 1pm.

Please contact Sandra 

Sanger on 9598 9532 for 

further information.

All classes and workshops will be held in DOMAIN HOUSE until further notice. For bookings and information, 
please see our website: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org.au or contact the Friends’ office on 9650 6398.

Top:  Rose hip and Dragonfly painted by 
Dianne Emery.
Below left:  Macaw parrot painted by 
Nadine Dudek

The Colours of 
Autumn 
with Dianne Emery

Wednesday 4, Thursday 5 

and Friday 6 April

10 am to 4 pm  

Friends:  $315 

Non-members:  $380

Weekend Workshop 
– Keeping it Simple: 
Painting Birds in 
Watercolour
with Nadine Dudek

Saturday 7 and Sunday 8 

April 10 am to 4 pm

Friends:  $215   

Non-members:  $280

Nadine Dudek is an artist and 

teacher based in Melbourne 

who specialises in wildlife art 

and has a particular affinity for 

birds. Since leaving her career 

as a research scientist to paint 

full-time in 2015, she has held 

several solo exhibitions and 

won numerous awards. 

Nadine has a fluid style 

and finds that watercolour 

performs beautifully to capture 

the movement and freedom 

of the birds she paints. Her 

most rewarding paintings are 

those with the fewest strokes, 

and this minimalistic approach 

makes her work immediately 

recognisable. 

This weekend workshop 

aims at developing a loose 

style – finding the minimum 

number of brush strokes to 

produce a convincing painting 

with fluidity and speed. 

Students will undertake a 

number of small studies 

aimed at gaining confidence 

in using strong, continuous 

brush strokes. The importance 

of tonal contrast and focal 

points will then be explored 

through a number of wildlife 

paintings, with techniques 

that can be translated to other 

subjects.

A materials list will be 

provided by the Friends’ office 

after booking.

illustrators 
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An Exhibition Finishes
reFraming Nature 2017 has wrapped up for another year.  

An enormous thank you to all the artists for participating, 

all the volunteers for their help, the penguin makers and 

painters, the Illustrator Committee for their teamwork 

in organising everything, and the Friends’ office staff 

(particularly Karlene and Virginia) for all their efforts.  It 

takes a lot of work to make everything come together. 

The exhibition was attended by many more people than 

the previous reFraming Nature and we hope to build on 

this success with TABI in 2018.

Congratulations to the winners of the Scientific Art Awards 

(Dianne Emery and Simon Deere), the Punt Prize for Miniatures 

(Sue Boxshall), Estelle Longfield Encouragement Award (Keiko 

Yurisich) and the People’s Choice Award (Leanne Vasallo), and  

also to the Raffle winners (too numerous to mention here). A 

huge thank you to the sponsors of the awards and raffle prizes 

and to Marshall White for organising the billboards at no cost.

We are now working towards the next exhibition: The Art 

of Botanical Illustration 2018 which will be held from October 

13-28. We are hoping for a much wider audience. If anyone has 

any suggestions on ways to improve on our previous efforts, 

we would love to hear from you (frbgart@gmail.com).  All 

comments and ideas are welcome. We also have plenty of jobs 

for people to do, so if you are interested in being part of the 

exhibition and volunteering some time, please don’t hesitate to 

contact us.

Andrew Carr

Convenor Illustrators Group

Above:  Galah – Who’s a Pretty Boy, painted by Leanne Vasallo, and winner of the 
People’s Choice Award..

The ar tists made and decorated 50 Penguins to use as talking points and adver tising 
for the Exhibition. Some penguins took a trip into Melbourne and visited the State 
Library and the Treasury buildings. Many visitors to the Gardens were seen having 
their photos taken with a penguin. Watch this space for the adver tising idea for the 
next reFraming Nature exhibition.

Below: Estelle Longfield Encouragement Award went to Keiko Yurisich.  
Penguins also visited the Children’s Hospital, much to the delight of the children 
playing nearby.    Photo: Andrew Carr

 illustrators
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by the fern spores. The paper utilised is Awagami - Bunkoshi 

70gsm and the ink, Charbonnel Etching Ink - Raw Sepia. 

Ann is keen to continue her project, and will probably do so, as 

soon as firm level-three identifications can be added to the living 

collections. Misha Davine, RBGV Horticulurist and Curator of the 

Fern Gully in the Melbourne Gardens, has been assisting with this 

component of the project.

Ann enjoys the simplicity of printing images directly from 

plants. She has a very compact printing kit of ink, roller, baking 

paper and baby wipes and she started a collection of plant 

prints in small Japanese books which became more or less 

travel diaries and raised no objections with quarantine when 

returning to Australia. 

Ferns in the Fern Gully 
Illustrator Friend Ann Cunningham has created a florilegium 

of many of the ferns currently growing in the RBGV’s newly-

renovated Fern Gully. Her technique has been to record 

the ferns as nature-print subjects and a set of these prints 

has been lodged in the State Botanical Collection in the 

Herbarium. They are stored as loose sheets in a box and 

there is the possibility of adding to the 40 ferns already 

printed. Librarian Sally Stewart says the collection forms 

an historic record of the ferns currently available in the 

Gardens, and  the collection would be a twenty-first century 

mirror to the Frederick Pitcher fern nature prints, which 

is said to be a collection of prints of all the ferns that were 

growing in the Botanic Gardens during his tenure (1920s).

There are two collections of nature prints in the Herbarium 

Library: Ellen Sinclair’s Ferns of Australia (1867) and Lithograms 

of 60 species of Victorian Ferns by Frederick Pitcher (1856-

1935). Ann has enjoyed learning about the nature printing 

resources and also the history of nature printing, from the sage 

leaf printed by Leonardo da Vinci in 1508 to the complicated 

lead plates used by Henry Bradbury in the printing of Nature 

Prints of British Ferns published in 1855. The State Library of 

Victoria has a copy of the massive format The Ferns of Great 

Britain and Ireland also printed by Bradbury.

Ann says leaves and ferns are better suited to nature printing 

than flowers because they are flat and the shapes and patterns of 

leaves are accentuated by the process. The prints invite a closer 

look and there is a joy in observing, recording and looking again. 

The different patterns of ferns front and back are striking and to 

capture that difference the ferns have been inked on both sides 

and printed between the fold of a single sheet of Japanese paper 

capturing the patterns front and back beside each other. The 

back print gives an interesting indication of the patterns made 

At left: Woodwardii unigemmata showing mature and immature leaves.

Above:  Asplenium x lucrosum

Below: Blechnum fluviatile also showing leaves of different ages.

illustrators
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Gait
My wife would never wittingly kill an insect; even 

mosquitoes and silverfish were transported outside in 

a glass. Imagine the surprise when one quarry on the 

floor ran backwards in a very straight line, an insect 

motion probably unique to this group. No bigger than 

a silverfish but under some magnification it was seen 

to have: beaded antennae, 

asymmetrical cerci at the 

end of the abdomen and 

enlarged tibia, that is, the 

first segments of the front 

legs. It is those enlarged 

tarsi which are packed with 

silk glands that tell us we 

are looking at a Webspinner 

(Order Embioptera) and the 

asymmetrical cerci indicate 

a male. The Webspinner 

lives its life in a silken tube 

which it makes by rotating 

its body while exuding silk 

from its tarsal glands. It 

keeps the diameter of the 

tube constant by using hairs 

on its body as feeler gauges. 

The efficient reverse locomotion is an adaptation to living 

in a tube where it eats, mates and broods, safe from 

predators and inclement weather.

We all know how to walk with two legs. In the harness racing 

industry horses have one of two gaits. In the pace, the two legs 

on the same side of the horse 

move forward together, unlike 

the trot, where the two legs 

diagonally opposite from each 

other move forward together. In 

both the pace and the trot, two 

feet are always off the ground. 

But how does a beetle with six 

legs walk? You can see in the 

drawing that the first and last leg 

on one side and the middle leg 

on the other make a tripod which 

walks in unison. While one tripod 

stays on the ground the other 

moves, then vice versa.

By definition, all hexapods 

have six legs but in the photo 

of a looper caterpillar that rule 

seems to be broken. Leg-like 

processes at the rear end are called prolegs and the final pair 

are the claspers; they provide support while the six legs proper 

at the front find purchase when the body is outstretched. The rear 

of the body is then drawn up in a loop until the prolegs almost 

meet the real legs. That’s why they have the scientific name of 

Geometridae, thus ‘inchworms which measure the marigolds’. It is 

unlikely that the legs need to walk in the tripod manner of a beetle.

We have resolved the gait of two, four and six legs, but what 

about millipedes? In spite of its name meaning a thousand legs, 

no species of millipede has that many. Due to the fusing of body 

segments a millipede has two pairs of legs on each segment. 

The most common millipede you will see is the introduced pest, 

Portuguese millipede (Ommatoiulus moreleti). It has 50 body 

segments, hence 200 legs. If you watch one walk you will see 

waves of motion move backwards down the row of legs as 

groups of legs move forward. Is it the same on right and left 

sides? There’s a project for the video function on your camera. 

If you are able to watch the video at: https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=ElkdidU4N9o you might be able to discern that units of 

three segments (six legs on each side) walk sequentially followed 

by the six behind, which are off the ground whilst the first set are 

walking. And so on down the chain. However,

A millipede was happy – quite!  Until a toad in fun

Said, “Pray, which leg moves after which?”

This raised her doubts to such a pitch,

She fell exhausted in the ditch   Not knowing how to run.

[usually attributed to Katherine Craster (1841–1874) but modified].

Your mission, now, during visits to the Royal Botanic Gardens, or 

at home, is to watch insects more closely and see how they walk.

Ian Endersby

Images supplied by Ian Endersby under Creative Commons via Wikipedia.

botanic hexapods
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Lakes and Islands
Is there a Lady of the Lake, 

a Vivienne, or a water 

nymph, as in Arthurian 

legend and maybe 

the sword Excalibur 

submerged somewhere 

in the water below the 

weed cover? Please let me 

know if you have seen this 

legendary figure! We will 

send out photographers 

to capture her.

The almost central 

feature of the Gardens is 

the lake system with its 

attendant islands adding a 

cooling effect on the hottest 

of summer days. These 

stretches of water in some 

ways define the adjacent 

gardens, paths and lawns. In so many ways the lakes can be 

seen in a vista from many points of view as well as providing 

beautiful reflections. As such they provide superb subject matter 

for members of the Photo group. A photo walk specifically of the 

Lakes will be added to the 2018 calendar of activities.

The lake system includes Central Lake, Fern Gully, 

Nymphaea Lily Lake, Ornamental Lake and the surrounding 

catchments. Ornamental Lake and Fern Gully are the remnants 

of a natural water system that pre-dated European settlement 

of Melbourne. This system includes great subject matter for 

photographic essays, with plant life and birds being a couple 

of instances. However, there are further areas of interest in 

the bridges, rest houses, promontories and islands along with 

fountains and reflections, not to mention the punts.

photo
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Facing page, top:  Photographer Kath Dupleix.

All other photos supplied by John Harrison . 

These images give an idea of the many facets of the lake system in the RBGV 
Melbourne Gardens. No wonder John was expecting water nymphs or Ar thurian 
characters to appear.

The Photo group concluded its 2017 activities with a photo 

walk concentrating on macro photography (close-up detailed 

photography) which followed on from a thorough presentation 

to our group by Dr Richard Kirsner on all aspects of this 

genre. It was interesting to see the results of this foray in late 

December. Other results from our group’s photo walks already 

appear on our Flickr site www.flickr.com/groups/photo_group_

frbgm/ They include photos of Camellias, spring and trees.

The planned activities for 2018 will include:

• Three VIP presenters with their best photographs

• Proposed pairing of historic photographs of the Gardens 

with present day images

• Photo walks: Macro roses, backlit photos with infill flash, 

pathways, trails and tracks, Eucalyptus, patterns and more.

Group meetings will take place on the third Wednesday of 

the month at 11am. They will alternate between a meeting in 

Mueller Hall and a photo walk through the Gardens, which will 

start from the Rose Pavilion near Gardens House within the 

Gardens proper. There was no meeting in January and the 2018 

meetings can be viewed at https://www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.

org/FRBGM_Content/Photography/Photography_Group.aspx 

John Harrison, Convener

group
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by Philip Bowyer-Smyth,  

Project Manager, RBGV.

As a recipient of a Friends’ 

Scholarship for 2017 I was able to 

undertake studies in a Diploma of 

Project Management at Holmesglen 

Institute. This consisted of 

attending classes two evenings a 

week and countless hours of study 

at home. The Diploma consisted of 

eight core modules: (Manage project 

information and communication, 

Project quality, Project scope, Human resources, Project 

time, Cost risk and Project integration) and four elective 

modules (Facilitate continuous improvement, Manage 

personal work priorities and professional development, 

Lead and manage team effectiveness, Manage an 

information or knowledge management system).

Following completion of the course I was fortunate to have an 

opportunity to move into the position of Project Manager here 

at the Melbourne Gardens. It has been a fantastic way to upskill 

and transition into something new, while the Gardens benefit 

from years of experience gained in learning the intricacies of 

operating in such a sensitive environment. The best part of all 

is that I have now been able to facilitate the restoration of the 

Fern Gully Rest House, and this  project that has been made 

possible by a group of passionate supporters including the 

Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne.

At the time of writing this article the restoration of the Fern 

Gully Rest House was nearing completion. The works have 

included removal of the old concrete floor and installation 

of new foundations and concrete slab, levelling of the Rest 

House, replacement of rotten timber components throughout 

the building, a new roof and a fresh coat of paint. We have 

also unearthed some interesting items during the works. On 

one of the wall panels previous builders who had worked on 

the Rest House left their mark by way of signatures and dates, 

and under the 12-sided roof that we are all familiar with, was 

an earlier 6-sided roof still with some sections of shingles on it. 

These shingles have been left in place and a new 6-sided roof 

built over the top to better reflect the shelter’s history. You may 

also note the new shingles. These were split by hand from Alpine 

Ash (Eucalyptus delegatensis) logs and then shaped to match the 

details of the earlier shingle profile.

Once the builders have moved out the landscapers will be 

in to complete the associated paving works that will cater for 

people with any level of mobility, followed by our dedicated 

horticultural staff to plant the area. All this highlights the many 

benefits that the Friends provide to both the development of 

the staff of the Royal Botanic Gardens Vivtoria and the ongoing 

support of our landscape. For these opportunities I am thankful.

scholarship
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Australian Association Of Friends Of 

Botanic Gardens Inc
Biennial Conference  20-22 April 2018

You can be assured of a warm welcome if you attend the 

biennial conference of the Australian Association of Friends 

of Botanic Gardens (AAFBG) which this year is being hosted 

by the Friends of the Benalla Botanic Garden and Riverine 

Parkland.

Themed Cultivating Friends, the conference programme 

includes a range of interesting speakers, a tour of the 

Heritage listed Benalla Gardens with its beautiful collection 

of historic trees, private garden visits and Breakfast with 

the Birds at the Winton Wetlands. For further information 

and registration details visit the AAFBG’s website www.

friendsbotanicgardens.org. Transport from Melbourne to 

Benalla and return will be available.

Founded in 1992 by the Friends of the Melbourne, Ballarat 

and Geelong Botanic Gardens, the AAFBG now has 64 

member Friends’ groups of botanic gardens and arborera 

located in cities, towns and rural areas around Australia and 

four overseas affiliate members. By attending the Conference 

you will have the opportunity to meet many members of 

these different groups, while enjoying a programme packed 

with interesting ideas. Don’t miss it!

On facing page:  Fern Gully Rest House nearing completion of its refurbishment. It is easy to 
see the work awaiting the landscapers!

This page, top:  The timber panel featuring the details of previous builders. Par t of the detail 
reads ‘Kennett, 1891; Repaired 1929; Repaired 1953 by W Pember ton and A E Hickson.’ 
There are other details, sadly very hard to read.

Bottom left:  Section of the old roof with old shingles. The historical items have been 
reincorporated into the refurbished building, but are not on display.

Photos supplied by the author.

report
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Bringing Gardens to the People of the Gaza Strip
by Andrew Laidlaw and Peter Symes.

Global Gardens of Peace started life as a thought-

provoking idea from Moira Kelly AO, International 

Humanitarian, during a medical rescue mission to 

Gaza in February 2004. At this time Moira visited a 

Commonwealth War Memorial, a beautiful green 

environment, with well-kept flower beds, extensive lawns 

and palm trees. While on the visit, she learnt that this 

area was maintained by financing from Australian, New 

Zealand and British governments. Coming away from 

the Memorial, Moira was struck by the fact that there 

did not seem to be any other Gardens or recreational 

areas available, especially for children. She felt that if the 

people could build and maintain a garden for the dead, 

surely a garden for the living could be built. In July 2007, 

to her amazement, Moira was gifted land for the creation 

of a children’s garden in Gaza. She had support at this 

time from both Philip Sacca and Louise Ward who had 

been helping Moira in her humanitarian work.

In her endeavours to move this idea forward, Moira contacted 

Andrew Laidlaw and Peter Symes at the RBGV who had both 

been heavily involved in the development of The Ian Potter 

Foundation Children’s Garden. At this point, the organisation 

‘Global Gardens of Peace’ (GGoP) was formed. GGoP is an 

apolitical, non-religious, Australian-based organisation which 

aims to plan, design and deliver gardens to support vulnerable 

communities around the world. Its philosophy is ‘gardens 

are forever’ and that living landscapes provide people with 

inspiration, healing, growth and resilience, and play a pivotal 

role in rebuilding and uniting communities. The Garden of 

Hope project in Gaza is hoped to be the first of many beautiful 

gardens to be built around the world that will bring a place of 

tranquillity and joy to marginalised people. 

With other GGoP delegates, Peter and Andrew travelled to 

Gaza in 2013 and again in 2015. These trips included carrying 

out a full site analysis and meetings with a range of professional 

organisations who are supportive of the concept design and intent 

for using plant-based spaces for human welfare. The trips also 

included visits to the Jerusalem Botanical Gardens, Mt Scopus 

Botanical Gardens and Tel Aviv University Botanical Gardens in 

Israel. In Gaza, we met with the Union of Agriculture and Union of 

Health Working Committees, the local municipality of Khan Younis 

and a number of local universities. GGoP has been allocated 

32,000 square metres of land located on arid soil in Khan Younis 

(~300,000 people), the second largest city in the Gaza Strip. The 

site is close to Khan Younis refugee camp (current population of 

81,376 refugees) with a high youth demographic.

The site is located about 1.7 kilometres from the 

Mediterranean coast. Water supply is a significant issue with over 

90 per cent of the main groundwater supply (coastal aquifer) 

considered unfit for human consumption due to contamination or 

high salinity. As part of the concept design, provision has been 

made for desalination or waste-water treatment and reuse for 

irrigation, driven by a sustainable energy supply (photo-voltaics). 

The Garden of Hope project is ambitious, but much needed in 

this region and has a wonderful capacity to provide benefits far 

beyond its perimeter fence. Preliminary costs for the project are 

estimated around $US 5.9 million. 

At the heart of the project is the simple goal of providing a safe 

and fun area where children and families can immerse themselves 

in a beautiful garden. Many studies show that immersion within 

green space provides psychological, physical, emotional, spiritual 

and cultural benefits. The concept design of the Gaza project 

was supported by the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria and is 

a joint collaboration with the Municipality of Khan Younis, the 

Union of Health Working Committees (Gaza Strip) and the Union 

of Agriculture Working Committees (Gaza Strip). GGoP is also 

working in close cooperation with the United Nations Development 

The well-kept lawns and gardens of the  Commonwealth Memorial Cemetry in Gaza  
where children are taken for picnics and recreation. The reality of everyday play in Khan Younis – children play amongst the rubble.

global gardens
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Program (UNDP)/Program of Assistance to Palestinian People.

A design team, comprising Andrew Laidlaw, Betsy-Sue 

Clarke, David Wong, and Peter Symes developed a design 

concept that was based around the values and stories of 

Palestinian families. Three separate conference groups were 

set up both in the Gaza strip and in Melbourne. Each group 

comprised men, women and children who all spoke of their 

dreams and wishes for the garden. The design draws on 

the cultural history and sense of place that many Palestinian 

people living in Gaza have been cut off from for many years.

The design incorporates a meeting/market place, a central oasis 

with water features, an education/cultural centre, and a forested 

walking path. Shelters will be provided with cooking and seating 

facilities; a range of play equipment including a giant slide, a 

ropes course and flying fox will all be located around a village 

setting while a large display/vegetable garden including fruit 

trees will feature on the north-eastern boundary.

The project is multi-layered with wider goals of creating 

employment and local business opportunities, enhancing skills 

within the community, generating income streams and greater 

financial sustainability. The Garden of Hope also has a profound 

capacity to support the remit of other organisations that can 

make use of these integrated spaces for complementary 

activities and programs. 

The way forward

This project has been four years in planning, and progress has 

been challenged by the complex political issues associated with 

building in the Gaza Strip. However, significant milestones have 

been accomplished: the successful allocation and agreements 

for the project land; the launch of the concept design in Khan 

Younis; the pledge of seed funding of $US 500,000 by a 

Palestinian organisation and closer cooperation from the United 

Nations Development Program (UNDP). 

Next steps entail implementing a donor-coordination strategy, 

building membership, revisiting prospective partners and 

supporters, and seeking multi-lateral engagement. It is our hope 

that this garden is realised and that children and families in the 

Gaza Strip are able to experience the delights and connections 

to nature that we all take for granted in Melbourne. This is an 

Australian-led pioneering concept using landscapes for meeting 

humanitarian needs. Our shared vision at GGoP is that we can 

continue to bring plants and beautiful gardens to people in need.

GGoP has been well supported by the Australian Landscape 

Conference and we will be attending the upcoming conference if 

people wish to hear more about the project or become a member.

For more information, go to http://www.globalgardensofpeace.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/globalgardensofpeace/

Twitter: GlobalGardensofPeace @GlobalGardPeace

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/globalgardensofpeace/

The plan drawing of the Garden of Hope which the group hopes to erect in Khan Younis. 
Photos supplied by Global Gardens of Peace.

Moira Kelly, Bernie McInerney and students of Boroondara Park Primary School at the Green 
Day of Peace run by the GGoP organisation.         

Andrew with children happy about the plans for the new Garden of Hope in Khan Younis.

of peace
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The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne Inc.

was formed to stimulate further interest in the Gardens 

and the National Herbarium and to support and assist 

them whenever possible.

Patron 
The Honourable  
Linda Dessau AC 
Governor of Victoria

President
Mary Ward

Vice-Presidents
Lynsey Poore 
Catherine Trinca

Secretary
Adnan Mansour

Treasurer
Mark Anderson

Council
Prof. Tim Entwisle
Dr Richard Kirsner
Meg Miller 

Nicola Rollerson
Jan Rosenberg
Richard Smith
Mali Wilson

CONVENERS

Botanical Illustrators
Andrew Carr (Exhibitions) 

Events
Catherine Trinca
Mali Wilson

Gardening PCC 
Angela Mitchell

Growing Friends
Michael Hare

Helping Hands
Rosemary Cotter

Information Technology 
Dr Richard Kirsner

Membership/Marketing
Nicola Rollerson  
Leigh Cato

Photo Group 
John Harrison

Plant Craft Cottage

Phyl Knaggs 
Heather Schroeder

Volunteers
Jennifer Ure

Friends’ Trust Fund
Peter Griffin AM
William Jones
Peter Kelly
Janet Thomson OAM

March

2 Friday Plant Sale p8

6 PCC knitting poppies p13

8 Illustrated Talk – The Shrine Reserve 

15 Insiders’ Walk – Beyond the Garden Gate p10

18 PCC Sunday Open Day – 11 am to 4 pm p12

20 PCC knitting poppies p13

24 PCC Potpourri Workshop  p13

April

4 Colours of Autumn – Dianne Emery  p14 

7  Painting Birds – Nadine Dudek  p14 

9 Beginners’ Workshop – Helen Burrows p14

11 Fit Friends’ Ramble – Kew p10

11 PCC School Holiday Program p12

15 PCC Sunday Open Day 11 am to 4 pm p12

21 PCC One Pot Wonder Workshop p13

27 Talking Plants – Chrysanthemums p10

28 Autumn Plant Sale 10 am to 4 pm p8

29 Autumn Plant Sale 10 am to 3 pm p8

May

4 Friday Plant Sale p8

10 Illustrated Talk – Oman and Europe p11

19 PCC Red Hot Poker Basket Workshop p13

20 PCC Sunday Open Day 11 am to 4 pm p12

23 Insiders’ Walk – Autumn Colour p11 

June

1 Friday Plant Sale p8

The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne Inc. 

complies with the Australian Privacy Principles for the collection 

and use of personal information.

Note: The Friends’ Inclement Weather Policy states that outdoor 

events may be cancelled and the Nursery will not be open for 

sales if the temperature is predicted to be 33ºC or above.
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