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Summer 2018 - 19

Season's Greetings to all  
our Members

Guided visit to the Growing 
Friends' Nursery  

Christmas Gifts Galore

$5.00 incl GST
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Front cover: Punting on the Ornamental 
Lake.

Photo: Tim Barker.
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Another year is nearly gone 

and what a year it has been! 

Our various groups and 

committees have arranged 

some wonderful talks, 

walks and outings, and 

there have been workshops 

and art, plant sales and 

exhibitions. I hope you have 

been able to attend some 

of what has been offered 

over the year and we thank 

all the members who have 

been involved in planning 

and volunteering for us. 

We cannot do these things without you, or without the 

wonderful support from everyone in the office at Gate 

Lodge. Thank you Jill, Karlene, Georgina and Victoria and 

our formidable team of volunteers who come in every 

week: Sharon, Debbi, Irene, Maree, Marg, Yvonne, Chris, 

Liz, Ellie and Andrea.

There is a bit of a hiatus always over the Christmas/New Year 

period, so I hope you all enjoy a well-deserved break and come 

back refreshed and ready for another big year in 2019. Thank 

you all for your commitment to the Friends and, through us, 

your support for the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria. Remember 

though, even if you head off to the beach, the mountains or 

overseas in the next couple of months, be sure to stay in touch 

with us via Facebook and Instagram. 

So, what can we look forward to in 2019? Much of what we 

do at the moment will continue, but there will be some subtle 

changes along the way as well. In the Membership Survey 

we conducted late last year, many of you expressed a desire 

for some activities that were free for members of the Friends 

to attend. We agree, and so we are adding a free, Member-

only Insider Walk to our program each quarter. I do hope you 

are able to take advantage of some of these wonderful walks 

(thank you, Mali!) and can come along to learn more about our 

beautiful gardens. Remember to book early though, as numbers 

are usually limited and they do tend to book out quickly. Ian 

Polmear’s walk during winter, looking at the Gardens’ historical 

buildings, was so popular we had to do a second one, but 

we are not always able to do that. We are grateful to Ian for 

agreeing to do his tour twice.

I am sure many of you have taken advantage of the Growing 

Friends’ spring and autumn plant sales over the years and some 

of you have also made good use of the opportunity to purchase 

plants direct from the Growing Friends' nursery, on the first Friday 

of the month. The popularity of these monthly sales means 

that we are now offering plant sales every Friday – but not over 

January; even the Growing Friends need a holiday! These sales 

are open to both members and non-members but, of course, 

only our members receive the 10% discount on their purchases! 

Congratulations to all the Growing Friends' team for continuing to 

provide such a wonderful range of plants for everyone to purchase 

and enjoy. Our own gardens are much the richer as a result.

October was a busy time with the Spring Plant Sale and 

the wonderful TABI exhibition that highlighted the extraordinary 

skills of the botanical illustrators. These events rely on you, 

our members, to both attend and to volunteer your time and 

assistance. Thank you for the help you provide at times like 

these. Special thanks are due to our Volunteer Convenor, 

Jennifer Ure, for all the organising she does behind the scenes, 

and to Debbi Douglass, for all her work organising catering 

for TABI, and for our other events throughout the year. We are 

always looking for people to add to our list of volunteers so 

please let us know if you are interested. It may be for just one or 

two occasions during the year or it may be for something more 

regular. Whether you have a particular expertise you can offer, 

or are just willing to help out whenever an opportunity arises, we 

would love to hear from you.

The amazingly skilful work on display at TABI was a reminder 

of how many hours the artists spend ensuring their works meet 

the highest of standards. Congratulations to all who exhibited. 

If you were not able to see the exhibition, remember the work of 

the Botanical Illustrators is used in our annual calendar and on 

our selection of cards. A special opportunity to enjoy the work 

of the Whirlybird Group of artists comes with the publishing of 

Alphabotanical. This small book showcases Australian plants 

by featuring a different plant for each letter of the alphabet. It 

will make a perfect present for someone, or to enjoy yourself, 

so when thinking gifts in the next few weeks, be sure to visit our 

from
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shop online or visit us at Gate Lodge. The Plant Craft Cottage 

is another valuable source of garden-inspired gifts for those 

people who love plants, and don’t forget the idea of a Gift 

Membership for that someone special!

The Melbourne Friends would like to pay tribute to David 

Wilkinson, one of our founding 

members, who died in early 

October. Not only was David 

involved in the Friends' shop 

down by the Ornamental Lake 

and in working to bring the 

Gardens and the public closer 

together, but he also served 

as both Vice-President and 

President. Importantly, we have 

David to thank for the logo that 

identified us as the Friends of 

the RBG Melbourne for over 30 

years: the tree, the swan and the 

reflection on the water, symbols 

of the Melbourne Gardens and the role of the Friends. We extend 

our deepest condolences to his family and friends.

Thank you to everyone who has supported the Friends 

during the year. My particular thanks and gratitude go to the 

members of the Friends' Executive, Adnan, Mark, Cathy and 

Lynsey, and the Friends' Council, for the support you have all 

given me during 2018. 

Seasons' Greetings and Happy New Year to you all.

Mary Ward

Christmas Suggestions That Last All Year
If you’re looking for a very special Christmas gift – you’ve just 

found it. Membership of the Friends includes a whole year of 

relaxation, exploration and discovery, wrapped up in the perfect 

package. Even better, you don’t have to brave the Christmas 

shopping crowds.

Your gift will provide the recipient with the opportunities 

available to all Friends: notification of a variety of interesting 

events; discounts at a variety of nurseries and supporting 

businesses; access to the Growing Friends’ Nursery most 

Fridays to buy both rare and interesting plants (10% discount); 

and the chance to be involved with one of Melbourne’s most 

beloved institutions – the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria. 

All you need do is complete the Gift Membership details on the 

Friends’ website or call the Friends’ office. Also available on the 

website is a range of goods including the Friends’ Christmas and 

occasional cards, calendar and the book Alphabotanical (see page 

17) all featuring the work of our botanical artist Friends. These can be 

bought in person at the Friends’ office or the Plant Craft Cottage. 

© 2019  FRBG Melbourne

BOTANICAL 
ILLUSTRATORS’ 

CALENDAR 

2019

Some examples of gifts available from the Friends.

Bottom left and right – Baskets, cards, hand-dyed and spun wool, pot pourri.

Top left – the 2019 Calendar, and top right – Alphabotanical.

Photos:  Victoria English

 the  president
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Removal of a Storm 

Damaged Icon
Will Jones, Manager 

Arboriculture, RBGV 

Melbourne Gardens. 

A large Monterey 

Cypress (Hesperocyparis 

macrocarpa) planted by 

the Gardens' first Director, 

Ferdinand Mueller, has 

stood at the Hopetoun Lawn 

steps for the best part of the 

last 160 years. Enormous 

at the base and with a trunk circumference of 10m, and 

extending up to 30m in height with 15 separate upright 

trunks, it was considered one of the top 20 outstanding 

trees in the Gardens.

After living through 160 years of Melbourne’s very  

changeable weather, the tree finally succumbed to gale force 

winds in late July 2018. An extensive steel cabling system 

installed at height in the tree failed in multiple places, causing 

two large structural limbs to peel out of their unions. As well as 

this, an existing crack in the base of the tree (which was known 

to harbour microbats) doubled in size and showed evidence of 

a shearing movement (the force acting parallel to the plane of 

the crack). After a thorough investigation by RBGV and external 

arborists, the tree was deemed an extreme ongoing risk, and a 

decision made to remove it.

Specialist contractors were engaged to complete the 

removal, which proved to be extremely complex. Each section 

of the foliage of the canopy had to be climbed, and reduced 

to the highest cabling point (many upright leaders had multiple 

4  Botan ic  News  / 

cabling points along their length). Complex rigging and lowering 

techniques were needed to minimise the risk of the tree 

fracturing any further during the removal operations. Lowering 

each piece took the climbers and ground crew six full days and 

was a painstaking process. Taking the time to plan the removal 

of each section ensured both the safety of the climbers, and the 

health of the ever-important understorey plantings.

Once the upright stems had been reduced to a reachable 

height, two different cranes were used to remove the remaining 

trunk sections. The width of the paths limited the reach and lifting 

capacity of the crane, requiring it to have two different set up 

points (upper path and lower path) to complete the operation. 

Each section of the trunk to be lifted out was measured and its 

weight approximated using species-specific forestry tables prior 

to making the cut. The weight of each section was then confirmed 

with the measurement instruments on the crane, calibrating the 

Cabled limb failures.

Crack with evidence of shearing. Looking up into the canopy.

from
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tables to the specific tree. The 

lifting and lowering of the trunk 

sections took two full days to 

complete.

After the removal was 

complete and only the stump 

remained, the wood from the 

trunk sections was salvaged 

by the Melbourne Guild of 

Fine Woodworking. Some of 

the salvaged timber will be 

used for projects within the 

school and a proportion will 

be milled, dried and stored, 

with a view to it returning to the 

RBGV in some sculptured or 

built form in the future.

Propagation material 

was collected from the tree, 

both cuttings from foliage 

from the upper canopy, and 

seed extracted from cones. 

A possible twin tree remains 

on Hopetoun Lawn, although 

this specimen has also had 

a chequered history. The 

species is not ideally suited 

to replanting in the Gardens 

considering Melbourne’s 

projected climate, so it is 

likely that some, if not all, of 

the seedlings in the Nursery 

will find their way into other 

botanic gardens around 

Australia, perhaps growing into 

specimens comparable to the 

ones in the Gardens.

Top:  Climbers at height disassembling 
sections.

Right:  Lifting out sections of the tree 
with a crane.

Far Right: The remaining stump.

Photos for this ar ticle supplied by Will 
Jones.

the gardens
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by Michael Hare, Convener

NURSERY OPEN DAYS

The nursery will be open each 

Friday from 8 am until 12 noon 

commencing 16 November. It will 

close for the Christmas season 

on 14 December and reopen on 

11 January 2019.

SPRING SALE 

The weather during the Thirtieth 

Anniversary Sale was typical 

of the contrasts in Melbourne 

Spring weather; Saturday was 

very wet and cold, coats and 

umbrellas (note the photo), while Sunday was warm and sunny, 

short sleeves and sunscreen. The weather however made no 

difference to the plant lovers who, after an initial rush on both 

days, came in a steady stream throughout the weekend so that 

overall the sale was a great success raising $32,500 from plant 

sales and inducing 29 people to join the Friends. 

The introduction of reusable bags was appreciated 

with customers accepting the small cost (a gold coin) and 

commenting on their attractive design.

FUTURE DIRECTION

Continuing the theme of the articles in recent issues of Botanic 

News, the thirtieth anniversary provided an opportunity to 

consider the future of the Growing Friends group. The aim of 

the review was to find ways to achieve greater utilisation of 

the Growing Friends' facilities and knowledge, which would be 

beneficial to the Growing Friends, the Melbourne Friends, and 

customers, and thereby increase the Growing Friends' income.

The obvious way to achieve better income is to sell more 

plants. Therefore, the nursery will be open for Plant Sales to the 

Friends and the public every Friday, except for the three weeks 

prior to, and after, the Spring and Autumn Sales. This change 

will commence on 16 November when the nursery will be 

open from 8 am until 12 noon each Friday. To provide a wider 

distribution of the plants, increased displays and selling points 

will be set up at both Plant Craft Cottage and Gate Lodge. A 

small display, without selling, will also be established on the 

Garden Ambassadors' Pod.

The Growing Friends have developed skills in the 

propagation and growing of many plants and they will share 

their expertise in propagation workshops which are being 

planned for the near future.

Despite the spring rain, shoppers came to make their plant selections.                Photo: Adnan Mansour.

growing friends
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Fire Gardens
As a part of the Melbourne International Arts Festival 2018, 

our RBGV, Melbourne Gardens were transformed into an 

atmospheric and beautiful 'fairy-tale' of fire and ethereal music.  

The Fire Garden, which ran for four consecutive nights from 

Wednesday 10 until Saturday 13 October, was created by the 

French arts group Compagnie Caraboss. 

Accompanied by delightful moving skeletal sculptures, we 

were guided through the Gardens, amid shadows cast by 

the magnificent trees, along paths illuminated with terracotta 

flowerpots and through a tunnel of flaming fire pots to view 

magnificent fire installations placed in the Ornamental Lake.  

The reflections of the enormous fiery balls and tulip-shaped 

structures in the water, the haunting music in the background, 

and Government House as the backdrop, added to the beauty. 

The illuminated walk took us further into the Gardens through 

the Fern Gully, which was softly illuminated by lanterns, to a 

spectacular flaming ‘charcoal river’ snaking across the lawns. 

It was a most memorable, immersive, sensory experience 

designed to entertain both adults and children alike.

For the past 20 years Compagnie Caraboss, one of France’s 

most significant street art groups and fire alchemists, has 

been creating fire installations and transforming public spaces 

into flickering artwork all over the world. They have illuminated 

Stonehenge for the London 2012 Olympics, a bridge in Vietnam 

for the festival of Hue, the Kremlin, the pools in Bordeaux and a 

former prison in Morocco.

Sue Foran

Photos provided by the author.

fire gardensarts festival event
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BOOK EVENTS ONLINE, UNDER 'WHAT'S ON' ON OUR WEBSITE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org OR  

ON OUR ENCLOSED BOOKING FORM. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

Guided Visit to the 

Growing Friends’ 

Nursery 
Friday 7 December  

at 10 am

Gate Lodge, 100 Birdwood Ave.

FREE: MEMBERS ONLY 

Bookings Essential 

Meet at Gate Lodge for 

refreshments at 10 am.

Our summer nursery visit will be an opportunity to add highlights 

to your Christmas garden, and to find perfect Christmas gifts. 

The nursery currently holds a wide selection of suitable plants 

for home gardens. 

This visit is especially suitable for new members and for 

others who are not familiar with the whereabouts and workings 

of our Growing Friends’ Nursery. We will meet for a brief morning 

tea and then be guided down to the nursery for an introductory 

talk and to make purchases. Please bring bags suitable for 

carrying them, and if you are travelling by public transport (or by 

car) or plan to buy a number of plants, think about bringing your 

shopping trolley to help carry your treasures.

Cross Stitch 

Bookmark   
A Christmas gift made by 

you

Saturday 8 December 

10 am to 3 pm

Plant Craft Cottage

enter via H Gate 

Friends $85    Non-Members $95 

Maximum of 10 students per 

workshop.  

Have a relaxing day in the lovely surroundings of the Plant Craft 

Cottage while you learn how to make a beautiful cross stitch 

bookmark. Make this as a Christmas gift for someone special or 

keep it for yourself. In this workshop, you will learn how to read a 

pattern and translate it to fabric using Lydia’s pattern, or create 

one of your own. Lydia will give you a lesson in counted cross 

stitch, as well as her tips and tricks for a quality finish.

No experience is needed, and beginners are welcome. 

Suitable for both adults and teenagers, all materials are 

included. Morning tea and coffee are provided. BYO Lunch.

Lydia Beshara has Diplomas in Art and Horticulture and uses 

her passion for art, craft and plant materials to create unique 

baskets and other fibre related projects.

Picardy Garden 
Illustrated Talk by Marian 

Somes

Wednesday 12 December 

at 10 for 10.30 am

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium 

Friends $20    Non-Members $25 

Students and Pensioners $10

Bookings essential

A French-inspired morning 

tea will be served before the 

talk.

Picardy, located in a pretty Gippsland valley, is a romantic garden 

created by Marian and Bryce Somes. The garden was designed 

to complement a French-style rammed earth home, mudbrick 

barn, dovecote and palais de poulet. Parterre beds in the front of 

the house are crammed with roses, perennials and annuals. Crab 

apple and dogwood walks lead to rambling gardens and old-

fashioned roses. A herb garden, small vegetable garden, orchard, 

olive grove and vineyard complete the picture.

Marian has written a book, Picardy: An Australian garden 

inspired by a passion for all things French, tracing the history of 

finding the land, building the house and barn, and establishing 

the garden. In it she explains her love of all things French and 

how it has influenced the design of the buildings and garden.

Signed copies of Marian’s books will be for sale at the talk.

events
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BOOK EVENTS ONLINE, UNDER 'WHAT'S ON' ON OUR WEBSITE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org OR  

ON OUR ENCLOSED BOOKING FORM. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

Christmas at the 

Johnston Collection
Fit Friends' Ramble

Monday 17 December  

at 9.45 am

Meet in the foyer of Pullman 

on the Park hotel to be picked 

up by the courtesy bus. 

Friends $35    Non members $45 

(includes cost of tour) 

Bookings essential 

Join us on this festive tour of The Johnston Collection, which 

is the legacy of William Robert Johnston (1911-1986), an 

antique dealer and collector of beautiful things. He delighted in 

arranging objects together to create extraordinary interiors.

The Christmas exhibition 'Home Made Good' continues the 

collaboration with contemporary makers by inviting, supporting 

and encouraging them to create 'new works based on old 

objects'. This year, The Johnston Collection has commissioned 

various Melbourne-based artists and collectives to create and 

contribute to the annual summer exhibition.

When we leave the Collection, we will walk past a number 

of beautiful historic houses and through the Fitzroy Gardens 

enjoying the cool shade of mature trees. We will finish the walk 

back near the Pullman on the Park Hotel.

A Celebration of 

Chinese New Year
Insiders’ Walk

Wednesday 13 February  

at 10 am

Gate Lodge, 100 Birdwood Ave.

$20 MEMBERS ONLY

The walk will commence at 

Gate Lodge and finish with 

refreshments at Plant Craft 

Cottage.

Chinese New Year is China’s most important traditional festival, 

celebrated at the turn of the traditional lunisolar Chinese 

calendar. According to the Chinese 12-year animal zodiac cycle, 

2019 is the year of the Pig. 

The carefreeness of the Year of the Earth Pig 2019, which 

marks the end of a complete cycle of the Chinese zodiac signs, 

is also the signal to take a well-deserved break and for the 

opportunity to analyse the previous year. 

Celebrate Chinese New Year by exploring citrus plants and 

the spectacular plants of the Southern China Collection at the 

Melbourne Gardens. Citrus fruit are displayed and eaten at 

Chinese New Year – they symbolise wealth and good fortune. The 

walk finishes with the sharing of traditional celebratory fruits and 

an iced green China tea.

Super Salvias for 

Your Garden
Talking Plants with Meg 

Bentley

Friday 15 February  

at 10 for 10.30 am

Mueller Hall National Herbarium 

Friends $20    Non-Members $25 

Students and Pensioners $10

Bookings essential

Join us at this fascinating morning all about salvias. Meg 

Bentley is a registered Plants Trust Salvia Collection Holder 

and with nearly 400 species in her collection, Meg’s knowledge 

of salvias is extensive. Meg will talk about some of the 

hardier, medium and low-growing salvias which sit nicely into 

a perennial border, as well as a few taller ones for a great 

background effect. In particular, Meg will discuss those salvias 

ideally suited for positions in full sun or light morning sun. She 

will also cover some shade lovers and a few special salvias 

that are ideal for growing in containers, which can be moved to 

appropriate positions around the garden. 

Pruning will also be covered, looking at the best time and 

how far to prune and a few pointers on propagation. Meg’s 

latest publication is A Manual for Salvia Growers.

events
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BOOK EVENTS ONLINE, UNDER 'WHAT'S ON' ON OUR WEBSITE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org OR  

ON OUR ENCLOSED BOOKING FORM. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

  

Tackling the War on 

Waste
Beginner's Basketry Work-

shop with Lydia Beshara

Saturday 23 February  

10 am to 3 pm

Plant Craft Cottage 

enter via H Gate

Friends $85     Non-Members $95 

Limit of 10 per workshop 

Morning tea and coffee 

provided. BYO Lunch.

Central Melbourne’s 

Changing Urban 

Landscapes 

Illustrated talk by 

Professor Rob Adams AM

Thursday 21 February   

at 6 for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium 

Friends $20     Non-members $25 

Students and pensioners $10  

Bookings essential.

Over the last 35 years, central Melbourne’s urban landscape 

has changed significantly and continues to evolve to meet 

the rapidly increasing population and the onset of climate 

change. Where once our central business area was occupied 

mainly by 9 to 5 workers, it has now become a vibrant 24/7 

mixed- use area no longer dominated by the car, but flooded 

with pedestrians. The Melbourne City Council has moved to 

accommodate these changes by removing over 80 hectares 

of asphalt, widening footpaths, planting trees and providing 

increased open space. The approach taken by Melbourne 

has been acclaimed globally as an innovative and achievable 

approach to our changing cities. 

This urban choreography will be the subject of the talk given 

by Prof. Rob Adams, AM, MCC Director of City Design. 

Refreshments will be served before the talk.

Summer Insiders' 

Walk
An evening bird walk with 

David Plant 

Tuesday 26 February 

at 6 pm

$20 MEMBERS ONLY

Meet at Gate Lodge for 

refreshments before the walk.

This will be an evening bird walk with specialist David Plant, 

who has been documenting the birds in the RBGV Melbourne 

Gardens for many years. 

The walk is a serene and gentle time to glimpse the colourful, 

noisy, small and large birds that inhabit our Botanic Garden and 

it is a chance to discover some of their discrete and concealed 

hideaways.

Throughout the walk we can enjoy the picturesque landscape 

designed by Guilfoyle of expansive lawns, calm lakes and 

distant views in one of the world’s finest Botanic Gardens. 

Grab your old shirts, sheets, wool, ribbon or whatever else 

you have lying around and join us for a beginners’ basketry 

workshop at Plant Craft Cottage nestled in the RBGV Melbourne 

Gardens. Each workshop will inspire you to make your very own 

treasures by repurposing your old clothes and plant materials to 

tackle the growing war on waste. 

You can come to one or come to each beginners’ workshop 

in this series, which will teach you how to make something 

different, and once you’ve started, basket-making will hook you 

in. Soon you will be collecting materials and making presents 

for everyone. It's a delightfully relaxing, rewarding avenue for 

self-expression.

No experience needed. Materials will be supplied. Suitable 

for both adults and teenagers.

events
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Mr Guilfoyle’s Shakespearian Botany
Edited by Diana E. Hill and Edmée H. Cudmore

The Miegunyah Press 

RRP: $45.00

As Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne, we have 

a close connection with the work of William Guilfoyle. We 

experience his vision, his art and his innovative work with every 

visit – and revel in it. This is what he is known for.

Guilfoyle was born in England and came with his family to 

the Colony of New South Wales in the late 1840s. He was an 

educated man, and like all educated men of his time, he was 

taught the history and literature of the Mother Country as a 

civilising influence. That would be the genesis of his admiration 

and love of Shakespeare.

In the articles reproduced in this beautiful volume, we see 

more than just Guilfoyle the landscaper. He claims Shakespeare 

as a fellow botanist, and builds on the work of the Reverend 

Henry Ellacombe (The Plant Lore of Shakespeare, 1878) "to 

engage, inspire and to educate not only an Australian audience 

and in particular, ‘students of Australian Colonial botany’, but all 

who seek to uncover the greatness of Shakespeare”.  

Here we experience Guilfoyle as an educator. Beginning in 

1899, and writing monthly in the Bankers Magazine Australasia 

for 25 editions, he located plants in the Shakespearean Canon, 

provided information about what they symbolised, discussed 

the botany, and any affiliation with Australian plants.

Apart from being very informative, and feeling fresh and 

current, the book is beautifully illustrated with examples of botanical 

art from the period – both Shakespeare’s and Guilfoyle’s. 

The authors, one of whom (Edmée Cudmore) is a former 

Voluntary Guide at RBGV Melbourne Gardens, have two further 

volumes about Guilfoyle – as plant hunter and knowledgeable 

botanist – awaiting publication in 2019.  

Terri Kay

Examples of some of the colour plates in the book. The images accompanying 
Guilfoyle's ar ticles for the Bankers Magazine Australasia were annotated with 
appropriate quotes from Shakespearean plays.

book review
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ALL CRAFT ACTIVITIES WILL BE HELD IN THE PLANT CRAFT COTTAGE. Book events online, please see the 

events page on our website www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org, fill in the enclosed booking form or contact the Friends’ 

office on 9650 6398. 

Craft Demonstrations
Bookings not required

10.30 am – 2 pm

Cost: Free.

Natural Dye 

5 December; 6 February; 

6 March

Potpourri 

8 February; 8 March

Fibre 
11 December; 12 February

Basketry

19 December; 20 February

Plant Card

13 December; 21 February

Knitting Group

19 March 

Sunday Open Days

16 December; 17 February

11 am – 4 pm     Cost: Free

Plant Craft Cottage is near H 

Gate on Alexandra Avenue, 

where there is metered 

parking. Melway 2G, ref B11.

Open 10 am – 3 pm Tuesday 

to Friday and 11 am – 4 

pm on the third Sunday of 

every month except January. 

Closed Public Holidays and 

for the Christmas season 

between 20 December and 

29 January 2019.

Colours From The Kitchen Garden
Natural Dye Workshop

Saturday, 23 March    9am to 3.30pm

Friends $100     Non-members $135 

All materials supplied               Limit 10

Closing date Thursday, 14 March

No late applications accepted.

Learn how to mordant wool yarn, make dyebaths and obtain 

colours from the kitchen garden.

Open House 

Melbourne
Over 200 buildings of 

historic and architectural 

significance were opened 

to the public during  the 

annual  Open House  

Melbourne  weekend in late 

July. Plant Craft Cottage 

has  been a participant in 

this popular two-day event 

since its inception in 2008. 

We  thank  the great team 

of Friends who volunteered 

to greet and guide visitors 

through the Cottage in 

July. Their contribution to 

the success of the weekend 

was really appreciated.

Despite of road closures 

and bleak weather, once again 

visitors came in their hundreds  

to admire the nineteenth 

century architectural features  

of the oldest building in 

Melbourne’s Botanic Gardens 

and to learn something of the 

history of this tiny cottage, 

which has been in continuous 

use since 1851. 

We look forward to doing it 

all again next year!

Below:  Examples of some of the gifts 
available from Plant Craft Cottage.

Photo:  Joan Radds

Dyed wool samples.      Photo:  Glenys Clissold

plant
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crafts

Basketry Views
Basketry continues to fascinate people, maybe now even more 

than ever, because of our lifestyles in the fast-lane and addiction 

to technology. This slow craft gives us the opportunity to 

unplug, reconnect with nature and use our hands and minds to 

create, just as our ancestors have done for thousands of years 

before us. It’s about community, sharing experience, skills and 

knowledge with other passionate people, young and old alike. 

The Plant Craft Cottage Basketry Group continues to be a 

popular activity. We are a diverse group with some members 

being involved for over 30 years – that’s a lot of experience 

indeed – whilst others are new to the group and to the art of 

basket-making. We’re trying to keep the craft alive by being 

inclusive and welcoming to all members who want to give 

basketry a go.

Our two newest members, Natalie Cross and Sandra 

Michela, have only been with the Basketry Group for a few 

months and have started on their first project – a rather 

challenging citrus basket. This is what it’s all about – inspiring 

others and giving people the confidence to get involved, 

regardless of skill. I have to acknowledge the ongoing 

generosity of the Basketry Group members, as they are always 

so positive and supportive to our newcomers – thank you!

So what do our newbies have to say?

Natalie: I am an Early Years teacher from Melbourne and I am so 

pleased to have joined the Friends of the Botanic Gardens and, in 

particular, spent time alongside the dedicated artists in the Basketry 

Group. My first failed attempt at basketry was at a conference in 

Adelaide over a year ago and whilst it piqued my interest, I realised 

this was not an art that could be acquired in an hour. Conveniently, 

the Basketry Group meet-ups are only monthly, so I can combine 

the commitment with my work schedule. I went with an open mind 

and zero expectations to see if I would fit into this group. I was so 

pleased when I met such an interesting, warm, highly skilled and 

humorous group of basket weavers. They made me feel welcome 

immediately, shared some of their materials and plenty of tips on 

how to get started. The rest just unfolds one weave at a time, through 

shared experience, in a beautiful location. While I am still very new 

in this setting, I know that this is a place where I can grow and feel 

at ease while doing so. I look forward to my once a month window, 

when the outside world stops spinning and I am with this group, 

content with weaving and simply being.

Sandra: I come from Chile and there is a little town there called 

Rari, where villagers weave decorative items using horse hair. 

As a child I was always mesmerized by the intricate design and 

fine detail. I love the feeling of materials in my hands and the 

opportunity that craft provides to create. My friend Natalie invited 

me to try the Basketry Group with her. I had never done any 

basketry before, but I have always been drawn to this ancient 

craft. Natalie and I were received with so much warmth and 

excitement! I have enjoyed the intergenerational opportunity to 

mix and learn from different women and generations. There is 

such a wide range of knowledge in the room and everybody 

tends to support everybody else. I look forward to the third 

Wednesday of the month at Plant Craft Cottage, where we share 

lovely morning teas, basketry supplies, stories and friendship. 

I have been working on a basket and have learnt twining 

techniques and how to make a God’s eye. The main challenge 

I have encountered is how to position my hands to give the 

material the right tension. As in any craft, it requires patience and 

dedication, but once you get the rhythm it’s very addictive! 

The Basketry Group meets on the third Wednesday every 

month, 10 am – 3 pm at the Plant Craft Cottage. 

If you can’t make it to our regular Basketry Group meetings, 

why not enrol in one of the many basketry workshops held 

throughout the year – checkout the Friends' website for details.

Lydia Beshara

Natalie and Sandra at a Basketry Group session.     Photo:  Lydia Beshara.
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Classes

Term 1, 2019 will start in the week 

beginning Tuesday 29 January.

Classes of 8 weeks per term will 

be held on one of the following:

Evening: Tuesday 

Daytime: Monday, 

Wednesday, Thursday and 

Saturday

(two sessions each day 2.5hr) 

Sunday (one 2.5hr session) 

Friday (one 3hr session)

2.5hr classes:  

 Friends: $284

Non-members: $349

3hr classes:  

 Friends: $331 

Non-members: $396

We strongly recommend that 

students without prior experience 

in botanical illustration complete 

a Beginners’ Workshop before 

entering term classes.

Whirlybirds
The Whirlybirds Botanic 

Illustration group meets every 

Tuesday in a studio at Domain 

House.

We are an informal 

group which supports, 

encourages and advises 

fellow artists while working 

on our own paintings. 

The group will break 

for the Christmas season 

and return refreshed in 

2019. We wish all our artist 

Friends best wishes for the 

festive season and a safe 

and happy holiday.

Please contact Sandra 

Sanger on 9598 9532 for 

further information.

All classes and workshops will be held in DOMAIN HOUSE until further notice. For bookings and information, please 

see our website: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org.au or contact the Friends’ office on 9650 6398.

Beginner's Workshop 
with Mali Moir 

Saturday 5, Sunday 6,  

Saturday 12 and Sunday  

13 January     10 am to 4 pm

Friends:  $415    

Non-members:  $480

Beginner's Workshop 
with Dianne Emery

Monday 7, Tuesday 8, 

Wednesday 9 and Thursday 

10 January          

10 am to 4 pm

Friends: $415    

Non-members: $480

These intensive four-day 

courses provide an introduction 

to botanical art via pencil and 

watercolour. Students will begin to 

develop skills in outline drawing, 

foreshortening, tonal work and 

rendering of surfaces, basic 

colour work and paint application.

The cost of each course 

includes equipment to be used 

during the workshop – drawing 

materials, paint, watercolour 

paper and brushes.

Workshops
All workshops will include morning 

and afternoon tea but not lunch.

Colour and Design 
Theory 
with Helen Burrows

Wednesday 2, Thursday 3 

and Friday 4 January  

10 am to 4 pm

Friends: $375    

Non-members: $440

This exciting three-day intensive 

workshop provides an essential 

framework to foster artistic 

confidence and to understand 

more about colour properties 

and design elements.

With step-by-step guided 

instructions, Friends’ tutor, 

Helen Burrows, will share 

her joy of colour exploration 

and associated design 

conventions.

Helen says, 'To understand 

colour and design will add 

another dimension to your 

artistic endeavour and 

your reward will be greater 

sensitivity to the medium'. 

Places are limited. A 

materials list will be provided 

upon enrolment.

Flowers in a Vase 
with Helen Burrows

Monday 14, Tuesday 15, 

Wednesday 16 and 

Thursday 17 January

10 am to 4 pm

Friends:  $425    

Non-members:  $490

This exciting four-day 

workshop will explore design 

elements of line, shape, colour 

and texture.

Flowers and vases are our 

subject as we consider and 

examine flowers in the context 

of design and how this subject 

has been interpreted historically, 

enriching your understanding of 

paintings of this genre.

Helen will guide you through 

planned exercises with step-

by-step procedures to help 

and encourage the analysis of 

your final composition.

Using graphite and 

watercolour techniques, 

you will produce a beautiful 

watercolour painting of a 

vase of flowers. Be prepared 

to have plenty of fun as we 

experience 'Flowers in a Vase'.

For students with some 

botanical art experience. 

Places are limited. A material 

list will be provided upon 

enrolment.Variegated Clivea painted by Helen 
Burrows.

Leaf painted by Mali Moir

illustrators 
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Considering 
Shadows and Shade 
with Dianne Emery 

Monday 21, Tuesday 22 and 

Wednesday 23 January  

10 am to 4 pm

Friends:  $375    

Non-members:  $440

In this three-day workshop, we 

will look at the importance of 

shading in graphite and paint 

when creating a convincing 

illusion of form. We will also 

look at rendering form using 

colour; the usefulness of cast 

shadows as a compositional 

device creating space in your 

work and that always tricky 

thing, shading, in white and 

yellow fruit and flowers.

Plant Dissection for 
Artists 
with Mali Moir 

Thursday 24 and  Friday 25 

January  

10 am to 4 pm

Friends:  $375    

Non-members:  $440

This workshop is designed to 

give artists an idea of what 

is required when drawing 

plant dissections to support 

botanical artwork.

Basic botany and plant 

structure will be covered, 

along with preliminary 

drawing, page layout and 

how best to enlarge or reduce 

plant details. We will learn 

about handling, storing and 

recording of plant specimens. 

We will be working 

mostly with large flowers. 

However, please bring your 

own microscope for smaller 

specimens. References will 

be made to some of the 

visual language needed in line 

and illustration art. You may 

choose your own medium 

to work in, be it painting, 

graphite or coloured pencil.

Students will need to apply 

for a materials list.

Lysiosepalum involucratum painted by 
Mali Moir.

The Art of Botanical Illustration 2018 
This very important and successful exhibition was opened 

by The Governor of Victoria, the Hon. Linda Dessau, AC. The 

Governor marvelled that the collection of paintings and drawings 

that married scientific precision with such beauty and art. She 

congratulated everyone involved in the exhibition and acknowledged 

Celia Rosser as one of our greatest living artists.

Professor David Cantrell then explained the basis of the State 

Botanical Collection which has two parts. The first is the Herbarium 

dried specimen collection, which contains samples dating back 

to the 1500s, and the second part comprises the collection of 

paintings of plant specimens. The Curators of the Collection try to 

ensure a wide representation of both illustrated plant specimens 

and also of artists. The artists whose work was bought for the 

Collection this year include Amanda Blake-Sutterby, Rochelle 

Caligiuri, Pam McDiarmid and Paul Rovis.  

President Mary Ward thanked all involved who had 

contributed toward the success of the exhibition; she also 

officially launched the book Alphabotanical (see p 17). Artist 

Terry Napier introduced Celia Rosser and explained the value of 

Celia's 77 paintings of the complete known genus of Banksias. 

Celia then announced that Simon Deere and Jessie Ford had 

won Celia Rosser medals this year,. Honorable Mentions were 

awarded to Deb Chirnside, Angela Lober, Pam McDiarmid, Mali 

Moir, Vicki Philipson, Paul Rovis and Marta Salamon.

Convener Andrew Carr wishes to thank the artists for 

participating, the volunteers for their help, the Fungi makers and 

painters, the Illustrators' Committee for their teamwork in organising 

everything, and the Friends' office staff (particularly Karlene, Jill and 

Georgina) for their efforts. There were over 260 entries this year 

from every state of Australia giving the selectors (Anita Mertzlin, 

Ian Clarke and Helen Cohn) a hard task to pare the number down 

to around 160. Thanks also to the sponsors of the award and raffle 

prizes, and to Marshall White for organising billboards at no cost.

Simon Deere's drawing of Datura ferox which helped win him a Celia Rosser Medal at 
the recent Art of Botanical Illustration exibition.

 illustrators
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Above:  A Celia Rosser medal was also awarded to Jessie Ford for her painting 
Barringtonia asiatica.

Below left. Paul Rovis' paining of Lepidozamia Peroffskyana bought for the State 
Botanical Collection.

Centre:  Camellia japonica by Rochelle Caligiuri was also purchased for the State 
Botanical Collection.

Above:  One of the mushrooms produced by the Botanical Ar tist Friends to adver tise 
this year's exhibition. Ar tist Jenny Dempster and her granddaughter had great fun 
decorating this one.

Below right:  Macadamia tetraphylla by Angela Lober, one of the ar tists awarded an 
Honorable Mention by Celia Rosser.

ilustrators
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Alphabotanical
This book features an A–Z of 

Australian Flora illustrated by 

members of the Whirlybirds. Each 

artist was required to source 

and research their plant before 

painting it to a standardised 

size. Many of the plants are 

to be found in the Melbourne 

Gardens RBGV, but the artists 

needed to be resourceful to 

track down other specimens, 

sometimes Australia-wide.

The resulting publication is a 

most attractive book. There is a 

fold-out frieze of the illustrated 

letters of the alphabet in the 

centre of the book. The project 

was inspired by a little Irish 

alphabet book sent to one of 

the Whirlybirds. Plants unique 

to Ireland had been painted to 

illustrate the Irish alphabet.

Alphabotanical will make 

a lovely Christmas gift for a 

relative or friend who appreciates 

Australian plants, or someone 

overseas who will be amazed at 

the variety of attractive flora to be 

found growing on our continent. 

The book has been published 

in Australia, using paper that 

meets Australia's sustainable 

environmental standards and 

showcasing the work of world-

class Australian artists. 

Alphabotanical is available 

to members at $20.00 plus 

postage from the Friends' Office.

Pam McDiarmid

Top left:  Rhododendron lochiae: Native 
Rhododendron by Alwynne Fairweather.

Centre left: Leptospermum laevigatum: 
Coastal Tea Tree by Sandra Sanger.

Bottom left:  Pterostylis nutans: Nodding 
Greenhood by Pam Hull.

Top right:  Eucalyptus occidentalis: 
Swamp Yate by Lucy Chapman.

Centre right:  Epacris impressa: Common 
Heath by Joan Mason.

Bottom right:  Xanthorrhoea australis:  
Grass Tree by Pam McDiarmid.

illustrators
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We have had two extremely interesting presentations in our 

VIP presenters series – one from Lynsey Poore, Vice-President 

FRBGM on Madagascar, baobabs and lemurs. This was a 

totally exotic experience and one could almost feel the warmth 

on a very cold June morning. Our second VIP presentation was 

from our President Mary Ward, who took us on a guided tour 

of English gardens around Wiltshire. She showed fascinating 

formal gardens and some in freer mode; generally the word 

'enchanting' seemed an appropriate description. The third VIP 

presenter will be Anne Petersen, who will show us some exotic 

photographs from her travels. Anne says, 'My presentation is on 

the Galapagos Islands featuring photos I took there. During the 

slide show, I'll also talk about the geography, management of 

the Islands and life cycle of the birds and animals'. 

We have had some excellent photo walks taking different 

subjects photographically. The most recent was on all things 

Eucalypt. We had every possible part of the tree: roots, bark, 

trunks, boughs, leaves, gumnuts, and a wonderful diversity of 

views and subjects from our members. It is worth taking a look 

at our Flickr page www.flickr.com/groups/photo_group_frbgm/ 

where our members have posted over 2,300 photographs of our 

Gardens. The following website https://www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.

org/FRBGM_Content/Photography/Photography_Group.aspx will 

help you find a myriad of detail about all our activities past and 

future, which may tempt you to join us, especially if you have a 

passion for the Gardens and photographing them.

We have two more photo walks planned for the rest of the 

year as we leave the cold of winter to welcome the warmth 

of summer. Our next walk is quite deceptively easy, based 

on a number of elements from plant/flower patterns, foliage 

differences, bark both smooth and rough, finally petals, lotus 

and clivia. The warmth of summer brings on Shakespeare’s 

favourite flower, the rose, and we will be attempting to get close-

ups with macro views of these beautiful flowers. These will be 

posted on the site in the last week of November.

As a new initiative this year we have prepared a number of 

photographs to be reproduced on Friends' cards available from 

the Friends' office, the Plant Craft Cottage, Friends' Events and the 

Gardens shop. Members' price for this pack of five cards is $10.00

John Harrison

Convener
Below: Blue-footed Booby and Below right: Iguana, both par t of Anne Petersen's 
presentation. Below:  Gumnuts from our Eucalyptus walk.       Photo: John Harrison

photo
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Five blank cards in each pack: one of each design

www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

03 9650 6398

Stenocarpus sinuatus

Photo:  Karen Pyke

Banksia integrifolia ‘Coastal 

Banksia’ 

Photo:  John Harrison

Grevillea banksii x nana ‘Billy 
Bonkers’

Photo:  Richard Kirsner

Corymbia ficifolia ‘Summertime  

Red’

Photo:  Kath Dupleix

All photos in this pack are the work of the 

Melbourne Friends’ Photo Group.

The cards are printed on recycled card in a 

facility powered by solar electricity.

Acacia acinacea ‘Golden 

Showers Wattle’.

Photo:  Nicky Rollerson

group
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Wildlife Rescue and Immediate Care Course
Earlier this year, I was fortunate enough to attend 

a Wildlife Rescue and Immediate Care course in the 

beautiful Blue Mountains, as a recipient of a Melbourne 

Friends’ Scholarship. I initially applied for this scholarship 

to undertake a six week course through Box Hill TAFE; 

however, after receiving the scholarship I was informed 

this course was no longer offered. After a bit of research, I 

found an excellent course offered through WIRES (Wildlife 

Information, Rescue and Education Service) which is also 

recognised through the RSPCA. There were many towns 

in NSW where the course was offered, so naturally I chose 

the most scenic location in order to explore the Blue 

Mountains (and a sneaky visit to Mount Tomah Botanic 

Gardens, which I highly recommend). 

I needed to apply for wildlife rescue training as injured 

and sick wildlife are common occurrences at Melbourne 

Gardens. ‘Outdoors’ staff members frequently attend to calls 

from visitors and staff who have come across one of our furry 

or feathered residents that is in need of help. From paddling 

around in circles in a row boat in Guilfoyle’s Volcano attempting 

to catch a cormorant entangled in some litter, to sliding down an 

embankment on Long Island to access an injured cygnet, I sure 

have found myself in some compromising situations! The need 

for this training was great, and it couldn’t come soon enough. 

The course involved thorough online theory components 

(approximately 12 hours of study), and a one-day practical 

workshop. The modules I completed covered topics such as 

Health and Safety, how to identify different species, common 

rescue scenarios, first aid and immediate care, as well as how 

to safely handle and examine the animals. Suffice to say it was 

a lot to learn but so very valuable! 

During the practical workshop I met many like-minded 

individuals who were very passionate about wildlife, and 

exchanging rescue stories was both entertaining and interesting. 

Almost half of the practical workshop covered rescuing and 

caring for birds, which was extremely helpful as these are one 

of our most commonly affected animals. There was also some 

great information about possums, turtles and other fauna found 

in Melbourne Gardens, which  will no doubt come in handy. 

The information was incredibly valuable, and a lot of it 

was not at all what I would have expected. Here are the main 

messages, which you may find useful too, if you ever come 

across an animal in need of help:

• Your first priority is your health and safety. Do not attempt to 

pick up or handle an animal if you are concerned you may 

injure yourself. Call Wildlife Victoria for help (03 9445 0310).

• Move domestic pets as far away as possible.

• Most animals will calm down once fully covered by an 

appropriate sized towel or blanket. If you don’t have 

anything big enough with you, even just covering the head 

and eyes will help.

• DO NOT ever handle a flying fox or bat as they can carry a 

lethal virus (Lyssavirus). 

• Do not feed the animal. It is likely to be very stressed and 

potentially the last thing it needs is food. Provide water if 

possible and/or appropriate given the injury; however, never 

give a baby bird water directly into its mouth, as this can 

cause it to drown. 

• It is likely the animal has been unwell for quite a while by 

the time it is obvious to a human. This unfortunately means 

many wildlife rescues result in euthanasia. If we can make 

this process as painless (with the least amount of stress) as 

possible, then we are doing the animal a huge service. 

Upon my return I presented my team with the most 

relevant information and helpful tips, which has been greatly 

appreciated. I have also put together a comprehensive 

PowerPoint presentation which I hope to have uploaded onto 

our staff intranet for all staff to access.

Finally, I would like to thank the Friends for this fantastic 

opportunity – the animals of Melbourne Gardens thank you too.

Katherine Kominiarski

Visitor Experience Officer 

A silvereye (Zosterops lateralis) fledgling that was found on a path near the 
Observatory, abandoned by its parents. It was taken to a wildlife carer later that day 
for rehabilitation. 

scholarship
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Above left: The author enjoying the sunset from one of the many lookout points in the 
Blue Mountains National Park. 

Above right: Par t of the Mount Tomah Gardens.

Centre left: WIRES Manual provided during the training, which now lives in the Visitor 
Centre as a handy reference guide for any animal rescue scenarios. 

Below left: The stunning view from outside the Visitor Centre of the Mount Tomah 
Botanic Gardens. 

Below right: A very cute, but distressed, mouse that was in our care after being 
discovered near Guilfoyle’s Volcano, and happily released a few hours later. 

All images provided by the author.

report
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Hobart Conference
Mandy Thomson – Team Leader, Nursery, Cranbourne 

Gardens

I was honoured to receive a scholarship from the Melbourne 

Friends to attend the Australian Plant Society Australia 

(ANPSA) Biennial National Conference in Hobart in January 

2018. The theme was ‘Grass Roots to Mountain Tops’.

I wanted to improve and strengthen connections with the 

Australian Plant Society and learn more about the Alpine and 

sub-Alpine plant communities in Tasmania. I am passionate 

about sharing knowledge and learning from like-minded people 

and organisations within the context of my work growing and 

sourcing plants for the Australian Garden at Cranbourne.

The five-day conference held at the Wrest Point Casino in 

Hobart was hosted by ANPSA Hobart and featured fascinating 

lectures followed by afternoon outings to some of the beautiful 

natural areas surrounding Hobart. A reception at Government 

House was also a highlight of the week, with the Governor, The 

Honourable Margaret Killen, expressing her great passion for, 

and interest in, Tasmanian flora. 

From day one, I was networking with the various Australian 

plant study groups, some of which I have now joined. Most 

recently the Isopogon and Petrophile study group leaders 

Catriona Bate and Phil Trickett visited Cranbourne and conducted 

a grafting workshop with staff, as well as exchanging valuable plant 

material with the Gardens. The grafts have struck, so look out for 

Left: Study Group display 
board.  

Right: Macquarie Island 
vegetation

Facing Page

Top left: Lauderdale Saltmarsh 
wetlands

Top right: Tasmanian Bushland 
Garden

Bottom left: Inala Garden 
Protea bed. 

Photo supplied by Dr Tonya 
Cochran, Inala.

Bottom right: Mt Wellington 
flora.

Most photos for this ar ticle 
supplied by Mandy Thomson.

some new beauties when you are next visiting Cranbourne.

We have also made contact with the Royal Tasmanian 

Botanic Garden Seed Bank officer James Wood, who has 

donated seed from their millennium seedbank for the Alpine 

section of the Forest Garden at Cranbourne. I’m happy to 

report that most of the seed has germinated, so that the wild 

provenance endemic collection has been commenced.

The Alpine vegetation of Tasmania occurs in more than 50 

habitats scattered across the state. The Alpine flora is highly 

Tasmania-endemic in the west and more like that of the mainland 

in the east. There is a high concentration of species that have 

remained largely unchanged since the Cretaceous period. Many 

of these Cretaceous paleoendemics are fire-sensitive, so large 

populations have been lost since European settlement.

The Royal Tasmanian Botanic Gardens (RTBG) will be 200 

years old this year. Its history aligns in many ways with that of 

other Australian colonial-era botanic gardens with an initial focus 

on the introduction of plants for food, utility and the sustainability 

of a colony. The colonists also very quickly started to investigate 

the local flora, initially to determine its usefulness before going on 

to study the plants from a scientific and ornamental point of view.

Nick Fitzgerald, geographer, plant ecologist and field 

botanist, discussed his PhD work on Australia’s subantarctic 

territory of Macquarie Island, lying 1500km southeast of 

Tasmania. In the absence of woody plants, the vegetation 

is dominated by giant herbs, ferns and mosses. Several 

distinct habitat types are documented including mires, bogs 

scholarship
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and grasslands. The vegetation is presently recovering from 

150 years of impact from rabbits, which were successfully 

eradicated in 2011.

The first afternoon was spent exploring Salt Marsh wetlands 

near Lauderdale (above). There we heard about the important 

work Vishnu Prahalad from the University of Tasmania has been 

doing to raise the profile of saltmarsh ecology and management 

in that state. Vishnu explained how the coastal saltmarsh wetlands 

form a crucial link between terrestrial and marine systems that are 

now under threat from both human impact and climate change. 

Tonia Cochran took us on a virtual tour of her jurassic garden 

‘Inala’ located on Bruny Island. The garden features over 500 

fully labelled specimens from the southern continents. Besides 

its aesthetic appeal and educational value in demonstrating 

Gondwana connections, the garden highlights the historic 

importance of Australian flora (below).

We visited the Tasmanian Bushland Garden (above), 

celebrating the indigenous flora of South-east Tasmania. It was 

built entirely by dedicated volunteers on a former quarry site, 

with the collections laid out in natural communities from granite 

and sandstone areas as well as displays of some of the rare and 

threatened plants of the region. 

Mt Wellington was the highlight for me. We had a clear view 

from the summit and I was in ‘plant nerd heaven’, discovering 

the wonderful endemic Alpine flora (below). We were blessed to 

have as our host Sib Corbett, who has lived in the foothills for 

decades. She shared her enthusiasm and love for the mountain.

I would like to thank the Melbourne Friends for giving me 

this opportunity for professional development. The scholarships 

provide important funding for staff to grow in their roles and 

ultimately enhance the Botanic Gardens as an organisation.

report
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The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne Inc.

was formed to stimulate further interest in the Gardens 

and the National Herbarium and to support and assist 

them whenever possible.

Patron 
The Honourable  
Linda Dessau AC 
Governor of Victoria

President
Mary Ward

Vice-Presidents
Lynsey Poore 
Catherine Trinca

Secretary
Adnan Mansour

Treasurer
Mark Anderson

Council
Prof. Tim Entwisle
Dr Richard Kirsner
Meg Miller 

Nicola Rollerson
Jan Rosenberg
Richard Smith
Mali Wilson

CONVENERS

Botanical Illustrators
Andrew Carr (Exhibitions)

Events
Catherine Trinca

Mali Wilson

Growing Friends
Michael Hare

Helping Hands
Rosemary Cotter

Information Technology 
Dr Richard Kirsner

Membership
Nicola Rollerson 

Photo Group
John Harrison

Plant Craft Cottage

Phyl Knaggs 
Heather Schroeder

PCC Garden Group
Penny Smith
Ann Feely

Volunteers
Jennifer Ure

Friends’ Trust Fund
Peter Griffin AM
William Jones
Peter Kelly
Janet Thomson OAM

December

7 Guided Nursery Visit p8

8 Cross Stitch Bookmark Workshop p8

12 Illustrated Talk – Picardy Garden p8

16 PCC Sunday Open Day – 11 am to 4 pm  p12

17 Fit Friends' Ramble – Johnston Collection p9

January

2 Colour and Design Workshop – Helen Burrows p14

5 Beginner's Workshop – Mali Moir p14

7 Beginner's Workshop – Dianne Emery p14

14 Flowers in a Vase Workshop – Helen Burrows p14

21 Considering Shadows and Shade – Dianne Emery p15

24 Plant Dissection for Artists – Mali Moir p15

29 Term Classes commence p14

February

13 Insiders Walk – Chinese New Year p9

15 Talking Plants – Salvias p9

18 PCC Sunday Open Day 11 am to 4 pm  p12

21 Illustrated Talk – Central Melbourne Landscapes  p10

23 Beginner's Basketry Workshop p10 

26 Insiders Walk - Birds p10

March

23 Natural Dye Workshop p12

The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne Inc. 

complies with the Australian Privacy Principles for the collection 

and use of personal information.

Note: The Friends’ Inclement Weather Policy states that outdoor 

events may be cancelled and the Nursery will not be open for 

sales if the temperature is predicted to be 33ºC or above.
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