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Moving Forward
the RBGV is heading into 

very exciting times. there 

has been an exceptional 

amount of activity within the 

organisation as it prepares 

Building and Landscape 

Master Plans, conservation 

Management and science 

Plans, and develops more 

detailed ideas for the future of 

our great Gardens. there has 

been an organisation structure 

review and as a result we 

welcome Robin Penty as 

the new executive Director, Public engagement and Business 

Development. I’m sure that the Friends will enjoy discussing 

our plans with Robin as she settles in.

I was also pleased to be invited to be a part of the RBGV 

Board’s new Campaign Council. This body will be tasked with 

driving the fundraising campaign for all the wonderful new projects 

that are devised over the coming months and years. I would really 

encourage you to keep abreast of these exciting developments 

and consider being an even greater supporter. At the moment you 

can become a Director’s Circle member (see one of the inserts in 

this edition) and have an even closer association than you currently 

enjoy, with special events and other offers tailored to your interests. 

Our involvement on the Campaign Council means that we can 

ensure that, as Friends, we can help make these connections and 

continue to support what’s really needed.

We can also look forward to a new magazine that will be 

produced by the RBGV. Our Botanic News may alter a little 

so that we can complement the new publication and provide 

between us even wider coverage of all things plant- and 

Gardens-related. Our Publications Committee and our Editor, the 

indefatigable Meg Miller, will continue to present interesting and 

pertinent news and articles for your pleasure and information.

Personally I am a little sad. As I have come to the end of 

my term, I have handed over the President’s role at the AGM. 

The new President, Vice President and Treasurer will be  taking 

the organisation forward. (Details of the new Council will be 

available in the autumn edition of Botanic News, as the AGM 

occurred after this edition was posted). I want to personally thank 

the current Executive, the office staff and the volunteer Friends 

who have helped shape the organisation and introduce some 

new ways of thinking about our future. We cannot rest on our 

laurels and assume that the world that is changing rapidly around 

us won’t impact on us. Whilst the Melbourne Gardens are as 

tranquil and beautiful as ever, there is always a new challenge. 

I believe that in the next year or two the Friends will be even 

more important to the Gardens. Whilst some of you enjoy 

engaging in Friends’ activities, events and exhibitions, it seems 

that many of you join just simply to be supporters, because 

you love and appreciate the Gardens. This is wonderful. Do not 

stop. It has never been more worthwhile than now.

sally Hirst

A sunny day at The Ian Potter Foundation Children’s Garden brings home the value of giving. 
Whether it’s time or money, or both, there is no doubt in my mind that these children will 
remember fondly time spent here and will go on to be nature lovers themselves.

from the president
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new Photography Group
Attention all photographer Friends, and those who would like to join 

in. It has been suggested that the Friends start a photography group. 

The purpose of this notice is to ascertain if there is enough interest 

among members to make such a group a viable proposition.

You may remember that the Events Committee ran a 

photography course in April 2013. By all accounts this course 

was a great success and the Friends are already richer for 

the experience as some of the attendees have produced their 

photographs for inclusion in Botanic News and eNews.

The question arises – would you be interested in another 

course next year? If so, please contact or email the office to 

express this interest.

For those who are more interested in continuing to put their 

learning into practice, would you be interested in becoming a 

member of a group dedicated to photography? And, is there anyone 

who would be interested in becoming Convener of such a group?

It is likely that the photography activities would be restricted 

to the RBGV Gardens, the people associated with them, the 

buildings, birds and other animals that might be encountered in 

the Gardens, and to photography as part of a Friends’ Event. 

Other suggestions include a possible structured calendar of 

meetings which would include a guest speaker/tutor who might 

wander through the gardens with members suggesting how 

to photograph subjects. The Friends might run a photography 

exhibition similar to those the Illustrators’ group produces. 

This is just the start of the list of suggestions. The proposal 

is exciting, especially as members of all ages could take part, 

because there is not a busy schedule of meetings attached to it, 

and the photographs could be taken in your own time if necessary.

Please register your interest with Volunteer Convener Jacqui 

Hawkins at jandjhawkins2015@gmail.com  

or by phone on 0432 229 919.

Above:  Photo of Hellebore by Edward Brentnall.
Below:  A view toward the city from Guilfoyle’s Volcano.    
         Photograph supplied by RBGV Marketing Branch

for the members
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celebrating the past, 

creating the future

by chris cole

executive Director 

Melbourne Gardens 

You might be aware that we 

are in the process of developing 

a new Master Plan for the 

Melbourne Gardens. completed 

in 1997, the first Master Plan has 

driven many positive changes 

in the Gardens with a large 

number of projects realised, 

some generously supported 

by the Friends . With a changing climate, increased pressure on 

our urban green spaces and a new vision ‘Life is sustained and 

enriched by plants’, it is timely to produce a new Master Plan to 

guide the development and management of the Gardens over the 

next twenty years. 

The 1997 Master Plan guided the Gardens to complete the 

following projects:

•	 Perennial Border (1998)

•	 Development of the Observatory Gate Precinct (1999)

•	 Bell Shed Redevelopment (1999)

•	 Species Rose Collection (2000)

•	 Development of Long Island (2004)

•	 New Public Toilets (2006)

•	 Canna Bed Rain Garden (2007)

•	 Guilfoyle’s Volcano (2010)

•	 Working Wetlands (2012)

•	 Lake Islands Renovation (2015)

•	 Fern Gully Restoration (2015)

The new Master Plan will be a strategic planning document that 

will consider and resolve current challenges and issues, protect 

and celebrate what is important, and allow for new developments 

to be realised within the Gardens and the Melbourne Observatory. 

Extensive consultation has been undertaken with employees, 

stakeholders (including Friends) and the public. Over twenty 

consultation workshops and meetings were held and 386 online 

surveys were completed throughout July and August 2016, 

generating hundreds of ideas and provoking much thought. 

Why a new Master Plan?

Since the completion of the last Master Plan there have been 

a large number of changes to the Melbourne Gardens.  Some 

of these changes are internal to the Gardens, but many are the 

result of external forces beyond our control. Internal changes 

include the need to build a new herbarium – to house the 

growing collection of 1.5 million dried plants, algae and fungi 

specimens from all around the world – and the exciting prospect 

of a new display glasshouse. There is a new identity and vision 

for the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria, focusing the organisation 

very clearly on the importance of plants to life. External changes 

encompass responding to a changing climate, increased 

recognition of Aboriginal cultural heritage values, construction 

of the new Domain Station for the Melbourne Metro Rail Project, 

the City of Melbourne’s Domain Parklands Master Plan, and the 

evolving role we play in the broader life of the city.  

Over the past 15 years, the City of Melbourne’s population 

has grown by 250%1, and it is expected to nearly double again 

by 20362 – the period of this Master Plan. The importance of 

Above: Landscape plan of The Ian Potter Foundation Children’s Garden and below, the landscape 
plan for the Kitchen Garden section of the same garden. These designs show the level of detail 
which forms the composition of the whole 38 hectares of the Melbourne Gardens.

from the  gardens
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urban green spaces in improving the liveability of cities and the 

well-being of its inhabitants is being increasingly recognised and 

the Gardens have a major role to play in this area. Working in 

conjunction with the City of Melbourne and our other neighbours 

there is an exciting opportunity for us to create an integrated 

landscape that starts to blur the edges of where our botanic 

garden starts and finishes, while at the same time conserving 

and adding to the William Guilfoyle-designed masterpiece. 

Throughout the process we will examine the physical landscape 

to determine how it can better support the needs, goals and 

aspirations of the organisation and all who use it.  

The Master Plan project is being managed by an in-house 

team led by myself and our Landscape Architect, Andrew 

Laidlaw. A Reference Panel is providing peer review for the 

project and sign-off at key milestones. The panel of individuals 

who understand the Gardens, the master planning process and 

can provide expertise within their field includes:

•	 Professor Rob Adams AM – Director of City Design,  

City of Melbourne

•	 Professor Tim Entwisle – Director and Chief Executive, 

Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria

•	 Cathy Kiss – Senior Open Space Planner, City of Melbourne

•	 Professor Virginia Lee – Elisabeth Murdoch Chair of 

Landscape Architecture, University of Melbourne

•	 John Rayner – Director Urban Horticulture,  

University of Melbourne.

stay involved

During the forthcoming year I look forward to updating you on 

the progress of our exciting new Master Plan. In the early months 

of 2017, we’ll re-engage with employees and key stakeholders 

(including Friends) to share our preliminary draft and then more 

broadly in mid-2017 we’ll consult on it. At this stage, we’re 

aiming for a public launch of the final Master Plan in December 

2017.

Footnotes: 

1.  http://profile.id.com.au, viewed 16/06/2016 

2.  City of Melbourne, http://melbournepopulation.geografia.com.au/, 

viewed 16/06/2016

Above left: Perennial border.                         Above right:  The Fern Gully 
Below left: Floating Wetlands in Guilfoyle’s Volcano.         Below right:  Guilfoyle’s Volcano. 
Photos supplied by RBGV Marketing Branch.

from the  gardens
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book EvEnts onlinE, on our booking form or download onE from thE EvEnts pagE on 

our wEbsitE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

summer Guided 

Visit to the Growing 

Friends’ nursery 
Friday 9 December  

at 10 am

Meet at Gate Lodge

$5 MEMBERS ONLY

Bookings close 25 November 

Bookings essential as 

numbers will be limited. 

Our summer nursery visit will be the opportunity to add 

highlights to your Christmas garden, and find perfect Christmas 

gifts. The nursery currently holds a wide selection of suitable 

material for the home garden. Now is the time to find out where 

our nursery is located, and the beauties it holds.

This visit is especially suitable for new members and for 

others, who are not familiar with the whereabouts and workings 

of our Growing Friends’ Nursery. We will meet for a brief 

morning tea and then be guided down to the nursery for an 

introductory talk and to make purchases.

Please bring carry bags suitable for carrying your purchases, 

and if you are travelling by public transport (or by car) or plan 

to buy a number of plants, think about bringing your shopping 

trolley to help carry your purchases.

Magic of the Lotus 
Fit Friends’ Ramble

Thursday 2 February

Meet at 10.30 am at the 

Blue Lotus Water Garden in 

Yarra Junction  (Map will be 

available when you book) 

Friends $30    Non-members $40 

Bookings close 25 January

The Friends are receiving an 

extremely favourable entry 

and lunch rate not available 

to other groups.

Our summer ramble for 2017 is a visit to the Blue Lotus Water 

Garden in Yarra Junction. The garden covers 14 acres with 

ponds, pools, cool overhanging trees and hundreds of lotus 

flowers waving towards the sky. There are colourful waterlilies and 

the Giant Amazon Lily to admire. We will walk along clear tracks 

through the garden, around the lakes and under the trees. All the 

while there will be lovely views of flowers popping out of the water.  

Take a leisurely drive of about 90 minutes along the 

Maroondah and Warburton Highways and arrive there at 10.30 

to be met by Judy Haidju.

We will be treated to an introductory talk about the garden 

and the lotus flower. As you wish, before or after our ramble 

around the ample garden we will enjoy a delicious picnic lunch 

sitting in comfortable surroundings overlooking the waterlilies..

A celebration of 

chinese new Year
summer Insiders’ Walk

Tuesday 7 February

Meet at 10.00 am

Gate Lodge, 100 Birdwood Ave 

$20  MEMBERS ONLY 

Bookings close 1 February

Meet at Gate Lodge for 

refreshments before the walk.

2017 is the year of the red fire rooster. Rooster years are a blend 

of righteousness, justice, and logistical efficiency. 

Celebrate Chinese New Year by exploring citrus plants and 

the spectacular plants of the Southern China Collection at 

the Melbourne Gardens. Hear about plants that have special 

meaning and importance within Chinese culture. 

Citrus fruit are displayed and eaten at Chinese New Year – 

they symbolise wealth and good fortune

The walk finishes with the sharing of traditional celebratory 

fruits and an iced green tea.

events
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book EvEnts onlinE, on our booking form or download onE from thE EvEnts pagE on 

our wEbsitE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

An evening Bird Walk 
summer Insiders’ Walk 

with David Plant

Thursday 23 February

Meet at 6 pm

Gate Lodge, 100 Birdwood Ave 

$20 MEMBERS ONLY

Bookings close 17 February

Meet at Gate Lodge for 

refreshments before the walk.

This will be an evening bird walk with specialist David Plant who 

has been documenting the birds in the Royal Botanic Gardens 

Melbourne for many years. 

The walk is a serene and gentle time to glimpse the colourful, 

noisy, small and large birds which inhabit our botanic garden 

landscape and it is a chance to discover some of their discreet 

and concealed hideaways.

Throughout the walk we can enjoy the picturesque landscape 

designed by Guilfoyle of expansive lawns, calm lakes and 

distant views, in one of the world’s finest botanic gardens.

Japanese Gardens
Illustrated talk with su Laird

Wednesday 8 March

6 for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Friends $20    Non Members $25

Students $10

Bookings close 3 March

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk.

Japanese gardens have long fascinated western gardeners 

with their complex symbolism and sophisticated design. We 

are all familiar with the concept of the borrowed landscape in 

Japanese gardens, but what if the gardens are borrowed too? 

The Japanese are masters of adapting ideas and making them 

their own. Just how these ideas contributed to the development 

of the different types of gardens with their distinctive features 

will be explored. 

Discover the story behind the three major types of gardens 

by visiting sublime Zen temples and their surrounds in Kyoto, 

including Ryoanji Temple, and some stunningly beautiful 

gardens that are less well-known, such as Shukkeien in 

Hiroshima and Ohori Park in Fukuoka.

Valentine’s Day
Bus trip

to coriyule Homestead

Tuesday 14 February at 11 am

$70 per person

Includes bus fare, house tour 

admission, refreshments and a 

picnic lunch in the garden. 

Bus departs at 9.30 am and 

returns by approx. 5 pm.

Bookings close 3 February, when 

a day plan will be provided.

Join us for a splendid summer day outing to the Bellarine 

Peninsula. We return to Coriyule in Drysdale where our host, 

Isobel Williams, will take us on a guided tour of the historic 

homestead, a rare 1849 Tudor Gothic style residence designed 

by colonial architect Charles Laing. What a story lies within! Two 

pioneering women, Anne Drysdale and Caroline Newcomb grew 

their farm into a prosperous landholding and earned the title of 

‘The Lady Squatters’. While there may have been elements of 

scandal associated with their having turned their backs on the 

many eligible bachelors of the settlement, they were respected 

and popular.

Coriyule is truly magical. Now being restored to a 

magnificence befitting the deep love of its creators, it is the ideal 

place for a Valentine’s Day adventure.

events
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Friends are reminded that 

the Plant Craft Cottage 

has an extensive reference 

library on Plant Crafts.

Plant craft cottage is near  

H gate on Alexandra Avenue 

where there is metered 

parking. Melway 2G, ref B11.

open 10 am – 3  pm 

tuesday to Friday and every 

third sunday.

closed Public Holidays and 

for the christmas season 

between 16 December and 

10 January 2017.

all craft activitiEs will bE hEld in thE plant craft cottagE near h gate on alexandra 

avenue. for further information and all bookings, please contact the friends’ office on 9650 6398 or book 

online at www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. 

craft Demonstrations
Bookings not required

10.30 am – 2 pm

Cost: Free

natural dye  
7 December; 1 February; 

potpourri    
10 February

fibre   
13 December; 14 February; 

basketry 
15 February
 
plant card 
16 February

Visitors are welcome to watch 

and ask questions of the 

working groups. However, 

visitors are unable to take part 

in the demonstrations.

sunday open days
15 January; 19 February

Cost: Free

This is a wonderful opportunity 

to explore the Plant Craft 

Cottage, the oldest building in 

any public garden in Victoria.

Some of the plant-related 

items created by our groups 

will be on display and for sale 

in this heritage-listed building.

shibori with Indigo 2017 
A two-day natural dye workshop

saturday 25 February: saturday 4 March  

9 am – 3 pm

Cost: $180         Non-members $240  

This includes all materials and printed notes. 

Tea and coffee provided. Please byo lunch.  

The workshop is limited to 12 students 

so BOOKINGS are ESSENTIAL and close 

Thursday 16 February 2017.  

No late bookings will be accepted.

Learn to make an indigo dye-bath and dye 

the fabric you stitch, wrap and clamp using 

traditional Shibori techniques. You will also 

learn how to make, use, store and revive an 

indigo dye-bath.

Useful Plant Material
the craft groups  at Plant craft cottage enjoy liaising with RBGV garden staff and the 

plant material that the staff supply for our many and varied projects is always welcome.  

the Basketry Group looks 

forward each year to  receiving  

Cornus alba prunings, with those 

rich red flexible stems that 

weave into wonderful creations. 

To complement the Garden 

Group’s make-over of our fish pond, 

this year we have used the Cornus 

cuttings to make a lovely decorative 

lid. The goldfish are much happier 

now – protected from the birds – 

and when they look up, they see 

the sky through a unique, practical 

piece of basketry!  

The generous supply of cuttings  

also enabled us to use them to 

create interesting wreaths and 

mobiles in the recent children’s 

workshop.

Plant Craft Cottage members 

host an annual Gardeners’ Lunch 

which is a great opportunity to say 

‘thank you’ to the gardeners and for 

them to see how their cuttings are 

put to good use. 

Lydia Beshara

Basket made by Lyn Brown & Lydia Beshara

  

plant crafts
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by Michael Hare, convener

Nursery sale DaTes

The nursery sale days for summer 

are 9 December, 3 February and 

3 March from 8 am to 1 pm. Don’t 

forget membership cards and carry 

bags. 

sPrING PlaNT sale

When the Growing Friends 

agreed to participate in the 

Botanic & Rare Plant Fair we 

hoped that the Fair would 

induce new customers to visit 

the Sale and that some would 

join the Friends; in fact 34 did.

The layout of the Sale, near the old Observatory, displayed 

the plants to advantage but the joker in the pack was the 

weather. Heavy rain arrived at 11:30 am on Saturday morning 

and thereafter intermittent showers and cold blustery winds 

assailed the visitors. However, they came, and continued to 

come, so that the takings for Saturday set a record. The ‘star 

plant’ of the day was Pilea peperomioides, the stock of about 

sixty plants was sold by late morning. Sunday was better, with 

just a few showers in the morning. Again the customers ignored 

the inclement conditions and purchased many plants including 

two large specimens – a cycad and a vireya.

Overall the sale was a great success, not only because 

a new record for total income was set, but also because a 

significant number of the visitors had not previously attended or 

enjoyed a Growing Friends’ Plant Sale.

The raffle provided additional interest and the winners were:-

•	 Victor Gago: Yellow Clivia and ‘Lives of the Great Gardeners’ 

by Stephan Anderton. (Both donated by the Growing Friends)

•	 Tim Stone: Garden secateurs and ‘Secret Gardens’ by 

Alain Le Toquin. (Tools donated by Growing Friends; book 

donated by RBGV Garden Shop)

•	 Mary Bull: Planter Box, etc, and ‘Influential Australian 

Garden People: their stories’ by Dr Anne Vale. (Planter box, 

etc, donated by Town & Country Garden Nursery, Malvern; 

book donated by Dr. Anne Vale)

Below: Plants set out and clearly signed so that buyers had every chance of a good choice.

Bottom left:  Even the rain did not prevent enthusiasts from buying plants and seeking 
information from the Growing Friends.

Bottom right:  Happy shoppers depar tng through the Growing Friends’ exit tent.

growing friends
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All in together 
On a very cold, wet and blustery weekend in late October, 

garden enthusiasts came to the Melbourne Gardens in their 

thousands to experience this extraordinary event. The photos 

on these pages give some idea of the range of plants and 

garden-related merchandise available, and the dedication and 

commitment of the people responsible for making sure it all 

worked.

Congratulations to the organising committee and their 

persistence in realising the event and to the various exhibitors 

for their support of the enterprise. Perhaps this can become an 

annual event.

The images below show the RBGV entrance tent, the Friends’ and Diggers’ Membership tents 
(all three par tners in the Botanic and Rare Plant Fair) and the scope of the under taking.  
Photos: Adnan Mansour

botanic and rare plant fair
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growing friends

Above left: The sign near the entrance 
tent. 

Above right: Sarracenias, epiphytes 
and orchids being sold by Australian 
Orchid Nursery.

Centre left : Hancock’s Daffodils.

Centre right: Wire sculptures from 
exhibitor Wired for Living. 
Photo: Mali Wilson

Below:left: Satisfied customers on their 
way home with bounty,

Below right: Customers gathering 
helpful gardening information at the 
lecture tent.

Landscape photos by Adnan Mansour.

botanic and rare plant fair
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classes
Term 1, 2017 will start in the 

week beginning Saturday 28 

January.

Classes of 8 weeks per term will 

be held:

evening: tuesday 

Daytime: Monday, 

Wednesday, thursday and 

saturday

(two sessions each day 2.5hr) 

Sunday (one 2.5hr session) 

Friday (one 3hr session)

2.5hr classes:  

 Friends: $272 

non-members: $333

3hr classes:  

 Friends: $318

non-members: $379

We strongly recommend that 

students without prior experience 

in botanical illustration complete 

a Beginners’ Workshop before 

entering Term classes.

Whirlybirds
The Whirlybirds is a group of 

Botanical Artists who meet 

in the Whirling Room on 

Tuesdays. We share ideas and 

support without a tutor.

We are now enrolling for 

ten- week sessions each term 

and there are four terms per 

year. The first term for 2017 for 

Whirlybirds commences on 

Tuesday 7 February.

The cost is $88 for the full 

term and $33 for 3 casual 

meetings per term.

We have vacancies in the 

afternoon group from 1pm 

to 4pm and you are most 

welcome to join us.

If you are interested please 

call Sandra Sanger on 

9598 9532.

Workshops
All workshops will include morning 

and afternoon tea but not lunch.

beginners’ workshop
with dianne Emery

tuesday 3, Wednesday 4, 

thursday 5, Friday 6 January

10am to 4pm

        Friends $349

non-members $410

beginners’ workshop 
with mali moir

tuesday 10, Wednesday 11, 

thursday 12 and Friday 13 

January 

10am to 4pm

Friends:  $349 

non-members:  $410

These intensive four-day 

courses provide an introduction 

to botanical art via pencil and 

watercolour. Students will begin to 

develop skills in outline drawing, 

foreshortening, tonal work and 

rendering of surfaces, basic 

colour work and paint application.

The cost of each course 

includes equipment to be used 

during the workshop - drawing 

materials, paint, watercolour 

paper and brushes.

translucence, 
highlights and bloom 
with dianne Emery

Monday 16, tuesday 17 and 

Wednesday 18 January

10am to 4pm

Friends:  $335 

non-members:  $396

In this workshop we will work 

on techniques to capture 

the beautiful appearance 

of translucence on small 

fruit such as redcurrants, 

grapes or raspberries. We 

will also work on creating the 

highlights to suggest satin 

or shiny surfaces of fruits 

such as strawberries and 

the application of a ‘bloom’ 

on plums or grapes. This 

workshop will be suitable for 

all students except beginners. 

A materials list will be 

available from the Friends’ 

Office.

perception, visual 
thinking, design and 
composition: 
a process of perceiving 
with helen burrows

Monday 23, tuesday 24 and 

Wednesday 25 January

10am to 4pm

Friends:  $335 

non-members:  $396

This three-day workshop, 

conducted by Friends’ tutor 

Helen Burrows, will be both 

fun and thought-provoking, 

allowing students to experience 

and give meaning to stimuli 

using the elements of design. 

The interpretation of selected 

information and visual 

thinking exercises have been 

planned by Helen through a 

prescribed sequence of steps. 

Organisation of the information 

through the senses, using 

problem-solving techniques, 

will result in students producing a 

finished composition by the end 

of the workshop.

Helen says: ‘An 

understanding of your 

personal perceptions, 

experiences and values needs 

to be achieved.’ 

Above: Grapes and Raspberries by Dianne 
Emery.

Below: Strawberry and Grapes by Dianne 
Emery

Right: Clivia miniata by Helen Burrows

all classes and workshops will be held in the whirling room studio, obsErvatorY gatE.

for bookings and further information, please contact the friends’ office on 9650 6398.

illustrators 
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.

Above: Some examples of effects achieved by Rowena Von Moger with banksia and 
bottlebrush specimens.

Left: Examples of work achieved by Georgina Ponce de Leon

Below left: Marina Alber t and Simon Deere fixing and hanging their works to dry.

Below right: Samples of Marina Alber t’s work.

Students all remarked on the fun they had had experimenting with this process.

 illustrators

cyanotype Workshop 
Cyanotype is a photographic printing process that produces 

a cyan-blue print. Engineers used the process well into the 

twentieth century as a simple and low-cost process to produce 

copies of drawings referred to as blueprints. 

On this page are some of the results of the Cyanotype 

Workshop recently conducted by Christine Johnson.

Students reported that the experience had been both 

interesting and informative. It had begun with their learning 

how to chemically infuse papers with the necessary ingredients 

to create photochemical reactions when exposed to sunlight 

or ultra-violet light for no more than 15 minutes. The resulting 

exposures were then washed with fixative to create the artworks 

shown on this page. 

It was also reported that Christine Johnson had shared her 

knowledge and experience freely with her class, and suggested 

websites for them to explore to further their knowledge of the 

process. Her students were very appreciative of her help.
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Winners of the celia Rosser Medal for 2016

Above left: Strelitzia nicolai dried flower 
by Paul Rovis.

Centre left: Davidia involucrata,

Below left: Acacia melanoxylon both by 
Mar ta Salamon

These ar tworks earned Celia Rosser 
medalsfor both Paul Rovis and Mar ta 
Salamon.

Above: Paeonia suffruticosa ‘Tamafuyo’ by Dianne 
Emery. This Celia Rosser medal-winning painting was 
purchased for the State Botanical Collection.

Below: This painting of Gastrolobium celsianum - 
Swan River Pea by Terry Napier was purchased for 
the State Botanical Collection.

This year’s The Art of Botanical Illustration 

Exhibition: A New Direction, featured 175 
paintings chosen from 325 entries.The 
outstanding standard of work reflected the 
organisng committee’s challenge to the 
ar tists to produce ar twork which was both 
scientifically accurate and visually exciting. 
The consensus of visitors was that this 
ambition had been achieved.

The exhibition was opened by Mr Andrew 
Howard QC, husband of the Governor 
of Victoria, the Hon. Linda Dessau, who 
declined due to illness. Among remarks 
made by Mr. Howard was the observation 
that one painting of a Chrysanthemum 
clearly resembled a wigged judge viewed 
from behind! Both the ar tist and the 
audience applauded the accuracy of the 
observation.

Ar tist Celia Rosser – well-known for her 
three-volume monograph The Banksias – 
was on hand to meet the ar tists who were 
awarded medals and honourable mentions. 

These pages reflect the quality of the work 
in the exhibition.

Below: Jennifer Taranto’s ar twork of Solanum 

melongona - Egglant earned her an Honorable mention, 
and was also purchased for the State Botanical Collection.

illustrators
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Below left: Painting of Malus domestica ‘Akane’ 
Top right: Ficus carica - Black Genoa Figs 
Centre right: Rubus fruticosus - Blackberry leaf 

All painted by Vicki Philipson  

Far right: Cladia retipora - Coral Lichen, Snow Lichen by Merle McIntyre.

Below left: Caladenia fulva - Spider Orchid
Centre:  Sarcochilus sp.
Below right:  Banksia ericifolia 

All painted by Sandra Sanger. 

Facing page bottom right: Jennifer Taranto’s Solanum melongoma - 
Eggplant.

Honorable Mentions  – celia Rosser Medal for 2016

illustrators
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I applied for a Friends of the RBGV scholarship in 2015 

in order to continue gaining practical experience in tree 

management. With the support of this scholarship I also 

attended the 2nd International conference on Urban tree 

Diversity which was held in Melbourne in February 2016. I 

was also able to attend short courses in Quantitative tree 

Risk Assessment (QtRA) and Visual tree Assessment (VtA). 

QTRA is a well-recognised tree risk assessment model 

that is used throughout the world by tree managers ‘…..as 

a methodology for the probabilistic assessment of risk from 

falling trees’ (QTRA 2015). VTA is the practice of evaluating the 

form, structure and vigour of a tree in order to assess its overall 

condition and the potential for future failures. 

By combining the skills learnt from these courses with my 

previous academic training and work experience, I’ve been 

able to significantly build on my ability to provide best practice 

arboricultural advice. 

The conference included sessions on the selection of urban 

trees, ecosystems, services provided by diverse urban trees and 

diverse socio-ecological perspectives, values and engagement 

with urban trees and related topics.

Having the opportunity to network and discuss the latest best 

practice techniques and approaches to urban tree management 

with arborists, urban tree managers and academics from 

around the world provided a huge inspiration and a wonderful 

opportunity to learn and develop in a field I am passionate 

about: the proper care of trees from seed to senescence.

Since completing the scholarship I have been able to undertake 

a ten-week secondment at the RBGV Melbourne Gardens as 

Curator of Arboriculture. This rich and rewarding opportunity gave 

me the chance to put into practice much of what I have learned.  

I was recently offered, and after much consideration have 

accepted, a position as a consulting arborist with a highly 

regarded arboriculture company in Perth. While it is difficult for 

me to leave the RBGV, this new role is a marvellous opportunity 

to continue to develop and grow as an arborist. I have no doubt 

the skills and knowledge gained through this scholarship have 

helped to prepare me for this next phase of my career as well 

as supporting the evolution of arboricultural management at 

the Cranbourne Gardens. I feel very privileged to have had 

this opportunity and will certainly continue to develop my 

arboricultural knowledge over the years ahead. Please accept 

my sincere thanks for supporting me in my professional 

development as an arborist.

charlie Firth   

coordinator of Horticulture, cranbourne Gardens

Charlie in the branches of a Cedrus deodara while working at the RBGV Melbourne Gardens.
Photo: Jim Shugg

Below: Charlie pruning Ligustrum lucidum ‘Tricolour’ in the RBGV Melbourne Gardens. 
Photo: Jim Shugg

At Right: VTA course group discussing tree responses to decay and structural defects. 
Photo: Charlie Fir th

gardenscholarship
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John Arnott - Manager Horticulture at Cranbourne Gardens says,

‘There have been numerous and ongoing benefits to the RBGV 

associated with Charlie completing the Friends’ Scholarship. 

Firstly, having a dedicated onsite arboricultural focus has elevated 

the importance of the need for sound and well-considered 

arboricultural management of the Australian Garden, trees 

associated with other horticultural landscapes and the Cranbourne 

Bushland. Charlie’s passion and developing arboricultural 

knowledge have been greatly enhanced by the package of training 

that the Friends supported. In particular the Quantitative Tree Risk 

Assessment and Visual Tree Assessment training that Charlie 

undertook allowed him to complete a thorough (in-house) tree 

risk assessment of the Cranbourne Gardens with sound and well-

considered recommendations for management actions. 

Our Curatorial Management Plans for each of the 

Australian Garden precincts now have a dedicated 

chapter on Arboricultural Objectives which details ongoing 

recommendations for tree management and how to marry 

design objectives with arboricultural best practice. Charlie has 

been the champion for this initiative and gained additional 

confidence to do so through targeted training.  

 Not only did attending the International Conference of Urban 

Tree Diversity provided Charlie with wonderful opportunities 

for networking, but also to be exposed to world leading and 

cutting-edge arboricultural practices. Applications for some of 

what Charlie learned from the conference have already been 

actively explored - in particular the importance of caring for 

veteran trees (our senescent Nuytsia floribunda) and some 

urban design principles around maintaining trees on roadsides 

through multidisciplinary approaches to landscape construction/

development. 

Thank you to the Melbourne Friends – we genuinely 

appreciate your support for the professional development of 

horticultural (and other) staff at the Cranbourne Gardens. 

report
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Bursaria Insects
Among the lesser known common names for Bursaria 

spinosa cav. is ‘native Privet’ and that is not surprising 

when you see it in flower in late December and January. It 

is a small tree or shrub in the family Pittosporaceae and 

it bears masses of fragrant white flowers. there are 40 

examples in the RBG Victoria Melbourne Gardens [http://

data.rbg.vic.gov.au/rbgcensus/index.php/census/species_

detail/1859]. 

On a warm day a census of insects feeding on the flowers 

will reveal numerous species of flies, wasps, beetles and bees 

both native and introduced. These are mostly generalist feeders 

on nectar or pollen and will, therefore, be found on other plants 

as well. However, there are some insect species that are totally 

dependent on Bursaria and each has an interesting story to tell.

The best known insect which relies on Bursaria is the Eltham 

Copper Butterfly Paralucia pyrodiscus lucida. It lays its eggs on 

a plant and, when they hatch, the caterpillars are tended by a 

particular species of ant. During the day the caterpillars shelter 

in the ants’ nest at the base of the plant, and after dusk the ants 

shepherd the caterpillars up the stem to feed on the leaves. The 

reward for the ant is drops of a sugary solution which it milks 

from glands near the rear of the caterpillar.

There were anecdotal accounts that female moths chose to 

lay on a dwarf form of Bursaria so that the larvae didn’t have 

long travel distances to feed, and also there was a second 

generation of moths each season that were smaller. Many 

nights of careful observation showed that the ants had an 

overwhelming fidelity to their own plant: even when a branch 

of another plant touched their twig they would not move their 

caterpillars across. This meant that, if there were too many 

caterpillars on that bush, it could become completely defoliated. 

It wasn’t until the plant regenerated, which Bursaria does very 

well, that the caterpillars could re-start feeding. The small 

butterflies late in the season were those that had been food-

deprived; they were not fast developing progeny of the first 

butterflies to emerge that season. The bushes were therefore 

not a dwarf form of the plant, they were kept pruned by grazing. 

In the following season, if they hosted no caterpillars, they grew 

to normal height. Two myths resolved.

At times you may see the tips of Bursaria leaves transformed 

into fleshy galls. A year later they will still be there but will be 

black and dried. If you open one up, with some magnification, 

you will see that the gall is caused by one of the tube-tailed 

thrips from the subfamily Phlaeothripinae. (Thrips is like sheep, 

it is plural and singular). You would think that, with a name of 

Teuchothrips bursariicola (now a synonym), that species would 

be an ideal candidate. The species name means inhabitant of 

Bursaria. The thrips was first described in Bursaria galls in 1928 

associated with another thrips, Eothrips bursariae. T. bursariicola 

(now T. ater) is the minor pest which induces leaf-rolled galls on 

Pittosporum undulatum and its reported association in the galls 

of Eothrips (now Neocecidothrips) bursariae was an example of 

kleptoparasitism. Kleptoparasitism (literally, parasitism by theft) 

occurs when one animal takes prey or other food from another. 

In this case it is shelter from aridity or predators from within the 

gall that is stolen. So, the rightful owner of our gall is most likely 

to be Neocecidothrips bursariae.

The Fairy Longhorn Moth Nemophora sparsella is tiny and 

metallic-looking with the male having very long antennae. A 

female inserts an egg into a flower bud of Bursaria with her 

piercing ovipositor and the larva constructs a portable case 

within the seed case of the flower, feeding on the developing 

seeds. Sometimes, on a sunny day, you might see a cloud of 

insects dancing above the Bursaria flowerhead. Sampling has 

shown it to be predominantly composed of male Nemophora. 

It seems to be the equivalent of a lek, most commonly known 

from bird behaviour, where it is a traditional place for males to 

assemble during the mating season and engage in competitive 

displays that attract females. Here it is held just above the 

valuable breeding resource. Additionally, a chance photograph 

of an ichneumonid wasp on a Bursaria capsule raised some 

interesting thoughts. The subfamily containing the parasitoid 

wasps of the moth family in which Nemophora sits is not known 

in Australia. Expert advice from the London Natural History 

Museum names two possible other subfamilies, neither of 

which has been recorded parasitising this moth family. More 

observations are needed.

Ian endersby

botanic
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Facing Page:  Eltham Copper Butter fly adult.

Above left: Fairy Longhorn Moth. 

Below left: Eltham Copper caterpillar attended by ants.

Above right: Bursaria thrips gall.        Photos: Ian Endersby

Right: This is an Ichneumon wasp. She appears to be using her antennae to 
sense the contents of the Sweet Bursaria seed pods. 
           Photo: Linda Rogan.

hexapods
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At the beginning of september – the first day of spring – 

about 45 members of the Friends boarded a bus to visit 

the Bellarine Peninsula and some of its gardens.

Garden 1 – Arilpa at Point Lonsdale.

This is a Trust for Nature-managed garden. Once the seaside 

retreat of Australia’s second Prime Minister, Alfred Deakin, this 

tract of land nestles into a hollow near the beach, and is slowly 

being cleared of introduced weeds, including exotic grasses, 

oxalis, and lemon-scented gums. These last were planted 

along the drive early in the garden’s history, so are a species 

introduced to the area and hence, technically, ‘weeds’. They 

have grown incredibly tall, and are subject to limb-dropping 

during high winds, so plans are afoot to remove them. Another  

weed scattered throughout the property is the freesia, escaped 

from one clump planted many years ago.

The day was overcast, which prevented the many drifts of 

orchids from displaying at their best. There were three types 

blooming for us, and all three when viewed as individuals 

were very difficult to see and appreciate, but a totally different 

prospect when viewed in drifts. 

We were introduced to members of Trust for Nature, local nursery 

owners who propagate grass trees for the property, lecturers from 

nearby Deakin University, a botanist, gardeners and volunteers – 

about nine personnel forming a very necessary support team for the 

continued health of the garden. These people acted as our guides. 

A catalogue of about 64 plants growing was handed to each visitor, 

and some plants had been very thoughtfully tagged with a number 

corresponding to the list to help us identify them.

It is very difficult to walk carefully when one knows there 

are native orchids about. They are only about 6 inches high in 

most places, and not brightly coloured, but so exciting to see, 

as are several other tiny plants including the twining fringe-

lily: Thysanotus patersonii. There was also plenty of small-leaf 

Clematis microphylla in bloom for us and the garden is full of 

Xanthorrhoea australis. If one accidentally brushes against this 

plant the leaves whisper musically as they realign themselves. 

There were several new seedlings of the grass tree in evidence, 

growing, we were told, about one centimetre per year. So, a 

grass tree about a metre high must be 100 years old. There 

were several as tall as this!

Garden 2 – the old Vicarage

This was a very different garden laid out in a more formal style 

featuring clipped box-hedges around the beds and mostly 

deciduous trees. The owner told us the garden is a mainly 

spring-summer flowering delight, but I remember being told as a 

gardening tyro that a good garden could always be recognised 

by its underlying structure and this is such a garden. It would be 

great to re-visit when everything is flowering.

There was plenty to see – the pear espaliered over the metal 

archway at the bottom of the back garden; the young Magnolia 

‘Black Tulip’ in flower; the lovely chook run containing very pretty 

speckled hens of heritage breeds; the magnificent old metal 

gates artfully included in the garden plan, sited against a rock 

wall, and fixed slightly ajar to feature a small garden statue on 

a plinth against the wall. When restoring, most of us might have 

consigned these gates to the skip, but they have been placed 

with great imagination and a sense of design. 

There was a secluded patio sited under an old South African 

Flame Tree which created a sheltered niche for a huge pot of 

orchids – about 10 sprays cascading at around shoulder height. 

Another large pot of orchids was visible through the windows 

of the conservatory/family room at the back of the house. Also 

growing under the tree were New Zealand Rock Orchids and the 

night-flowering cactus ‘The Lady of the Night’.

Lunch was held at a historic 

venue - Queenscliff General Store 

Cafe - where the café owner, Joelene 

McDonald, had kindly closed her 

business to the general public in order 

to accommodate us all. It was a very 

happy, talkative group of Friends 

who occupied the seats and tables 

to eat a very pleasant light lunch and 

animatedly discuss what we had seen 

during the morning. The building had 

once been a general store/provisions 

store and there were stables next door 

which are now part of the premises. 

The original cellar, from which stock 

feed was sold, is still under the shop 

floor in the area where we lunched. 

Joelene says when she grew up in 

bellarine peninsula
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some of the boundaries. Over100 trees have 

been removed from the house garden area, on 

advice from Heritage Victoria, as the trees were 

either diseased, dying or dead.

 There was a large display of historical material 

laid out for us to enjoy, but also an unrenovated 

gardener’s cottage/shed, which gave some idea 

of the extent of damage sustained by the house 

over the years. The restoration has been very 

lovingly and carefully managed so far and the 

derelict building is the next big project on the 

owners’ to-do list.

Also necessary throughout the grounds is 

protection for the plants against rabbits. As we 

were leaving in the bus, they were in evidence 

feeding on cleared land around the area – there 

is extensive property development nearby. 

The rabbits were very large and seemed quite 

unconcerned at the human presence and the amount of 

passing traffic.

Luckily for us, the rain held off until we were safely back in 

the bus ready to travel home.

An outing like this requires a great deal of planning and 

research if it is to be successful. Thanks are due to each of the 

owners who so willingly allowed us to visit their properties, and 

also to all the support staff, and the members of the Events 

Committee, and their Convener, Robyn Robins. I am still hearing 

people who were there saying to each other, ‘Wasn’t that a great 

trip? Did you see …..?’

Meg Miller
Facing page: Members exploring the native plantings at Arilpa.
Top: The South American Flame Tree sheltering the orchids at the Vicarage.
Bottom: The house, kitchen cour tyard and Lillipilli hedge at Coriyule.

Many thanks to members Adnan Mansour and Edward Brentnall for sharing their photos.

Queenscliff the business was always a milkbar and she had her 

first job there as a 13-year-old.

Garden 3 – coriyule at Drysdale – a surprise addition.

Coriyule is historically significant as a reminder of the 

partnership of the women squatters Anne Drysdale and Caroline 

Newcomb, who were important in the history of squatting in 

Victoria. It is a remarkable reflection of the close involvement 

of women in a pioneering pastoral enterprise. The ladies’ 

surnames live on in the Geelong area. They are also well-

remembered for having built a sturdy stone house with specially-

designed casement window sashes in a diamond pattern.

The present owners have been working with Heritage Victoria 

in restoring the house and gardens to their former glory. The 

biggest challenge, garden-wise, is the need to protect the site 

from the harsh winds sweeping up the hill from Corio Bay.

Part of the new plan includes 

recycling all the household 

storm- and waste-water through a 

bioreactor system, and grading of 

the land so that it slopes away from 

the house and cellar. This water is 

nutrient-rich, ideal for sustaining 

these gardens, and water has 

been piped to taps 300 metres 

apart around the perimeter of the 

estate. We were treated to the sight 

of a Lillipilli hedge enclosing the 

kitchen garden and courtyard on 

the south side of the house; an 

elm thicket; a new lawn planting 

featuring predominantly oaks of 

various species; and perimeter 

plantings, mostly native, along 

exploration
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travel for five to six days without stopping. As far as we know, that 

is the longest unbroken journey of any creature on Earth. When 

they do stop to rest, they rely on food sources and protection 

across the flight path.

We can predict the shorebirds’ visit as surely as we can 

expect the warm hues of autumn leaves on Oak Lawn. But what 

happens when the natural patterns are disrupted? What if, one 

summer, the shorebirds do not arrive?

Baker’s aerial seascapes and landscapes are at the same 

time serene and distressing. Something sublimely beautiful is 

in imminent danger of collapse. Coastal development threatens 

the ability of the birds to refuel. One of Baker’s artworks depicts 

the Godwits flying in V formation across a sea of blue. In the 

next artwork, the birds circle land below, struggling to find a 

place to rest because ‘the places they remember are gone’. 

Baker spent ten years researching the Godwit. Now, there is 

an urgency to the project. In the past five years, 65 per cent of 

the Godwits’ feeding habitats have been destroyed.

For two months, from Thursday 16 March until Sunday 14 May 

2017, Baker’s works will transform Domain House into a place that 

celebrates the extraordinary flight of these fascinating shorebirds. 

Art such as this provides a hopeful place to explore the changing 

world – it can stir conversation and inspire in its audience a 

reconnection to the ecosystem of which we are a part. Jeannie 

Baker’s Circle is delivered at a time that calls for change for the sake 

of the shorebirds and their habitats. We hope to see you there. 

ella Mulvey (Public Programs, Melbourne Gardens)

Jeannie Baker and the circle of Life
“Everything in nature is interdependent and connected 

and the changes we make in one place can cause a chain 

reaction in other places, even at the opposite end of the 

world. The challenge we face now is how to live our lives 

without destroying the places that are crucial to the 

shorebirds’ ancient, wondrous Circle of Life.” Jeannie Baker

Next March, the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria in partnership 

with the Melbourne Friends are hosting Jeannie Bakers’ travelling 

exhibition of her long-anticipated picture book, Circle.

Baker uses intricate details to depict a larger story of place, 

humanity and ecological destruction. The beautifully illustrated 

collages follow the migration of the Bar-tailed Godwits (Limosa 

lapponica baueri) from the Arctic icebergs in the north to tropical 

golden beaches in the south, across thousands of kilometres of 

Pacific Ocean.

The exhibition at Domain House will coincide with the departure 

of the migratory shorebirds, as they take flight and begin their 

journey to the Arctic in March-April. Up to five million shorebirds 

will have lodged in Australia for the summer, feasting on insects, 

worms, crustaceans and fish on the tidelines and mudflats, 

sometimes growing up to double their size for the epic journey 

ahead. What might seem like an ephemeral summer visit is really 

part of a recurring migration of shorebirds to and from the breeding 

grounds in the Arctic Tundra. The birds will take the East-Asian 

Australasian Flyway, one of nine migratory flyways. This Flyway 

is spread across twenty-two countries from Bangladesh and 

Myanmar in the west, Australia and New Zealand in the south, 

and in the north, the Russian Arctic and Alaska. Think of this as a 

highway in the sky, with turn-offs, detours, fast lanes (shorebirds fly 

over 60km per hour) and rest stops. The Bar-tailed Godwits can 

Jeannie Baker uses natural materials when possible to create collages. In Circle she 
experiments with wax for the sea and ice and goose down for the clouds.

jeannie 
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To find out more about shorebirds go to: http://www.eaaflyway.net/

or http://birdlife.org.au/projects/shorebirds-2020

Australia has 36 species of migratory shorebirds that use the 

flyway annually. 

The exhibition of this astounding artwork will be held from 

Thursday 16 March – Sunday 14 May, 2017 and will be a part of 

the Art + Climate = Change 2017 Festival. 

Please keep the following dates free:

16 March 2-3.30 pm, Volunteer training.

17 March 4.30-5.30 pm, Children’s event with Jeannie.

17 March 6.30-8 pm, A Presentation with Jeannie.

The Friends are asking for volunteers to help staff the exhibition 

in Domain House from 10 am to 3 pm on Thursdays, Fridays 

and Saturdays for its duration. (Closed on Good Friday and 

Easter Sunday).If you are interested in assisting, please contact 

Jacqui Hawkins at jandjhawkins2015@gmail.com or by phone 

on 0432 229 919. Volunteers will have a special opportunity to 

meet Jeannie Baker, the artist.

baker
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the Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne Inc.

was formed to stimulate further interest in the Gardens 

and the national Herbarium and to support and assist 

them whenever possible.

Patron 
The Honourable  
Linda Dessau AO 
Governor of Victoria

President

Vice-President

Secretary
Adnan Mansour

Treasurer

Immediate Past 

President
Sally Hirst

Council
Professor Tim Entwisle
Dr Richard Kirsner
Lynsey Poore
Jan Rosenberg
Richard Smith
Mary Ward
Robert Wright

CONVENERS

Botanical Illustrators
Joanna Brownell

Events
Robyn Robins

Growing Friends
Michael Hare

Information Technology 

Dr Richard Kirsner

Membership & Marketing

Lee Tregloan

Plant Craft Cottage 
Phyl Knaggs 

Heather Schroeder

Volunteers
Jacqui Hawkins

Friends’ Trust Fund
Maurice Castro
Peter Griffin
Peter Kelly
Janet Thomson OAM

December

9 Nursery Visit –10.30 am p9

18 PCC Sunday Open Day 10 am to 3 pm 

 January

3 Beginners’ Workshop – Dianne Emery p12

10 Beginners’ Workshop – Mali Moir p12

15 PCC Sunday Open Day – 10 am to 3 pm  p8

16 Translucence Workshop – Dianne Emery p12

23 Perception Workshop – Helen Burroughs p12

28 Term Classes begin p12

February

2 The Magic of Lotus – Fit Friends’ Ramble p6

3  Friday Plant Sale – 8 am to 1 pm  p9

7 Whirlybirds reconvene p12

7 Chinese New Year – Insiders’ Walk p7

14 Valentine’s Day – Bus Trip p7

19 PCC Sunday Open Day – 10 am to 3 pm  p8

23 Evening Bird Walk – Insiders’ Walk p7

25 PCC Shibori Workshop p8

March

3 Friday Plant Sale – 8 am to 1 pm  p9

4 PCC Shibori Workshop   p8

8 Japanese Gardens  – Illustrated Talk p7

Note: The Friends’ Inclement Weather Policy states that outdoor events may be 

cancelled and the Nursery will not be open for sales if the temperature is predicted to 

be 33ºC or above.

The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne, Inc. complies with the Australian 

Privacy Principles for the collection and use of personal information.
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