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by Cathy Trinca

Another busy year has passed for the Friends. We have 

celebrated our thirtieth birthday in style, commemorated 

100 years since William Guilfoyle died, held our world 

class biennial ‘The Art of Botanical Illustration’ 

exhibition, and  two highly successful plant sales. Our 

amazing volunteers have propagated and gardened, 

written and edited, thought and planned, organised and 

hosted, painted and exhibited, as well as helped run our 

office and pack newsletters. I congratulate you all for 

your dedication and hard work so the Friends can be what 

they are today.

I was delighted to announce our Volunteer Service Awards 

at last month’s Annual General Meeting, given to volunteers for 

continuous service to the Friends. Congratulations and thank you!

Two of our long-serving Council members retired at the AGM. 

Maurice Castro has faithfully served as our Treasurer for the 

past 10 years. With his careful guidance and calm assurance 

we always knew the Friends were in safe hands. Maurice will 

continue to serve as a Trustee of the Friends’ Trust Fund. I 

welcome our new Treasurer, Angela Mitchell, elected at the 

AGM, and wish her a long and happy association with the 

Friends. Angela, a qualified Chartered Accountant, has had a 

long career in Finance and the Insurance Industry. The other 

Councillor to retire was senior Vice President, Susie Brookes, 

who served on Council for ten years, as well as 

convening the Events Committee and chairing the Operations 

Committee. Susie has been an inspiration to us all, and her 

knowledge and experience will be greatly missed. I thank both 

Susie and Maurice for their contribution to the Friends. We 

welcome Susan Chandler into the role of Senior Vice-President 

and Chair of the Operations Committee.

At the AGM I was pleased and proud to announce this year’s 

winners of the Friends’ Scholarships, financed by the Friends’ 

Trust Fund. Each year one or more members of the RBG staff 

receive support for their projects to the value of $10,000. This 

year’s winners were Catherine Gallagher, Pina Milne and Millie 

Wee. I congratulate them and wish them every success with 

their chosen projects, details of which are on the opposite 

page and on the Support page of the Friends’ website. I also 

announced the Friends’ Helen McLellan Research Grant for 

2012 for a project entitled: Gardening Beyond our Boundary 

to be carried out by Dr David Kendal (Australian Research 

Centre for Urban Ecology) and Ms Sharon Willoughby (RBG 

Cranbourne). I look forward to reading and hearing about all 

these projects on their completion.

The hard-working Growing Friends’ plant sale in early 

October, raised about $25,000. In addition, the raffle raised 

$627 and seventeen new members were enrolled.

We have just held our eleventh The Art of Botanical Illustration 

exhibition opened byJohn Patrick. The Celia Rosser Medal was 

presented to Beverley Lewis and Merle McIntyre and some 

very excited artists had their work purchased by the RBG for 

the State Botanical Collection, with funds provided by both the 

Friends and the Director’s Circle.

�Having farewelled our departing Director of 20 years, Philip 

Moors, to whom we wish all the best on his retirement, the 

Friends are delighted to welcome Professor Tim Entwisle, as the 

new Director and Chief Executive of the Royal Botanic Gardens 

and look forward to meeting and working with him.�

I also look forward to seeing and chatting with many of you at 

our Friends’ Christmas Cocktail Party at Gardens House on 

6 December.

I wish you all the best for the festive season, safe holidays 

and a happy new year.

Front cover image: Aloe barbera 
Photo: Lynsey Poore

Right: Friends illustrator Sue 
Boxshall’s painting of Isopogon 

formosus x latifolius ‘Candy Cones’ 
which was purchased by the RBG 
Board as their gift to Dr Philip Moors 
on his retirement.
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2013: Friends’ scholarship Winners

Above left: Catherine Gallagher, Plant 
Sciences and Biodiversity Division 
Project: Botanical Nomenclature training 
course at RBG Kew 
Photo: Pina Milne.

Above: Pina Milne, Plant Sciences and 
Biodiversity Division 
Project: John Child Bryophyte and Lichen 
workshop 
Photo: Catherine Gallagher.

Left: Millie Wee, Melbourne Gardens 
Division  
Project: Study Tour of Queensland’s Botanic 
Gardens for development of the RBG Palm 
and Bamboo Collection  
Photo: David Robbins.

Friends’ Helen McLellan Research Grant
Dr David Kendal and Sharon Willoughby. Project: ‘Gardening beyond our boundary’ exploring 
the influence the Australian garden at RBG Cranbourne is having on home gardeners. 
Photo: Joanne Ainley

Annual General Meeting
At the 26th Annual General Meeting held on Monday 12 

November Council members Susie Brookes, vice-president, 

Maurice Castro, treasurer, and Dr Philip Moors representing 

the the RBG retired from Council. Cathy Trinca was re-elected 

President, Angela Mitchell was elected treasurer, Lee Tregloan 

as an ordinary member and Peter Kelly, Irwin Newman and  

Richard  Smith were re-elected to Council as ordinary members.

At the close of the meeting, the President announced 

voluntary service awards to the following: 10 years - Rosemary 

Ball, Maurice Castro, Mary Hicks, Helen Johnston, Meg Miller 

and Irwin Newman. 15 years - June Cherrey and Virginia 

Morrison . 20 years - Joanna Brownell, Alwynne Fairweather, 

Mary Gregory and Heather Ironmonger. 30 years - Frank Phillips.

Dr David Kendal spoke about ARCUE, the Australian 

Research Centre for Urban Ecology which, although part of 

the RBG, is based at the School of Botany at the University of 

Melbourne. David explained that while usual ecological studies 

occur away from cities and towns, since just over half the 

world’s population is now urbanised, it has become necessary 

to think about the impact of increases in population compressed 

into smaller spaces. Scientists at ARCUE study the effects of 

busy roads on both ourselves and wildlife whose habitat has 

been affected by the road; the rise of plants becoming weeds; 

the need to plant native taxa in domestic gardens to encourage 

bird life; comparison of ecologies of different cities; and what 

values become important to policy makers in cities and towns.

from the friends
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by Heather Ironmonger

While casually flipping through the employment pages of 

The Age, Dr Philip Moors came across an advertisement for 

Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens. Importantly it did 

not specify a botany qualification, but was identified as a 

‘science management’ position which neatly matched his 

experience. He decided to ‘give it a go’ and his application 

was successful. so began a 20-year term at the RBG which 

ended with Phil’s retirement on 4 november.

He was aware that the institution’s problems in the preceding 

decade had led to a government inquiry. But he also realised 

that the resulting RBG Act delivered independence from 

bureaucracy for the first time. (It had previously been a small unit 

in a large government department.) Phil describes this as the 

single most important administrative development in the history 

of the Gardens. “It was absolutely crucial, by giving us the ability 

to be flexible, be entrepreneurial and to take up opportunities as 

they occurred. It empowered us to undertake the revitalisation of 

the Gardens.” At that time the RBG had a budget of $5.6m and 

a staff of 104, including five at Cranbourne, compared with 242 

and $25m in 2012.

There was already a ‘wish list’ of urgent major projects for 

which no funds had been available. The Friends contributed 

$15,000 towards detailed planning. By Autumn 1993 a Corporate 

Plan and a Master Plan set directions for the next five years. 

Pacific Dunlop was the first major corporate sponsor, pledging 

$2.2m over 10 years. Marvellous!

More recently major funds have been raised through The 

Director’s Circle and the RBG Foundation, which Phil initiated 

to broaden community engagement with RBG activities, and 

to attract bequests as well as annual and unrestricted gifts. 

Networking has always been a rewarding aspect of his job as 

Director and Chief Executive, cementing many philanthropic and 

community partnerships.

Phil acknowledges the Friends’ outstanding support over 

the years. “They’ve always been there, providing volunteers, 

advocacy and funding (now exceeding $2m), sometimes for 

unfashionable necessities including recycling bins, as well as 

major projects such as the Working Wetlands.” He also cites our 

staff scholarships and research grants as very valuable.

In turn the Friends have greatly appreciated Phil’s contribution 

to our activities. He was always willing to offer advice when 

asked and, as a member, reported to Council meetings. He 

also met regularly with the Friends’ executive and on occasion 

with the Grants Committee. His column appeared in every 

quarterly Botanic News. Phil frequently spoke on behalf of the 

Gardens at our New Members’ Welcomes and supported us on 

special occasions such as the openings of botanical illustrators’ 

exhibitions. For a very busy man, his record of personal 

appearances was exemplary! He was made an Honorary Life 

Member of the Friends at the 2012 Annual General Meeting.

The past 20 years have seen many changes and 

achievements, some of them noted here.

•	 The Old Melbourne Observatory buildings were adapted for 

a range of uses and joined by a modern visitor centre, café 

and shop under the overall banner of Observatory Gate.

•	 Guilfoyle’s Volcano, a reservoir that had been hidden and 

fenced off for about 30 years, has become the Gardens’ 

latest visitor attraction. Recreated with vibrant water-saving 

plants, it functions as part of the Working Wetlands scheme.

•	 The Ian Potter Foundation Children’s Garden provides 

great enjoyment for young visitors, and opportunities for 

environmental education.

•	 The National Herbarium conducts an important scientific 

research program, and published the four-volume Flora of 

Dr Philip Moors taking his first look at the (then) newly-published final volume of Flora of 

Victoria with co-editor Neville Walsh. Neville was the only Herbarium scientist involved in all 
four volumes. First published in Botanic Magazine, October 1999.     Photo: Laurence Cohn.

During a torrential late-afternoon storm on 14 December 1993 water drained through the 
ceiling of the Herbarium Library onto some of the bookshelves. Director Philip Moors raised a 
weary smile after six hours of salvage work. 

farewell 
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from the gardens

Victoria and the five-volume Horticultural Flora of South-

eastern Australia to great acclaim. In this digital age, its 

participation in Australia’s ‘virtual herbarium’ provides 

international reach for the institution.

Phil is particularly proud of the Australian Research Centre 

for Urban Ecology (ARCUE) that studies the management and 

conservation of ecological systems within Australia’s urban areas.

As he admits, “It hasn’t all been plain sailing, but we’ve 

coped with and learned from damaging incidents and made 

improvements.” For example:

•	 The Herbarium library was seriously flooded twice, due to its 

inadequate roof design.

•	 The Separation Tree was vandalised. After two years of 

intensive care there is cautious optimism about its survival.

•	 Roosting flying-foxes caused great destruction. After 

exhaustive dispersal trials, a way was found in 2003 to move 

them to a more suitable home base in East Kew.

•	 The discovery of the disease, fire blight, in the Gardens 

necessitated the removal of all susceptible groups of plants 

in the family Roseaceae . Currently there is a close watch on 

the threat of myrtle rust. (Phil comments that these problems 

have strengthened the Gardens’ knowledge of biosecurity 

and established a close relationship with the Department of 

Primary Industry.)

Looking back over the past 20 years, Philip takes great 

satisfaction in the rejuvenation of the Gardens’ landscape, 

including the addition of the Rare and Threatened Species beds, 

Long Island and Southern Chinese collections. Now, as many 

of the RBG’s trees are over 100 years old, they will need to be 

gradually replaced over coming decades. New species will be 

introduced to help ‘climate-proof’ the Gardens for the next century 

while remaining faithful to Guilfoyle’s landscape design intent.

Members of the 2011-12 Friends’ Council with outgoing Director and Chief Executive,  
Dr Philip Moors. Left to right - Maurice Castro, Irwin Newman, Susie Brookes, Janet 
Thomson, Adnan Mansour, Dr Philip Moors, Cathy Trinca, Peter Kelly, Susan Chandler.  
Front - Dr Richard Kirsner and Mar ta Salamon. Absent - Richard Smith. 
Photo: Meg Miller

Sir David Attenborough after addressing the Friends in August 1995, with Sir Ruper t Hamer, 
then Friends’ president, and Dr Philip Moors. Organisation of this occasion was a Friends’ 
initiative.   
Photo: Skip Watkins

Phil showers praise on the expertise and passionate support 

of the staff. “They are so committed and skilful; and quite a 

number have given more than 20 years of service.” he adds.

He considers it a great privilege to have been involved in 

the creation of a totally new botanic garden at Cranbourne. 

He believes that its innovative ‘21st century’ landscape design 

will inspire people to use more Australian plants in their home 

gardens. He adds that since the RBG’s gold medal-awarded 

entry at the Chelsea Flower Show to promote the garden, 

the number of Cranbourne’s visitors coming from the United 

Kingdom and Europe has more than doubled.

Directors from five Australian capital-city botanic gardens 

attended the official opening of Stage Two of the Australian 

Garden on 19 October, a farewell compliment to Phil Moors and 

a recognition of its national importance.

On that occasion, Phil said “People watching garden 

programs on TV might think that a garden can be planned, built 

and planted in one week. The Australian Garden has taken 17 

years!” That long gestation, involving very hard work, generated 

an air of excitement when the Minister for Environment and 

Climate Change, Hon. Ryan Smith, declared it open at last. 

Chairman of the RBG Board Elaine Canty described the essence 

of Phil’s leadership “as his ability to persuade others to share 

his passion for the future of the Gardens. His expertise and 

unwavering dedication to the project were central to its creation”. 

And now for something completely different! After nine farewell 

functions since late June, Phil reached his retirement date of 4 

November well and truly honoured. On 7 November he marked 

the next stage of his life by embarking on a rare eco-tourism 

voyage to Heard Island, indulging his passion for sub-Antarctic 

islands. He was looking forward to renewing acquaintance with 

rock-hopper penguins, a species he studied 30 years ago.

dr philip moors
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Old Treasury Building 

to Melbourne Museum
Fit Friends Ramble

Tuesday 12 February at 10 am 

sharp

Cost: $15   $25 non-members 

RSVP by Tuesday 5 February

Meet on the forecourt of 

the Old Treasury Building in 

Spring Street, Melbourne. 

Please be on time.

Gardens of Paris
Illustrated talk by Lynsey 

Poore, Voluntary Guide at 

RBGM.

Wednesday 13 February at 6 for 

6.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium 

Birdwood Avenue, South Yarra

Cost: $15   $25 non-members

RSVP by Friday 8 February

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk.

This is an interesting walk which we are pleased to be repeating.   

We’ll head along Spring Street to Parliament House and down 

Little Bourke Street, stopping by historic Gordon House, then 

walk on to the Telstra Building, via Punch Lane, where we 

can view the large tapestries created by the world-renowned 

Victorian (now Australian) Tapestry Workshop. 

We’ll then ramble through the Carlton Gardens to the 

Melbourne Museum and have a coffee-break in the café. 

Heading back to the Treasury, we’ll pass St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 

St Peter’s Anglican Church and the German Lutheran Church. 

Tasma Terrace, home to the National Trust, is on our way 

back, and we will finish by walking along Treasury Place with its 

great statues of our former parliamentarians and lovely views of 

the Treasury Gardens.

RSVP foR EVEntS on ouR booking foRm oR download onE fRom thE EVEntS PagE on ouR 

wEbSitE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

Paris is well known for its many elegant gardens, parks and 

squares within its ‘Peripherique’. While living in Paris in the 

autumn Lynsey visited many of these and endeavoured to 

photograph as many as she could. Autumn in Paris also 

coincided with the ‘Fete des Jardins’ where public and private 

gardens were opened to the public.

Lynsey’s plan was to start with the oldest historic gardens 

such as the Jardin des Plantes 1626, the Jardin des Tuileries 

1664 and the Jardin du Luxembourg 1625, then progress 

through the ages to the gardens that have been created in the 

last couple of decades; for example, the Jardin Atlantique.

Finally, venturing further afield, the gardens of Malmaison, 

the Bagatelle Gardens in the Bois de Boulogne and the Parc de 

Floral de Paris within the Bois de Vincennes were also visited.

summer Guided 

Visit
To The Growing

Friends’ nursery

Friday 14 December 9.30 am

Meet at Gate Lodge  

(opposite Shrine)

Cost $5 Members only

RSVP 7 December 2012

Morning tea will be served.

This is an event with all new members in mind. Over morning 

tea at Gate Lodge, meet our president, Cathy Trinca, who will 

introduce you to the delights of the Growing Friends’ Nursery 

and the benefits that your membership gives you.

A short walk to the Nursery will be followed by a guided 

tour with one of the Growing Friends. A special treat is that a 

plant sale is being held that day and a further 10% off prices is 

available on presentation of your membership card.

Wonderful living gift ideas, beautifully prepared plants to bring 

colour to the festive season and delightful summer potted plants 

all at reduced prices. Plants for all seasons perfect for giving.

It is a good idea to bring strong carry bags for your 

purchases.

events
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Fern Gully To Herb 

Garden

cool, scented Insider’s Walk

Thursday 21 February at 10 am

Cost: $20 MEMBERS ONLY

RSVP by Monday 18 February

Meet at Gate Lodge where 

morning tea will be served 

before the walk.

Bromeliads
Versatile and suitable 

for Indoors or Outdoors – 

summer Talking Plants

Friday 1 March at 10 am

Domain House,  

Dallas Brooks Drive

Cost: $12   $17 non-members 

RSVP by Tuesday 26 February 

Refreshments will be served 

on arrival.

salvias At Gruyere
A self-drive visit to Meg   
Bentley’s Garden

3 Fords Road, Gruyere. 
[Melway 285 e2]

Monday 25 February at 10 am

Cost: $15  $20 non-members 

RSVP by Monday 18 February

Melba Highway through Cold-

stream: right into Killara Road 

for 12 km, right into Fords Road.  

Parking at 3 and 5/7. 

Bromeliads are native to the Americas where there are over 

3,000 species with an additional 6,000 hybrids and cultivars 

developed world wide. They can be distinguished from other 

plant varieties by their distinctive vase-like structure which is due 

to the water-holding rosette of leaves in the centre.

The foliage colours range from bright greens to deep reds 

and the leaves can be smooth, spiky or spotted. Beautiful exotic 

‘flowers’, which are actually colourful bracts, can last up to six 

months and appear in shades such as purple, yellow, red and pink.

Bromeliads can grow in a range of different conditions 

including without soil. They are wonderful low-maintenance 

plants for small garden fences, attached to trees and other ‘no 

soil’ situations.

Through each of our Insider’s Walks we look at the history of 

the area we visit in the RBG Melbourne. In this summer walk we 

can also enjoy the coolness, silence, bird calls and the renewed 

sounds of water from one end to the other of the 140 year old 

Fern Gully before strolling into the scented and tactile area of 

the Herb Garden. It’s a heady treat on a summer’s day with a full 

flush of herbs perfuming the air.

Plants in the Herb Garden are medicinal, culinary and 

fragrant. This beautiful area of the RBG brings our senses alive 

and offers a chance to be exhilarated and calmed. Throughout 

the walk we will endeavour to catch the shade.

RSVP foR EVEntS on ouR booking foRm oR download onE fRom thE EVEntS PagE on ouR 

wEbSitE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

After 10 am morning tea, Meg will describe this steep hillside 

garden of hardy late spring/summer-flowering salvias. It is a 

haven for nectar-feeding birds.

The garden has been transformed with many roses planted 

amongst the salvias, complementing each other, especially the 

new salvia cultivars. There are many ornamental trees including 

a lovely Gingko biloba, Liquidambar and Quercus, and a central 

pond for the frogs.

A further option is to visit the Tarrawarra Museum of Art for 

lunch (at your own expense) and a viewing of the Jeffrey Smart 

Exhibition Master of Stillness. A wonderful treat to round out a 

delightful summer’s day in the Yarra Valley.

Government House 

Gardens
With John Patrick 

exclusively for members.

Monday 18 March at 2 pm

Cost: $30 donation to the 

Friends

RSVP by Friday 8 March

Meet at Gate Lodge 

Light refreshments will be 

served before the walk.

Government House sits amongst 11 majestic hectares of 

gardens originally in the centre of the Royal Botanic Gardens 

in Melbourne. Joseph Sayce’s original garden designs of 1873 

remain intact, with additional improvements undertaken by the 

Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens, William Guilfoyle.

The Governor of Victoria is our Patron and we are delighted 

that he and Mrs Chernov have given their consent for us to walk 

in the magnificent Government House gardens.

We will meet at Gate Lodge to join John Patrick who will 

lead the tour and provide an entertaining and illuminating 

commentary on this special garden.

events
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from the president

christmas sale
The RBG staff have kindly agreed to spray the nursery 

stock early in December so that the plants in the 

nursery will be on sale, to Friends only (please bring your 

membership card), on 14 December from 8 am until 1 pm.

except for this christmas sale, the nursery will remain 

closed for plant sales, due to the Myrtle Rust control 

Protocol, but please check the monthly enews for 

updates.

spring sale
The Spring Sale was an outstanding success, particularly so 

when you remember the weather on the Saturday and the fact 

we went to the Sale with a relatively low supply of plants after a 

long cold winter.

As we have come to expect, the raffle again made a 

significant contribution and the results were:-

Anne Travers, garden trolley donated by Bunnings, Port 

Melbourne

Geoffrey Kneebone, yellow clivea donated by the Growing 

Friends

Peter Callaghan, books donated by Reader’s Feast.

Plant sales – The Other story
Behind every plant sale there is another story (mostly unnoticed): 

that is, the setting up and dismantling of the sale area. This 

is a major exercise as not only all the plants but also all the 

equipment for the sale, such as tables, chairs, signs, umbrellas, 

hoses, etc, has to be packed and moved from the Growing 

Friends’ Nursery to the sale area.

The preliminary task in the two weeks prior to the sale is to 

pack all the plants going to the sale into polystyrene foam boxes 

for ease of movement. On the day before the sale the boxes are 

loaded on to ‘Gators and other vehicles provided and driven 

by the RBG Horticultural staff to the sale area. The boxes are 

unloaded and the plants sorted into the sections which have 

been marked out on the grassed area. When movement of the 

plants is complete the equipment is taken to the sale area and 

arranged as needed. Finally the vehicles are used to distribute 

the various sale signs throughout the Gardens.

The Growing Friends arrive at about 8 am on the Saturday to 

apply the final touches, such as collecting flower samples from 

the Gardens, before the sale opens at 10 am. On the Saturday 

evening they clean up, rearrange and water the plants ready for 

Sunday. On the Sunday they arrive at about 9 am for a quick 

check of the stock before the gates open at 10 am.

Late on Sunday afternoon after the sale has closed, the 

remaining plants are consolidated into the minimum number 

of polystyrene boxes which are then moved to the edge of the 

path (through the sale area) so that they are ready for collection 

on Monday morning. The equipment is also stacked ready for 

moving back to the Nursery. During this clean-up the empty 

polystyrene boxes are returned on plant trolleys for storage in the 

‘Possum House’ until the next sale.

On Monday morning the Horticultural staff again provide 

and drive the vehicles to return the leftover plants and all of the 

equipment to the Nursery. The final job is to collect the sale signs 

and the banners from throughout the Gardens.

The Growing Friends are extremely grateful for the assistance 

of the Horticultural staff because without their help the setting up 

and dismantling of the sale would take much longer and involve 

a great deal more physical effort.

Michael Hare, Convener

Above: Early on Friday morning Growing Friends are ready for the vehicles to arrive. 
Below: Trucks and ‘Gators being loaded. This takes about two hours. 
Photos: Virginia Morrison

growing friends
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A well-earned morning tea shared between Growing Friends and RBG staff as they get a final 
briefing. Photo: Virginia Morrison

Above: Early bird shoppers on Saturday morning.    
Below: At close of sale, all remaining plants are stacked awaiting removal back to the 
nursery. Photos: Michael Hare

christmas Gifts from the Friends
GiFT MeMbership

Surprise someone this Christmas with a gift that will last – a 

membership subscription to the Friends. Give a relative or friend 

access to all the fabulous events and activities put on by the 

Friends, a beautiful quarterly magazine, exclusive access to the 

Growing Friends’ Nursery and the opportunity to take Botanical 

Illustration classes at a reduced rate. You’ll have the satisfaction 

of knowing your gift membership also helps to support the 

Gardens.

A Gift Membership form is available from the Friends’ office or 

can be downloaded from our website: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

2013 boTanical illusTraTion calenDar

The works in this calendar are drawn from The Eternal Order 

in Nature: The Science of Botanical Illustration exhibition and 

also the Eucalypts of the Royal Botanic Gardens and Nature’s 

Small Wonders exhibition. Both were held during 2011. Some of 

Australia’s best botanical artists are featured. The Calendar is 

printed on paper of a quality intended for framing the images. 

Each month’s painting is complete in scientific detail. The 

Calendar would make a very special gift, especially for overseas 

friends, as many of the subjects featured are indigenous.

Available for $15 ($18 for non-members) plus $2.50 each 

postage and packing, from the Friends’ office or by mail order 

(download order form from our website).

chrisTMas carDs

Our beautiful card this year features Dianne Emery’s painting of 

summer fruits, titled Fruit Salad.

Priced at $10 ($12 for non-members) plus $2.50 per pack 

postage and packing for a pack of five cards, the cards are 

available from the Friends’ office, telephone 9650 6398, or 

download an order form from our website.

Members have the choice of cards which contain the Season’s 

Greetings message, or are blank inside.

members
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FrienDs’ MeMbership 

prize

Congratulations to Mrs J Sue 

Day who has won the Friends’ 

Membership Prize for the third 

quarter of 2012. Sue lives in 

Mont Albert and first became 

an Individual Member in 1995. 

She is delighted with her 

success. The Prize is a year’s 

free membership.

At the end of each quarter 

in 2012, all members who 

have paid their fee by the date 

printed on their first renewal 

notice will be eligible to win 

a prize. The next draw will be 

at the end of the year and the 

first one in 2013 at the end of 

March.

Be in it to win it – renew 

and be part of the draw when 

it’s your quarter!

By renewing your 

membership, you give 

wonderful support to the 

Gardens through the Friends. 

You can also share your 

passion and extend your 

support for the Gardens at 

this time of year by arranging 

Gift Memberships. Details 

can be found on the FRBG’s 

website.

subscripTions

There will be a modest 

increase in subscriptions from 

1 January 2013.

We ask members to assist 

in keeping the Friends’ costs 

down by promptly renewing 

their membership on receipt 

of their fist renewal notice 

(preferably online) so we can 

avoid sending out reminders.

Lee Tregloan, 

Convener, Membership and 

Marketing Committee

These businesses and organisations kindly offer discounts to 

Friends on PRIOR presentation of their current membership cards, 

which are not transferable.

The Gardens Shops at RBGM offer 10% discount on all members’ purchases.

Terrace Tea Rooms at RBGM offers members 10% discount on all purchases.  www.terracereception.com.au

Observatory Cafe at RBGM offers members 10% discount on all purchases.  www.observatorycafe.com.au

RBG Melbourne Guided Tours: Tours of the Gardens at concession rates. Go to rbg.vic.gov.au to see the range of walks and 
guided tours available. Bookings at the RBG Visitor Centre, ph: 9252 2300

Discounts are subject to change without notice. List is current at October 2012.

The Australian Chamber Orchestra 

tickets at 10% discount for its 

Melbourne Sunday Afternoon concerts.

Book online, www.aco.com.au  

Mention Friends’ membership when  

booking by phone. 

Botanical Creations

122 Grange Rd, Glen Huntly

Ph: 9571 9922

10% off all plants

Briarswood B&B

559 The Esplanade, Mt Martha

www.briarswood.com.au

Ph: 5974 2245

10% off accommodation

Bulleen Art and Garden

6 Manningham Rd West, Bulleen

www.baag.com.au

10% off plants, 5% off other goods (excludes

paving/retaining walls, tanks and turf)

Cloudehill Nursery - Gardens - Restaurant

89 Olinda-Monbulk Rd, Olinda

www.cloudehill.com.au

10% off plants only

Collectors Corner (at Garden World)

810 Springvale Rd, Braeside

www.gardenworld.com.au

10% off all plants, Collectors Corner only

Cultivate Nursery, Florist & Gifts

Rear 91-93 Doncaster Rd, North Balwyn

www.cultivatenursery.com.au

10% off everything

Eckersley’s 

Emporium Botanica

1018 High Street,  Armadale

shop@emporiumbotanica.com.au

Botanically influenced gifts & artworks.

10% discount

Feldspar at Trentham B&B

via Daylesford

www.feldspargetaway.com.au

10% discount off accommodation

Garden of Eden Nursery, Cafe & Antiques

365 Ferrars St, Albert Park

www.gardenofedennursery.com.au

10% off everything (cash) 

5% off everything (credit cards)

Glasshaus Nursery/Design/Florist

52 Stanley St, Richmond

Ph: 9421 4100

10% off plants and cut flowers 

Green-stay – innovative products for 
the landscape gardener, architect 

and builder

www.green-stay.com.au

20% discount on any garden products. 
Order on website or 1300 976 664. 
Mention Friends’ Membership.

Lister Teak Garden Furniture

22 Industry Court, Lilydale

Ph: 9735 4010

Free 100-page colour catalogue of 
Cotswold Furniture Collection. Free 
delivery.

 

National Gallery of Victoria 

NGV shop 10% discount and $10 
off NGV annual membership (new 
membership only). For membership 
enquiries contact 8620 2233 or email: 
members@ngv.vic.gov.au

Peonies & Picnics - quality tools, 

specialised gardening books

8 Howe St, Daylesford

Ph: 5348 1882      

10% discount.

Readers’ Feast Bookshop

162 Collins St, Melbourne

15% off ‘Book of the Month during 
month of sale. One copy per customer.

10% off membership of Reader’s 
Feast Privileged Reader Program.

Sculptured Steel Custom Metalwork

www.sculpturedsteel.com.au

10% off custom-made pieces

Sue Jarvis’ Gallery & Botanic Garden

24 Blackwood Lane, Gembrook

By appointment Ph: 5968 1567

10% off artworks

Town and Country Gardens

1280 Malvern Rd, Malvern

Ph: 9822 9704

24 Whitehorse Rd, Balwyn

Ph: 9816 9300

www.townandcountrygardens.com.au

10% off plants over $20 only

Turner & Lane

1391 Malvern Road, Malvern

Ph: 9821 0012

159 Domain Road, South Yarra

Ph: 9820 0654

www.turnerlane.com.au

Homewares, clothing and jewellery

10% discount (not on sale items)

members
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all claSSES and woRkShoPS will bE hEld in thE whiRling Room Studio, obSERVatoRy gatE 

for bookings and further information, please contact the friends’ office on 9650 6398.

waterlily workshop 
with John Pastoriza-
Piñol

Wednesday 2, Thursday 3, 

Friday 4 January

10 am to 4 pm

cost: $324.      Friends $270 

Popular teacher John 

Pastoriza-Piñol returns for a 

three-day workshop on the 

depiction of the beautiful 

aquatic plants that flower so 

profusely on the Nymphaea 

Lily Lake in the RBG 

Melbourne. John will advise 

on composition, painting 

techniques and colour theory. 

Students should have skills in 

drawing and watercolour at 

an intermediate to advanced 

level. A materials list is 

available from the Friends’ 

office.

Silverpoint workshop 
with tim Jones

Wednesday 16, Thursday 17, 

Friday 18 January

10 am to 4 pm

cost:  $349      Friends $295

Tim Jones is an award-winning 

printmaker and sculptor who 

was born in Clwyd, North 

Wales and came to live in 

Australia in 1983. Tim has 

lectured at Melbourne, Monash 

and La Trobe Universities and 

has been artist in residence at 

several galleries and schools. 

Tim has participated in a large 

number of solo and group 

exhibitions and his work is 

included in many public and 

private collections throughout 

Australia and overseas.

In his first workshop for 

the Friends, he will teach 

the technique of drawing in 

silverpoint, a medium used 

since the Renaissance that 

predates the graphite pencil.

Drawings are made on a 

specially prepared ground 

using a piece of silver 

fitted into a wooden stylus, 

producing lines that oxidise 

over time, changing colour 

from blue-grey to a wonderful 

rusty orange. Students who 

enjoy fine, detailed drawing 

will love this magical medium.

The cost of the workshop 

includes all materials.

Summer fruits workshop 
with dianne Emery

Monday 21, Tuesday 22, 

Wednesday 23 January

10 am to 4 pm

cost: $324       Friends $270

Dianne will share her 

techniques for depicting 

shiny, juicy summer fruits and 

berries in watercolour during 

this three-day workshop, 

which is aimed at students 

with some experience. A 

materials list is available from 

the Friends’ office.

Below: John Pastoriza-Piñol’s painting  
of a waterlily 

classes
Term 1 2013 will start in the 

week beginning Friday 1 

February. Classes will be held:

evenings: Tuesday and 

Wednesday

Daytime: Mondays, 

Wednesdays and saturdays

(two sessions each day 2.5hr) 

Thursdays: one 2.5hr session 

Fridays: one 3hr session.

2.5hr classes:  $290 inc GsT

 Friends:  $240 inc GsT

3hr classes:  $335 inc GsT

 Friends:  $285 inc GsT

We strongly recommend 

that students without prior 

experience in botanical 

illustration complete a 

Beginners’ Workshop before 

entering Term classes.

Workshops
All workshops will include 

morning and afternoon tea but 

no lunch.

beginners’ workshop 
with helen burrows

5, 6 January and

12,13 January 

(saturdays & sundays)

10 am to 4 pm 

cost: $349       Friends $295

with dianne Emery

7 – 10 January

10 am to 4 pm 

cost: $349       Friends $295

These intensive four-day 

courses are an introduction 

to botanical art via pencil 

and watercolour. Students 

will begin to develop skills in 

outline drawing, foreshortening, 

tonal work and rendering of 

surfaces, basic colour work 

and paint application.

The cost of the course 

includes equipment to be 

used during the workshop 

- drawing materials, paint, 

watercolour paper and 

brushes.

illustratorsillustrators
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from the president

At Left: Haemanthus coccineus by Sandra Sanger

At Right: Callistemon phoeniceus by Beverley Lewis

Botanical Illustrators 

Spring Quarterly meeting

At our spring meeting Jenny Phillips, 

founder of the Botanical Art School of 

Melbourne, gave us a richly illustrated 

talk about her 42 years in Botanic Art.

From childhood Jenny was 

interested in both accurate rendering 

and the intricacies of flower form. She 

taught herself both painting and botanical 

illustration, and still feels caught 

between botany and art. Jenny’s career 

as an exhibitor and teacher has taken 

her around the world. It has been an 

unfulfilled ambition to paint a whole 

genus, or indeed all varieties of a single 

species. The artist‘s ability to search for 

and recognise detail is enhanced by 

this exercise. Over the years Jenny has 

moved from using oils, then large water 

colour washes, to using initial wash, 

followed by dry brush detail. 

Many friends and former students 

were present. We enjoyed the historical 

overview of Jenny’s work, as well as 

catching up.

Roslyn Glow 

Whirlybirds
The Botanical Illustrators will have their 

last meeting on 18 December.

We meet every Tuesday or Thursday 

in the Whirling Room where we can 

discuss and support each other with 

our paintings.

Following our involvement in The 

Art of Botanical Illustration Exhibition 

2012, we have resumed our meetings 

with renewed enthusiasm. To enquire 

about joining us please contact Sandra 

Sanger on 9598 9532.

We reconvene on 29 and 31 January.

The Art of Botanical Illustration exhibition 2012
The eleventh biennial exhibition was opened by John Patrick, a well-known 

landscape architect and presenter on Gardening Australia. John expressed his 

delight at being asked to open the show which he had opened previously in 1998. 

He acknowledged the hours of work that go into making what he called the 

‘minor masterpieces’ of botanical art on display and the mastery of composition 

and colour that allow the extra qualities of the flora to be shown in botanical art 

compared with photography. He noted that he had invited Anita Barley to start 

the first classes in botanical art at Burnley college and that at the first exhibition 

in 1992 there were 140 paintings from 30 artists on display and this year there 

were 145 painting from 77 artists – the increase in artist numbers partly due to 

the excellence in teaching available in Melbourne. 

The Acting Chief Director of the RBG, Jenny Steinicke, announced the following 

purchases for the State Botanical Collection: Fiona McKinnon’s Telopea speciosissima 

‘Sunflare’ and Dorothee Nÿgh de Sampayo Garrido’s Araucaria bidwillii funded by the 

Friends and Beverley Lewis’s Callistemon phoeniceus and Sandra Sanger’s Haemanthus 

coccineus by the Director’s Circle.

Unfortunately Celia Rosser was unable to attend the opening night but the Celia 

Rosser Medal was awarded in her absence by Louise Coronel to two artists: Beverley 

Lewis for her exquisite pencil and colour pencil drawing of Callistemon phoeniceus 

and a consistently strong and confident graphic approach to her subjects over the past 

years and Merle McIntyre for continuing to portray finely observed and expertly illustrated 

renditions of often overlooked flora such as lichens, liverwort and mosses.

Cathy Trinca, President of the Friends, thanked all the sponsors including the Bank of 

Queensland Toorak and all the office staff and volunteers for their assistance in supporting 

the exhibition.       Thea clarke

state Botanical collection  – funds provided by Director’s circle

illustrators
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from the gardens

state Botanical collection – grant provided by the Friends

co-winners of the celia Rosser medal for 2012 

Below: Telopea speciossima ‘Sunflare’ by Fiona McKinnon

At Right: Araucaria bidwillii by Dorothee Nygh de Sampayo Garrido

At Left: Merle McIntyre with her paintings of (top) Schizophyllum commune on Betula 

pendula (lower) Usnea sp growing on Callitris verrucosa cone.

Below: Beverley Lewis with her art work Callistemon phoeniceus  
 
photos on these pages by Greg Hoxley

illustrators
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from the president

by Anna Syme, RBG Plant Sciences and Biodiversity 

Division

I was honoured to receive the inaugural Helen McLellan 

Research Grant in 2011. I thank the Friends for their 

significant support, with which I have been able to 

undertake the project ‘Unraveling the DNA of Australian 

grasses: gene duplication and its implications for molecular 

identification and evolution.’ This research was based on a 

group of iconic Australian grasses, the stipoid grasses. The 

grant enabled the appointment of a research assistant for 

laboratory tasks, stuart Gardner, and the items required for 

cloning and sequencing genes. 

The genetic material in plants includes many genes, which 

are sections of DNA. Sometimes genes copy themselves, and 

there can be two (or more) copies of the same gene existing 

simultaneously in a plant. This phenomenon, called gene 

duplication, can affect the way a plant species lives and evolves.  

We were looking for evidence of a particular gene duplication 

in stipoid grasses. Based on previous work, we suspected that 

these grasses may harbour a second copy of a gene that is 

important for plant functioning (a gene called rbcL). Plants can 

be identified by their genes, so finding more than one copy of a 

gene is important for this identification process. 

The results (shown in the tree on the facing page) have 

been intriguing. Most stipoid species that we have tested so far 

have at least two copies of the rbcL gene, and some species 

have three or even more copies. This image is a diagram of the 

relationships between this gene in other grass species, and the 

multiple gene copies found in stipoid grasses, labeled Copy 1, 

Copy 2 and Copy 3 in the shaded blocks. 

In some other grass species, gene copies are clustered 

together, indicating that one copy is derived from the other. 

However, the story is different for stipoid grasses, with each copy 

appearing separately. One hypothesis is that an extra copy was 

acquired by interbreeding between an ancestor of the stipoid 

grasses and a distantly-related grass cousin. This could explain 

why the two gene copies are found in most (possibly all) stipoid 

grasses, yet do not appear similar enough to each other to be 

a result of a duplication of the first gene copy. A similar process 

of interbreeding may have resulted in one stipoid grass species, 

Austrostipa mollis, acquiring an additional gene copy from 

another grass species. 

Having an extra copy of this gene might improve the plant’s 

ability to grow, which is why we might be seeing several 

independent cases of the duplication (or acquisition) of extra 

copies. 

An example of an Australian stipoid grass, Austrostipa vertillicata. An example of an Australian stipoid grass, Austrostipa elegantissima.

research project
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Project results - an evolutionary tree of gene copies.

Research findings from this project have been presented at 

the Fourth International Barcode of Life Conference (Adelaide,  

2011), and several manuscripts are in preparation or under 

review with academic journals. I thank The Friends for the 

grant which has provided an excellent opportunity to extend 

our research program and to make significant findings in 

our understanding of gene duplication, an emerging field in 

evolutionary biology.

These findings will improve the identification of stipoid 

grasses based on their DNA, both for native species and 

invasive introduced species such as serrated tussock. The RBG 

has developed a program in this area to identify economically 

and environmentally important stipoid grasses, and improved 

knowledge of the rbcL gene sequence will refine identification 

techniques. The findings will also improve the utility of the rbcL 

sequences in evolutionary analyses, enhancing our continuing 

work to understand the evolution of Australian flora. 
An example of an Australian stipoid grass, Austrostipa scabra.

grass genetics



The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne Inc.

was formed to stimulate further interest in the Gardens 

and the national Herbarium and to support and assist 

them whenever possible.
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December 

 
6 Christmas Cocktail Party at Gardens House

14 Christmas Plant Sale nursery 8 am - 1 pm

14 Growing Friends’ Nursery Visit  10 am 

18 Botanical Illustrators’ last meeting for 2012 

January

5 Beginner’s Workshop commences - Helen Burrows 

7 Beginner’s Workshop commences - Diane Emery

16 Silverpoint Workshop - Tim Jones

21 Summer Fruits Workshop - Dianne Emery 

29 Whirlybirds reconvenes 

30 Waterlilies Workshop - John Pastoriza-Piñol

February

 

1 Term 1 classes begin

12 Fit Friends’ Ramble - Treasury to Museum

13 Talk - Lynsey Poore

21 Insiders Walk

28 Self Drive to Gruyere - Meg Herriot’s garden

March

1   Talking Plants - Bromeliads

18   Government House Walk - John Patrick

Note: The Friends’ Inclement Weather Policy states that outdoor events may 
be cancelled and the Nursery will not be open for sales if the temperature is 
predicted to be 33ºC or above.

The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne, Inc. complies with the 
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