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Growing Friends' Birthday 
Plant Sale
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$5.00 incl GST
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A change of season is in the 

air and that means a new 

edition of Botanic News for 

you all to enjoy. As usual, it 

is chock full of information 

and interesting articles and 

we are grateful to all who 

contribute. Special thanks 

are due to Meg Miller and 

Mali Wilson for their tireless 

work behind the scenes.

Members of the Events 

Committee have also been hard 

at work and what a wonderful 

program they have in store 

for Spring! If you were not able to join Lydia Beshara at one of 

her basketry workshops at the Plant Craft Cottage over winter, 

we have more fascinating opportunities over the next three 

months that extend beyond baskets. Another exciting day at the 

Cottage will be the Origami workshops. For me, this brings back 

memories of creating magic, paper animals as a child with my 

mother. Alas, those skills have been lost in the mists of time and I 

now struggle to produce anything at all for my grandchildren. My 

last attempt at a peace crane was deemed to look more like a 

camel, so this workshop sounds perfect for me to recall old skills.

Of course, with your Friends’ membership you not only get 

reduced ticket prices to our own events, but also to special 

walks and other events put on by the RBGV. Be sure to mention 

that you are a member of the Friends when booking. For all the 

information on workshops and details on the interesting Friends' 

talks and walks on offer, see the Events pages.

Spring means it’s not too soon to start planning for Christmas 

celebrations, scary as that thought may be. Join us at our 

annual cocktail party on 29 November to reflect on another busy 

year at the Friends. Once again this will be held at Gardens 

House, where you can enjoy the beautiful gardens created by 

William Guilfoyle and admire the view former Directors would 

have enjoyed from their upstairs veranda. It must have been a 

wonderful spot to contemplate the day’s work ahead or to sit at 

the end the day and reflect on what was achieved. Whether the 

weather turns out to be hot like last year, or we need to make use 

of the cosy interior, good company is always guaranteed.

Front cover: Physalis alkekengi.

Painting by Karen White.
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October has two big events to look forward to. From 13 - 28 

October, The Art of Botanical Illustration exhibition (TABI) will be 

held in Domain House and will be opened at a special reception 

on 12 October by the Governor of Victoria, Her Excellency 

the Hon. Linda Dessau AC, who is also our Patron. Botanical 

illustration is a highly-specialised art form that has been used 

over the centuries to record species for scientific and horticultural 

identification, as well as to simply enjoy for its beauty. Accuracy 

is essential and all works on display will have been selected 

by a panel to ensure the correct standards are met. Since the 

first TABI exhibition was held in 1992, this biennial exhibition of 

botanical illustration has attracted both artists and collectors and 

these outstanding examples of botanical art are well worth a visit 

to see and admire – and to buy! 

The other dates to remember in October are those of the 

Growing Friends' Spring Plant Sale, 20 and 21 October. In 2016 

and 2017 the spring sale was held as part of the Botanic and 

Rare Plant Fair, at the ‘front’ of the Gardens. This year the Spring 

Plant Sale, like the Autumn Plant Sale in May, will be back in its 

old spot on the Acmena Lawn, just inside E Gate. The spring 

and autumn sales are wonderful opportunities to stock your own 

gardens with plants that are sourced from the RBGV and then 

propagated onsite by the energetic Growing Friends team. If you 

plan your month carefully, you can enliven both the inside and 

outside of your house, with the purchase of some botanical art for 

the walls and botanical rarities for the garden. Be sure to get in 

early for both!

We are indeed fortunate to be able to highlight and share the 

talents of these two Friends’ groups, the Botanical Illustrators 

and the Growing Friends. They contribute a great deal to the 

standing of the Friends, in both the artistic and horticultural 

communities and in the broader community as well. We thank 

them all for their time and commitment. 

It has been sad to hear of the deaths of several early and long-

term members recently. Iona Christianson was one of our very early 

members and, like others at that time, saw the need for visitors to 

be able to take away a memento from the Gardens. She was the 

first manager of the Friends' shop and realised the importance 

of offering botanically themed merchandise in a botanic garden. 

Alison Hughes was an important and energetic early member of 

the Plant Craft Cottage group, including serving as their President 

in the 1980s. She also volunteered as a garden guide, when RBG 

from
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Melbourne guides were still part of the Plant Craft Cottage. Pauline 

Morrison will have been known to many of you from her time 

organising catering with the Events Committee. She was a great 

traveller but also found the time to volunteer in the Herbarium for 

many years, as well as for the Friends. We extend our sympathies to 

all their families.

On a happier note, we are delighted that Jill Scown has now 

taken up her role at Gate Lodge and is bringing her range of 

experience and skills to the Friends. As our new Marketing and 

Relationships Manager, Jill brings a true passion and knowledge 

of horticulture to the role along with significant marketing 

experience, which will be beneficial for promoting our broad 

range of workshops, art classes and other events, and for the 

growth of our membership base.

Jill has worked in botanic gardens previously in Queensland 

and developed a Friends group at the botanic gardens in 

Rockhampton. Gardening in her vegetable patch is Jill’s preferred 

way to unwind on weekends, so if you have any special tips, I’m 

sure she will welcome them!

Mary Ward

 ,

Annual General Meeting

The Melbourne Friends’ Annual General Meeting will be held on 

19 November at 6pm, in Mueller Hall, National Herbarium.

Nominations for Council may be made by obtaining a 

form from the Friends’ office. The President, a Vice-President, 

Treasurer and three Council Members are eligible for re-election. 

Council Members are elected for two years.

Nomination forms are to be lodged with the Secretary at Gate 

Lodge by 5pm on Tuesday 23 October 2018. 

Adnan Mansour

Secretary

Positive Benefits of 

Volunteering
Often a not-for-profit 

organisation like the 

Friends survives on the 

positive contributions of the 

volunteers who work within 

the organisation. Over many 

decades the Friends of 

the Royal Botanic Gardens 

Melbourne have generously 

donated their  time to 

coordinate events and 

exhibitions, grow thousands 

of plants, teach craft workshops, prepare publications, 

cater for hundreds of functions, recruit new members 

and help to support the office staff. You have generously 

given up thousands of hours to raise funds for the 

betterment of the Gardens and, for this, I think everyone 

in Melbourne is very grateful. But what do you personally 

get from volunteering? 

Being a volunteer provides you with the opportunity to 

develop new skills, be part of a team, challenge yourself in 

a supportive environment and demonstrate leadership. But 

beyond this, the organisation, Volunteering Victoria, suggests 

that the individual benefits of volunteering allow you to develop 

personally, build self-confidence and enjoy better physical 

and mental health because studies show we are healthier and 

happier when we volunteer. It also exoises us to new social and 

cultural experiences, which encourage inclusiveness. 

Volunteering keeps my mind active, I have learnt new 

computer skills and I am part of a fun team, said one of our 

dedicated office volunteers. 

Here at the Friends, we have a number of volunteering roles 

available and we would love to welcome you to the team. The 

amount of time you dedicate to volunteering is entirely up to 

you. It can be as little or as much as you like. The current roles 

which need additional support are:

• autumn and spring plant sales (sales and catering)

• annual art exhibition (sales and memberships)

• maintenance of the garden at Gate Lodge

• Convener for the Events Committee 

• volunteers at events to set up, greet guests and assist with 

catering. 

We’d like to have you as part of the volunteering team, so if 

you are interested in any of these roles, please do not hesitate 

to contact the Friends’ office on 9650 6398. 

Jill Scown

Marketing and Relationships Manager

Friends' office staff. From left to right: Georgina Ponce de Leon Huer ta; Jill Scown; 
Karlene Taylor.     Photo: Adnan Mansour

 the  president
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As you may be aware by now the 

Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria 

received some incredible news on 

22 June 2018. 

The Honourable Lily D’Ambrosio, 

Minister for Energy, Environment and 

Climate Change and Minister for 

Suburban Development announced an 

additional $27m funding over the next 

five years. The Victorian Government 

also guaranteed to increase our annual 

grant by $5m post this five-year period.

This was extremely exciting news for the Gardens, and very 

warmly received by Mr Ken Harrison AM, Chairman of the Royal 

Botanic Gardens Board; our Director and Chief Executive, 

Professor Tim Entwisle; and all the staff of the Gardens.

On receiving this news Tim said: The confidence and security 

from this ongoing uplift means we really can safeguard plants for 

the wellbeing of people and the planet. This is the beginning of a 

transformation to our much-loved Botanic Gardens. 

The generous investment will not only make our beautiful 

landscapes shine more brightly, but we will now be able to:

• care for the living and preserved collections of plants from all over 

the world, with the conservation and health benefits they bring

• offer innovative ways for our visitors to connect with nature, 

such as digital interpretation and tours

• increase access to our scientific knowledge

• create new public programs and visitor experiences with real 

impact

• repair buildings and infrastructure including paths, fences 

and gates

• keep our lakes and waterways free of weeds

• better manage fire at Cranbourne to conserve local species 

and habitat

• and, very importantly, make our workplaces safe for visitors 

and staff.

Staff are particularly thrilled that in the first year, 2018–19, 

this funding will provide an additional 18 new positions for the 

organisation, and secure ongoing employment for a further 13. 

We can now address some of the critical gaps in our skills for a 

sustained period of growth and success. 

These positions, which are in the structure we announced 

last year, include:

• Five Horticulturists: to manage and curate our living 

collections and displays to world-class standards: three at 

Melbourne, and two at Cranbourne

• Landscape Systems Officer: for water and soil testing, 

monitoring and management

• Plant Operator: to operate the amphibious harvester for Azolla 

control and the new road sweeper for keeping our paths clean

• Facilities Officer: to improve maintenance and care for our 

100+ heritage buildings at Melbourne

• Duty Managers for both sites and a Weekend Visitor 

Experience Officer: to improve public safety and emergency 

management on weekends and public holidays. 

• Digital and Interpretation Officer: for digital tours and content

• Private Giving and Bequests Coordinator and a 

Philanthropy Lead: to boost our fund-raising campaign so 

we can match the government support we hope to get for 

the future big projects 

• Producer, Major Events: for special projects at both sites

• Manager Biodiversity Services: for delivery of information 

supporting the Government’s Biodiversity 2037 plan

• Research Scientist (Bioinformatics): allowing us to take 

advantage of new gene mapping approaches for better 

conservation in Victoria

• People and Culture Administrator: to provide support for 

staff training, induction and development, and continuing 

work on transforming our culture 

from



sp r ing   ' 18  /  Botan ic  News   5

• Finance Officer: to help respond to new revenue streams 

and finance demands

• Senior Systems Administrator: to implement our Information 

Communications and Technology Strategy such as with 

improvements to bookings, mobile computing and the intranet.’

This transformation of Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria led by 

Tim and the Board is something we’ve been working towards 

for a number of years now. This funding uplift flows from the 

changes in structure, projects, planning, internal practices and 

strategy that have been rolled out over the last 18 months.  

Along with the launch of the visionary 20-year Master Plan 

for Melbourne Gardens in early 2019, the future of the RBGV is 

looking very bright indeed.

Chris Cole

Executive Director, Melbourne Gardens

The image below left of the Titan Arum flowering and at lower right of the Cranbourne 
Gardens are the work of Jorge de Araugo.  All other images supplied by Chris Cole.

the gardens



6  Botan ic  News  /  sp r ing   ' 18

 ,

• Saxegothea conspicua (1.9m) – a slow-growing, long-lived 

conifer growing to 15–25m. Native to Chile and Argentina

• Podocarpus macrophyllus (1.4m) – Yew Plum Pine; a small 

to medium-sized evergreen tree reaching 20m.

• Juniperus brevifolia (1.9m) – the Azores Juniper; small tree 

to 6m, rare and endangered; native to the Azores.

• Lindera erythrocarpa (2.2m) – small deciduous tree or large 

shrub also known as the Spice Bush. Fragrant yellow flowers, 

red berries and rich autumn colouring. Origin, China.

If you are interested or would like to know more, please contact 

the Friends at friends@frbgmelb.org.au or the office on  

9650 6398.

INTERESTING ADVANCED TREES Available for Purchase

The Growing Friends have been given some interesting and, in 

some cases, rare and endangered trees. They are well-grown, 

advanced, and would be suitable to plant as specimens. Some 

are more suited to cooler climates. They include:

• Metasequoia glyptostroboides (1.6m and 1.2m) – the dawn 

redwood. A handsome large deciduous conifer and 

an example of a living fossil, it has the RHS’s 

'Award of Garden Merit'

• Magnolia salicifolia (1.5m) – the willow-leafed 

or anise magnolia. Fragrant white flowers; a 

medium sized tree. Origin China (Guangxi 

Province)

• Nyssa sinensis (2.2m) – Chinese Tupelo. Small 

tree native to China and Vietnam; grows to 10m. 

Colours brilliantly in autumn.

• Nothofagus dombeyi (2.2m) – one of the 

southern evergreen Beeches; native to Chile 

and Patagonia; suited to cold and moist 

conditions. Has the RHS’s 'Award of Garden 

Merit'

• Magnolia 'Como' (1.7m) – a rare tree with narrow 

growing habit, and white flowers with a pink 

blush

• Magnolia crassipes (1.2m) – rare and 

endangered, this small treee grows to 5m and is 

native to China in Guangxi province

Top: Flowers of Nothofagus dombeyii.  
Photo: Pieter Pelser 
Nickrent, D.L., Costea, M., Barcelona, J.F., Pelser, 
P.B. & Nixon, K. (2006 onwards) PhytoImages. 
Available from: http://www.phytoimages.siu.edu.

Below left: Nyssa sinensis   Photo: John Glover

Below right: Metasequoia glyptostroboides 
Photo:  Mary Ward

by Michael Hare, Convener 

NURSERY SALE DATES

The Friends’ Friday sale days 

for spring and summer are, 

7 September, 2 November,             

7 December and 22 February 

2019 from 8 am to 1 pm. Don’t 

forget membership cards and 

carry bags.

SPRING SALE DATES

20 and 21 October

Continuing the story of the 

Growing Friends' first 30 years, 

the coming Spring Sale is the 

30th anniversary Plant Sale – see the enclosed flyer – as the first 

plant sale took place in November 1988.

Please note: Because the major supermarkets, and many small 

retailers, have ceased to provide single-use plastic bags, we can 

no longer provide plastic bags for those customers who don’t 

bring their own bags. However, we will have available, for a gold 

coin, reusable bags.

growing
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Plants We Grow – Correas
Correas, surely the most versatile of Australian natives, 

range in size from large shrubs like the Mountain Correa 

(Correa lawrenceana), to attractive groundcovers like Correa 

nummularifolia (Correa reflexa var. nummularifolia). They 

grow in most light conditions apart from full-shade, tolerate 

most soil types except the heaviest and poorly draining, 

enjoy coastal conditions and respond well to hedging and 

pruning. Many cultivars are suitable for pots, too. Well 

known for attracting birds to the garden, Correa foliage 

varies widely in shape, texture and colour, as do the flowers, 

ranging in colour from white to vibrant orange.

Perhaps the most architectural is Correa alba. First identified 

by Joseph Banks, it has a wide natural distribution in Victoria, 

NSW and Tasmania. The go-to plant for exposed positions, 

unless in heavy clay, it is a hardy plant, frost resistant and is 

particularly suited to coastal planting. It can grow up to 3m in 

height with a 4m spread. A multi-stem shrub that covers from the 

ground up, it is an excellent background to a planting scheme 

and is quick-growing. It generally has small white flowers in 

autumn to winter, although there are pink varieties.

Another widely-grown species is Correa reflexa. Flower colour 

varies between green and deep red and there are many cultivars. 

Already mentioned is Correa nummularifolia, a versatile and attractive 

ground cover with rounded leaves and green flowers. Medium size 

shrubs include ‘Kangaroo Island’, ‘Mallacoota Town’ and ‘Melbourne’ 

cultivars with red and green flowers. They tolerate coastal planting 

and need well-drained conditions to thrive. An uncommon cultivar 

is C. reflexa ‘'Fat Bastard’ with large red flowers that makes an 

interesting specimen plant.

Correa decumbens, the Spreading Correa, originally collected 

by Ferdinand von Mueller, has narrower and longer flowers, 

ranging between red and pink. It spreads up to 3m and is very

useful as a groundcover. It needs well-drained conditions and 

does best in semi-shade. 

The 'Rock Correa', Correa glabra, is also a hardy species 

with many cultivars. Flower colour ranges between green, white 

and pink/reds. Frost- and drought-tolerant, it is said to thrive 

on neglect which makes the plant popular for situations where 

maintenance is difficult. It benefits from occasional pruning. 

C. glabra ‘Gold Tips’ and a variegated form deserve special 

mention. Their lighter-coloured foliage makes them useful in 

partial shade conditions where they catch the sun and create 

interest. 

Correa pulchella, 'Pretty Correas', offer the widest variety of 

flower colour and form of the species. They tend to be smaller 

shrubs with glossy leaves, best in semi-shade with some 

moisture. They strongly attract birds. Planted or in rockeries, 

the spectacular flowers of many cultivars make them valuable 

specimen plants. C. pulchella ‘White Tips’ has a pleasant pink 

bell-shaped flower with white tips and C. pulchella ‘Remarkable 

Rocks’ is a smaller shrub with vibrant orange flowers that glow 

in the sun. Another favourite is C. pulchella ‘Coffin Bay’ with pink 

to salmon pink flowers.

The 'Mountain Correa', Correa. lawrenceana, is a medium upright 

shrub to 3m and, although slower growing is useful as a screening 

plant. It will grow in shadier conditions and needs moisture. There 

are several cultivars with an especially attractive variety with deep 

pink flowers. The endangered C. lawrenceana var. genoensis, 

‘Genoa River Correa’, deserves collection. Its flowers are a yellowish 

green and it prefers a shady, moist, well-drained position.  

There will be a Correa that suits almost every requirement, 

and an Australian garden without a selection of these plants, is 

much the poorer.

Further reading; Maria Hitchcock, Correas, Australian Plants for 

Waterwise Gardens (Dural: Rosenberg, 2010).

Ken Barelli

From left to right: Correa glabra, variegated form; Correa lawrenceana; Correa pulchella; Correa nummularifolia.        Photos supplied by Growing Friends

friends
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Classes

Term 4, 2018 will start in the week 

beginning Saturday 6 October.

Classes of 8 weeks per term will 

be held on one of the following:

Evening: Tuesday 

Daytime: Monday, 

Wednesday, Thursday and 

Saturday

(two sessions each day 2.5hr) 

Sunday (one 2.5hr session) 

Friday (one 3hr session)

2.5hr classes:  

 Friends: $279

Non-members: $344

3hr classes:  

 Friends: $326

Non-members: $391

Venue will be confirmed when 

making a booking. 

We strongly recommend 

that students without prior 

experience in botanical illustration 

complete a Beginners’ 

Workshop before entering 

term classes.

Whirlybirds
The Whirlybirds Botanic Illustration 

group meets every Tuesday in a 

studio at Domain House.

We are an informal group 

where we support, encourage 

and advise our fellow artists 

while working on our own 

paintings. At present we are 

working towards exhibitions 

we have a special interest in  

including The Art of Botanical 

Illustration 2018 to be held in 

Domain House in October.

If you are a member of the 

Friends you are welcome to 

join the group in the afternoons 

commencing at 1 pm.

Please contact Sandra 

Sanger on 9598 9532 for 

further information.

All workshops will be held in DOMAIN HOUSE until further notice. For bookings and information, please see our 

website: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org.au or contact the Friends’ office on 9650 6398.

Workshops
All workshops will include morning 

and afternoon tea but not lunch.

Buds and Flowers
with Kate Nolan

Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 

September 10 am to 4 pm

Friends: $225 

Non-members: $290

Spring is near! And what 

more fitting way to celebrate 

this lovely time of year than 

to depict the quintessential 

botanical icons of spring: buds 

and blossoms. In this two-day 

masterclass Kate will look 

at the various ways we can 

make the most of buds and 

blossoms in botanical art. We 

Exotic Orchids and 

Colourful Cyclamen 
with John Pastoriza-Piñol 

Monday 24, Tuesday 25, 

Wednesday 26 and Thursday 

27 September

10 am to 4 pm

Friends: $420    

Non-members: $485

This four-day workshop involves 

painting a chosen subject.  John 

will provide assistance with 

composition, painting techniques 

and colour theory including how 

to use masking fluid to achieve 

very fine detail and how to use 

the NEEF ¼ Comb, an invaluable 

tool for contemporary botanical 

art. The workshop is suitable for 

those with some experience of 

botanical illustration.

will briefly explore the cultural 

context – how various cultures 

tackle this subject; then delve 

into the challenges of drawing 

and painting blossom which 

can be ephemeral and fragile. 

How buds grow and the 

particular intricacies of their 

depiction will also be studied 

and practised, and we will 

explore some compositions 

which will make the most of 

buds and blossoms.

A materials list will be 

supplied upon enrolment and 

some experience of botanical 

or watercolour painting is 

recommended.

Left top: Prunus subhirtella 'Pendula 
Rubra' 

Left below: Tulip bud 

both painted by Kate Nolan

Below: Oncidium x hybrida

Right top : Paphiopedilum x barbatum

Right Centre : Paphiopedilum x sukhakulii 

Orchids painted by John Pastoriza-Piñol

illustrators 
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The Art of Botanical Illustration Exhibiton 

2018
The exhibition will run from Saturday 13 October to Sunday 28 

October, 10 am to 4 pm every day. The Illustrators' Committee 

has been working hard to ensure everything is organised and 

ready for our opening night. We aim to get as many people as 

possible to the exhibition to see the great artworks. 

We will once again be presenting the Celia Rosser Award for 

outstanding works, along with the popular Artists in Residence 

prize, raffle, cards and calendars. This year, we will have a 

long line of fungi running down to Domain House Gallery – the 

penguins have gone elsewhere! The fungi are being painted 

and decorated by many of our artists and will hopefully be as 

colourful and full of life as the penguins. These will help promote 

and guide people to the exhibition.

Marketing and promotion is the key to getting a good sales 

result – the more people who know about the exhibition, the 

better. To this end, please let all of your friends, family and work 

colleagues know about this exhibition. If you need an electronic 

flyer to send out, just let me know (frbgart@gmail.com) so that I 

can email one to you closer to the time. I look forward to seeing 

everyone at the exhibition.

Andrew Carr

Convenert

Flora of Australia. A Botanical Art 

Worldwide Exhibition
Between 18 and 27 May this year a botanical art exhibition was 

held at the Ainslie Arts Centre, Braddon, ACT. Organised and 

managed by the Botanical Art Society of Australia (BASA), it was 

part of a worldwide exhibition that originated with the American 

Society of Botanical Art.

The works chosen for the exhibition featured plant species 

native to Australia. Of the 109 works selected to hang in the 

exhibition, 40 works were chosen to be sent digitally around the 

world for viewing in the 24 other participating countries. Several 

artists closely connected with the Friends' illustrators were 

among the many participating Australian artists. Dianne Emery, 

Mali Moir, Karen White, Sandra Sanger, Corinna May, Tess 

Maher, Illustrators Committee Members Thea Clark and Marta 

Salamon and workshop tutors John Pastoriza-Piñol and Kate 

Nolan all had their work accepted for display.

This unique international exhibition brings together artists and 

the public to highlight the role contemporary botanical artists 

play in calling attention to the need to preserve our botanical 

diversity. It is an original venture that also paves the way for art to 

build partnerships and educate the global community about the 

worldwide renaissance in botanical art. (Catalogue, 2018).

Above: Buddleja sp. painted by Karen White

Left:  Greenhood orchids painted by Dianne Emery 

 illustrators
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ALL CRAFT ACTIVITIES WILL BE HELD IN THE PLANT CRAFT COTTAGE. Book events online, please see the 

events page on our website www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org, fill in the enclosed booking form or contact the Friends’ 

office on 9650 6398. 

Craft Demonstrations
Bookings not required

10.30 am – 2 pm

Cost: Free.

Natural Dye 

5 September; 3 October; 

7 November

Potpourri 

14 September; 12 October; 

9 November

Members are invited to come 

and watch the group make a 

moth-repellent mix

Fibre 
11 September; 9 October; 

13 November

Basketry

19 September; 17 October; 

21 November

Plant Card

20 September; 18 October; 

15 November

School Holiday Program
Corn Dollies
Friday 5 October from 10.30 am – 12.30 pm 

Cost per child:  $10

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL and close by Friday 28 September

Suitable for ages  8 – 12 years.   All equipment supplied. 

Corn dollies were made at harvest time from the last sheaf of 

corn cut. The Corn Spirit was supposed to live or be reborn in 

the plaited straw ornament or corn doll and was kept until the 

following spring to ensure a good harvest.

Plant Craft Cottage is near H 

Gate on Alexandra Avenue, 

where there is metered 

parking. Melway 2G, ref B11.

Open 10 am – 3 pm Tuesday 

to Friday and 11 am – 4 pm 

on the third Sunday of every 

month except December 

and January. Closed Public 

Holidays.

Knitting Group

18 September; 16 October; 

20 November

The Remembrance Poppy 

project is now complete and the 

group will embark on new small 

item projects.

Time: 10.30 am – 12.30 pm 

Cost:  Free 

Tea and coffee provided.

 

Sunday Open Days

16 September; 21 October; 

18 November 

11 am – 4 pm     Cost: Free

Christmas Bunting Workshop for  Children
With Bridget Hillebrand

Sunday 18 November from 10 am – 3 pm

Cost per child: $40  

Maximum number 15. All materials supplied.

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL and close by Wednesday 14 November 

Suitable for ages 8 – 15 years.

The morning will be spent working on mono printing and 

stencilling, making pretty paper to create a string of Christmas 

bunting for home decoration in the afternoon.

Bring your own lunch.

Moth Repellent
1 cup rosemary sprigs ½ cup chopped bay leaves

1 cup tansy  1 cup santolina

1 cup wormwood  ½ cup cloves roughly ground

1 cup southernwood ½ cup citrus peel roughly ground

1 cup lavender   ½ cup cinnamon sticks roughly  

   ground

Mix cloves, cinnamon and citrus peel together and add to the 

chopped herbs.

This will fill approximately ten small sachets.

METHOD

Either on a dry day before 

the sun is too hot, or 

late afternoon, gather 

unblemished fragrant 

material and dry in a well-

ventilated spot, never in 

direct sunlight. 

Herbs such as mints 

and scented pelargoniums 

will dry quicker if stripped 

from the stem, rosemary 

can be removed from stem 

in sprigs when fresh. Other 

herbs can be hang-dried in 

small bunches.

Remove citrus peel 

(a fixative) with either a 

‘zester’ or a vegetable 

peeler avoiding all white 

pith. It can be dried on top of the refrigerator and roughly 

ground before use. Use whole spices where possible and grind 

in a mortar or blender.

When combining the mixture, seal in an airtight container 

(not plastic).  Leave to mature for approximately six weeks, 

shaking every few days to blend the ingredients and develop 

the fragrance.

plant
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From the Archives
In 1851, at the height of the Victorian gold rush, Henry 

Ginn, Colonial Architect, designed a 'handsome lodge' to 

be built at the western gate of the Botanic Gardens for 

use as an Under-Gardener's Cottage. This building, which 

would become known as H Gate Lodge, was home to a 

series of under-gardeners who, with their families, would 

live in it over the next 125 years.

    A contemporary description was that the building of the 

cottage answered an urgent need for accommodation on the 

site ... while certainly very appealing in appearance, it was also 

very small, being a three-roomed symmetrical brick cottage with 

a central Day Room and flanking bedrooms. Study of the plan 

reveals no provision for a water supply, no washing or separate 

cooking facilities ... Although there are many decorative brick 

recesses on the external walls, very few of these actually housed 

windows. Only two small leadlighted windows were provided in 

each bedroom, and two slightly larger ones in the Day Room. The 

light would have been barely adequate.

The first recorded occupant in 1853 was a gardener named 

Young; at that time Ferdinand von Mueller is referred to as a 

lodger, presumably because of his frequent absences on plant 

gathering expeditions. It is believed that between the years 1853 

and 1856, Mueller lived there with his sisters.

Christian Gottlieb Schneider, who worked closely with 

Mueller, lived there with his family between 1862 and 1883; 

a descendent remembered family picnics under a double-

flowered horse chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum) – near A 

Gate and Alexandra Avenue – as her g-g-grandfather’s tree!

In 1887 it became home to Bridget and James Slattery and 

their eleven children. There is a reference to Governor LaTrobe  

having frequently visited the gardens, coming down past 

Jolimont from the Government House and crossing by a boat 

which he used to hail, landing near Slattery’s house. 

One of the legends in the Slattery family is the story of a 

little girl called Nellie Mitchell who fell into the Yarra and was 

rescued by Bridget Slattery – she survived to become Dame 

Nellie Melba! Over the years, it has become a tradition for the 

descendants of Bridget and James Slattery to gather at the 

cottage for a regular family reunion.

Later came the Cronin family in 1891 with their four children 

and in 1912, John White and his family, whose granddaughter 

remembered fishing in the lake after the Gardens were closed 

and how her grandfather used to go around all the gates at 

night to check that they were locked.

From 1918 to 1928 the Cottage was home to the family of 

Alexander Shaw, a Scotsman from Inverness, who trained at 

Kew Gardens. Descendants spoke of their isolation. Once the 

Garden gates were locked at sunset they were on their own, 

and while it was possible to lock the undesirables out, there was 

also the danger of locking them in! An outing which lasted until 

after dark meant a long and scary walk across the unlit Domain 

and through the Gardens to the Cottage.

The Williams, Perkins, Greig and Ralston families lived in the 

Cottage between the years 1928 and 1957 when William Honey 

and his family moved in. His daughter Helen remembered that 

there was a wood stove and oven until, with the advent of bottled 

gas, a new gas stove was installed; there was a chip heater in 

the bathroom and the telephone number was connected to the 

central exchange which was operated manually – the number 

was Central 1032.

The Cottage, surrounded by trees, was cold and damp in 

winter, but cool and shady in warm weather. The last gardener,  

Terry Davies, moved out in 1977.

In November 1981, it opened as the Plant Craft Cottage 

and the stories of the 37 years of its life as a craft centre have 

become part of the long history of H Gate Lodge. It is now one 

of a number of buildings in Melbourne’s Royal Botanic Gardens 

on the Victorian Heritage Register. 

Phyl Knaggs 
(In preparing this article I wish to acknowledge that I have drawn heavily 

on The Plant Craft Cottage, Janet Walsh (unpublished) June 1993). 

Left: Plant Craft Cottage               Photo: Meg Miller
Right:  H Gate and the steps leading up to the cottage.         Photo: Kath Dupleix
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BOOK EVENTS ONLINE, FROM THE EVENTS PAGE ON OUR WEBSITE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org OR  

ON OUR ENCLOSED BOOKING FORM. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

Eco String Bottle-

Holder
Basketry Workshop with 

Lydia Beshara

Saturday 8 September   

10 am to 3 pm 

Plant Craft Cottage

enter via H Gate 

Friends $85    Non-Members $95 

Workshop number limit 10 

Bookings Close 4 September

Morning tea and coffee 

provided. BYO Lunch.

Learn a new skill at this craft workshop with Lydia Beshara at 

the Royal Botanic Gardens! Make your own lightweight, eco 

string bottle-holder, so you can carry your water bottle and keep 

hydrated wherever you go.

Our tutor Lydia will take you through all the steps from start to 

finish and provide simple tips on making netting and cordage in 

this workshop. 

No experience needed. All materials included. Suits both 

adults and teenagers.

Adult Origami 

Workshops  
With Kritima Chamchuen 

Saturday 15 September 

Session 1: 10 am to 11.30 am  

Session 2: 12 noon to 1.30 pm

Plant Craft Cottage

enter via H Gate 

Friends $35    Non-Members $45 

Workshop number limit 6 

Bookings close 17 September

Calling all creative adults to this wonderful origami workshop 

with Kritima Chamchuen (known as Mew). 

Origami is an ancient art form that originated in Japan and is 

the creation of paper forms, usually entirely by folding. Join our 

experienced teacher Mew in this class for adults, and she will 

introduce you to the basics of origami in a fun and accessible 

way. It will seem almost magical as you learn how to transform 

a flat sheet of paper into a three-dimensional form, using only 

your hands. Students can choose to make an elephant, crane or 

a lily flower.

All paper and equipment supplied, including some special 

handmade paper. Mew will also have extra paper for purchase if 

students wish.

Reflections on The 

Master Gardener: 

T.R. Garnett 
Illustrated talk by Dr 

Andrew Lemon, historian

Tuesday 25 September

at 6 for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium 

Friends $20    Non-Members $25 

Students and Pensioners $10

Bookings close 21 September

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk.

Megan Backhouse in The Age recently enthused about 

Andrew Lemon’s new book, The Master Gardener, under the 

headline: ‘Biographer digs deep to unearth the unsung story 

of a gardening guru’. From the Garden of St Erth, T.R. Garnett 

(1915-2006) was part of Melbourne’s horticultural landscape. 

An exemplary writer and editor, plantsman and conservation 

advocate, Garnett played a crucial role in the early 1990s in 

securing the future of the Royal Botanic Gardens under its 

own board. Half of his long life was as an Englishman, half 

as an Australian. He was a cricketer, scholar, ornithologist, 

squadron leader, eminent school principal. 'Garnett', says 

Backhouse,’ never divulged much about what had gone before.' 

Lemon reveals all. The multiple award-winning author is a past 

president of the Royal Historical Society of Victoria.  

events
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BOOK EVENTS ONLINE, FROM THE EVENTS PAGE ON OUR WEBSITE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org OR  

ON OUR ENCLOSED BOOKING FORM. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

National Herbarium
of Victoria
Insiders’ Walk

Digital Access – Unlocking 

the Collection in the 21st 

Century
Tuesday 9 October 10 am or
Wednesday 10 October 10 am
Gate Lodge, 100 Birdwood Ave
$20  Members Only

NUMBERS STRICTLY LIMITED

Bookings close 5 October

Meet for refreshments at 10 am
The walk begins at 10.20 am.

There is an interest and increasing demand in the general 

community for online access to arts, scientific, and cultural 

heritage collections. View first-hand a selection of items from 

the State Botanical Collection (herbarium specimens and 

library collection) and hear how current projects conducted 

within the Herbarium building are enabling online access to 

this scientifically significant natural history collection.

Dr Pina Milne (Collections Manager) and Sally Stewart 

(Librarian) will guide us through this valuable collection.

Choose from either of these sessions, mark the appropriate 

space on the online or printed booking form.

The Art of Botanical 

Illustration 2018
Exhibition

13 October - 28 October

Domain House  

Dallas Brooks Drive 

Open daily: 10 am – 4 pm 

The Friends are proud to present this beautiful exhibition by 

leading botanical artists from Australia and overseas. Botanical 

illustration is one of the oldest watercolour genres used 

throughout history to help to classify plants. It is a thriving 

art form and plays an important role in the scientific plant 

identification process.

This year the exhibition will be opened by Her Excellency, the 

Hon. Linda Dessau AC, Governor of Victoria and Patron of the 

Friends. A highlight of the exhibition will be the awarding of the 

Celia Rosser Medal to the artist/s whose work in the exhibition is 

judged as outstanding. All works of art in the exhibition, as well 

as a selection of cards, unframed works and the Friends’ new 

2019 calendar, will be available for sale.

Make A Succulent 

Garden 
Children's Worshop

Saturday October 13

10 am to 12 noon

Plant Craft Cottage 

enter via H Gate

Cost per child : $15

Workshop number limit 10

Suitable for ages 6 – 13 

years.  All materials provided.

Bookings close 8 October.

This workshop will introduce children to working with plants to 

create a small succulent garden in a pot. During the class, the 

children will be provided with a pot, succulent potting mix and 

plants to build a little garden which is easy to care for. Each 

child will take their small potted garden home for nurturing or to 

be given as a gift. 

events
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Hospital Gardens for 

Health and Recovery
Illustrated talk by Steven 

Wells

Wednesday 17 October

at 6 for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall National Herbarium 

Friends $20    Non-Members $25 

Students and Pensioners $10

Bookings close 12 October

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk.

Steven will tell the story of the first successful sensory and healing 

gardens and the horticultural therapy programs at the Royal 

Talbot Rehabilitation Centre. He will relate how the inclusion of 

gardens expanded across Austin Health’s three facilities. 

With his combined careers of nursing, horticultural therapy and 

garden design, Steven has a unique insight into how connecting 

with nature through gardens and gardening while in hospital 

can be therapeutic and beneficial. He studied horticulture at The 

University of Melbourne’s Burnley campus and is the 2012 ABC 

Gardening Australia ‘Gardener of the Year’. He is passionate 

about sharing the benefits of gardening and horticultural therapy.

Steven will also include insights and highlights from his 

recent Churchill Fellowship travels researching therapeutic 

gardens in healthcare settings.   

Woven Raffia Table 

Mats or Coasters
Basketry Workshop with 

Lydia Beshara

Saturday 20 October 

10 am to 3 pm

Plant Craft Cottage 

enter via H Gate

Friends $85     Non-Members $95 

Bookings close 15 October

Limit of 10 per workshop 

Morning tea and coffee 

provided. BYO Lunch.

Learn a new skill at this Saturday basketry craft workshop with 

Lydia Beshara at the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria. Unleash 

your artistiv flair and enjoy using brightly coloured raffia to create 

a festive mat or coaster. Join Lydia in this one-day workshop 

where you will be using woven raffia to make your mat. Choose 

festive seasonal colours or hot colours for a summer table. 

Lydia will demonstrate all the techniques you’ll need from start 

to finish.

No experience needed. All materials included. Take home 

your creation at the end of the workshop. Suitable for both 

adults and teenagers.

Tour of The Art of 

Botanical Illustration 

2018 Exhibition
Insiders' Walk

Tuesday 23 October at 10 am

Gate Lodge 100 Birdwood Ave

$20  Members Only 

Bookings close 19 October

Meet for refreshments at 10 am.

Members of the Botanical Illustrators’ Group will lead a visit 

to the 2018 Art of Botanical Illustration exhibition. The tour will 

be an opportunity to make discoveries about the design and 

technique of botanical illustration and exhibition. A botanical 

artist will demonstrate the craft and we will be able to appreciate 

first-hand the intricacies involved in this exquisite art form.

The works on display cover a huge range of subjects and 

artistic styles and your guide will endeavour to help you observe 

and understand these differences. A selection of artists’ sketch 

books will be displayed, allowing the visitor a ‘behind the 

scenes’ view of the workings that make up the final illustration.

We will meet at Gate Lodge for morning tea and a brief 

introduction before walking over to the Domain House Gallery to 

view the exhibition.

events
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New Members 

Welcome at TABI
Thursday 25 October at 

5.30 pm

Domain House,  

Dallas Brooks Drive

Bookings close 22 October

Refreshments will be 

provided.

The Friends extends a warm welcome to new members and 

recently-joined members to come to our Introduction event. The 

event is set inside the extraordinary Art of Botanical Illustration 

exhibition where you can marvel at the exquisite work. Botanical 

art classes are a popular activity on the Friends’ calendar.

Over a drink and canapés meet other members and gain 

first-hand information from the various coordinators who 

organise events, publish the quarterly magazine, produce 

greeting cards, nurture the plants for members’ plant sales and 

create plant crafts. You will learn about the role the Friends plays 

and how your contribution supports the Gardens.

Invitations will be sent to all recently-joined Friends. If you 

have not yet attended a new member's event, you are very 

welcome, but please ring our office on 9650 6398 and an 

invitation will be sent to you. 

Clivia Cultivation 

with Peter Haeusler
Talking Plants

Friday 26 October at 10 am

Mueller Hall National Herbarium

Friends $20   Non-Members $25 

Students and Pensioners $10

Bookings close 22 October

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk.

Clivias have long been appreciated for their hardiness and 

value as shade-loving plants that brighten up otherwise dull and 

difficult parts of the garden. Today, most gardeners know there 

are orange, yellow and even red forms, but few are aware of 

the explosion of activity taking place around the world involving 

Clivia hybridisation. We are seeing a huge increase in the range 

of colours, the development of variegated and multipetal types, 

together with the emergence of compact forms well suited to 

smaller gardens. 

Peter Haeusler is a specialist Clivia breeder based in 

Melbourne. He will talk about these exciting developments 

and the possibilities they open up in terms of using Clivias 

to enhance our gardens, to grace our patios, and as indoor 

specimens.

Edible Weeds Walk 
Fit Friends Ramble 

Wednesday 14 November 

at 9.50 am for a 10 am start

Meet at Harrison St, East 

Brunswick – Exact location to 

be confirmed closer to date. 

Friends $35   Non-Members $45 

(includes tour cost) 

Bookings close 7 November 

Numbers limited to 20 for this 

walk. Bookings essential.

Many common urban weed species are edible and can provide 

valuable, nutritious fresh food. Learn about dandelion, sow 

thistle, mallow, amaranth, wild onions, wild celery, stinging nettle 

and many more. Weeds are used by health practitioners for their 

curative properties. Hear about some of the ecological uses of 

weeds as soil improvers, soil indicators and compost additives.

Come with our guide, Adam, on this extraordinary (2 hours) 

ramble along the Merri Creek foraging for edible weeds. We 

will finish up at CERES, (Centre for Education and Research 

in Environmental Strategies), an award winning, not-for-profit, 

sustainability centre located in East Brunswick, where we can 

buy refreshments (at own expense) at the café and wander 

around at our own pace. 

See also Adam’s weed hunting book The Weed Forager’s 

Handbook.

events
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Weave a Christmas 

Card 
Craft Workshop with Lydia 

Beshara

Saturday 17 November   

10 am to 3 pm

Plant Craft Cottage, enter via 

H Gate 

Friends $85    Non-Members $95

Numbers limited to 10  

Bookings close 12 November

Morning tea and coffee 

provided. BYO Lunch.

Learn a new skill at this Saturday craft workshop by joining 

Lydia Beshara at the Plant Craft Cottage.

Learn how to follow a pattern to weave your card using strips 

of paper. You will also gain new skills on how to draft your own 

patterns to create new designs for further weaving projects. 

No experience needed. All materials included. Suits both 

adults and teenagers. 

Paint Flowers in the 

Garden
Gouache Workshop with 

Jo Reitze

Saturday 24 November  

10 am to 4 pm

Plant Craft Cottage enter via 

H Gate 

Friends $50   Non-Members $70 

Tea and coffee provided. BYO 

lunch. 

Bookings close 16 November 

Class size limited to 15.

Bring the outside inside, capture the garden or that special place. 

Join Jo Reitze of ‘Paints Your Garden’ at this hands-on workshop in 

the beautiful surrounds of the PCC Garden. 

The workshop will give participants experience working in 

gouache, sometimes referred to as 'designer colour.' This is a 

more forgiving medium than traditional watercolour. The strong 

tonal contrasts of oil can be achieved with ease as gouache 

is a water-based medium. A postcard-sized painting will be 

completed in the session.

A materials list will be available from the Friends’ office.

Jo Reitze is a Fellow of The Victorian Artists' Society and is 

the Past President of the Melbourne Society of Women Painters 

and Sculptors. Jo usually works on location (en plein air) and 

in recent years, has concentrated on painting flowers and 

gardens, enchanted by their colour and beauty.

Celebrate Christmas 

With the Friends
Thursday 29 November 

6 pm – 8 pm 

Gardens House

$70 per person

Bookings close 13 November

Enter on main path to RBGV 

from Observatory Gate 

or through Gate F beside 

National Herbarium.

Start your Christmas season with the Friends at the historic 

Gardens House, home of the former directors of the RBG. We 

are delighted to offer members, their families and friends, the 

opportunity of visiting this lovely venue and enjoying convivial 

company on an early summer's evening.

In the tranquil and private garden setting celebrate the festive 

season and enjoy the fun of our raffle table filled with gardening 

surprises.

This is an occasion when members old and new, and 

the FRBG Council and committee members, come together 

to celebrate the end of another busy and successful year 

supporting the Gardens. Do join us.

events
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mirror the area in which he grew up – the Mornington Peninsula.  

He is a visual learner, and spends some time creating abstract 

paintings in an effort to gauge the effect of the plant colours he 

proposes to use. Like Andy Sturgeon, Bernard says small things 

can influence the detail of a design. In one case Bernard noticed 

the wind pattern created around a plant in a sand dune, and used 

the curve he had seen to inform part of a garden design.

Professor Cassian Schmidt is the Director of Hermannshof 

Gardens in Germany. He uses ideas from the many natural plant 

communities he encounters as models for sustainable, low-

maintenance plantings of perennials in his design work. Cassian 

had many remarkable slides prepared for his audience, showing 

the same areas of garden planting in all four seasons of the 

year. It was noticeable that the colour palette was so rich, but 

changed in each season. Hermannshof is a public garden and 

research institute, and specialises in creating various habitats. 

Cassian outlined twelve different habitats that the Gardens 

works with, and gave some examples of the differences 

encountered, such as dry habitat which will result in scattered 

plant growth, while a moist habitat introduces the problem of 

competitive plant growth, so that some parts of the plant palette 

may not survive over time. Cassian made the comment that in 

Europe the natural understorey is perennial, but here in Australia 

he had seen a natural understorey of shrubbery.

Dr Kate Cullity, of Taylor Cullity Lethlean (TCL) grew up in 

Western Australia on a river and was struck by how the public 

made use of this space. For this reason, inclusivity has been a 

defining feature of her landscapes, created jointly with her late 

husband Kevin Taylor, Perry Lethlean and the large, creative 

team at what is now TCL. The biodiversity hotspot that is the 

south-west of WA continues to be a source of inspiration to her, 

so plants are always a focus in TCL landscapes. The need to 

tread lightly on the Australian landscape is critical – sites are 

Design with Nature: Reconnecting People + 

Place
The heading above is the slogan from the  Australian 

Landscape Gardeners' Conference was held in March this 

year and featured designers from overseas and Australia. 

Each speaker had a chance to expound on design 

philosophy and experience, and all inspired interest in the 

audience. It became apparent that though each designer 

faced challenges common to all  – ‘What on earth am I 

going to do with this space?’ ‘The site is so windy’ ‘ The 

rainfall is very low’ ‘The clients’ wishes must become part 

of the result’ ‘ Will there be continuing maintenance to 

ensure the design remains true?’ ‘What story will this 

garden tell?’ – their inspiration and methods all differed 

remarkably.

Andy Sturgeon, from the United Kingdom, is, according to the 

conference program notes, a ‘design junky, interested in furniture, 

set design, art, architecture, window dressing, and underpinning it 

all, the natural landscape. In the course of his talk he said ‘I want 

the (finished) garden to look like a Vermeer painting’. 

Andy showed slides of his award-winning gardens from the 

Chelsea Flower Show where he twice won the Best in Show 

award. He features natural materials rather than glass, plastic 

and steel, and feels that the play of light through his gardens 

is very important. In one garden, he included a sculpture which 

mimicked the way stamens grow in flowers. His mantra is ‘Don’t 

do as I do; see what I see’.

Bernard Trainor, Australian-born, but based in California, sets out 

to work with the site rather than against it. He is very influenced by 

resource conservation and working with plants which thrive, even in 

harsh conditions. In many cases the sites with which he works 

Photo supplied by Bernard Trainor.   

Prairie Garden.             Photo: Prof Cassian Schmidt.

landscape gardening
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easily damaged if care is not taken, and the combination of 

climate and thin, low nutrient soils doesn’t offer a lot of buffering 

capacity. She’s a believer in being in the landscape and 

understanding what you have already before starting to design: 

she and Kevin lived in the Central Australian landscape for a 

couple of months before starting on their work on the Uluru-Kata 

Tjuta Visitors’ Centre. The Australian Garden at Cranbourne takes 

a journey from the arid centre of Australia to the fertile coastal 

edge where most people live. An experience of the journey that 

water takes across the continent is a key element in the Australian 

Garden story. The Red Centre – the Sand Garden – is deliberately 

not accessible to people, making it impossible for viewers to get 

an accurate sense of the scale of this area – it looks big and it 

feels big – which is how the centre of Australia is.

Kathryn Gustafson's view is that landscape is any surface 

with a sky above it – perhaps not surprising from someone 

who grew up in big scale landscape: the high desert of the 

Cascade Mountains in Washington State. Plants have to be 

tough to survive on rainfall alone in this environment! In this 

context, perhaps it's also not surprising that she’s always 

up for a challenge, and has completed many of the most 

iconic landscaping projects of the 20th and 21st centuries. 

She demonstrated her allegiance to landscape architecture 

by talking about shape – of the land, the plantings and the 

buildings she works with and around. A feature of her work 

is the inclusion of water in her designs. Kathryn explained 

that there are two types of water design – still water which 

denotes strength, and moving water which suggests chaos. 

Other influences included the sight of flying birds all swooping 

together, and the African American Museum garden is based on 

this idea. The Lurie Garden in Chicago is based on the contrast 

of hill and dale, and hence light and dark. On the light side of

the garden nothing is growing above hip height and the colour 

palette is light, while on the dark side of the garden there are 

trees and dark-coloured plantings. Kathryn also designed the 

Princess Diana Memorial Fountain in Hyde Park, London. This 

fountain is not the common fountain shape with water spraying 

upwards into the air. Instead, a womb-shaped water race 

has been cut into the hill and the water race features narrow, 

tumbling water (chaos) and wider, still water (for peace). There 

are very popular seating areas around this fountain. Kathryn 

said seating is highly prized during London’s lunch hours. 

 

   Miguel Urquijo comes from Spain where the climate is very 

dry, and he says irrigation is a must, as are protective walls to 

mitigate wind damage. These walls also help define the garden 

space and focus the eye on the immediate garden rather than 

the surrounding landscape. He feels that if walls are not 

possible, then the garden should mimic the larger landscape so 

that if the trees in the larger landscape are rounded, then the 

trees in the designed garden should also be rounded so that 

the garden becomes part of the whole. He has found too much 

colour in a garden can distract as each colour competes for the 

viewer's attention. A small palette is better, he said, and 

commented that as the garden evolves and grows, the woodier 

plants will dominate unless the garden is constantly tended. 

Miguel also recommended a book by Russell Page – The 

Education of a Gardener – and said he would not be without it.

Dr Noel Kingsbury spoke about the search for aesthetic, 

naturalistic, ecological landscapes. He said many of our 

landscapes are unsustainable and fussy and his examination 

of temperate zone European landscapes gave delegates an 

insight into approaches that might work in Australia using a 

different palette of plants. Aesthetics are inspired by natural 

Cultuurpark Westergasfabriek                Photo: Kathryn Gustafson

Stage 2 of Australian Garden: Lily Pad Bridge..      Photo: John Gollings

landscape
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succeed; all of these designers understand the individual plants 

they’re working with, and see how to put them together into a 

bigger picture. Noel also spoke about matrix plantings, and 

mentioned that research is being carried out on bee populations 

to ascertain the efficacy of this style of planting.

Sam Cox Landscape is an autonomous business that has 

designed naturalistic native gardens in Victoria for the past 17 

years. Sam Cox began his career in landscaping through working 

with Gordon Ford (who at that time was still a very active 77-year- 

old). Sam is very much a part of the Edna Walling/Ellis Stones/

Gordon Ford lineage of hands-on involvement in both design and 

construction. He focuses on making sure the structural elements 

of the landscape look real, and he records the position of rocks as 

they come out of the landscape and uses that information to place 

them in their new location. His talk featured a number of photos 

that demonstrated his attention to detail when moving large rocks 

into place. Sam’s plant selections are sensitive to locality and  

habitat resilience and he makes use of foliage contrasts to add 

depth and texture to his plantings. Like Bernard Trainor and Miguel 

Urquijo, he advocates working with a small, strong plant palette. 

Sam believes the landscape embodies the spirit of a place. 

He also feels that we are in danger of permanently despoiling our 

irreplaceable natural landscape. He showed slides of the garden 

he has created around his home demonstrating that the natural 

environment is as accessible as more manufactured gardens of 

plants from other countries.

This rich assortment of ideas formed the formal speaking 

part of the conference over a weekend, and there followed a full 

schedule of workshops over the next two days. Many conference 

delegates said that this was the best Australian Landscape 

Gardeners' Conference ever. We think they were right.

Dr Sue Murphy and Meg Miller

plant communities and more designers recognise that these 

are dynamic spaces where plants live and die, and where 

regeneration, loss and arrival of new plants (not necessarily 

weeds!) keeps it interesting. We’re slowly moving away from 

recent modern focus on landscape function and delivery of 

ecosystem services – and thinking about the importance of 

biodiversity and aesthetic values as well. Some designers and 

landscape owners/managers would say they never forgot about 

it, but we still have plenty of dull landscapes with monocultual 

plantings to give the lie to that. The issue to be addressed is 

that complex, diverse landscapes won’t necessarily manage 

themselves (even if they do in nature) and we need to develop 

the understanding and skills to support them. This means 

resources for maintenance and management and a return to 

care and stewardship that was traditionally part of an older style 

of horticulture. Noel discussed a range of modern approaches: 

'Sheffield School' plantings typified by James Hitchmough and 

Nigel Dunnett that create sown herbaceous meadow plantings 

for large-scale landscapes (London’s Queen Elizabeth Olympic 

Park), and Melbourne’s own woody meadow project being 

undertaken as a collaboration between Sheffield University 

(James Hitchmough, Audrey Gerber), the City of Melbourne 

and The University of Melbourne (Claire Farrell and John 

Rayner). Noel noted that Piet Oudolf is seen as a key figure in 

the ecological, New Perennial movement, but that he doesn’t 

claim to be an ecologist at all. Piet’s landscapes are successful 

because, as a nurseryman, he sees the forms of plants and 

understands what they offer through the year. His landscapes 

are driven by tonal and structural qualities and this is why they 

Monfragüe National Park      Photo: Miguel Urquijo

                Photo: Sam Cox

... all of these designers understand the plants 
they are working with ....

gardening
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Species Roses and the Origins of Roses in 

Australia
Species roses are the original native or wild roses which 

can be found growing naturally in temperate regions 

in forests, swamps and grasslands of the northern 

hemisphere. There are an estimated 120 species of wild 

rose and they are fascinating plants with interesting 

foliage, architectural canes, unusual prickles, and rose 

hips in a variety of shapes and colours. Tough, disease 

and drought resistant and requiring little pruning, 

species roses can make interesting garden plants if you 

have the space to grow them.

Both the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria, Melbourne Gardens, 

and the Mount Lofty Botanic Gardens, 15 km from Adelaide, have 

collections of species roses which show the origins and history of 

the modern roses of today. Both collections contain not only the 

species roses, but also many other roses of historical significance 

including Australian-bred cultivars.

There are no roses native to Australia or indeed anywhere in 

the southern hemisphere, but nevertheless Australia has a long 

and distinguished history of rose growing and rose breeding. 

In spite of transport difficulties in the early days of the colony, 

roses had arrived in Australia by the 1820s and are noted to 

have been growing in abundance in Tasmania in the 1830s.

One of the earliest Australian rose cultivators and breeders 

was New South Wales nurseryman Michael Guilfoyle of Guilfoyle 

and Sons Exotic Nursery, who had 80 roses for sale in his 1851 

catalogue, most of them recently imported. He is also attributed 

with breeding 13 new cultivars in the 1860s. Michael Guilfoyle 

was the father of William Guilfoyle, the Director of the Royal 

Botanic Gardens Melbourne from 1873 to 1909.  

Queenslander Alf Williams released 30 Tea Roses, Polyanthas 

and Hybrid Tea roses between 1890 and 1913 and it is believed 

that all but one of these have been lost.

When developing hardy roses to suit Australian conditions 

some of the rose breeders, and this is a practice still occurring 

today, would use the species roses in their breeding program to 

obtain certain traits. 

Alister Clark (1864–1949), probably Australia’s most 

famous and prolific early rose breeder, was one to make use 

of the species roses and two Alister Clark roses feature in the 

Species Rose Collection in the RBGV Melbourne Gardens.  

Alister Clark’s Borderer from 1919, is a polyantha, which are 

distinguished by their clusters of small blooms, and it has 

the species rose Rosa wichuraiana in its breeding. Rosa 

wichuraiana, native to China, Japan and Korea, has long trailing 

thorny branches up to six metres long with glossy green leaves 

and single five-petalled white flowers with prominent yellow 

stamens in summer followed by small dark red hips.  

The Species Rose Collection in the RBGV Melbourne Gardens.         Photo:  Michelle Endersby 

rose
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Alister Clark’s Squatter’s Dream, a yellow shrub rose from 

1923, is a Rosa gigantea cross. Rosa gigantea, a species 

rose native to the foothills of the Himalayas, can grow up to 

15 metres high with distinctive drooping, mahogany-coloured 

new foliage, five-petal blooms of white to butter-yellow, yellow 

stamens and a mild to strong, clove and honeysuckle fragrance. 

A fine specimen of Rosa gigantea can be found in the gardens 

of Heide Museum of Modern Art, 7 Templestowe Rd, Bulleen, 

where an annual free tour of the roses in the gardens is 

conducted around the second week of November.

The cultivars of another Australian rose breeder, Frank 

Riethmuller (1884-1965), also feature in the Species Rose 

Garden in Melbourne. Claret Cup, a polyantha from 1964, and 

Carabella, a floribunda from 1960, both have Rosa wichuraiana 

and Rosa multiflora in their parentage. Rosa multiflora, native to 

Asia, is commonly used as root stock for grafted roses.

The first recognised female Australian rose breeder was Olive 

Fitzhardinge who registered and bred 12 roses between 1932 

and 1939. Up to the present day there have been over 160 

Australian Rose Breeders and more than 800 Australian-bred 

and-raised roses registered.

Over the years many Australian-bred roses have been lost. 

It is imperative that these roses are included in public gardens 

to preserve them for future generations. Here in Victoria we are 

fortunate to have three gardens awarded the honour of being 

named International Rose Gardens of Excellence by the World 

Federation of Rose Societies. Each of these rose gardens has a 

collection of Australian-bred roses. These gardens are:

• The Victoria State Rose Garden, located adjacent to 

The Mansion at Werribee Park in the Werribee Park 

Tourism Precinct, Gate 2, K Road, Werribee South, 

vicstaterosegarden.com.au

• The Morwell Centenary Rose Garden, 2 Avondale Rd, 

Morwell, morwellrosegarden.com.au

• The Mornington Botanical Rose Gardens, located 

at the Civic Reserve on the corner of Dunns 

Road and Mornington-Tyabb Road, Mornington, 

morningtonrosegardens.com.au

One further garden of note for Australian-bred roses is the 

Alister Clark Memorial Rose Garden located on the corner of 

Bulla Road and Green Street, Bulla. This garden is recognised 

as the most complete collection of Alister Clark roses in the 

world. However, it comprises only 60 of the 122 plants Alister 

Clark released in his lifetime, as sadly many of them have 

been lost. This garden is a way of preserving the Alister Clark 

roses for the future and celebrating the life and work of a great 

Australian rosarian.

Michelle Endersby

Michelle Endersby is a painter of roses and a Vice-President of the Rose 

Society of Victoria (est.1899).

michelleendersbyart.com      rosesocietyvic.org.au

A display of Frank Riethmuller's Claret Cup in the RBGV Melbourne Gardens.        Photo:  Michelle Endersby

notes
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Above: A walk in The Ian Potter Foundation Children's Garden.                              Photo:  Chris Stott

Below: On the path from E Gate past the Canna beds.                  Photo: John Harrison

The Photo Group conducted a photo walk in 

May to discover pathways, tracks and trails. 

This activity was well attended on what was 

a gloomy day. We all know of the Melbourne 

Gardens’ pathways with their wondrous 

curves that generously describe spaces as we 

pass through different areas. These changes 

in direction are accompanied with elevational 

changes via hills and dales. Many times these 

curving trails lead us to view a new vista that 

beckons us to further discoveries.

It seems there are differences in paths, tracks 

and trails. Principally, broad paths are usually 

well surfaced, generally well signed, with bollard 

lighting and abundant seating to take in a view 

for a longer time. Tracks are usually less formal 

in structure and in surface materials as is evident 

in the Vireya and Camellia collections and other 

parts of the Gardens. These are generally more 

intimate and quiet, allowing for a more peaceful discovery of 

textures, fallen leaves, seed pods, fallen flowers, lizards, insects 

and bird life. Trails are completely informal and physically may 

not even exist. They are possibly the least prams, and overseas 

structured and allow the rambler to make infinite adjustment of 

views or of collections like the Oak Lawn.

There is something inspirational about taking a walk in 

the Gardens for all sorts of reasons. There are the inevitable 

joggers, the gentle strollers, mothers with their children in 

photo
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visitors all enjoying the possibility of achieving discoveries and 

exercise in a beautiful space while pursuing these pathways. 

Perhaps it is also a good exercise for the brain, allowing it to 

relax momentarily, as walkers step out of the bustling surrounds 

and enter an area of peace and quiet.

Lastly, pathways can also be more abstract 

and relate to a journey or a progression 

through space and time. Perhaps directed 

through that area by indications of colour, 

texture, shapes, forms, always informed by 

light and shade. Perhaps this is the area 

that our photographers have captured – you 

be the judge – while we view the daffodils 

flowering on Oak Lawn. 

Group meetings will take place on the third 

Wednesday of the month at 11 am. They will 

alternate between a meeting in Mueller Hall 

and then a photo walk through the Gardens 

which will start from the Rose Pavilion near 

Garden House. The 2018 meetings can be 

viewed at https://www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.

org/FRBGM_Content/Photography/

Photography_Group.aspx 

We have reached over 2000 photographs from our members 

which can be viewed at: www.flickr.com/groups/photo_group_

frbgm/

John Harrison 

Convener

Above: Boardwalk through the New Caledonia Collection.                    Photo: Diana Barrie

Below: Brick path around the Plant Craft Cottage.            Photo: Dr Richard Kirsner

group
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The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne Inc.

was formed to stimulate further interest in the Gardens 

and the National Herbarium and to support and assist 

them whenever possible.

Patron 
The Honourable  
Linda Dessau AC 
Governor of Victoria

President
Mary Ward

Vice-Presidents
Lynsey Poore 
Catherine Trinca

Secretary
Adnan Mansour

Treasurer
Mark Anderson

Council
Prof. Tim Entwisle
Dr Richard Kirsner
Meg Miller 

Nicola Rollerson
Jan Rosenberg
Richard Smith
Mali Wilson

CONVENERS

Botanical Illustrators
Andrew Carr (Exhibitions) 

Events
Catherine Trinca
Mali Wilson

Gardening PCC 
Angela Mitchell

Growing Friends
Michael Hare

Helping Hands
Rosemary Cotter

Information Technology 
Dr Richard Kirsner

Membership/Marketing
Nicola Rollerson 

Photo Group 
John Harrison

Plant Craft Cottage

Phyl Knaggs 
Heather Schroeder

Volunteers
Jennifer Ure

Friends’ Trust Fund
Peter Griffin AM
William Jones
Peter Kelly
Janet Thomson OAM

September

7 Friday Plant Sale p6

8 Eco String Bottle Holder Workshop – Lydia Beshara p12

15 Adult Origami - Kritima Chamchuen p12

16 PCC Sunday Open Day – 11 am - 4 pm p10

22 Buds and Flowers Workshop – Kate Nolan  p8

24 Exotic Orchids Workshop – John Pastoriza-Piñol  p8

25 Illustrated Talk – Andrew Lemon p12

October

5 School Holiday Program – Corn Dollies   p10 

5 Insiders' Walk – Herbarium p13

6 Term 4 Classes Commence p8

13 The Art of Botanical Illustration – Exhibition opens p13

13 Make a Succulent Garden p13

17 Illustrated Talk – Steven Wells p14

20 Woven Raffia Mats Workshop – Lydia Beshara p14

20 Plant Sale – 10 am - 4 pm  p6

21 Plant Sale – 10 am - 3 pm p6

21 PCC Sunday Open Day 11 am - 4 pm  p10

23 Insiders' Walk – TABI p14

25 New Members' Welcome p15

26 Talking Plants – Clivias  p15

November

2 Friday Plant Sale p6

14 Fit Friends' Ramble – Edible Weeds  p15

17 Weave a Christmas Card Workshop – Lydia Beshara p16

18 PCC Sunday Open Day 11 am - 4 pm  p10

18 Christmas Bunting Workshop for Children p10

24 Gouache Workshp – Jo Reitze  p16

29 Christmas Cocktail Party p16

December

7 Friday Plant Sale p6

The Friends of the Royal 

Botanic Gardens, Melbourne 

Inc. complies with the 

Australian Privacy Principles 

for the collection and use of 

personal information.
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