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Front cover image: Painting of 

Sandersonia aurantiaca, Gloriosa 

superba ‘Rothschildiana’, and Littonia 

modesta by Sandra Sanger.

Right: Floating native fern Azolla 

filiculoides on the Ornamental Lake. 

Image by Katie O’Brien

from the president
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by Cathy Trinca

Welcome to those of you  who have joined the Friends 

recently, all supporting our wonderful  Melbourne 

Gardens. I hope to see you at the new Members’ Welcome 

coming up on 12 september. Being a member of the 

Friends just keeps getting better and better. the  benefit 

of 10% off all plants from the Growing Friends’ nursery,  

will be available at the spring Plant sale scheduled for  

the weekend of 6 & 7 october. We launched this new 

benefit at the Winter Member-only nursery sale held in 

August. Don’t forget to bring your membership card with 

you to claim your discount at the sale.

 The Director and Chief Executive of the RBG, Dr Philip Moors, 

is retiring in November, and the Friends will hold a Farewell 

Lunch for him on Saturday 8 September. As we look back over 

the last 20 years, we can see how much he has achieved and 

how wonderful the Gardens are now, both here in Melbourne 

and at Cranbourne. We celebrate his achievements and thank 

him for his close involvement with the Friends, as both Director 

of the Gardens, and also as a member of the Friends’ Council. 

Over the years he has given the Friends a lot of sound advice 

and support, as well as making himself available when called 

upon to give talks and attend functions. We wish him all the best 

in his retirement.

The standard of the botanic art that has been submitted 

this year for our eleventh biennial Art of Botanical Illustration  

exhibition is just astounding. We have been previewing some 

of the submissions on our website and Facebook page, and 

the comments are heartening. I am looking forward to seeing 

the final selections when they are hung ready for the opening. 

Do take one of our guided tours of the TABI exhibition to gain a 

greater understanding of this amazing art form. Details of both 

the opening reception and tours are on our Events pages.

Don’t forget the Friends’ AGM on Monday 12 November at    

6 pm; join us for a glass of wine and the chance to catch up with 

friends. The winners of our 2012 Scholarships will be announced 

and an interesting speaker will address us at the meeting. It is 

an evening well worth attending.

I hope you are enjoying reading your ‘new look’ Botanic 

News. We have freshened up the layout and design with 

the hope that it is easier and more enjoyable to read. It still 

contains all you need to know about our events, art classes and 

workshops, the Director’s Report, Growing Friends’ news, and 

great articles by our Scholarshop winners. 

Annual General Meeting       
The Friends’ Annual General Meeting will be held at 6 pm with 

refreshments at 5.30 pm on Monday 12 November. 

Nominations for Council may be made by obtaining a 
nomination form from the Friends’ office. Council members are 

elected for two years. This year Cathy Trinca, President, Susan 

Brookes, and Susan Chandler, Vice-Presidents, Maurice Castro, 

Treasurer, and Irwin Newman, ordinary member,  are due to 

retire. All are eligible for re-election.

Nominations are to be lodged with the Secretary at Gate 

Lodge by Friday 12 October 2012.

Adnan Mansour, Hon Secretary.

Friends’ Membership Prize
Congratulations to Dr Valdis Svars and Mrs Judy Svars who 

have won the Friends’ Membership Prize, offered for the second 

quarter of 2012. Dr and Mrs Svars, members for 18 years, have 

won a year’s free membership.

At the end of each quarter in 2012, all who have paid their 

membership fee by the due date are eligible to win this prize.

The next draw will be held at the end of September.
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and The Myer Foundation provided generous support for two 

stages of the works. The Friends of RBG Melbourne Trust Fund 

provided a major grant, as did the RBG Foundation, and a number 

of individuals also made significant donations. I thank them all 

for their generosity and recognition of the lasting benefits to be 

delivered by this project.

A Carpeted Lake
For several months recently the Ornamental Lake seemed to have 

disappeared and been replaced by a smooth green carpet. For 

the first time the surface of the Lake was covered by a dense 

growth of the native floating fern, Azolla filiculoides. Azolla occurs 

naturally in wetlands across Australia, and when conditions are 

right it quickly multiplies and forms a blanket across the water 

surface. Quite why this happened in the Lake is unclear, but it may 

be related to the temporary mobilisation of nutrients during the 

creation of the biofiltering wetland at the eastern end of the Lake.

Winter’s cooler air and water temperatures usually lead to the 

decline of an Azolla bloom, but given the extent of the carpet we 

decided to physically remove as much of it as we could. Using 

powered punts, in July contractors scooped over 250m³ of Azolla 

from the Lake, transferring it to a compactor truck to squeeze out 

the water. The compacted material was then incorporated into 

our green-waste recycling program for spreading as composted 

mulch on garden beds. 

This removal, combined with the natural winter decline of the 

Azolla, returned the Lake in spring to its usual watery beauty. 

However, because the factors responsible for this bloom are 

unclear, we do not know if an Azolla carpet will reappear in the 

future. The biofiltration and other benefits from Working Wetlands 

will gradually improve water quality in the Lake, but 166 years of 

accumulated nutrients will take time to deal with.

from the gardens

Working Wetlands

by Philip Moors, Director and Chief Executive

We’ve now reached the conclusion of the Working Wetlands 

program. This innovative project will have long-term benefits 

for water management and security of water supply for the 

Melbourne Gardens. We expect that treated stormwater will 

supply 30-40 per cent of our irrigation needs – an annual saving 

of some 40 million litres of drinking water.

At the end of July we completed the final component of the 

scheme – installing the treatment and pumping systems which 

extract stored stormwater from the Ornamental Lake and feed it 

into our automatic irrigation system. On 23 August our Minister, 

the Hon. Ryan Smith MP, officially opened Working Wetlands 

and set the pumps going.

Working Wetlands’ benefits don’t just relate to saving potable 

water. Several landscapes and plant collections have been 

improved, notably the wonderful plantings at Guilfoyle’s Volcano, 

the gurgling stream running through Fern Gully, and the new 

wetland plantings in Nymphaea and Ornamental Lakes. These 

latter features will, in time, become important habitats for native 

fauna, increasing the biodiversity of the Gardens. In time, too, the 

quality of water in the Lakes will improve as the biofiltering action 

of the wetlands reduces nutrient levels in the circulating water.

The reliability and quality of irrigation water have been a 

recurring issue for much of the Gardens’ history. I believe 

Working Wetlands is a major advance in resolving this challenge 

and in providing much of the infrastructure necessary for a 

future transition to using only non-potable water for irrigation.

The project could not have been achieved without funding 

from government and philanthropic sources. The Victorian 

and Commonwealth Governments each made major grants, 
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from the gardens

Australian Garden Stage 2 Opens
After three years of construction and planting, the second and 

final stage of the Australian Garden will be launched on 

19 October by the Hon. Ryan Smith, Minister for Environment 

and Climate Change. The Garden opens to visitors on 20 

October with a weekend of activities to introduce the eight 

hectares of new landscapes and plant collections.

Stage 2 completes the Garden’s design story of a 

metaphorical ‘journey of water’ which commences with the 

first Stage’s dramatic Red Sand Garden and concludes at the 

urbanised coast with features such as the Melaleuca Spits, the 

Seaside Garden and the home gardening inspirations in the 

Northern Display Gardens. There are two beautiful lakes, one 

crossed by the Lily Pad Bridge, a large space for community events 

(The Ian Potter Lakeside Precinct), expansive views from Howson 

and Gibson Hills, and unexpected visual and horticultural 

discoveries to make in places such as the Weird and Wonderful 

Garden, the Gondwana Garden and the Arbour Garden.  

Stage 2 is every bit as dramatic as Stage 1, and the completion 

of the design by Taylor Cullity Lethlean with Paul Thompson 

emphasises its outstanding creativity and innovation. The 

Australian Garden will certainly be an inspiration for decades to 

come for gardens displaying our continent’s remarkable plantlife.

Both stages of the Australian Garden received major capital 

grants from the Victorian Government via the Department of 

Sustainability and Environment, and the project also relied 

on significant philanthropic support. In particular, the Colonial 

Foundation (Stage 1) and The Ian Potter Foundation (Stage 2) 

made major grants, and many other trusts and individual donors 

also made important contributions. These grantors and donors 

are acknowledged on the two special markers in the Australian 

Garden, and I thank them all.

The Australian Garden’s successful display at the 2011 

Royal Horticultural Society’s Chelsea Flower Show continues 

with the recreation of the gold-medal-winning display being 

re-established at Capel Manor College at Enfield, north of 

London. Capel Manor is one of Britain’s leading horticultural 

colleges and its 14 acres of gardens receive over 80,000 visitors 

annually. The Australian Garden was opened on 11 July by the 

Australian High Commissioner to the United Kingdom, John 

Dauth, and the RBG was represented by Chris Russell, Director 

of the Cranbourne Gardens. The Capel display will continue to 

inspire British gardeners to use Australian plants – and to visit 

the ‘real’ Australian Garden when they come to Australia!

events
Farewell Lunch 
for Dr Philip Moors 

saturday 8 september        

at 12.30 pm.

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium 

Birdwood Avenue, South Yarra 

Cost: $20

RSVP by Tuesday 4 September 

on 9650 6398 or by email: 

friends@frbgmelb.org.au

In November 2012 Dr Philip Moors is retiring as Director and 

Chief Executive of the Royal Botanic Gardens. He has played a 

leading and significant role in all that has occurred over the last 

twenty years in the RBG and in the wider Gardens community. 

The success of these achievements and his extensive and 

valued support of the Friends will be celebrated at a farewell 

lunch in Mueller Hall – a fitting tribute to a man who has given so 

much. Do join us at this event to say ‘Thank you’ and to farewell 

Phil and his wife Debbie.

Australian Garden relocated to Capel Manor. Image by Chris Russell
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from the gardensevents

The Tree Peony is a small, slow-growing bushy shrub which, 

once established, will withstand dry conditions.

There are many varieties, mainly Chinese, Japanese and 

American, each having their own unique features. In China, the 

Tree Peony was known as the ‘King of Flowers’, representing 

good fortune, love and prosperity, and it is believed that at one 

time, they were only permitted to be grown in the gardens of the 

Imperial Palaces.

They can be grown in pots as well as garden beds, with 

flowers varying greatly in colour and form depending on the 

variety. Forms include singles and doubles and main colours are 

white, yellow, orange, black reds, pinks and apricot.

Plant selection, growth habit, soil conditions, fertilisers and 

preferred growing positions will all be discussed in this fascinating 

talk. There will be many peonies on display and for sale.  

spring talking 

Plants
Growing tree Peonies: 

easier than You think 

Friday 5 October  

at 10 am 

Domain House, Dallas Brooks 

Drive 

Cost: $17        ($12 Friends) 

RSVP by Tuesday 2 October 

Refreshments will be served 

on arrival

Art Gallery of 

Ballarat Day trip
capturing Flora: 300 Years 

of Australian Botanical Art 

Wednesday 10 october

Cost: $50        ($45 Friends) 

Cost includes entry fee, 

guided tour of the Exhibition 

and a light lunch. 

RSVP by Tuesday 2 October

We will meet punctually at 8.45 am at the platform for the V/Line 

train to Ballarat at Southern Cross Station. Please organise your 

own return rail ticket to Ballarat.

This remarkable exhibition of botanic art brings together over 

300 images, the vast majority of which have been collected by 

the Gallery in recent years.

 From the earliest days of European discovery of this 

continent the diversity and uniqueness of much of the Australian 

flora has been recorded with extraordinary interest, skill and 

excitement. 

Our guided tour of the Exhibition will be followed by a light 

lunch. Time will then be available for further viewing of the Gallery 

before we return to the station. The Gallery is a short walk from 

the Railway Station. 

Please join us for the New Members’ Welcome! 

Invitations will soon be sent to all recently-joined Friends to 

come to our next ‘Getting-to-know-you’ gathering. Drinks and 

nibbles will be served while you mingle and meet other new 

members. Learn about the Friends’ wide range of activities in a 

friendly and relaxed atmosphere, with conveners of all groups 

on hand to provide information. Finish up with a special tour of 

the Gardens with an expert voluntary guide.

All those who have joined the Friends since our last welcome, 

and those who have already requested an invitation to a daytime 

welcome, will automatically receive one. If you have not been 

able to attend a previous New Members’ Welcome and would 

like to come this time, you are warmly invited as well, so please 

call our office on 9650 6398 and we’ll make sure you are invited.

new Members’ 

Welcome 

Wednesday 12 September   

at 10 am 

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium 

Birdwood Avenue, South Yarra

RSVP foR EVEntS on ouR booking foRm oR download onE fRom thE EVEntS PagE on ouR 

wEbSitE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.
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events

RSVP foR EVEntS on ouR booking foRm oR download onE fRom thE EVEntS PagE on ouR 

wEbSitE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

sunday’s Garden: 

Growing Heide
An illustrated talk by Lesley 

Harding & Kendrah Morgan

Tuesday 23 October  

at 10 for 10.30 am

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium 

Cost: $25         ($15 Friends) 

RSVP by Friday 19 October 

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk

Heide was the home and personal eden of Sunday and John 

Reed, two of Australia’s most significant art benefactors. While 

the creative and social history of Heide has been extensively 

documented, less has been told about the physical environment 

in which that history was made and its significance to the Reeds’ 

lives and their legacy.

Based on new research and enriched by the reminiscences 

of friends and acquaintances, Sunday’s Garden features art, 

archival photographs, personal documents and other original 

material, revealing another dimension of Heide’s complex and 

compelling story. 

The exhibition Sunday’s Garden:Growing Heide  will be open 

until Sunday 14 October 2012.

Insiders’ Walk 

La trobe’s cottage 

and Garden
Wednesday 31 October  

at 2 pm

Meet at Gate Lodge 

Cost: $20 Members Only 

RSVP by Friday 26 October 

Afternoon tea will be served 

before the walk.

The Property Manager and Gardener will relate the history of 

Lieutenant Governor Charles La Trobe’s cottage and his love of 

gardens and will describe the successful transformation of the 

cottage and garden.

A garden was important to Charles and Sophie La Trobe and 

with little help or water they created a romantic and wild garden 

with plants similar to those at home as well as Australian natives.

A recent renovation of the cottage and garden has seen 

the re-creation of a similar garden to that shown in La Trobe’s 

paintings, and in scenes drawn by Edward Bateman of the 

original garden, which have made it possible to identify plants. 

The replanting includes plants named after La Trobe and others 

which he particularly liked, such as heritage roses and apples 

obtainable in the l840s.

During this visit we will hear about the history of one of the 

heroes of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne.

Fit Friends’ Ramble
Discovering the Glen Ferrie 

estate

Wednesday 17 October  

at 10 am sharp

Meet at Kooyong Station (City 

side). Parking available in 

public parking area behind 

Vision Australia in Glenferrie Rd 

Cost: $25        ($20 Friends) 

RSVP by Tuesday 9 October

The first settlement on land at the corner of Glenferrie Road 

and Toorak Road was in 1840. Peter Ferrie, a conveyancer and 

solicitor, bought and developed the land which became Toorak 

Estate. George Stevenson named it Zeerust in 1910. It was 

demolished in 1954 to create Monaro Close.

We will meet on Kooyong Station and walk up Glenferrie 

Road seeing old and new dwellings. After visiting a private 

garden we will amble through the undulating streets of the 

former Toorak Estate. Behind verdant greenery we can discover 

houses of various periods.

The ramble will end back at the station after we have walked 

through Kooyong Park near Gardiners Creek. We will have coffee 

en route.
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events

Twenty years ago the Diggers Club began to rescue traditional 

heirloom seeds. During this time dozens of taste tests and 

hundreds of yield trials of home grown heirlooms were 

conducted and compared with the best hybrid offerings 

available at supermarkets. This research confirms that 

supermarket produce, by comparison to that grown from 

heirloom seed, is bland in flavour and deficient in nutrients.

According to Clive Blazey seed merchants have hastened 

this decline in quality because they make vastly greater profits 

by selling high-priced hybrids to our vegetable growers rather 

than heirlooms. For example, it has been shown that seedlings 

for hybrid tomatoes grown hydroponically in glasshouses now 

cost many times more than heirloom tomato seedlings.

Edyta Hoxley, convenor of the Botanical Illustrators Group  and 

an accomplished artist, will lead two visits to the Art of Botanical 

Illustration 2012 exhibition. 

The tours will be an opportunity to discover the intricacies 

of design and technique in botanical illustration and exhibition. 

There will be an artist demonstration each day and we will be 

able to appreciate first-hand the detail involved in this exquisite 

art form.

The works on display cover a huge range of subjects and 

artistic styles and Edyta will endeavour to help you observe 

and understand these differences. A selection of artists’ sketch 

books will be displayed, allowing the visitor a ‘behind the 

scenes’ view of the workings that make up the final illustration. 

The Friends are proud to present this beautiful exhibition of over 

150 works by leading botanical artists from Australia and 

overseas. 

Botanical Illustration is one of the oldest watercolour genres 

used throughout history to record important plants. It is a 

thriving art form and plays an important role in the scientific 

plant identification process. Works for the exhibition have 

been selected by an expert panel including an artist and a 

botanist. A highlight of the exhibition will be the awarding of 

the Celia Rosser Medal to the artist/s whose work is judged as 

outstanding.

All works in the exhibition, as well as a selection of cards, 

unframed works, and the Friends’  2013 calendar, will be 

available for sale.

the Art of Botanical 

Illustration 2012
opening and Reception

Friday 9 November  

at 6 – 8 pm

Entry by ticket only, available 

from the Friends’ office 

Exhibition: 10 – 23 November 

Open weekdays 10 am - 4 pm, 

weekends 10 am - 6 pm and 

until 9 pm on Wednedsays. 

Domain House,  

Dallas Brooks Drive

the Art of Botanical 

Illustration 2012
Guided tours

Tuesday 13 and Thursday 

22 November at 10 am 

(Please nominate pref-

erence on booking form)

Cost: $20 MEMBERS ONLY, 

LIMITED NUMBERS 

RSVP by Friday 9 November

We will meet at Gate Lodge 

for morning tea before walking 

over to the Domain House 

Gallery to view the exhibition

seeds - Why What 

You eat Matters
Illustrated talk by clive 

Blazey, founder of the 

Diggers club

Wednesday 14 November  

at 6 for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium 

Cost: $25        ($15 Friends)

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk.

RSVP foR EVEntS on ouR booking foRm oR download onE fRom thE EVEntS PagE on ouR 

wEbSitE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.
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The Growing 
Friends’ Super 
spring Plant sale
SaTurday 6 OcTObEr 10 am TO 4 Pm
SuNday 7 OcTObEr 10 am TO 3 Pm

INSIdE GaTE E
rOyal bOTaNIc GardENS, mElbOurNE
mElWay: maP 2l rEF c2

03 9650 6398
friends@frbgmelb.org.au

www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

growing friends 

FRBG  
Melbourne

nursery open Days in spring

aPOlOGy: Due to the Myrtle Rust Control Protocol 

the Growing Friends’ Nursery will be closed for 

Friday sales to members until further notice.  

Please check the eNews or contact the Friends’ office for any updates to 

this information.

Spring plant Sale

Saturday 6 October 10 am - 4 pm 

Sunday 7 October 10 am - 3 pm

the Sale Catalogue will be available on our website:  

www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org approximately a week before the 

sale.

Members are reminded to bring their membership cards in order 

to obtain 10% discount at the Sale (excludes Sunday specials).

‘There is a silver lining to most clouds’. And so it is with the 

Growing Friends’ Spring Sale. While members haven’t been 

able to buy plants at the Nursery on Fridays for most of this 

year, due to the Myrtle Rust Control Protocol in force in the RBG, 

this means that all the interesting and unusual plants haven’t 

been sold prior to the Sale. So check out not only the Catalogue 

which will go onto the website about a week prior to the Sale but 

also, and more particularly, the Brilliant Buys flyer in this issue of 

Botanic News. Make a list and get in early on Saturday morning.

michael Hare, Convener

Top right: Eremophila glabra ‘Murchison River’

At right: Eremophila maculata cerise form. Images by Michael Hare
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Garden DesignFest 2012
the Rotary club of Kew’s renowned charity ‘designer’ open 

garden weekend is on again!

Now a major biennial event on Victoria’s spring gardening 

calendar, Garden DesignFest 2012 presents an amazing 

opportunity for gardeners and horticultural professionals to visit 

over 25 stunning privately-owned and professionally-designed 

gardens across Melbourne’s north, east and bayside suburbs. 

With a variety of sizes and styles, from contemporary to traditional, 

aspirational to achievable, formal to free-flowing, rambling to 

intimate, there are gardens to suit every taste and budget. Gather 

ideas, take notes and as a unique feature of this event discuss 

your design issues with Melbourne’s talented designers who will 

all be on hand to meet, greet and assist you in their respective 

designed gardens over the open weekend. 

Participating designers for the fifth consecutive year include 

Paul Bangay, Rick Eckersley, Robert Boyle, Phillip Johnson, Steve 

Taylor and Ian Barker, while designers new to this event will include 

Nathan Burkett, Fiona Brockhoff, Andrew Plymin, Paul Pritchard 

and Karen Sutherland. Added highlights include sausage sizzles, 

freshly brewed coffee, refreshments and plant sales at some of the 

gardens.

All proceeds to selected charities. For further details and 

information, garden addresses/images, and to subscribe to 

eNewsletters, visit www.gardendesignfest.com.

Opening hours 10 am – 5 pm, Saturday 17 and  

Sunday 18 November.

Tickets: $35 for entry to all gardens via website and garden 

gates or $8 per garden at garden gates only. 

Information: Jenny Wade 0409 000 089  

bus Tours: see website.

members

Plants We Grow - eremophilas
by Juliana Horsfall, Australian Plants Section

For those Friends who have been, or are planning, trips to 

see the wildflowers of Western Australia, there is interest 

to be found at the Growing Friends’ nursery in the 

multitude of eremophila species that are currently under 

cultivation. Most of the 16 varieties in the nursery have 

their origins in the south of Western Australia.

The name Eremophila comes from the Greek eremos, desert; 

lonely places; and phileo, to love, in reference to the preferred 

habitat of most species. Many are highly ornamental, often 

flowering for extended periods. Our collection has all colours 

of the spectrum. The most common group is the blue to purple 

range, and a large number of species are in the pink tonings. 

The species are sometimes given a cultivar name of the locality 

where they were first collected.

Eremophila is a most diverse genus, from low-growing, 

spreading shrubs (E. glabra ‘Kalbarri Carpet’ a delightful 

groundcover with grey foliage and yellow flowers) to small trees 

(E. bignoniflora x polyclada). This latter species, growing up to 

5 metres, is actually from the eastern states. It is a fast grower 

with white flowers tinged with lilac. 

Eremophila foliage ranges from grey to strong greens, with 

leaf shapes from pinnate to rounded, and usually quite small. 

They grow as undershrubs in low woodlands as well as in open 

situations and in a variety of soils. Many grow in very harsh 

climatic conditions, tolerating heat, low rainfall, and some frost.

E. macdonnellii has grey-green felt-like leaves that act to 

reflect the sun’s rays and reduce water loss. This purple- 

flowered species comes from the Simpson Desert. E. glabra and 

E. maculata are low-growing shrubs, up to 2 metres high, which 

become rounded in appearance. Both respond well to a light 

prune to shape after flowering. The Nursery has E. maculata, 

in yellow, cerise and orange colours, that have been flowering 

strongly all this winter and shine like lights among our otherwise 

green winter stock. The distinguishing characteristic of this 

species is the often cream- or yellow-spotted interiors of curved 

flowers. Both these species have proved adaptable to most soil 

types and climatic conditions. Generally speaking, they like a 

well-drained, sunny position with not too much rainfall. Once 

established, artificial watering is usually not needed. 

Eremophilas were introduced into England in 1820, and are 

also grown with success in California, USA. 

Prior to the current restrictions on bringing plant material into 

the RBG, we had an even greater range of Eremophila species. 

Once the restrictions are lifted, we will again expand the species 

grown, since they have proved to be a most attractive and easily 

grown plant for Victorian gardens.
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classes
Term 4 will start in the week 

beginning Saturday 13 

October. Classes will be held:

evenings: tuesdays and 

Wednesdays

Daytime: Mondays, 

Wednesdays and saturdays

(two sessions each day 2.5hr) 

thursdays: one 2.5hr session 

Fridays: one 3hr session.

2.5hr classes:  $290 inc Gst

 Friends:  $240 inc Gst

3hr classes:  $335 inc Gst

 Friends:  $285 inc Gst

We recommend that students 

without prior experience in 

botanical illustration complete 

a Beginners’ Workshop before 

entering Term classes. 

Workshops

ferns of the Royal 
botanic gardens with 
anita barley

Monday 17, Wednesday 19, 

thursday 20 september

(note no workshop  

on 18 september)

10 am to 4 pm 

cost: $319    (Friends $270)

Anita spent sixteen years as a 

botanical artist at the National 

Herbarium and taught the 

original class that led to the 

Friends’ present program 

of classes held six days a 

week. She has exhibited work 

at every one of The Art of 

Botanical Illustration exhibitions 

and is well known and 

admired as one of Australia’s 

leading botanical artists.

In this three-day workshop 

she will guide her students 

through the process of 

producing a watercolour 

painting from a basic pencil 

drawing to the finished work 

in colour. Anita will explain 

and demonstrate her own 

small brush technique with an 

emphasis on painstaking fine 

detail. The subject matter will 

be taken from the magnificent 

collection of ferns growing in 

the Royal Botanic Gardens 

Melbourne. Weather permitting, 

it may be possible to paint a fern 

in situ showing the character 

and habit of the plant.

This workshop is open to 

students at all levels and will 

be geared to the needs of the 

individual. A materials list may 

be obtained from the office.

beginners’ workshop 
with helen burrows

8, 9 september and  

15, 16 september 

(saturdays & sundays)

10 am to 4 pm 

cost: $324    (Friends $275)

with dianne Emery

24, 26, 27, 28 september 

(note no workshop  

on 25 september)

10 am to 4 pm 

cost: $324    (Friends $275)

We strongly recommend 

that students who are new 

to botanical illustration 

complete a Beginners’ 

Workshop prior to entering 

Term classes. These intensive 

four-day courses are an 

introduction to botanical art 

via pencil and watercolour. 

Students will begin to develop 

skills in outline drawing, 

foreshortening, tonal work 

and rendering of surfaces, 

basic colour work and paint 

application.

The cost of the course 

includes equipment to be 

used during the workshop 

– drawing materials, paint, 

watercolour paper and 

brushes – and morning and 

afternoon tea.

Finding Your Artistic 

Voice through 

composition

one-day masterclass 
with hillary Parker

sunday 18 november 2012

10 am to 4 pm

cost:  $209    (Friends $160) 

Hillary Parker is an energetic 

and enthusiastic botanical 

artist and teacher from 

Georgia, USA. She has taught 

classes in botanical illustration 

for more than twenty years 

and has exhibited and sold 

her work all over the world. 

Her paintings have been 

included in juried exhibitions 

at the New York Horticultural 

Society, the Royal Caledonian 

Botanical Society, the Hunt 

Institute, the Royal Botanic 

Garden, Edinburgh and many 

other international centres. 

She is a member of the 

illustrators

all claSSES and woRkShoPS will bE hEld in thE whiRling Room Studio, obSERVatoRy gatE 

for bookings and further information, please contact the friends’ office on 9650 6398.

Anita Barley’s painting from Flora of 

Victoria, vol.2

American Society of Botanical 

Artists (ASBA) and has held 

classes and workshops at 

their annual conference for the 

past four years.

In her one-day Masterclass 

for the Friends, Hillary will 

delve deeply into the subject 

of composition. Her students 

will be asked to move beyond 

the basic aim of imitating a 

subject in nature, and through  

exercises that challenge 

their thinking in a more 

abstract way, will engage their 

observational and drawing 

skills to interpret a plant’s 

true nature, freed from the 

limitations of copying the 

subject directly. Hillary’s goal 

is to enable each student’s 

individual artistic voice to be 

expressed through their work.

Students applying for this 

Masterclass should have 

effective drawing skills. A brief 

materials list is available from 

the Friends’ office.

Hillary’s painting of Gossypium hirsutum, 

Upland Cotton 
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illustrators

Botanical Illustrators’ 

July Meeting.
by Roslyn Glow

Norma Bathie, President 

of the Floral Art Society 

of Victoria, gave us an 

interesting demonstration. 

Norma’s work is known 

to many of us through her 

floral displays at exhibitions. 

Botanical art is one of many 

art and craft pursuits she has 

followed, and she has studied  

with Anita Barley, Jenny Phillips 

and Fiona McKinnon. Norma  

gave us some handy hints on 

preserving and reviving floral 

specimens, such as choosing 

species for their longevity, 

paying great attention to 

hygiene, and avoiding storing 

flowers near fruit. 

Norma worked on her floral 

displays while talking to us 

and answering questions. 

The first design was a most 

beautifully coloured one, 

featuring  roses, cotoneaster 

berries and nandina domestica 

against prunus sticks. The 

next was a dramatic design 

that showed techniques of 

combining living and dried 

material, using test tubes 

wired to a frame to keep water 

up to the flowers. The last 

was a grand design making 

use of dried kelp to provide 

structure, with cascades of 

flowers, including camellias, 

acacia in bud and Singapore 

orchids.

We thanked Norma for 

generously providing such 

an inspiring demonstration, 

showing us how diverse 

materials and methods 

can be combined to great 

dramatic effect. 

the Art of Botanical Illustration
10-25 november 2012

Planning, preparation and painting for The Art of Botanical 

Illustration exhibition are proceeding apace. Applications closed 

on August 31, and the selection process by an invited and 

experienced panel takes place in September. The exhibition will 

showcase some of the foremost botanical artists in Australia 

and will provide an opportunity for plant lovers and art lovers to 

combine their passions. Framed and unframed works will be for 

sale as well as cards and calendars.

Members are reminded to bring their membership cards 

with them in order to receive discounts on Friends’ cards and 

calendars.

The Illustrators are keen to promote the awareness and 

knowledge of botanical art in the broader community and this 

year will provide guided tours of the exhibition by experienced 

botanical artists. During the exhibition, several experienced 

artists will also be scheduled to demonstrate botanical art 

techniques and answer questions from visitors to the exhibition.

The sketch books that some botanical artists use to capture 

their ideas and impressions will also be on display. These sketch 

books provide an insight into the artistic process that eventually 

leads to the finished art works that we love.

The illustrators would like to thank the Toorak branch of the 

Bank of Queensland who have sponsored the exhibition and 

also Eckersley’s who are providing a People’s Choice prize 

which will be offered to allow the public to vote for their favourite 

work, and there are some excellent raffle prizes as well. Please 

mark this event in your diary ‘not-to-be-missed’.

Painting of Chestnuts Juglands regia and Juglands regia ‘Vina’ by Alison Gianangeli

Whirlybirds
The Whirlybirds meet every 

Tuesday and Thursday in the 

Whirling Room.

We are a group of 

botanical illustrators who 

paint together in a supportive, 

encouraging and inspirational 

atmosphere.

At present, we are working 

towards completing studies 

to submit for selection in the 

Art of Botanical Illustration 

exhibition, to be held in 

November this year.

If you would like more 

information regarding these 

groups contact Sandra 

Sanger on 9598 9532.

Botanical 

Illustrators 

Quarterly meeting

on tuesday 11 september 

10 am for 10.30 am 

cost: $5.50  

Pay on the day

Jenny Phillips, founder of 

the Botanical Art School of 

Melbourne, will give a talk 

entitled Forty-Two Years of 

Botanical Art. This will be held 

in the Whirling Room, Great 

Melbourne Telescope Building.  

All botanical illustrators who 

are Friends of RBG Melbourne 

are welcome to attend.



california visit

by Tim Wall, Curator, Californian Collection

Well, what an adventure! over four weeks in April and May 

this year I had the privilege of travelling to california on 

a study tour having been awarded a Friends’ scholarship 

in 2011. I started in san Francisco and visited beautiful 

botanic gardens such as University of california Davis 

Arboretum, tilden Botanic Garden, Uc Berkeley BG, Uc 

santa cruz Arboretum, san Luis obispo BG, san Diego BG, 

santa Barbara BG and Rancho santa Ana BG, native sons 

nursery and Las Pilitas nursery.

I also visited ecosystems including John Muir Woods, Yosemite, 

Sequoia, Kings Canyon, Joshua Tree National Park and Anza-

Borrego Desert Park, Torrey Pines Reserve and Point Reyes 

Seashore Reserve. 

To have the experience of seeing plants we grow here in 

RBG Melbourne first-hand in their native habitats certainly 

was something I will never forget, and the knowledge that I 

gained during such a trip will stay with me during the rest of my 

horticultural career. 

The trip was a great success and I hope that very soon this 

will result in more species of Californian flora being introduced 

into the collection here in Melbourne.
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scholarship  report

1 & 2. Yucca and Dudleya. The whole trip 

driving through California always had little 

unexpected moments.Travelling along the Big 

Sur coastline dudleya, buckeye, sage and 

manzanita shrubs were in flower on the hills 

beside the road, and towards the ocean the 

yuccas were flowering on impossible slopes 

of loose unstable rocks.

3. Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden was 

completely dedicated to Californian native 

species. In the warm spring day, many 

hummingbirds fed from the nectar of the 

heuchera under these Quercus agrifolia.

4. The valleys were full of impressive Yucca 

brevifolia, small flowering shrubs and cactus 

in Joshua Tree National Park.

5. Washingtonia filifera growing in a moist 

oasis in the middle of a 40 degree-plus deser t 

in the Anza-Borrego Deser t Park.

6. John Muir Woods – just over the Golden 

Gate Bridge nor th of San Francisco is an old 

growth forest of Coastal Redwoods, Sequoia 

sempervirens. This remarkable forest was 

simply awe-inspiring. Being coastal the marine 

layer plays a huge life in this forest. Fog 

condensation is the only water source for many 

months over the summer and maintains a cool 

temperature.

7. Santa Barbara and RSABG  Botanic Gardens 

in California use the surrounding natural habitat 

to complement the setting of the gardens. In 

Santa Barbara Botanic Garden we saw the 

amazing backdrop of the San Rafael mountains 

blending a manicured landscape into the 

surrounding vegetation. 

8 & 9  Yosemite and flowering Cornus.Travelling 

to Yosemite, Sequoia and Kings Canyon was a 

climb in altitude of between 2,000 and 8,000 

feet. Generally the understory shrub layer 

thrives until over 5,000 feet when the landscape 

is dominated by conifers, pines and oaks. The 

dogwood in Yosemite Valley was flowering 

throughout the area and most of the deciduous 

trees were only just pushing out new foliage. 

Images supplied by Tim Wall
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from the presidentsydney visit

by Terry Smyth, Curator, Southern China Collection

thanks to a scholarship from the Friends of the Royal 

Botanic Gardens Melbourne (RBGM), and the support 

provided by the Gardens, I was able to travel to sydney for 

an eight day visit in April 2012. this was a study tour of 

the Royal Botanic Gardens sydney (RBGs), its cool climate 

annex – the Blue Mountains Botanic Gardens at Mt tomah 

(BMBG), and Bob cherry’s property in Kulnurra, new south 

Wales. the main purpose of the trip was to further develop 

collaboration between the RBGs and the RBGM to protect 

vulnerable chinese plant species.

During the 1990s, staff from both Gardens joined various 

plant collecting expeditions, often led by Bob Cherry to China. 

Many of the wild collected plants from these trips have flourished 

and have added value to the landscape. However, during the 

thirteen-year drought in Melbourne, some plants died while other 

important Chinese species, including several that have been in 

the RBGM for 50 years or more, have declined as our climate 

has warmed and dried.

In 2010, RBGM and RBGS initiated a pilot exchange program 

of vulnerable Chinese species to allow them to grow in a more 

suitable microclimate in a botanic landscape. This recent study 

tour allowed me to further investigate future duplication and/

or relocation possibilities for Chinese taxa between the two 

botanic gardens. I was able to network with the management 

team and horticultural curators of the Oriental Garden and Asian 

Collections at both RBGS and BMBG.

Close communication and a strong horticultural partnership 

between the Gardens are vital to conserving both Asian 

collections in the long term. As many of the wild collected 

Chinese plants in RBGM and RBGS were acquired from a 

similar region, it is preferable to share rather than compete, and 

so safeguard both our collections. Further acquisitions within 

these collections would be considerably more difficult these 

days, so if we lose what we have we may be unable to replace 

them. The willingness to share stock with RBGS will provide 

some protection of the unique genetic material that threats 

such as new pest and disease outbreaks, theft, or catastrophic 

weather and climate events could destroy. This initiative reflects 

the international move towards a Global Strategy for Plant 

Conservation (GSPC) to consider resources communally – in this 

case between two of Australia’s key botanic gardens.

It was great to spend time with staff at both Gardens. They 

were very welcoming, accommodating and professional. I found 

it so interesting and helpful to discuss problems we all encounter 

in our quest to look after plant collections. It was fascinating to 

see how similar yet different we are. Both the Oriental Garden at 

RBGS and the Plant Explorer’s Walk at BMBG are well curated, 

and together the two different sites provide scope for growing 

View to Hong Kong Shanghai Banking Corpopration - sponsored Oriental Garden at RBGS displaying 

Wisteria cultivars, and wild and cultivated plants from warm-temperate and subtropical areas of China, 

Japan and Vietnam. The aromatic Acoris graminis is used as ground cover.

Rare and endangered Camellia azalea from south-western 

Guangdong Province, China. This species may be impor tant for 

breeding due to its summer flowering habit.

... it is preferable to share rather 
than compete, and so safeguard 
both our collections.
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from the gardens

a wide range of Asian plants. I was privileged to meet two 

Camellia experts – Dr George Orel and Tony Curry – who are 

working at RBGS Herbarium as honorary research associates. 

They have been on many plant-hunting trips to China and 

Vietnam looking for camellias, and have recently published six 

new Vietnamese Camellia species. They told me they have thirty 

more to publish.

While in Sydney I also had the opportunity to hear RBGS’s 

Chief Executive, Professor David Mabberley, speak to his staff 

about the outcome of their exciting International Peer Review. 

This involved a re-assessment of all aspects of the operation of 

the Royal Botanic Gardens and Domain Trust, Sydney.

 Visiting Bob and Derelie Cherry’s awe-inspiring garden in 

Kulnurra, NSW, was fascinating as Bob has been collecting 

plants from around the world for forty years. He has a significant 

assortment of rare and unusual species including camellias 

with many yellow species in his collection as well as the refined, 

red flowered Camellia azalea. He also has dozens of rare 

Magnoliaceae, conifers, curious aroids, ferns, brugmansias 

and all sorts of other wonderful botanical delights. We had a 

captivating wet Sunday poking about this huge botanic garden-

like paradise with Bob waxing lyrical with tales of where and 

when various plants were collected. Over the years Bob has 

been extremely generous in giving plant material to both RBGS 

and RBGM. He still has many rare and important species in his 

garden that are not represented in botanic gardens in Australia.

I’ve learnt so much thanks to this scholarship. The connection 

with people involved with Asian plants was very constructive 

and has meant greater progress towards our plan for the long-

term conservation of both Asian collections. I gained knowledge 

that will inform and guide future plant selection for the Southern 

China Collection at RBGM and be critical to the effective 

management of vulnerable Chinese taxa.

This was a reflective and proactive way to celebrate and 

augment the twentieth anniversary of the first collecting trip I did 

to China in 1992, also sponsored by the Friends of the RBGM 

whom I would like to thank for their generous support which 

certainly boosted my enthusiasm and passion for protecting and 

learning about Asian plant species.

At left: Woodland path with the deciduous conifer Pseudolarix amabilis in autumn tones in 

the Plant Explorer’s Walk at the Blue Mountains Botanic Gardens, Mt Tomah.

At right: Terry next to the butter yellow autumn colours of Lindera obtusiloba in the Plant 

Explorer’s Walk at the Blue Mountains Botanic Gardens, Mt Tomah.

Images supplied by Terry Smyth

scholarship report



the Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne Inc. 

was formed to stimulate further interest in the Gardens 

and the national Herbarium and to support and assist 

them whenever possible.

 

patron 
The Honorable Alex 
Chernov AO, QC, 
Governor of Victoria

president
Cathy Trinca

Vice-presidents
Susan Brookes
Susan Chandler

Secretary
Adnan Mansour

treasurer
Maurice Castro

immediate past 

president
Janet Thomson

Council
Peter Kelly 
Dr Richard Kirsner 
Dr Philip Moors 
Irwin Newman
Marta Salamon
Richard Smith

COnVenerS

events
Robyn Robins
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Edyta Hoxley 

growing Friends
Michael Hare

Membership & Marketing
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publications
Meg Miller

Volunteers
John Goodwin

Friends’ trust Fund
Frank Phillips, Chairman
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september 

  4  Open Garden Australia/Friends In Conversation 

  6  Fit Friends’ Ramble - Kyneton

  8  Farewell lunch for Dr Philip Moors

  8  Beginners’ Workshop commences - Helen Burrows

11  Illustrators’ Quarterly Meeting

12          Spring New Members’ Welcome 

17          Illustrators’ Workshop: Ferns of the RBG

24          Beginner’s Workshop commences - Dianne Emery

october

 5           Talking Plants - Tree Peonies 

 6           Spring Plant Sale 10 am - 4pm

 7           Spring Plant Sale 10 am - 3 pm

10          Art Gallery of Ballarat visit - Capturing Flora

13          Term 4 Illustrators’ Classes commence

17          Fit Friends’ Ramble: Glen Ferrie

23          Talk - Sunday’s Garden: Growing Heide -

              Lesley Harding & Kendrah Morgan

31          Insiders’ Walk - La Trobe’s Cottage

november

 9           The Art of Botanical Illustration - Opening 

12          Annual General Meeting 

13          Tour - The Art of Botanical Illustration 

14          Talk - Seeds: Clive Blazey 

18          Illustrators’ Master Class - Hillary Parker

22          Tour - The Art of Botanical Illustration 

Note: The Friends’ Inclement Weather Policy states that outdoor events may 
be cancelled and the Nursery will not be open for sales if the temperature is 
predicted to be 33ºC or above.

The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne, Inc. complies with the 
National Privacy Principles for the collection and use of personal information.
© 2012 Botanic News FRBG Melbourne
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