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Season’s Greetings

Best wishes for the coming year to you all

Summer 2011-12

The Friends are celebrating 

their thirtieth anniversary this 

year. From small beginnings we 

have achieved a membership 

of over 2410 and given grants 

to the RBG totalling more 

than $1.8 million. The projects 

have ranged from scholarships 

for RBG staff to large capital 

works. We now have a sizeable 

trust fund enabling us to 

provide grants of approximately 

$100,000 each year. A complete 

list of all grants to the Gardens 

is available on the Support page 

of our website.

The Friends will hold a mid-

year function to celebrate the 

anniversary, details of which 

will be forwarded separately. 

All Friends will be invited to 

help us celebrate. We would 

love to hear from members 

with memories, photos and 

stories about the Friends over 

the past 30 years. Below are 

images showing the evolution 

of Botanic News from black 

and white newsheet, to our full-

colour magazine. Read more 

about the history of the Friends 

later in this issue. 

Autumn is nearly upon 

us and this means that the 

Growing Friends’ Nursery is 

fully stocked, ready for the 

Autumn Plant Sale to be held 

on Saturday 21 April, 10 am 

to 4 pm and Sunday 22 April, 

10 am to 3 pm. Mark the dates 

in your diary and don’t forget 

to bring a market trolley to 

get those purchases home. For 

members who can visit the 

nursery on Friday mornings, 

check this issue or the website 

for the remaining opening dates 

before the sale and avoid the 

sale crush. The Sale catalogue 

will be available on the website 

a week before.

Everyone is talking about 

the popular pastime of 

Botanical Illustration. Our 

Summer Workshops were full, 

and we had a waiting list for 

our Beginners’ Workshop. 

Our regular term classes are 

held six days a week. The 

next Beginners’ Workshop is 

filling fast, so don’t delay if 

you are thinking of taking up 

this fascinating activity. All 

classes are on site at the RBG 

Melbourne. 

Next time you are in the 

Gardens, make sure you have 

a look at the E Gate Lodge 

garden. Planted out and 

maintained by our Helping 

Hands group, it has filled out 

and matured beautifully. We 

also work in Eastern Lodge on 

the Anderson Street boundary.  

Enjoy the change of season, 

crisp mornings and autumnal 

tints with one of our autumn 

walks. I am looking forward 

to meeting many of our newest 

members at the next Welcome 

to the Friends later this month.

Cathy Trinca

Myrtle Rust
Members should be aware that 

this disease has now been located 

in Victoria. Restrictions on plant 

sales may apply. Please refer 

to the RBG and the Friends’ 

websites for further information 

regarding restrictions on the 

movement of plant material in 

and out of the Gardens.Below: Example of Myrtle Rust 
infestation.
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Front cover image:  The back of the Fern 

Gully Rest House as seen from  Princes 

Lawn.

Photo:  Jennifer Marshall.

Below: One of the floating treatment 

islands on the Ornamental Lake opposite 

The Terrace.

Working Wetlands
The gentle sound of running 

water now makes Fern Gully 

an even more restful place 

for a stroll. Its stream flows 

for several hours each day as 

part of the recently completed 

stormwater harvesting 

component of the Working 

Wetlands project. Stormwater 

from streets to the east and 

south now flows into the 

Gardens, bringing a major 

step forward in harnessing 

alternative sources of water for 

both aesthetic and irrigation 

benefits. The Friends are 

providing a major grant over 

three years to assist with the 

project, which is also funded 

by the Victorian Government, 

The Myer Foundation and the 

Sidney Myer Fund.

In an average year we 

expect to harvest about sixty 

million litres of stormwater. 

After passing through two 

bioremediation wetlands, the 

water is circulated by pumps 

through the Gardens’ wetlands, 

keeping the Ornamental Lake 

full and beautiful. The water is 

pumped from the Ornamental 

Lake to Guilfoyle’s Volcano and 

flows back via Nymphaea Lake, 

Fern Gully and Central Lake. 

This circulation is improving 

the quality of the water – 

reducing the likelihood of 

algal blooms in the Lake – and 

creating a day-time stream in 

Fern Gully. The key to improving 

quality is to strip nutrients from 

the water. This is the function of 

the bioremediation wetlands and 

the floating ‘treatment islands’ 

installed in the Ornamental Lake 

and in Guilfoyle’s Volcano. As 

water flows around them, the 

roots of plants growing on 

the islands take up nitrogen, 

phosphorus and other nutrients. 

Covering a total area of 900 

square metres, the islands have 

been planted with a variety of 

wetland species which in time 

will be ‘green’ both above and 

below the surface, but  the 

islands have to be covered 

with netting to stop coots and 

moorhens pulling the plants 

up until they are established. 

Floating treatment islands have 

been used quite extensively in 

New Zealand (our contractor 

is based in Rotorua), but this 

is among their first large-scale 

implementations in Australia.

The next stage of Working 

Wetlands is to use water from 

the Ornamental Lake to irrigate 

the Gardens. Contractors have 

just started work installing 

the necessary filtration and 

pumping systems. The pump 
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and filters will be housed on 

the site of the now-demolished 

public toilets behind The 

Terrace, and the system should 

provide 30-40% of our annual 

irrigation needs. Funded by the 

Commonwealth Government, 

the works are due to be 

completed by mid-2012.

Tree Survey

Arborists at the Gardens have 

recently completed a survey of 

all our large trees, and their 

information about tree health, 

amenity value, environmental 

services and public risk has 

been recorded in our new tree 

database. These data will be 

applied to landscape and tree-

succession planning and to our 

risk management programs. 

A total of 1,195 trees greater 

than 30cm diameter at breast-

height was assessed: 1,039 

(87%) were classified as mature 

and 135 (13%) will need 

replacing within a decade. The 

RBG Strategic Tree Plan will 

now be revised to take account 

of this analysis in planning 

our future tree plantings. This 

situation was expected to a 

large extent, given that many 

of our mature trees date from 

Guilfoyle’s plantings well over 

100 years ago.

The Separation Tree is 

currently in reasonable health, 

and we are continuing its 

recovery program after the 

vandalism it suffered in 2010. 

The program includes soil 

moisture monitoring, weekly 

canopy assessments to check 

for pest infestations, possum 

browsing, etc, monthly 

photography, soil injection 

of nutrients, and grafting. 

‘Bridge’ grafts were applied in 

October to join the upper and 

lower edges of the ringbarking 

wound, and several grafts have 

been accepted. In addition, 

seedlings propagated from 

Separation Tree stock have 

been planted at the base of the 

trunk and in a few months’ 

time when they have reached 

the necessary height they will 

be grafted across to the trunk 

above the wound. (See pages 6 

and 7 for more details.)

Australian Garden 
Collection
The Australian Garden 

Collection was launched in 

October. It’s a range of reliable 

Australian native plants selected 

from the many ‘stunners’ on 

display in the Australian Garden. 

The initial range of seven 

plants chosen for their reliable 

performance, distinctive 

appearance and appealing 

foliage or flowers is available 

at leading independent retail 

nurseries in Victoria, and in due 

course will be released interstate. 

The collection’s distinctive 

labelling has plant descriptions 

and cultivation notes and 

promotes the Australian Garden. 

The RBG receives a royalty 

from the sale of each plant.

Several plants will soon 

be added to the range, and a 

further 20-30 are being trialled 

for inclusion in coming years. 

Look out for the Australian 

Garden Collection at your local 

nursery and add some special 

new plants to your own garden!

Happy Birthdays!
Two of RBG Melbourne’s 

support groups, the Plant 

Craft Cottage Group and the 

Voluntary Guides, celebrated 

their thirtieth anniversaries 

towards the end of 2011.  

The group at the Plant Craft 

Cottage – which is near H 

Gate and is one of Melbourne’s 

oldest residential buildings, 

dating back to 1849 – ‘budded 

off’ the Guides and then the 

Friends of RBG Melbourne in 

the early 1980s. As many of 

you will be aware, the Friends 

themselves will be celebrating 

their 30th birthday this year.

And 2011 marked the 20th 

birthday of the Friends of RBG 

Cranbourne. The anniversary 

was celebrated at their AGM 

in October, when members 

also unanimously elected 

Rodger Elliot and Gwen Elliot 

as Honorary Life Members in 

recognition of their remarkable 

contributions to the growth, 

activities and administration of 

the group (and indeed to the 

RBG as a whole!).

I warmly congratulate the 

groups, their members and 

Rodger and Gwen, and thank 

them all for the marvellous 

support and enthusiasm 

they have contributed to the 

Melbourne and Cranbourne 

Gardens over the decades.

Philip Moors

Director and Chief Executive

At left: Some of the plants in the 
Australian Garden.
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Visiting Arnhem Land

As the Indigenous Programs 

Officer for the Royal Botanic 

Gardens Melbourne, it was my 

privilege to receive a Friends’ 

scholarship which allowed me 

to visit the Yolnu peoples of 

north-east Arnhem land for 

their Garma conference.

The Yolnu culture is one of 

the oldest living civilisations 

on Earth, where materialistic 

things have no place in the 

people’s way of life; where it’s 

more important to worry about 

where the next fish is coming 

from than the rent.

As city aborigines make 

a living, so do the Yolnu, 

but in a completely different 

way, because they live off the 

land, using the animals and 

plants which grow in their 

region. They don’t have to go 

shopping. 

For me this was a once-in-a-

lifetime adventure, from which 

I learned much to apply to the 

RBG Indigenous Programs, and 

I came away feeling renewed 

and refreshed in my own culture.

I am very grateful to the  

Friends of the RBG Melbourne 

for making this journey 

possible.

Trevor Gallagher

Indigenous Programs 

Officer,  RBG Melbourne

Most of theYolnu culture is expressed in dance and the bright yellow depicts the clan they are from.

Trevor makes friends with one of the Yolnu elders.
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Propaguru In Action
As a result of being awarded a 

Friends’ Scholarship I attended 

the 2011 International Plant 

Propagator’s Society conference 

in Sydney. Among valuable 

contacts I met was John Toulon, 

a 50-year member of IPPS, who 

gave me his time at the dinner 

to discuss options for repairing 

the damaged historic Separation 

Tree in the Melbourne Gardens. 

John drew examples of the 

grafting techniques on a dinner 

serviette and explained how to 

prepare and fit the scion onto 

the tree and how to treat the 

grafts once completed. The 

conference is all about sharing 

information and solving 

problems in a practical way 

and this is surely one.

For a brief history of events,

•  Tree damaged August 2010.
•  Bark reattached August 2010.
•  Seed from tree sown October  
    2010.

•  Seedling grown on for 1 year.
•  Seedlings ready for grafting
    October 2011.

Above: The Separation tree with 
the damaged bark reattached and  
strapped on. The hope was for some 
of the bark to reattach itself and also 
to keep the wound moist.

At left: RBGM Director Chris Cole 
supervising the approach grafting 
procedure and providing words 
of encouragement. On the second 
day we grafted a seedling from the 
bottom of the wound, across it, and 
secured it at the top of the wound. 
We believe that when the grafts have 
taken we can remove the top and 
bottom of the seedling leaving the 
scion in place to eventually assist 
in the healing process. Another 
alternative is to leave the seedlings 
in place and in time they will form 
a protective layer of bark over the 
wound.

Below left: The first two approach 
grafts successfully nailed and waxed 
in place. We hope to graft them 
above and below the wound until 
they have made good attachment.  
So far the four seedlings have grown 
well. We will be grafting again in 
February 2012 and hope to attach 
the remaining seedlings to the tree.

Below centre: A trial of two long 
scions attached with nails and wax to 
see if we can bridge a large surface 
area. Although we are cutting small 
wedges in the tree to perform these 
grafts we believe the damage to be 
minimal and hopefully the result will 
improve the tree’s health.

Below right: After the bridge grafting 
of the four scions we planted 
four seedlings at the base of the 
tree. These will form the basis of 
approach grafting. October 2011.
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the separation tree

Above: Initial signs of life from the first grafting trial 
in October 2011. These bridge grafts were done by 
cutting a small wedge above and below the wounded 
section of bark to expose cambium. We then shaped 
a small scion section to fit the grafting area which 
we cut from our seedling stock. To secure the graft 
and to ensure good cambium contact we nailed the 
scion in place and covered it with a grafting mastic 
or wax to seal the wound and keep water out.

Below: After the grafting we covered all the grafts 
with a double layer of hessian to keep humidity up 
and prevent the grafts drying out.

I would like to thank the RBG 

Friends for giving me the opportunity 

to attend the IPPS conference in 

Sydney. I learnt so much, and made 

so many good contacts at the 

conference and it is great to be 

able to put the knowledge that I 

gained into practice for the benefit 

of the RBGM. My thanks also to 

the Separation Tree Action Team, 

Dan Thomas, Jim Shugg and Sandra 

Hodge for their help and support, 

and all the Weekend Rangers for their 

watchful eyes during opening hours.

Dermot Molloy

Horticultural Technician
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Above right: Separation tree seedlings grown by the RBGM nursery. The seed was 
collected by Jim Shugg and Liam Kennedy (Arboriculture) in 2007 as insurance 
against drought. Plants will be used as specimen trees in the landscape and now as 
scion material for approach and bridge grafting.        Below: The parent tree.
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Sasanqua Camellias to 

Cherish 

AUTUMN TALKING PLANTS   
Friday 27 April at 10 am 

Domain House, Dallas Brooks Drive 
COST: $10     $15 Non-members 
RSVP by Tuesday 24 April on 
enclosed booking form or download 
one from the Events page on our  
website: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org 
Refreshments will be served on arrival. 
 

A Taste for Botanic 

Science: Von Mueller’s 

Women Plant Collectors

ILLUSTrATed TALK by 
SArA MAroSKe

Tuesday 17 April at 10 for 10.30 am

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

COST:  $15    $25 Non-members

RSVP by Monday 9 April on 

enclosed booking form or download 
one from the Events page on our 
website: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

Refreshments will be served before 
the talk.

In his drive to collect specimens 

of as many different plants 

as possible, Baron Ferdinand 

von Mueller, Australia’s most 

famous botanist, enlisted the 

support of men and women 

collectors around the country. 

This talk will consider why he 

made the decision to include 

women, who these women 

were and what contribution 

they made to elucidating 

Australia’s botany.

Dr Sara Maroske is an 

editor of the ‘Correspondence 

of Ferdinand von Mueller 

Duneira House and 

Garden Mount Macedon

SeLF-drIVe VISIT

Wednesday 11 April

House tour begins at 10.15 am with

morning tea, followed by garden tour.

COST:  $40 includes entry to House 
and Garden, tours and morning tea. 

RSVP by Wednesday 4 April on 
enclosed booking form or download 
one from the Events page on our 
website: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

From Melbourne take the Calder 
Freeway (C322) to Mt. Macedon exit.

From the roundabout approx. 9 kms 

along Mt. Macedon Rd, pass the 
Trading Post cafe on the right.

Continue to Officer Lane on left, after 
Pinchoffs Lane. Duneira signs at 
corner of Officer Lane.

Duneira is a magnificent hill-

station property at Mount 

Macedon. It houses rare plants 

in its grounds, and antiquarian 

books, artwork and historical 

furniture in the 1875 mansion. 

Duneira is a place of time-

less elegance and beauty with 

a feel of old England about it 

and a detailed history of the 

property will be given while we 

enjoy morning tea in its serene 

ambience.

 You may lunch at the 

Trading Post café, next to 

Stephen Ryan’s Dicksonia 

nursery, or visit the Top of the 

Range Tea Rooms between The 

Cross and the historic Survey 

Cairn (1853). The cairn is of 

State significance, used for 

surveying the rapidly growing 

colony by Robert Ellery, 

the first astronomer at the 

Melbourne Observatory. 

Camellia sasanqua is a dense, 

leafy shrub or small tree up 

to 5 metres high. It features 

small evergreen leaves with 

an abundance of single, semi-

double, peony and full double 

flowers appearing in Autumn. 

Many varieties are fragrant.

Camellia sasanqua  

originated in Asia where there 

are 2,300 varieties. This camellia 

species is the most robust and 

versatile of the camellia family. It 

can be espaliered onto a wall or 

frame, grown in pots, clipped 

into hedges or formal shapes 

and used as a groundcover. It is 

sun and shade tolerant, survives 

in drought conditions and can 

be used in coastal plantings.

A knowledgeable person 

from the Camellia Society of 

Victoria will be showing us a 

large range of fresh flowers and 

discuss how to care for, and 

grow, sasanqua Camellias. 

Project’ and co-author of a 

forthcoming biography of 

Mueller. She is an Honorary 

Associate at the Royal Botanic 

Gardens, and teaches a course 

called ‘A History of Nature’ at 

the University of Melbourne.



 A u t u m n  2 0 1 2  | B o t a n i c  N e w s   9

events

Exploring East Melbourne

FIT FrIeNdS rAMbLe

Meet on Wednesday 2 May at 10 am

in front of Bishopscourt,               
120 Clarendon Street, East Melbourne.

Two hour meter parking on west side 
of Clarendon Street.

Tram 75 along Flinders Street and 
Wellington Parade to corner of 
Clarendon Street. 

COST:  $20       $25 Non-members

RSVP by Tuesday 24 April on 
enclosed booking form or download 
one from the Events page on our 
website: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org.

East Melbourne is a residential 

enclave of historic homes. It 

offers a blend of architectural 

styles from the Victorian era to 

Art Deco and  contemporary. 

The gracious mansions and 

rows of terraces were built 

between the gold rush and the 

collapse of the land boom. 

We will start our ramble 

at Bishopscourt where we 

will be treated to a tour of 

the garden behind the high 

walls. Then we will do a 

circuit of the surrounding 

streets admiring the elaborate 

ironwork, classic columns and 

polychromatic brickwork. 

There are homes, apartments, 

religious establishments, an art 

centre and a hospital to engage 

our interest. We will look 

over fences into small formal 

gardens and some lush pockets. 

Back lanes give an insight into 

behind-the-scenes coach houses 

and stables.   

On the way we will have 

morning tea at our own 

expense at a local café.

H U A N D U J

Al i s t a i r  Hay  •  Mon ika  Go t t s cha lk  •  Ado l f o  Ho lgu ín

   Brugmansia

Huanduj: Brugmansia 
booK LAUNCH ANd 
ILLUSTrATed TALK by 
dr ALISTAIr HAy

Thursday 31 May at 6 for 6.30 pm 

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium 

COST: $15        $25 Non-members 

RSVP by Friday 25 May on 

enclosed booking form or download 
one from the Events page on our 
website: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. 
Wine and savouries will be served 
before the talk.

A horticultural, botanical and 

ethnobotanical tour-de-force, 

this astounding book pays hom-

age to one of the most beautiful 

of garden shrubs or small 

trees: the genus Brugmansia. 

These supremely spectacular, 

erotically scented plants have 

become favourites of the 

gardening fraternity of the last 

thirty years. 

With a selection of the finest 

cultivars now available, pictured 

and described, the horticultural 

chapters provide the keen 

gardener with full cultural 

needs for a range of climates. 

Other extensive chapters 

present the botany, natural 

history and ethnobotany of the 

plant, including its use as the 

most powerful, immediate and 

dangerous means of triggering 

spiritual visions in South 

American shamanic practices, 

use of which persists today 

despite centuries of cultural 

oppression. 

The lead author, Dr Alistair 

Hay, is a retired Senior 

Research Scientist and Director, 

Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney.

Visit the Tropical 

Glasshouse
AUTUMN INSIderS’ wALK
Monday 14 May at 2 pm

Meet at Gate Lodge 

COST:  $15 MEMBERS ONLY

RSVP by Thursday 10 May on 
enclosed booking form or download 
one from the Events page on our 
website:www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

Afternoon tea will be served at Gate 
Lodge prior to the walk. 

During a violent storm in 

March 2010 the roof of the 

hothouse was destroyed, and 

through extensive specialist 

engineering works the roof 

has been reconstructed and 

the layout altered with the 

front portion now set out in a 

Victorian style.

This visit will explain the 

future development for the rear 

of the building, propagation of 

suitable plants and the planting 

programme.  

The Glasshouse is a place 

of botanic marvels – insect 

and animal eating plants, 

insect dependent plants, ant 

and bat plants and others of 

great beauty and many uses. 

The Gardens staff who curate 

this area of the Royal Botanic 

Gardens have provided an 

atmosphere to ensure these 

remarkable plants survive in 

climatic conditions similar to 

their native jungle and tropical 

habitats.

Plants from the dawn of 

time are there for us to enjoy.     
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New Members’ Welcome
Tuesday 27 March at 5.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Birdwood Avenue, South Yarra.

Please join us for the New 

Members’ Welcome. Invitations 

will soon be sent to all recently-

joined Friends to come to 

our ‘getting-to-know-you’ 

gathering. Drinks and nibbles 

will be served while you mingle  

and meet other new Members. 

Learn about the Friends’ wide 

range of activities in a friendly 

and relaxed atmosphere, with 

conveners of all groups on 

hand to provide information. 

Finish up with a special tour 

of the Gardens with an expert 

Voluntary Guide.

All those who have joined 

the Friends since our last 

welcome, and those who have 

already requested an invitation 

to an evening welcome, will 

automatically receive one. If you 

have not been able to attend 

a previous New Members’ 

Welcome and would like to 

come this time, you are warmly 

invited as well, so please call 

our office on 9650 6398 and 

we’ll make sure you are invited.

members

Friends’ Membership Prize
Congratulations to Country 

Member Ms Caryll Waugh of 

Ocean Grove, who has won 

the Friends’ Membership Prize 

offered for the last quarter 

of 2011. Caryll, a fairly new 

member, has won a year’s free 

membership.

At the end of each quarter in 

2012, all who have paid their 

membership fee by the due date 

are eligible to win this prize.

The next draw will be held 

at the end of March.

Botanical Illustrators
qUArTerLy MeeTING

Tuesday 13 March at 10 for 10.30 am 
in the Whirling Room.

Cost:   $5.50. Pay on the day.

Biosecurity, whose responsibility?

Peter Symes, Curator, 

Environmental Horticulture, 

RBG Melbourne will speak 

on this topic. All botanical 

illustrators who are Friends of 

the RBGM are invited to attend.

Botanical Illustrators 
deCeMber MeeTING

The  botanical illustrators met 

in the Whirling Room for a set 

of events, including one devoted 

to refining our library holdings, 

organised by Peter Lewis, a 

quiz on botanical illustration 

organised by Marg Kitchen and 

Mali Wilson, and a talk on the 

Shakers’ history and Christmas 

rites, given by Jean Dennis, who 

also organised  Shaker–style 

presents for all. (Sample below).

We then had a Christmas party, 

preceded by presentations to 

those who had made particular 

contributions to our activities 

last year, notably Sandra 

Sanger, who not only continues 

organising the Whirlybirds – a 

role she has carried out for 

quite a few years – but who 

also masterminded and curated 

the very successful Eucalypts 

and Nature’s Small Wonders 

exhibition.  

Roslyn Glow

Seasons at Home
ILLUSTrATed TALK by

HoLLy Kerr ForSyTH

Thursday 3 May at 10 for 10.30 am

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

COST:  $15     $25 Non-members

RSVP by Friday 27 April on

enclosed booking form or download

from the Events page on our website:

www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

Morning tea will be served before

the talk.

The book will be available for sale.

In her sumptuous new book, 

Seasons at Home, writer, 

photographer and passionate 

gardener Holly Kerr Forsyth has 

turned gardening, cooking and 

homemaking into an art form.

In this practical and inspiring 

illustrated talk Holly will tell us 

about the writing of this book, 

full of household arts, such as 

growing windowsill pots full 

of herbs and vegetables, flower 

arranging and table decoration.  

She will talk about her 

passion for using local seasonal 

produce, working with nature 

and getting back to basics.

Holly Kerr Forsyth has 

written about gardens – both 

independently and as the 

Weekend Australian’s garden 

columnist – for more than ten 

years.

The lovely FRBGM Herb Garden
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Classes
Term 2 will start in the week 

beginning Saturday 28 April. 

Classes will be held on Tuesday 

and Wednesday evenings and 

in the daytime on Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Saturdays 

(two sessions each day - 2.5hr), 

Thursdays (one 2.5hr session) 

and Fridays (one 3hr session).

2.5hr classes:   $290 (incl GST)

       Friends:    $240 (incl GST)

3hr classes:      $335 (incl GST)

       Friends:    $285 (incl GST)

We recommend that students 

without prior experience in 

botanical illustration complete 

a Beginners’ Workshop before 

entering Term classes. 

illustrators

Beginners’ Workshop
wITH dIANNe eMery

14, 15 and 21, 22 April 

(Saturdays & Sundays)

10 am to 4 pm

Cost: $275      $325 Non-members 

This intensive 4-day course is 

an introduction to botanical 

art via pencil and watercolour.  

Students will begin to develop 

skills in outline drawing, fore-

shortening, tonal work and 

rendering of surfaces, basic colour 

work and paint application.

ALL CLASSeS ANd 
worKSHoPS wILL be 
HeLd IN THe wHIrLING 
rooM STUdIo, 
obSerVATory GATe.

For bookings and further information, 
please contact the Friends’ office on 
9650 6398.

Whirlybirds
The Whirlybirds resumed their 

botanical illustrators’ group in 

the first week of February. The 

informal meetings are held on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays in the 

Whirling Room. 

The members of the groups 

share a common interest 

in painting, drawing and 

developing their illustration 

skills in a casual supportive 

atmosphere. If you would like 

more information regarding 

these groups contact Sandra 

Sanger on 9598 9532.

Still Life Drawing And 

Oil Painting Workshop 
wITH ANITA MerTZLIN

16, 18, 19, 20 April 2012

(note no workshop on 17 April)

10 am to 4 pm

Cost: $350      $399 Non-members 

Learn structural drawing tech-

niques (including understanding 

how to draw ellipses) to enhance 

your drawing ability, particularly 

in relation to still life. Following 

this, learn the painting technique 

for flowers, fruit and vegetables in 

a still life context. This approach 

enables the artist to record visual 

observation quickly and is useful 

for communicating surface texture. 

Some drawing experience is 

helpful but not essential.

Anita has had ten solo shows, 

and has exhibited regularly at 

Gallery 101 in Collins Street.

Materials including pencils, 

paper, brushes, canvas, paints, 

will be provided, plus morning 

and afternoon tea. Please bring 

some plain white paper of any 

quality on which to practice 

your work.

Below: Still life by Anita Mertzlin.

The cost of the course 

includes equipment to be used 

during the workshop – drawing 

materials, paint, watercolour 

paper and brushes – and 

morning and afternoon tea.

Above: Fruit Salad still life by 
Dianne Emery.
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growing friends

Nur
Nursery Open Days

in Summer
Friday 2, 9, 16 23 & 30 March,

April closed

 18 & 25 May 

between 9 am and 1 pm

Autumn Plant Sale

Saturday 21 April 10 am to 4 pm 

Sunday 22 April 10 am to 3 pm

The Sale Catalogue will be 

available on our website: 

www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org 

approximately a week before the sale.

As we approach the Autumn 

Sale I look in amazement at 

the number and range of plants 

which the Growing Friends have 

propagated and grown on over 

the past five months since the 

Spring Sale in September 2011; 

the Nursery was all but empty 

after that very successful sale.

Over the last couple of 

years the Growing Friends 

have been expanding the range 

of plants offered for sale. 

This is particularly so for the 

Australian natives where a 

number of eremophilas have 

been introduced, and in the 

perennials where new varieties 

of salvias and hostas have been 

propagated. Some of these new 

introductions will be offered at 

the Autumn Sale.

As usual the Nursery will be 

closed for a period around the 

Autumn Sale. Please see the dates 

above. However, Friends are 

encouraged to visit the Nursery 

on the Open Days not only to 

buy plants but also to see the 

plants in flower and so discover 

the range of plants grown.

Michael Hare, Convener

Lydia Bartlett
Lydia Bartlett, a Life Member 

of the Friends, died just before 

Christmas. She will be sadly 

missed by many but has left a 

strong legacy of excellence in 

the Growing Friends – she was 

always a hard act to follow.

Lydia joined the Friends in 

the 1980s and volunteered at 

the Friends’ shop, which was 

then a desk in the café by the 

lake. When Gillian and Neil 

Kirk started the Growing 

Friends in 1988 Lydia became 

treasurer and contributed much, 

especially with the setting up of 

the Nursery and Shadehouse on 

the site near the Whirling Room 

building.

Her husband, Charles, died 

in 1990 and later that year when 

Gillian retired as convenor of 

the Growing Friends Lydia took 

over and reigned for five years. 

She was immensely suited to the 

role as she had a vast knowledge 

of plants and their growing 

needs. She had done courses at 

Burnley Horticultural College, 

and although she passed them,  

she would go back and repeat 

specific classes just because she 

enjoyed them and wanted to 

know more. She was not just 

convener but also treasurer and 

nursery manager and quickly 

became known as ‘Madam 

Lash’, a term of endearment 

that amused her greatly!

Lydia exacted a high standard 

from herself and all around her. 

She was very generous with 

her encyclopaedic knowledge 

about plants, their propagation 

and their care and most of 

the Growing Friends learnt 

much from her. Woe betide 

anyone whose potting up was 

slipshod, or who committed 

any of a number of crimes, (as 

was done on a weekly basis), 

then the lesson was short and 

sharp. Her catch-cry of ‘check 

the roots before you pot up’ 

is well remembered. She never 

got tired of questions about 

growing conditions for plants 

and these questions kept her 

especially busy on sale days. 

Her own garden was a 

treasure trove of plants she 

loved, and which were often 

difficult to find elsewhere. She 

generously shared seeds, bulbs 

and cuttings for the Growing 

Friends’ nursery; even in her 

last weeks she sent in some 

Cyclamen hederifolium seeds 

with explicit instructions on 

how they were to be planted.

Lydia had a wicked sense 

of humour and was a strong 

character. One Growing Friend 

remembers arriving at the 

Growing Friends’ Nursery 

when Lydia had just taken over 

the convenor’s job. She stepped 

forward and introduced herself 

and paused, then said, ‘Lydia, 

as in Lydia-bin (lid-of-your-bin). 

That’s the way to remember 

my name!’ I am sure many will 

have similar anecdotes. In spite 

of her humorous approach, 

Lydia gained the respect of the 

RBG staff, the Growing Friends 

and the Friends.

Here are a few words, aptly 

put, which could be said by 

many who were privileged to 

know Lydia: ‘As I walk around 

my own garden I see so much 

of Lydia; plants she gave me, 

others that I bought on her 

recommendation, and I know 

it is so much more interesting 

for her input; she will never be 

forgotten.’

Sharon Beaman  and others

Camellia chekiangoleosa 

Lydia Bartlett, Gillian Kirk and Dale McDonnell cutting the Growing 
Friends’ tenth birthday cake.
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Camellia Species from 

the Wild
Camellias arrived in Australia 

in the early days of settlement 

when almost all cultivars 

in the West were of the one 

species, Camellia japonica. 

The majority of camellias 

grown in Australian gardens 

are cultivars of three species; 

japonica, sasanqua and the 

large-flowered reticulata. There 

are other species of camellias 

growing naturally in the wild 

and currently over 340 species 

have been recorded. They are 

found mainly in China, and 

also Vietnam and Laos. Most 

have single flowers, usually white, 

but some species have pink or 

red flowers, while others have 

truly yellow petals. The RBGM 

has a notable collection of species 

camellias and the Growing 

Friends are propagating small 

numbers for sale.

Camellia crapnelliana has 

broad, glossy leaves, and its 

flowers are about 10cm wide 

with floppy white petals. The 

trunk of this small tree is 

described as terracotta or brick 

red. The rust-coloured seed 

pods may be the size of an 

apple and the seed oil is edible.

growing friends

A single tree was found in 

Hong Kong in 1903. It has 

since been found wild in several 

southern Chinese provinces 

and is a protected species.  

The World Conservation 

Monitoring Centre describes 

the species as vulnerable.

Camellia yuhsienensis was 

discovered on the mountain  

Yu Hsien in Hunan province in 

the 1960s. The white flowers 

are distinctive, sometimes with 

a strong fragrance, and with 

petals that curve outwards. It 

can flower profusely.

Camellia yunnanensis is 

found in western China’s 

Yunnan province. The flowers 

are white merging to cream 

in the centre and the flower 

buds are rusty brown. The 

spreading shrub has short stiff 

leaves and the reddish fruits are 

decorative.

Camellia chekiangoleosa 

has large red flowers and can 

be a spectacular garden plant. 

It is named after the province 

Chekiang where it was identified 

in the 1950s, and oleosa meaning 

oily. The shrub is cultivated 

in southeast China for the 

extraction of oil from its seeds.

Judith Firkin

Camellia yunnanensis Camellia yunnanensis seed pod

Camellia crapnelliana seed podCamellia crapnelliana
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celebrations -  thirty years
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In celebrating the Friends’ 30th 

anniversary this March it is 

timely to reflect how fortunate 

we are that our forebears 

had the farsighted vision to 

bequeath us our magnificent 

Royal Botanic Gardens 

Melbourne, founded in 1846, 

and that Charles La Trobe 

chose such an appropriate 

site for them. For many the 

Gardens are a very special 

place indeed. Most certainly 

they were for the group of 

volunteers who  founded the 

Friends of the RBG Melbourne 

thirty years ago. Motivated 

by their love of the Gardens, 

these Steering Committee 

members also felt a sense of 

responsibility to  ensure that 

such a treasured part of our 

heritage was protected and 

nurtured into the future.

The Friends has much to 

celebrate. Without the input 

of many skilled and dedicated 

volunteers, none of this would 

have been possible. In addition, 

the Friends have been given 

wonderful backup support 

by part-time paid staff whose 

contributions have gone well 

beyond the call of duty.

Activities organised by the 

Friends are designed to draw 

people to the Gardens, to 

inform them, to foster their 

love of the Gardens, to create a 

greater awareness of the natural 

world and the important role 

that botanic gardens play. Very 

importantly, most activities 

generate funds used to support 

projects in the Gardens and the 

Herbarium.

Some highlights of the last 

thirty years follow. 

Thanks to all Members for 

their support. We look forward 

to an exciting future!

1980s

•	 Save the Lake campaign: 

In the autumn of 1982 the 

Friends instigated their first 

project. The Lake was 

being choked by a virulent 

waterlily and funds were 

needed to drain it and 

remove the silt containing 

the water lily roots. The 

Sun newspaper agreed 

to support the Friends’ 

project and launched the 

Save the Lake appeal. Over 

$200,000 was raised.

• The first newsletter was 

produced in July 1982 and 

appeared for the first time 

under the Botanic News 

masthead in the autumn of 

1985.

•	 A Friends’ Information 

Desk was established at the 

Kiosk in 1983. Volunteers 

assisted visitors to the 

Gardens and established 

the Friends’ shop. This 

profitable shop, which 

moved several times within 

the Tea Rooms area, was 

closed in 2000 when retail 

sales outlets in the Gardens 

were taken over by the RBG.

• A Growing Friends’ group 

was established and the 

first sale was held in 

November 1988. Very 

successful bi-annual sales 

have been held ever since.

1990s

• Botanical art classes 

moved from Burnley 

Horticultural College to 

the RBG in 1990. The 

Friends took responsibility 

for running monthly 

workshops and by 1992/3 

weekly classes and weekly 

and/or monthly workshops 

were being held. Classes 

and workshops have 

become a major income 

earner for the Friends.

• The first biennial The Art 

of Botanical Illustration 

exhibition was held in 1992.

• From 1994 until 2002 the 

Friends ran a Garden Seats 

program. In excess of 80 

commemorative seats were 

installed in the Gardens. 

The Friends arranged for 

the RBG to take over the 

program for administrative 

and maintenance reasons.

• The Friends hosted the 
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The tram launched to publicise the ‘Save the Lake’ Appeal. Janet Morrison, Lydia Bartlett and Neil Kirk in the first Growing Friends’ 
Shade House.

Current Membership 2410

Total amount of grants 
given to the rbG since 
1982      $1,815,135
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the melbourne friends
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Association of Friends of 

Botanic Gardens (Victoria) 

Inc. annual conference 

in 1997, having played a 

major role in establishing 

the Association in the early 

1990s. 

• A very enjoyable 

project in 1998 was the 

redevelopment of the 

Perennial Border. The 

plants in the old border 

were removed by Gardens 

staff and packaged up in 

newspaper by the Growing 

Friends who then sold them 

to eager buyers. A grant 

from the Friends was used 

to reestablish the border.  

• In 1999 the Friends’ office 

was moved into Gate 

Lodge. Grants totalling 

$114,500 were given for 

the renovation of the 

building and landscaping 

the garden.

2000s

• The Water Works Water 

Wise project was launched 

in 2001. Under this scheme, 

grants have been given for 

the irrigation of the Theatre 

Lawn, The Ian Potter 

Foundation Children’s 

Garden, the Rare and 

Threatened Species bed, the 

misting of the Fern Gully, 

the automatic irrigation 

system for the RBG 

Nursery and the Working 

Wetlands project.

• The Friends’ Scholarship 

Scheme was established 

in 2007 as part of the 

Friends’ 25th birthday 

celebrations.

• The Helping Hands 

program commenced 

in 2007 as a means of 

providing members with 

an opportunity to give 

‘hands-on’ assistance to 

the Gardens. Volunteers 

have been refurbishing and 

maintaining the gardens 

surrounding E Gate Lodge 

and Eastern Lodge.

• In 2010 a major research 

grant was established to 

recognize the late Helen 

McLellan. A bequest of 

approximately $2.5 million 

was received from her 

estate in 2007.

Janet Thomson
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The beautiful Perennial Border re-established in 1998 Nymphaea Lake showing completed work for Working Wetlands. 
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March

2 Growing Friends’ Nursery open 9 am - 1 pm

9 Growing Friends’ Nursery open 9 am - 1 pm

16 Guided Nursery Visit

 Growing Friends’ Nursery open 9 am - 1 pm

23 Growing Friends’ Nursery open 9 am - 1 pm

27 New Members Welcome 5.30 pm

30 Growing Friends’ Nursery open 9 am - 1 pm

April

6-8 Easter
11 Day Trip - Duneira Mt Macedon
14,15 Beginner’s Illustration Workshop
16-20 Workshop, painting in oils
17 Talk - Women of Von Mueller: Dr Sara Maroske
21 Growing Friends’ Plant Sale 10 am to 4 pm
21,22        Beginner’s Illustration Workshop continues
22 Growing Friends’ Plant Sale 10 am to 3 pm
27 Talking Plants - Sasanqua Camellias
28 Illustrator’s Classes Commence

May

2 Fit Friends Ramble - East Melbourne

3 Talk - Holly Kerr Forsyth

14 Insiders’ Walk - RBG Tropical Glasshouse

18 Growing Friends’ Nursery open 9 am - 1 pm

25 Growing Friends’ Nursery open 9 am - 1 pm

31 Talk - Brugmansia Dr Alistair Hay

Note: The Friends’ Inclement Weather Policy states that 
outdoor events may be cancelled and the Nursery will not 
be open for sales if the temperature is predicted to be 

33ºC or above.

The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne, 
Inc. complies with the National Privacy Principles for the 
collection and use of personal information.
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