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‘I get by with a little help from 

my friends…’     The Beatles, 1967

Friendship. I’ve been thinking 

a lot about that word since 

I became President of the 

Friends a year ago.there are 

quite a lot of definitions, 

especially these days as the 

social media has expanded our 

notion of being ‘friends’. But, 

words like affection, reliability, 

trust and support are all 

evident in any definition of 

this much-used term.

I am reflecting on the word for two reasons. Firstly, the 

organisation which runs the Gardens whose ‘Friend’ we are 

has changed its name. The Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne, 

from a public perspective at least, is no more. It is now the 

Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria (RBGV). This has been done to 

embrace its work at the Melbourne and Cranbourne Gardens, 

the Herbarium and the Australian Research Centre for Urban 

Ecology (ARCUE). The Melbourne site is now known as the 

Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria, Melbourne Gardens. Following 

this change, we were asked if we would consider changing the 

name of our organization, and so, since it seemed inappropriate 

to continue to be the Friends of a place that no longer existed 

under the same name, at its December 2015 meeting our 

Council agreed that we should change our name to that 

suggested by the Director – Melbourne Friends, Royal Botanic 

Gardens Victoria. This is now in train and you will see our brand 

name change. We may also change our logo to align with the 

new gold tree that marks the RBGV itself.

I am also reflecting on the nature of Friends organisations. So 

many Friends groups have become membership departments 

within the organisations they support. They are part of the 

structure of those organisations, rather than independent 

bodies. Friends in these cases become integral parts of an 

organisation, rather than external supporters of a place.There 

can also be confusion between Friends and volunteers. Friends 

in general give monetary support, whereas volunteers give 

time. In our case, we give monetary support, though we have a 

great many Friends that give time voluntarily to our organization. 

There is a separate group for those who wish to volunteer for 

the RBGV itself. 

Research shows that motivations for joining groups like ours 

vary greatly. The landscape for both Friends and volunteers is 

certainly changing and the stereotypes are being challenged. 

It’s a great opportunity to make sure that we continue to be 

relevant to you, and to the place we love and its future.

Many of our Friends enjoy the activities we organize – the art, 

craft, walks and talks and the opportunities to grow and garden 

and help out at events. Many enjoy just receiving the news.

I hope many of you bring your friends to the Gardens, to 

enjoy your own walks and talks, picnics and celebrations. A visit 

to the Gardens does help cement friendships.

The RBGV certainly needs people it can call upon for support 

now. It has a new vision and it is about to launch into a series 

of new projects to achieve this including a new herbarium, a 

glasshouse and expansions of its work on the Observatory site, 

as well as new plans for Cranbourne. These are all evident in 

the Corporate Plan and available on its website at http://www.

rbg.vic.gov.au/documents/RBGV_Corporate_Plan_2014-2019_

DP.pdf. I encourage you to look at it. These projects will need 

the backing of the community and government if they are to be 

achieved. The Board and Foundation of the RBGV are carefully 

planning how best to do this.

from the president
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Friends’ scholarship 

scheme 2015

These Royal Botanic 

Gardens of Victora staff 

members were awarded 

Friends’ Scholarships at 

the Friends’ Annual General 

Meeting.

Photos: Richard Kirsner
Catherine Gallagher, Co-ordinator, Curation, 
Melbourne Gardens; Travel to Berlin to research 
MEL’s foreign collection.

Kate Roud, Curator for the New Zealand 
Collection, Melbourne Gardens;  
Study tour to New Zealand.

Charlie Fir th, Co-ordinator, Hor ticulture, 
Cranbourne Gardens; Training package: 
Increasing arboricultural skills and capacity.

As Friends of the Melbourne Gardens, we need to respond  to these 

plans accordingly. We are putting our efforts into looking carefully at 

our organisation, strengthening it, looking for ways to provide value for 

existing members and strategies to increase membership.

This is where the word ‘mutual’ arises. We are privileged to 

have access to special places – giving us the basis for some great 

exclusive offers – the arts studio, the craft cottage, the nursery 

and the lovely garden spaces at Gate Lodge and Plant Craft 

Cottage. We have access to horticulturists, botanists, designers 

and other specialists in the organization. We want to draw on these 

resources to give our members special insights into the RBGV and 

the Melbourne Gardens. We are working to devise new offers and 

to keep you interested and coming back year after year. Then our 

membership will grow and we can continue to be trusted, reliable, 

supportive and even affectionate Friends! 

     sally Hirst

New Council Members elected at November 2015’s Annual General Meeting. Left: Lynsey 
Poore and Right: Mary Ward.     Photos: Richard Kirsner

Passing the Baton
At the Annual General Meeting we sadly said farewell to one of 

our most loyal Friends, John Goodwin, who has been a member 

of Council, efficiently re-organised the Friends’ office.and 

worked with the Illustrators to review their affairs. As the Friends’ 

Volunteers co-ordinator he was a quiet achiever. He has, equally 

as quietly, decided that it is time to hand the baton to someone 

else. Fortunately, Jacqui Hawkins, an amazing new Friend, put 

her hand up and is taking up the role. We thank John and hope 

he’ll continue to be involved in our activities. 

New Volunteer Convener Jacqui Hawkins.   
Photo: Meg Miller

Outgoing Volunteer Convener John Goodwin.
Photo: Richard Kirsner

Friends’ conference
The biennial conference of the Australian Association of 

Friends of Botanic Gardens, hosted by the Geelong Friends,  

will be held on 29 April to 1 May 2016 in Geelong. See 

friendsbotanicgardens.org for information and registration details.

from the president
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cartoonist tree not 

so curly
Following the planting by 

nick cave of a Henry’s 

Lime (tilia henryana) on 20 

December 2014, we invited 

cartoonist and poet Michael 

Leunig to plant the next 

tree in our occasional series 

(perhaps this will occur 

annually or thereabouts) 

outside the more formal 

dignitary plantings. Michael 

Leunig was suggested to 

me numerous times, and 

he meets the criteria we set out in a new commemorative 

trees Policy. 

Leunig is a much-loved social commentator in Melbourne 

but someone willing to speak his mind and hold strong 

individual opinions. His selection is consistent with the 

choice of Nick Cave, as someone with strong individual style 

and representative of creative and liberal Melbourne. His 

contributions to Melbourne and the world’s cultural life have 

been over an extensive period, and a little ‘outside the box’. 

The case for Michael Leunig planting a tree this year was 

strengthened by his celebration of around 50 years of whimsy 

and wit (he began contributing to newspapers in 1965) and his 

seventieth birthday. Leunig regularly references trees and nature 

in his pictures and writing, and he was delighted to accept my 

invitation to plant a tree on 19 October 2015.

While it was tempting to select something curly to plant we 

decided on a Saharan Cypress (Cupressus depreziana), a rare 

tree from the Saharan desert in Africa. It now sits among a 

collection of conifers and other trees on the Huntingfield Lawn, 

not far from the Temple of the Winds. The Saharan Cypress 

is, as you’d expect, a rather drought-tolerant conifer. It’s from 

the central Sahara Desert, growing above 1000 metres in the 

Tassili n’Ajjer Mountains, in eastern Algeria. It was brought to the 

attention of western scientists by Captain Duprez, commander 

of a French army camp stationed nearby. 

Today there are only 233 individual plants remaining in its 

native habitat. So few, and they are so long-lived (the oldest 

dated at 2,300 years old), that it’s said each tree has its own 

name. These names in the local Tamashek language relate to 

location (the one near the flat stones, or a mountain), use (to 

hang things on) or perhaps an important nearby feature (pool 

of water at its roots). Tamashek also provides an intriguing 

common name, Tarout. ‘Tarout’ is a butcher’s term for the 

windpipe and attached lungs of an animal, and due to its wonky 

top our tree will eventually have a passing resemblance to this 

collection of internal organs (held windpipe-down...). Not curly, 

but a little off-centre perhaps. Perhaps also a nod to Leunig 

being the son of a slaughterman and having worked in abattoirs 

in his early years.

The Saharan Cypress is more common in cultivation, 

particularly it seems in Australia, where a thicket of the 

Saharan Cypress and its close relative the Moroccan Cypress 

(sometimes considered to be a variety of Cupressus depreziana, 

called var. atlantica) were planted eight years ago in the National 

Arboretum in Canberra.

In the Algerian mountains, summer maxima are around 

20-30 degrees C, and winter days 1-13 degrees C. Not 

unlike Melbourne, although we get a little hotter in summer. 

Annual rainfall is variable but around an extremely low 30 mm, 

compared to our current 650 mm a year in Melbourne. While we 

anticipate a more extreme climate in Melbourne over coming 

decades we don’t expect rainfall to drop that much. On the 

other hand we are always on the lookout for plants that need 

less water and are able to survive the occasional drought. We 

expect this species will do just fine in the Melbourne Gardens.

If it does, we can tell the story not only of its exotic origins 

and endangered status, but also of its male-dominated 

reproduction. At least some of the time the Saharan Cypress 

employs what is called apomixis, where seeds develop without 

sexual fusion. In this particular case the important genes all 

come from the pollen, the male ‘parent’. It seems the female 

‘parent’ provides nutritional content for the seed but none of 

the genetic content that ends up in the new plant. It’s unclear 

if this happens all the time, or why it happens. It may be that 

in the small remnant population in Algieria there are no longer 

any viable female reproductive cells produced. Odd things 

from the  gardens
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can happen when you get a small number of individuals 

interbreeding. The tree’s success out in the Gardens will depend 

on how its genes, whatever their origin, allow it to respond to 

our ever-changing Melbourne climate.

The intent with all these ‘cultural’ plantings is to tell a story 

about the person and the plant, preferably linking the two 

together. I already have a long list of possible tree planters but 

do let me know of any suggestions. 

Tim Entwisle

Michael Leunig beside the newly-planted tree.          Photo: Tim Entwisle

Membership Housekeeping
Members will be aware that Australia Post has raised its postal 

charges quite considerably this year. We have also been told just 

recently that we can no longer rely on next-day deliveries without 

incurring additional costs. Unfortunately this has ramifications for 

the Friends, starting with increased funds from your membership 

subscription having to be applied to defraying these costs.

How Can You Help?

As our President has pointed out in her report, we value your 

membership, and would like to offer the most efficient and 

up-to-date means of communicating with you and so we are 

asking if you could please make sure that the organisation 

has an email address for you. At present we use this to 

communicate through eNews and often this is the quickest 

and most direct method of alerting you to spur-of-the-moment 

benefits (such as the Titan Arum flowering, or the Fern Gully 

opening) of which you would otherwise be unaware.

We do not share these addresses with other organisations.

Janet thomson oAM
congratulations to Janet 

thomson, Past President 

and trustee of the Friends 

trust Fund on the awarding 

of the Medal of the order of 

Australia (oAM) in the new 

Year Honours list.

Janet has been a member 

of the Friends since 1991, was 

President from 2006 t0 2010 and 

has been a Trustee since 2011. 

She was also a Voluntary 

Guide in the Gardens from 

1998 to 2008 and still leads 

Friends on specialised walks around the Gardens. Her 

knowledge of the Gardens and its surrounds is phenomenal and 

her attention to detail and the history of the Gardens has made 

her walks an interesting and joyful experience. 

Janet has become a valuable resource on the Publications 

and Editorial Committee in particular and the wider Friends’ 

pantheon in general.

She was a member of the Committee of the Australian 

Association of Friends of Botanic Gardens from 1999 to 2012 

and its President from 2011 to 2012. 

Robert Wright

members
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book EvEnts onlinE, on our booking form or download onE from thE EvEnts pagE on 

our wEbsitE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

Aboriginal Heritage 

Walk
Wednesday 20 April 2016

Gate Lodge 1 pm for 1.30pm

Lemon Myrtle tea and 

refreshments at the close of 

the ceremony and walk.

RSVP by Friday 15 April 

Friends $20 Non-members $25

Bookings Essential

Wominjeka! 

On this walk we will journey into the ancestral lands of the Kulin 

nation and explore their rich and thriving culture escorted by an 

Indigenous guide. We will learn about the ancient lore, rites and 

rituals that survive today and discover traditional uses of plants 

for food, tools and medicine. During the walk we will experience 

a smoking ceremony which is one of the most significant 

ancient ceremonies performed by Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander people. The ceremony involves smouldering various 

native plants to produce smoke which is believed to have 

cleansing properties and the ability to ward off bad spirits. We 

finish with lemon myrtle tea and refreshments.

This ramble will introduce us to the elegance of the heritage-

listed homes in St Vincent Place and to the art precinct of the 

Gasworks Arts Park. Walking right around St Vincent Place we 

will learn about the history of the houses and their owners. Then 

we will explore the St Vincent Gardens that extend over two 

blocks between the north and south arms of St Vincent Place. 

As we wander towards the Gasworks Arts Park we will pass 

little cottages and then enter an expanse of parkland flanked by 

heritage industrial buildings. After the closure of the gas plant this 

area was recreated as parkland and an arts park. The buildings 

are now home to theatres, art galleries, artist studios and a cafe. 

We will visit some artists at work and have our morning tea in the 

café at our own expense. It is an easy walk back to our transport.

Autumn Fit Friends 

Ramble
elegance and Art 

in Albert Park

Tuesday 5 April at 10 am

Meet on the corner of St 

Vincent Place South and 

Montague St, Albert Park. 

There is parking around the 

gardens or take Tram 1 along 

Montague St to St Vincent Place.

RSVP by Friday 1 April 

Friends $20 Non-members $25

new Members’ 

Welcome
Thursday 17 March

5.30 pm for 6 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium 

Birdwood Ave, South Yarra

Refreshments will be served.

RSVP by Friday 11 March

Come and meet new friends at the New Members Welcome. 

It’s a ‘Getting-to-know-you’ gathering in a friendly and relaxed 

atmosphere where over a glass of wine and refreshments you 

can mingle and meet other members and conveners of the 

various activity groups that make up the Melbourne Friends of 

Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria. Learn about the RBGV and the 

role of the Friends from RBGV CEO Tim Entwisle and Friends’ 

President Sally Hirst. The evening finishes with a tour of the 

Gardens with an expert Voluntary Guide. 

Invitations will soon be sent to all recently-joined Friends. 

Should you have been unable to attend a previous New 

Members’ Welcome you too are warmly invited. Please ring the 

Friends’ office on 9650 6398 and an invitation will be sent to you.

events
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the Pastoralists’ 

Garden of eden
Illustrated talk by Richard 

Allen, Writer

Tuesday 3 May 2016

6 for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

RSVP by Friday 29 April

Friends $20 Non Members $25

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk.

“The Western District of Victoria was long praised as a kind of 

pastoralists’ Garden of Eden”, wrote Australia’s great historian 

Geoffrey Blainey in the foreword to Great Properties of Country 

Victoria – The Western District’s Golden Age.

The wool boom in Victoria lasted many decades, long enough 

for families to build up vast fortunes and use their wealth to build 

huge homes and spectacular gardens. Many of these properties 

remain in private hands and access to them is difficult.

Richard Allen – writer of Great Properties of Country Victoria 

–The Western District’s Golden Age – (photographs by Kimbal 

Baker) will take us through several of the major properties in his 

book, including Minjah, Chatsworth House, Dalvui, Nareen and 

Mount William.

book EvEnts onlinE, on our booking form or download onE from thE EvEnts pagE on 

our wEbsitE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

Morning tea for 

new Members
Friday 6 May at 10 am

Plant Craft Cottage 

Alexandra Avenue,  

South Yarra

Enter through H Gate, Royal 

Botanic Gardens Victoria

RSVP by Friday 29 April

Join us for an informal morning tea especially for new Friends 

at the historic Plant Craft Cottage located at the river end of the 

Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria, Melbourne Gardens. 

You can meet the various groups who are responsible for 

the activities that go to support the RBGV. Hear about the plans 

ahead and the many accomplishments of the Friends over its 30 

years, and learn of the ways you can participate and enjoy the 

benefits of your membership. In particular, admire the display of 

plant crafts. After morning tea, you will have an opportunity to take 

a guided walk, or visit the Friends’ Nursery which will be open.

Invitations will be sent to all recently-joined Friends and if you 

have not been able to attend a previous Welcome, please ring 

the Friends’ office on 9650 6398 and we’ll ensure your name is 

on the invitation list.

Autumnal Glory in 

the Macedon Ranges
self Drive Day trip 

Wednesday 27 April at 11 am

Friends $35 Non-members $45 

The cost includes morning 

tea, and a light luncheon.

RSVP by Thursday 21 April

Detailed instructions will be 

provided when booking. Car-

pooling recommended.

The cool climate of the Macedon Ranges is ideal for deciduous 

trees and shrubs to put on a magnificent display of autumn 

colour. The trees explode with reds, oranges, pinks and yellows 

contrasting with forest greens topped off by crisp blue skies, 

making this a magical place to take in autumnal glory.

We will visit two gardens, each offering glorious sights and 

planting designs, giving much food for thought and inspiration. 

These are private gardens rarely seen by the public, chosen 

because they are distinctly different in design and concept with 

fascinating stories to share between owner and visitor.

To complete our day we pop in to Stephen Ryan’s nursery, 

Dicksonia Rare Plants, where the display of woodland bulbs will 

delight and inspire. Stephen is opening the nursery especially 

for our visit.

events
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book EvEnts onlinE, on our booking form or download onE from thE EvEnts pagE on 

our wEbsitE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

Autumn talking 

Plants
World of Fungi

With sandor Istella PhD

owner of sandor’s Harvest

Thursday 19 May 2016  

at 10 am

Domain House, 

Dallas Brooks Drive

RSVP by Monday 16 May 

Friends $20 Non-members $25

One of the biggest groups of living things in the world is the 

Fungi. It has more species and categories than any other on the 

planet. it is the most diverse, and is the group of living things 

the average person knows the least about.

From microscopic fungi to 7-8 kg puffballs, the deadly death 

cap or the most delicious Chanterelle and any between, the 

Fungi world has it all. 

Our expert speaker will talk about how to start identification 

and what to know about wild mushrooms, especially where 

they grow and when. He will show a few edible and poisonous 

mushrooms and talk about the danger and fun of foraging, and 

how you can collect and cook mushrooms. Helpful, useful and 

fascinating information.

Guilfoyle’s Volcano
Winter Insiders’ Walk 

Wednesday 25 May  

at 10 am

Gate Lodge  

Birdwood Ave, South Yarra

Cost $20 MEMBERS ONLY

Meet for refreshments at 10 am

The walk begins at 10.20 am.

RSVP Friday 20 May

As a young man, William Guilfoyle visited the volcanoes of 

Vanuatu and was fascinated by the heavy masses of red hot 

lava. On his return, in 1876, he built Guilfoyle’s Volcano – as a 

reservoir, but landscaped to seem as if it were an active volcano 

(complete with steam). After lying idle for 60 years, it has been 

restored and re-imagined. 

This spectacular and historic water reservoir has 

commanding views of the city, and its striking landscape design 

showcases low water use plants. Boardwalks and viewing 

platforms give you the opportunity to explore this long-hidden 

but remarkable feature of Melbourne Gardens.

Autumn Guided 

Visit to the Growing 

Friends’ nursery 
Friday 3 June at 10.30 am

Meet at Gate Lodge

Birdwood Ave, South Yarra

Cost $10 MEMBERS ONLY

RSVP by Friday 27 May 

www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

Bookings essential. 

Our Autumn nursery visit will be the perfect opportunity to add 

highlights to your winter garden and to plan ahead for spring 

planting. The nursery currently holds a wide selection of suitable 

material for the home garden. 

    This visit is especially suitable for new members and for 

others who are not familiar with the whereabouts and workings 

of our Growing Friends’ Nursery. We will meet at Gate Lodge for 

a brief morning tea and to meet other like-minded gardeners, 

and then be guided down to the nursery for a brief overview and 

to make purchases. 

Please bring carry bags suitable for carrying your purchases, 

and if you are travelling by public transport (or by car) or plan 

to buy a number of plants, think about bringing your shopping 

trolley as well.

events
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The Growing 
Friends’ Super 
Autumn Plant 
sale 2016
SaturdaY 16 april 10 am to 4 pm

SundaY 17 april 10 am to 3 pm

inSide Gate e

roYal BotaniC GardenS, ViCtoria

melwaY: map 2l ref C2

03 9650 6398      

friends@frbgmelb.org.au    

www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

catalogue online one week before sale

10% discount for members (excludes Sunday specials)

Above: Eremophila maculata (mauve form).
Below: Correa pulchella ‘Coffin Bay’.          Photos: Michael Hare

by Michael Hare, Convener

MEMBERS ONLY FRIDAY 

PLANT SALE DAYS

The Autumn dates are 4 March 

and 6 May from 8 am to 1 pm. 

Please bring carry bags and 

your membership card.

There will be no Sale in April 

due to the Autumn Plant Sale.
AuTuMN PLANT SALE

Saturday 16 April 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday 17 April 10 am to 3 pm.

AuTuMN

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness                (Keats ‘To Autumn’)

Autumn is the season that gardeners love.

Plants repotted in spring need constant care and attention to 

ensure that they survive the heat and dryness of an Australian 

summer. Thus autumn is the best time for serious work in the 

garden; the ground is still warm but the daytime temperatures 

are moderate and there is reasonable rainfall. The flowering has 

finished and now is the time to remove old flower heads, cut back 

dead wood and prune the plant to the shape desired.

It is also the most appropriate time to make new plantings 

and to do transplanting, as the plants will have time to settle in 

before the chill of winter arrives. Similarly, repotting, particularly 

of large pots, should be done in autumn. When doing such 

repotting, a potting mix with no added fertiliser is best as it 

allows the amount of fertiliser to be adjusted to the needs of the 

pot and the plant.

growing friends
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classes
Term 2, 2016 will start in the week 

beginning Saturday 30 April

Classes of 8 weeks per term will 

be held:

evening: tuesday 

Daytime: Monday, 

Wednesday, thursday and 

saturday

(two sessions each day 2.5hr) 

Sunday (one 2.5hr session) 

friday (one 3hr session)

2.5hr classes:  

 Friends: $265 

non-members: $325

3hr classes:  

 Friends: $310

non-members: $370

We strongly recommend that 

students without prior experience 

in botanical illustration complete 

a Beginners’ Workshop before 

entering Term classes.

Workshops
All workshops will include 

morning and afternoon tea but 

not lunch.

beginners’ workshop
with helen burrows

saturday 9, sunday 10, 

saturday 16, sunday 17 April

10am to 4pm

        Friends $342

non-members $399

beginners’ workshop
with dianne Emery

Monday 11, Wednesday 13, 

thursday 14  

and Friday 15 April

10am to 4pm

       Friends $342

non-members $399

These intensive four-day 

courses provide an introduction 

to botanical art via pencil and 

watercolour. Students will begin 

to develop skills in outline 

drawing, foreshortening, tonal 

work and rendering of surfaces, 

basic colour work and paint 

application.

The cost of each course 

includes equipment to be 

used during the workshop 

– drawing materials, paint, 

watercolour paper and 

brushes.

Colour Your world: 
analytical seeing 

An Investigation of colour 

and Design

with helen burrows

tuesday 19, Wednesday 20 

and thursday 21 April 

 10am-4pm.

         Friends $345

non-members $402

This workshop was first held 

in January, but was booked 

Whirlybirds
The Whirlybirds is a group of 

Friends who meet on Tuesdays 

in the Whirling Room to paint, 

share ideas, and develop our 

botanical illustrations.

 One of the founding 

members, Mary Gregory, 

passed away late last year.

Mary was generous 

with her time, advice, and 

encouragement and it is not 

quite the same without her 

friendly presence. She will be 

sadly missed by everyone in 

the group.

 If you would like to join the 

afternoon group please ring 

Sandra Sanger on 9598 9532 

for further information.

all classes and workshops will be held in the whirling room studio, obsErvatorY gatE.

for bookings and further information, please contact the friends’ office on 9650 6398.

Correction since last issue:

The Art of Botanical Illustration – A New Direction exhibition will 

be held from Saturday 15 October to Sunday 30 October, 2016 

at Domain House Gallery.

(Not 5 – 20 November, 2016 as previously advertised). Entry 

forms will be available early in February.

out so quickly that Friends’ tutor Helen Burrows has kindly 

agreed to hold it again.

In this three-day workshop Helen Burrows will share the 

joy of the terminology and physical properties of colour with 

students who wish to understand more. Providing step-by-

step instructions, she will investigate the four dimensions of 

hue, value, intensity and temperature, showing how different 

combinations influence the colour relationship on the palette 

and on paper. Students will also be encouraged to recognize 

colour as an important element of design. Helen says: ‘How 

you see and use colour in your exploration of nature will be 

enhanced by this workshop. Enrich your world of colour!’

Suitable for students at all levels except complete beginners.

A materials list is available from the Friends’ office.

Clivea miniata painting by Helen Burrows

illustrators 
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Reframing nature  2015
the Friends’ natural history art exhibition, ReFraming 

nature 2015, was held in october at Domain House 

Gallery.  even though it was a non-selected exhibition, the 

quality of the works was fantastic and the topics were so 

varied that there was something for everyone to enjoy.  

For those who are into numbers, 136 artists participated 

displaying 296 framed works and 217 unframed works.

This year saw the inception of a Scientific Art Prize that was 

judged by Professor Gary Poore. First prize went to Liene Drulle 

for her watercolour image of a cicada (below), and a highly 

commended prize went to Jessie Ford for her paper nautilus 

shell. The People’s Choice Award – as popular as always – was 

won by Merle McIntyre for her lichen painting.

The daily Artist in Residence was well-received again, and the 

new feature of a painting donated for silent auction proved to be 

of interest. A tribute to the Whirlybirds – the founding group of 

the Friends’ Botanical Illustrators Group – was organised by Pam 

McDiarmid and displayed the history of this group, together with 

paintings and biographical details of six of those founding artists.

Thank you to all the volunteers, supporters, patrons and visitors 

who supported this exhibition. It has been a very enjoyable experience.  

In October 2016 we will be presenting the biennial botanical 

art exhibition, The Art of Botanical Illustration – A New Direction.   

In 2017 the Natural History exhibition will return.

Andrew carr

Mary Gregory
it is with great sorrow that I write this brief tribute to Mary 

Gregory, a foundation member of Botanical Illustrators and the 

Whirlybirds who, following a brief illness, passed away on the 

evening of 18 October just a few hours prior to what would have 

been her 88th birthday. 

Mary had always been interested in drawing and botanic 

art and, following a chance meeting with Celia Rosser and 

her retirement as a Social Worker, was inspired to attend Anita 

Barley’s classes at Burnley Gardens. She later studied with 

Jenny Phillips at the RBG Melbourne.  

A beautiful and talented botanic artist, Mary painted popular 

garden flowers in incredible detail. She exhibited in The Art of 

Botanical Illustration exhibitions since 1992 and also at local art 

galleries. Two of Mary’s works are held in the State Botanical 

Collection and, in 1997, she exhibited at the Royal Horticultural 

Society’s exhibition in London where she received a Silver Gilt 

medal.

Early in 2004, Mary held an exhibition of her paintings of 

bromeliads and other works at the Barr Smith Library, University 

of Adelaide.

Mary was a regular Whirlybirds attendee. She quietly 

encouraged other members and was always willing to impart 

excellent advice whenever anyone asked for her opinion. We 

miss you, Mary, our Tuesday meetings are not the same without 

you.  

Our deepest sympathy to Jack and their children, Janet, 

Prue, Mandy and Martin.

Helene Wild

Quarterly Meeting
Carolyn Landon, author of Banksia Lady, a book about Celia Rosser’s 

life and work, spoke to the group on 1 December. She gave insights into 

Celia’s life and her banksia art. We were also able to look at copies of 

some of Celia’s paintings in volume one of her work, The Banksias.

    Ian Endersby, who has a great knowledge of insects and the 

natural world, will be our next guest speaker. Ian was awarded the 

Australian Natural History Medallion for his contributions to ornithology 

and entomology and has published papers on subjects such as the 

biology of the Eltham Copper Butterfly, winter gnats, endangered 

damselfly on Flinders Island, and much much more. Ian will be 

talking to us on 8 March at 10.30 am.  

Mary Gregory and Pam Hull share insights into their work.     Photo: Pam McDiarmid

 illustrators
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all Craft aCtivitiEs will bE hEld in thE plant Craft CottagE near h gate on alexandra 

avenue. for further information and all bookings, please contact the friends’ office on 9650 6398. 

craft Demonstrations
Bookings not required

10.30 am – 2 pm

Cost: Free

natural dye  
2 March; 6 April; 4 May; 1 June

potpourri   
11 March; 8 April; 13 May

fibre  
8 March; 12 April; 10 May

basketry 
16 March; 20 April; 18 May 

plant Card 
17 March; 21 April; 19 May

Visitors are welcome to watch 

and ask questions of the 

working groups. However, 

visitors are unable to take part 

in the demonstrations.

sunday open days

20 march; 17 april; 15 may

10 am – 3 pm

Cost: Free

This is a wonderful opportunity 

to explore the Plant Craft 

Cottage, the oldest building in 

any public garden in Victoria.

Some of the plant-related 

items created by our groups 

will be on display and for sale 

in this heritage-listed building.

friends are reminded that 

the plant Craft Cottage 

has an extensive reference 

library on plant Crafts.

  

Basketry Workshop
small Garlic Basket

saturday 30 April             9 am –- 3 pm

Plant craft cottage near H Gate on 

Alexandra Avenue.

Cost: Friends $80    Non-members $100

which includes printed notes.

BYO lunch. Tea and coffee provided.

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

RSVP by Friday 24 April.

This one-day workshop will use plant 

material collected from the Melbourne 

Gardens. Come and join the Basketry group 

for an exciting day learning basic techniques 

to make your own small basket. 

You’ll be amazed how dried leaves from 

Cordyline australis and Kniphofia spp. 

among others, can be turned into a 

beautiful and useful basket.

Plant craft cottage is near  

H gate on Alexandra Avenue

open 10 am – 3  pm 

tuesday to Friday and every 

third sunday.

closed Public Holidays.

school Holiday Programs
Fantastic Friends

thursday 7 April. Runs continuously between 

10.30 am and 2 pm

Cost: $5 per child

Suitable for ages from 4 with an accompanying 

adult.

NO BOOKINGS REQUIRED.  

Enquiries, Lyn 9802 3832

Using gum nuts, banksia cones and many other 

interesting seeds and seed pods, children are invited 

to spend half an hour or so creating a ‘Fantastic 

Friend’ to take home.

Lydia Beshara and Lana Phillips with an eel trap which Lydia had restored 
for the RBGV using her basketry skills. Lana had helped with sourcing the 
necessary materials for the restoration.

Photo: Virginia Henderson

plant
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growing friends

Above: Dame Elisabeth Murdoch visited the Cottage to open the twentieth anniversary 
display ‘Winds of Change’.

Below: One of the displays from the Forest Fantasy exhibition.

Photos supplied by Anne Bitcon.

32 Years a Member of Plant craft cottage
by Anne Bitcon

In 1983 I was invited to visit the cottage which I had never 

heard of – to be greeted by Margaret Murray, one of the 

original members.  I joined the Fibre Group and went to a 

workshop making twined garlic bags the following week. 

As a new member it is a bit daunting at first until you get 

to know the other members and find they are learning as 

well. I later became convener of the Fibre Group as you 

were expected to take your turn. I later became a Vice 

President with Alison Morton and Marge Watson. I called 

myself the craft coordinator as we organised children’s 

school holiday workshops, one of which – Fantastic 

Friends – was very popular with the children who glued 

gum nuts to Banksia men and turned out some fantastic 

shapes. We started paper making with Janet Walsh and 

the Paper Group. It wasn’t as sophisticated as it is now 

as the children stuck petals to paper which probably 

fell off on the way home. Fibre Group workshops made 

Friendship bands and Dream catchers.

Public workshops were advertised by the CAE as they 

reached a wider audience. The Victorian Garden Society was in 

action then and invited the cottage to make weekend displays 

at the Herbarium and this went on for some years. Shirley Martin 

and I invited a member of the Society to visit the cottage to write 

an article for their magazine with a cottage photo on the cover. I 

have given a copy to the Melbourne Friends.

The large tapestry in the Herbarium was woven by Alison 

Morton, Margaret Murray and Ilma Ladner with wool dyed by 

the Dye Group. Also in the Herbarium we filled glass cases with 

craft samples from each group.

The Fibre Group encouraged a project each year. We wore 

waistcoats of every technique to Gardens House, home of then 

Director David Churchill, and his wife Sylvia, after our AGM. We 

displayed banners of the RBG at the Sheep Show at the Royal 

Show Grounds. Cushions, a photo of two of these are on cards 

sold at Counterpart in the Cottage. A wonderful Nativity Scene 

led to an invitation from St Francis Church in the city to add to 

their Christmas display. 

Each passing decade is a great reason to celebrate. At ten 

years we had ‘Sea Images’ where the Cottage was transformed 

into an undersea cave. There were basketry fish, a treasure 

chest, Fibre Group Temari bubbles, embroidered shells, sea 

weed and wrapped coral. Polly Woodside invited us to put our 

display there for a week.

At the twentieth anniversary the ‘Winds of Change’  display 

featured fibre hot air balloons, god’s eye kites, paper kites 

decorated with petals and the Temple of the Four Winds 

made with papier mache by the Paper Group. Dame Elisabeth 

Murdoch came in a cart with Phillip Moors, then the Director of 

the RBG, to open the exhibition.

The thirtieth anniversary saw our ‘Forest Fantasy’ display. If 

only we could print all the photos! 

Looking through my photo albums it is sad to see how many 

talented people have passed on. We did have a lot of parties for 

special occasions – one particularly held each year for the RBG 

gardeners who help us in so many ways by providing materials 

and removing rubbish.

It has been difficult to condense thirty years into a few words 

to give an idea of the creativity and enthusiasm that has gone 

into making the Cottage what it is today.

crafts
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Global Gardening
PART 10– HUMAN LANDSCAPES: THE ART OF GARDEN DESIGN

LANDSCAPES IN TwENTIETH CENTURy AUSTRALIA 

– PART 2 TOWARDS AN AuSTRALIAN VIEW

by Roger spencer, senior Horticultural Botanist  

and Rob cross, Horticultural Botanist, RBGV

Landscape design evolved rapidly in Australia after the 

second World War. Britain’s dominant influence waned as 

post-war migration and the revolution in communications 

technology introduced ideas, knowledge and skills from 

an increasingly wide range of nations.  At the same time 

Australians became more comfortable with their natural 

landscapes, often inspired by them.  Landscape styles 

reflected Australia’s acceptance of cultural diversity, the 

possibilities and constraints of the local environment, 

and the outdoor lifestyle that comes with living in a 

warm climate. By the end of the century Australians 

were designing landscapes meaningful to their culture, 

acknowledging Australia’s natural landscape while also 

reflecting late twentieth century art movements and ideas.

In continuing our look at twentieth century landscape 

design in this second of two articles, we explore what led to a 

flourishing, dynamic Australian landscape design community in 

the second half of the twentieth century.

Australia’s population had more than doubled since the 

1950s, with migration making Australia one of the world’s 

most culturally diverse nations. At the same time, increasingly 

accessible international air travel encouraged Australians to 

explore the world, bringing home fresh ideas about cities and 

landscapes. It was also a time when electronic media in all 

its forms had developed to provide daily exposure to events, 

ideas and social movements from across the world.  The 

population accepted difference and change and became 

globally aware. Australia remained strongly urbanised with 

Sydney and Melbourne amongst the larger of the world’s cities.  

Australia’s growing wealth allowed the implementation of more 

challenging landscape projects. Importantly, Australians became 

more confident of their own creative energy and ideas, building 

traditions of their own. All these factors shaped Australian 

landscape design in the latter half of the twentieth century.

By the middle of the century Australian landscape designers 

were becoming more professional. Emily Gibson (1887-1974; 

Burnley graduate) gained experience working with Marion 

and Walter Griffin on the University of Melbourne’s Newman 

College (opened in 1918) and continued developing her career 

landscaping industrial sites in association with architectural 

firms. John Stevens (1920-2007), also a Burnley graduate, 

gained experience working with Gibson landscaping with, 

among other things, oil refinery sites in Melbourne and Geelong, 

before starting his own landscape consultancy in 1952. This 

is now considered to be the first home-grown landscape 

architectural practice in Melbourne and probably in Australia. 

His ability to choose and combine plants, as well as to prepare 

well-documented planting designs was valued, leading to 

opportunities to work with leading architects on major projects 

like Monash University and Chadstone Shopping Centre. His 

modernist designs marked a turning point away from English to 

international influences and from domestic to larger scale public 

spaces. He personally considered the forecourt of Conzinc 

Riotinto House in Collins Street, with its asymmetrical garden 

beds, to be amongst his most important works. Sculpture 

regularly featured in Stevens’ landscapes although the Italian 

sculpture destined for CRA House was replaced, rather 

prosaically, by flagpoles. Reflective of what was happening in 

the broader community, Stevens became embroiled in the hotly 

debated ‘exotic versus native plant debate’ when the foundation 

Professor of Biology, Alan ‘Jock’ Marshall campaigned 

vigorously for an Australian landscape at Monash University, 

even removing poplar plantings from the site. Stevens was the 

Australian National University Landscape Architect from 1964 

until 1977.   

   Immigrants brought to Australia the advanced knowledge 

and skills of twentieth century European landscape design, 

many of them being highly regarded in their homeland. 

They lifted standards by working with and influencing local 

practitioners. Amongst them were Otakar (Otto) Ruzicka (1920-

1996) from Czechoslovakia who designed many gardens in 

the Australian Capital Territory including parts of the Australian 

National Botanic Gardens (e.g  the ‘modern’ shelters), Australian 

National University, The Lodge and Yarralumla (Government 

House). Multitalented Hungarian, Lorand Sebestyen (1901-

2005) worked with the City of Melbourne and designed various 

features around the city, in Lincoln Square and the Treasury 

Gardens (the Kennedy Memorial). Together with Roy Grounds he 

designed parts of the Arts Centre landscape. Stefan Rohozinski 

(1924-2001) from Poland introduced landscape architecture into 

town planning for metropolitan Adelaide while lecturing in both 

disciplines at the South Australian Institute of Technology. Latvian 

Ilmars Berzins (1921- 93), worked with Sydney City Council 

bringing a European landscape style but also encouraging the 

use of the local Sydney sandstone. German Arne Fink (1930- ) 

contributed to landscape design in Queensland, mostly as a 

private consultant to architectural and engineering companies 

and councils.   

   The growing interest in the Australian flora and landscape, 

and concern for the environment and conservation in the 1950s 

and 60s encouraged the formation in Melbourne of the Society 

for Growing Australian Plants in 1957 (now the Australian Plant 

Society), the Sydney School and the Melbourne Bush School 

(the Eltham Mob). The Sydney School was a loose collective 

garden
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of architects and other creative professionals, and included 

landscape architects Harry Howard (1930-2000), Bruce Rickard 

(1929-2010) and Bruce Mackenzie (1932- ). The approach 

of the Sydney School was to avoid clearing land, and the 

design intent was to set new houses within what appeared 

to be undisturbed bushland. The Melbourne Bush School 

similarly was a loose collective although of self-taught rather 

than educated individuals, centred on Eltham. Here too the 

indigenous vegetation around the distinctive mud brick houses 

was supplemented with native plants. Ellis Stones (1895-1975), 

whose eye for placing stone in the landscape was praised by 

Edna Walling, had a strong 

conservation ethic and his 

landscapes reflected those he 

had seen in nature. He was 

influential in the Eltham Mob 

and, importantly, at a meeting 

in 1961 at his home with 

other key members, he set in 

motion the task of establishing 

a professional body for 

landscape architects, a plan 

that eventually succeeded in 

1966 at a meeting in Sydney 

when representatives from 

around the country voted to 

establish the Australian Institute 

of Landscape Architects (AILA). 

    There is no doubt that the 

AILA has been instrumental 

in professionalising landscape 

design in Australia. So to 

Improving educational opportunities has. Stones played an early 

role in this in 1960 when he and John Duncan, a lecturer in Interior 

Design at RMIT, organised with Burnley a series of twelve public 

lectures that became an annual event. In 1964 UNSW offered a 

Graduate Diploma course in Landscape Design and RMIT in 1966. 

QIT and UNSW offered the first Bachelor of Landscape Architecture 

courses in 1974. Now there are about nine universities offering 

landscape architecture, three of them in Victoria, and Burnley 

College continues to complement the profession with an ecological 

approach to horticulture and design. 

    Catherin Bull in her book New conversations with an old landscape 

claims that the role of a landscape architect is to assist clients to use 

land and water more wisely, artfully and sustainably, and to reflect 

the qualities of the land and the attitudes and mores of their client. 

New relationships between nature and culture can be facilitated. To a 

large extent these are the broad principles that guide landscape 

design now and there are myriad examples around the country 

to illustrate this from the indigenous landscapes of Sails in the 

desert at Uluru to the water sensitive urban design of Docklands 

Park in Melbourne. Three landscapes illustrate just how far 

Australian landscape design has developed. 

   The Sculpture Garden (1978) at the Australian National Gallery 

designed by Harry Howard (1930-2000) and Barbara Buchanan 

imaginatively reasserted the right for indigenous flora to exist 

in the Parliamentary Triangle, defying the dominance of exotic 

plantings. Here, Australia’s ancient flora became the setting for 

humanity’s expression of high art, and its avenue connected the 

gallery, the sculpture garden, to Lake Burley Griffin. 

   Kevin Taylor (1953-2011), Kate Cullity and Perry Lethlean have 

a special ability to tap into the essence of a place and creatively 

enhance it. There are many 

familiar examples of their work 

like the Geelong waterfront and 

the Craigeburn Bypass link 

of the Hume Highway which 

integrates art, landscape and 

infrastructure. The Australian 

Garden (2006 & 2012) at 

the Royal Botanic Gardens 

Victoria Cranbourne Garden, 

designed in association with 

Paul Thompson, inspires 

interest in the unique Australian 

flora, and explores the evolving 

interactions between people, 

the Australian landscape and 

its plants. It draws upon 

distinctly Australian landscape 

and cultural patterns and 

reinterprets these to provide a 

fresh experience. 

    Vladimir Sitta has an enviable record of experimenting 

with and creating unique landscapes. With Richard Weller 

he designed the Garden of Australian Dreams (2001) at the 

National Museum of Australia. Although the complex overlaying 

of English and indigenous language maps across an undulating 

surface is not universally loved, it does experiment with new 

ways of designing urban space. It challenges us: it explores 

new territory and isn’t that what we need to make landscape 

design relevant to our place, our culture and our time? 

    The final articles will draw together various themes we have 

been exploring through this Global Gardening series, and take a 

glimpse into the future. 
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The Taylor and Cullity residence, designed by Kevin Taylor and Kate Cullity, is ar t and 
landscape, contemporary and Australian.  
Photograph supplied by Taylor, Cullity, Lethlean.   Photographer: Trevor Fox.
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From left to right: Rod, Katherine and Harry .  

our Ranger Heroes

by Rod Ingham, Katherine Kominiarski and Harry Knox

“so how do we get a job like yours?” they ask wryly. While 

to the visitor our role may seem like a ‘walk in the park,’ 

Melbourne Gardens’ Rangers experience challenges and 

rewards which are hard to match for variety.

The quirkiness of plant, animal and human behaviours has 

seasoned our crew to expect the unexpected – not least of all, 

Melbourne’s ‘character-building’ weather. 

A front-row exposure to the annual parade of blooms and 

buds is one thing that is always guaranteed. The stream of 

cameo appearances from the worlds of fungi, birds and insects 

never fails to delight and surprise. 

Equally unpredictable is the scope of visitor queries: “Where 

can I launch my jet-ski?” “Where can we carve our names?”  

Our three Rangers share a similar training in environmental 

sciences. Katherine, Harry and Rod have each travelled widely 

– handy experience when dealing with visitors from dozens of 

nationalities.

A range of tasks is taken care of inside the Visitor Centre. 

Rangers also patrol the Gardens throughout the day. When 

outside, time is split between visitor interaction and attending to 

infrastructure issues. 

Managing visitor impacts is one of the primary responsibilities. 

Of these, the trampling of beds is perhaps the most common, 

along with animal feeding and unsecured dogs. Reminders about 

Gardens’ Regulations are provided to would-be tree decorators, 

barbecuers, joggers, cyclists and flower-gatherers. While 

enforcement is a vital aspect of the role, crankiness is rare and 

friendliness will normally win co-operation. 

Although much of the role involves outside duties, Rangers 

start and finish their day from the Visitor Centre. Here, help is 

provided with all manner of queries. Assistance with maps, 

identifying plants and wildlife, booking tours, arranging taxis 

and helping with general Melbourne sightseeing enquiries are 

all in a day’s work. Map-boards are re-stocked with brochures 

each morning. In the job-satisfaction stakes, successful 

plant identification is in a whole other league. Guides and 

ambassadors rely on the team for briefings on Gardens’ events 

as well as situational updates for on-site hazards and weather 

forecasts. As the main point of contact for visitors, reports of 

lost children, emergencies, comments and suggestions, lost 

property and first aid incidents are all received within the Visitor 

Centre walls. 

In the event of fire, tempest and injury, the burden of 

emergency response is also borne by the Ranger crew. First 

aid is provided for bee stings, cuts, falls and heatstroke among 

more serious ailments. Fire and ambulance crews are escorted 

into and out of the precinct as needs demand. Building security 

is also monitored – alarms reset, and specialist repair crews 

summoned as required. Rangers often raise the alarm following 

discoveries of vandalism.

Summer produces a crop of irrigation system issues with 

occasional flooding of paths and beds. Pipe and sprinkler 

breakages are attended to with stop-valves identified and shut 

off. Increasingly prevalent storms and high wind events guarantee 

a carpet of debris on lawns and beds, including fallen limbs. 

In these situations the placing of signage and cordoning-off 

potential hazards is vital. Such priorities are flagged to relevant 

staff via email and photographic records. Weekend reports are 

prepared and circulated to key internal 

stakeholders. 

The business of wildlife rescues has 

led us on many merry dances. The 

Visitor Centre has provided temporary 

refuge for possums, rabbits, fish and 

birds in all manner of variety, until 

they are moved on for further care. 

Keeping our feathered, furred (and 

sometimes scaled) residents safe and 

healthy is important to us, as they are 

a treasured feature of our Gardens.  A 

diversity of animal encounters keeps 

the Rangers on their toes, testing 

nimbleness and ingenuity. Rescues 

of injured swans and waterfowl have 

honed boat-handling skills to a fine 

pitch!  Amused crowds also witness 

our attempts to corral ‘dumped’ guinea 

public
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pigs and rabbits. No two rescues are ever the same, making 

them a most interesting part of the job.

On duty when the rest of the world is largely at leisure, the 

weekend team are the organisation’s eyes, ears and voice on all 

weekends and on most public holidays. With around 1.5 million 

visitors attending Melbourne Gardens annually, approximately 

50 per cent of visits take place on weekends. A busy Sunday 

sees numbers peak at around 10,500.

For Rangers, the tidal surge of visitor numbers in spring and 

summer poses all manner of additional demands. Stresses on 

plants and wildlife are at their peak, as are demands for first-aid 

assistance. Numerous private functions add additional layers 

of complexity. ‘Celebrity’ bloomings of star species such as 

Amorphophallus titanum are all thrown into the mix. 

So while it may not be everyone’s idea of a ‘walk in the park’ 

you can be sure there’s never a dull moment in RBGV’s Ranger 

Land.

During the flowering of the Amorphophallus titanum, Rangers were required to take 
measurements twice daily so that results could be tweeted in real time.

Photos for this ar ticle submitted by Rufino Ramos.

Animal rescues play an impor tant par t of the role. Above: Harry & Katherine are paddling out 
to the floating islands on Guilfoyle’s Volcano to rescue an injured cormorant.

Below: Netting around new plantings in Ornamental Lake can prove a tricky hazard for 
ducklings. Rescues are common.

programs
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Bird and Plant Relationships in the RBGV
by David Plant

ornithologically speaking birds are divided into two 

groups; Passerines and non-passerines. that is, perching 

and non perching birds. they can be further split into 

carnivores – flesh, carrion, insects – and herbivores, those 

birds which obtain their food requirements from plants.

In the Melbourne Gardens the carnivores include 

Kookaburras, hawks and falcons, butcher birds, currawongs, 

magpies; a host of smaller insect eating birds such as Willy 

Wagtails, Grey Fantails, Superb Blue Wrens, Silvereyes, 

thornbills and lakeside birds like herons, ibis and egrets. 

It is the herbivores which have the more interesting ways 

of obtaining nourishment and in the process, in many cases, 

cross-pollinate the plant life.

The Eastern Spinebill has developed a very long bill in order 

to collect the pollen from the tube shaped flowers of Correas, 

Boronia and Epacris. Lorikeets have hair like bristles at the end 

of their tongues to more efficiently collect nectar. The Goldfinch 

has a longer bill than most finches in order to collect the seeds 

from the deep bowl of Scotch Thistle. 

The Mistletoe Bird has developed an ingenious strategy of 

obtaining nourishment and spreading the plant. The outer layer 

of the mistletoe seed contains the nourishment. When voiding 

the seed the bird carefully places it on a tree branch with the 

seed covered with a glutinous substance which quickly dries. In 

time the seed takes root and another mistletoe is formed.

The Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos generally arrive in the 

Gardens when pine cones are about to release their seeds. With 

their strong bills the cockatoos rip apart the pine cones, eating 

some of the seeds and then dropping the half eaten cones to the 

ground, damaging any cars which might be parked underneath.

Bell Miners (Bell Birds) are common in the Melbourne Gardens 

especially on Long Island. They are aggressive birds and drive out 

other species. Being honeyeaters they are very partial to the sugar 

coatings (lerps) of the small insects (psyllids) which inhabit the 

young eucalypts such as River Red Gums planted on the island. In 

a perfect world the balance of nature would be preserved with small 

insect-eating birds taking many of the psyllids, leaving the young 

tree to manage with the remainder. But, the Bell Miner’s aggression 

prevents this from happening, leading to a massive build-up of 

insects totally infecting the tree to its detriment and possible demise.

The introduced Strelitzia from South Africa is a favourite nectar 

source of our two species of wattlebirds. In taking this nectar the birds 

help in the cross-pollination process. In the photo, the main horizontal 

part of the flower is a blue smaller branch. When pressed down as 

happens when a bird lands on it to reach the flowers, the branch 

opens to reveal a narrow strip of pollen which attaches to the belly of 

the bird. This is repeated as the birds progress from flower to flower.

Red-rumped Parrots arrive in the Gardens when the native 

grasses planted in Long Island start to seed. Aquatic plants 

in the lake provide ample food for the Coot, Dusky Moorhen 

Purple Swamphen and Black Swans. Seeds of various kinds are 

eaten by doves, parrots and cockatoos.

The Gardens can also provide all the plant material 

necessary for birds to build their nests. Sticks and twigs for 

the larger birds, and roots, grasses, bark, leaves and moss to 

line the nests for the smaller birds. Water birds such as swans, 

coot and moorhen use reed flags, rushes and other aquatic 

vegetation. Grebes make floating nests of aquatic vegetation, 

with their eggs constantly in water.

Swallows and Magpie Larks use mud mixed with grass for 

their nests. The latter bird is the favourite host for the Koel, an 

Autralian cuckoo, which has visited the gardens in December in 

the last few years. 

botanic
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Above: Moorhen on nest.   Below: Eastern Spinebill.         Photos: Bruce Sandi

At left: Kookaburra with skink.           Photo: Val Stajsic

Bottom left: Sparrow perching on of Strelitzia reginae which opens and flattens to provide 
pollen.            Photo: Google

In Memory of susan chandler
From the time she was elected to the Friends’ Council in 2008, 

Susan contributed her skills, thoughtfulness and thoroughness 

to the affairs of our organisation.

She helped to review various administrative systems 

and procedures and played a substantial role in developing 

Privacy and Copyright policies. On several occasions she was 

involved in discussions with the City of Melbourne to ensure 

that the Friends complied with the City’s intricate, sometimes 

mysterious, rules and regulations. This task often meant that 

a simple inquiry involved talking to a considerable number of 

different Council officers - very frustrating and time consuming.

From 2010 until she retired from the Friends in 2013, Susan 

was a member of the Editorial Advisory Committee. The 

Committee always loved her input, her ability to think outside the 

square and her advice, particularly in relation to freshening up 

the design of Botanic News in 2012.

In mid-2011 Susan was acting Secretary of the Friends for 

several months and later that year became Vice-President, a 

position she held for two years.  

During this time, she chaired the Operations Committee and 

was responsible for introducing a much-needed business rigor 

to the affairs of that committee.  

Susan’s lovely smile, quiet charm and dignity, and her 

intelligent, inclusive and methodical approach to everything she 

did was much missed when she retired.  

She was admired and respected by those with whom she 

worked and now her friends in the Friends mourn her passing 

and remember her with great warmth. 

We extend our deepest sympathy to David and their family.

Janet thomson

Susan was also an RBGV Melbourne Gardens Voluntary Guide and is renowned throughout 
the group for her warm and thoughtful willingness to share interesting stories about the 
plants in the Gardens.             Photo supplied by Mali Wilson.

birds
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the Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne Inc.

was formed to stimulate further interest in the Gardens 

and the national Herbarium and to support and assist 

them whenever possible.

Patron 
The Honourable  
Linda Dessau AO 
Governor of Victoria

President
Sally Hirst

Vice-President
Andrew Brookes

Secretary
Adnan Mansour

Treasurer
Mark Anderson

Immediate Past 

President
Cathy Trinca

Council
Professor Tim Entwisle
Dr Richard Kirsner
Lynsey Poore
Jan Rosenberg
Richard Smith
Mary Ward
Robert Wright

CONVENERS

Botanical Illustrators
Joanna Brownell

Events
Robyn Robins

Growing Friends
Michael Hare

Information Technology 

Dr Richard Kirsner

Membership & Marketing

Lee Tregloan

Plant Craft Cottage 

Lyn Brown

Volunteers
Jacqui Hawkins

Friends’ Trust Fund
Maurice Castro
Peter Griffin
Peter Kelly
Janet Thomson

February

27 Natural Dye Workshop – 2 days 

March

4 Friday Plant Sale – 8 am to 1 pm p9

8 Foreign Plant Collection – Gallagher/Macheda 

17 New Members’ Welcome  p6

20 PCC Sunday Open Day – 10 am to 3 pm p12

April

5 Fit Friends’ Ramble – Albert Park  p6

7 PCC School Holiday Program – Fantastic Friends p12

9 Beginners’ Workshop – Helen Burrows p10

11 Beginners’ Workshop – Dianne Emery p10

17 PCC Sunday Open Day – 10 am to 3 pm p12

16 Autumn Plant Sale – 10 am to 4 pm p9

17 Autumn Plant Sale – 10 am to 3 pm p9

19 Workshop – Colour Your World repeat p10

20 Insiders’ Walk – Ben Church p6

27 Day Trip – Macedon p7

29 AAFBG Conference begins p3

30 PCC Basketry Workshop p12

30 Term 2 Classes commence p10

May 

3 The Pastoralists – Richard Allen p7

6 Friday Plant Sale – 8 am to 1 pm p9

6 New Members’ Welcome p7

15 PCC Sunday Open Day – 10 am to 3 pm p12

19 Talking Plants – Fungi p8

25 Insiders’ Walk – Guilfoyle’s Volcano p8

June

3 Nursery Visit  – 8 am to 1 pm p8

Note: The Friends’ Inclement Weather Policy states that outdoor events may be 

cancelled and the Nursery will not be open for sales if the temperature is predicted to 

be 33ºC or above.

The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne, Inc. complies with the Australian 

Privacy Principles for the collection and use of personal information.

© 2016 Botanic News FRBG Melbourne

FRIENDS’ OFFICE
Virginia Henderson 
Marguerite Hancock  
Karlene Taylor 

Gate Lodge, 100 Birdwood Avenue, Melbourne Vic 3004 
T: (03) 9650 6398  ABN 43 438 335 331
F: (03) 9650 7723 
E: friends@frbgmelb.org.au 
W: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org 

  www.facebook.com/friendsrbgmelb

BotAnIc neWs 

ISSN 08170-650

Printed on 50 per cent  
Australian recycled 
paper
Print Post Approved 
PP 345842/10025 
A12827T

Printer
kdPrintgroup Australia

Advertising
Single DL and A4 inserts 
will be accepted in Botanic 

News at a rate of $580 
and $690 (including GST) 
respectively

Editor
Meg Miller 
E: editor.botnews@
frbgmelb.org.au

Publications 

and Editorial 

Committee
Robert Wright (Convener)
Tony Delves
Janet Thomson OAM

Photo: Jennifer Marshall

the friendscalendar


