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‘Yellow Queen’.

Photo: Jennifer Marshall

contents 

From the Gardens 3 

events 5

For the Members 8

Illustrators 9 

Growing Friends 10 

Plant crafts             12

Garden evolution   14

Plant of the Month      16 

scholarship Report 18

Friends’ calendar 20

by sally Hirst

‘If you have a garden and a library, you have everything 

you need’      Marcus tullius cicero

I suspect that many of us agree with Cicero. I don’t have a 

proper garden. I have to make do with a west-facing terrace 

that provides a much appreciated extension to the living room 

and kitchen of our apartment.

City of Melbourne data suggests that most residents in 

the municipality, and therefore in close proximity to the Royal 

Botanic Gardens, Melbourne, live in apartments. In South Yarra 

alone apartments comprise 85% of the dwellings, in Docklands 

and Southbank this number increases to 94%. 

We are so lucky that we have our gorgeous Gardens. 

Whether you visit for peace and relaxation, for entertainment 

and recreation or because of your interest in botany and 

horticulture,it is a source of endless delight and will play an 

increasingly important role in our city and in society, as we deal 

with profound changes such as these denser living conditions.

We, as Friends, recognise all the benefits that the Gardens 

bring and we join together to make sure they are protected 

and enhanced. We also enjoy a sense of community and 

camaraderie, as we get the extra pleasure of taking part in 

unique, Gardens-related activities throughout the year.

In this edition I’d like to recognise that some of our members 

have been pioneers of the Melbourne Friends, giving their 

support for many years. As of November 2014, eleven people 

celebrated 20 years of volunteering. Ten celebrated 25 years 

and ten had been giving for 30 years. That’s commitment, and it 

really illustrates that this is a group worth joining – you give a lot, 

but you get a lot back.

We hope that in 2015 we can entice many more people to 

recognise that joining the Friends and supporting the work of the 

Royal Botanic Gardens organisation brings even more pleasure 

than just visiting. 

Now, about libraries…..read any good books lately?

Friends’ scholarship scheme 2014
At left: Russell Gibb,  Project: Diploma of Project Management and Cer tificate IV in Training 
and Assessment

At right: Kylie Regester,   Project: Attendance at the 9th Botanic Gardens Conservation 

Internatonal (BGCI) Congress on Education in Botanic Gardens.     Photo: Richard Kirsner

Leanne Adams, Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne    Project: Cer tificate IV in Accounting

Unfor tunately Leanne was unable to attend the Friends’ AGM at which these scholarships 
were announced.

from the president
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Busy oak Lawn  
courtesy of a new Disney Fairies trail app, children can now 

search for virtual fairies in the Melbourne Gardens. Along 

the way they criss-cross our oak Lawn, a collection of nearly 

50 different oak species, with the first planted 140 years 

ago. their first trek was on a hot sunday in late november. 

The week before, on a slightly cooler late-‘sprummer’ 

morning, 450 school students sat on the Oak Lawn, waiting to 

see if their school garden had won a prize, with the big gong 

named after Kevin Heinze, an employee here 60 years ago. 

The week before that, the Governor-General, Sir Peter 

Cosgrove, planted a species new to the Botanic Gardens in the 

Oak Lawn, a tree descendent from acorns collected from the 

battlefield at Gallipoli in 1915. 

The Oak Lawn is just one of the special places in our two 

botanic gardens, and just one of the significant parts of this 

rather complex and important organisation.

Fungi in a teaspoon

The work of our scientists is significant but often overlooked. 

In November our two fungal experts, mycologists, were part 

of a worldwide team who published a paper in the prestigious 

journal Science. They used DNA sequencing to estimate the 

number of fungal species in a teaspoon of soil – on average 

750! Unlike the number of angels on a pinhead, it’s important to 

get a handle on fungal diversity and ecology because they are 

essential for the survival of our plants, and therefore us.

children play

Happy children are harder to miss. The Ian Potter Foundation 

Children’s Garden reopened in October after its $265,000 

extension and rejuvenation funded by The Ian Potter 

Foundation. The new banana tree-flanked gathering area and 

water feature, as well as the desert island, were immediately 

popular with our younger visitors. On the opening day, guests 

young and old enjoyed a slice of the tenth anniversary cake 

while special mention was made of the volunteers, some of 

whom had been contributing to its success for the full decade. 

Publication planning

Telling people about what we do is important and as most of 

you know, Floreo was not produced last year. Primarily this was 

a budget saving for the year, but we had already decided it 

was not really cost-effective in its current format and needed a 

review. While it was out of publication I thought it would be good 

to talk to our colleagues who also produce publications about 

the Royal Botanic Gardens. So in October I met with the editors 

of four Gardens-related magazines and newsletters – Botanic 

News, Floreo, Guidepost, Naturelink – plus the Presidents of the 

Friends of RBG Melbourne, Friends of RBG Cranbourne and the 

Voluntary Guides.  

At the meeting we talked about whether there was value in 

pooling our resources in some way, or at least sharing stories 

and the workload. Each group has specific information it wants 

to share with its members but there is some common content 

and it may be that we produce a single major publication once 

or twice a year with stories from across the Royal Botanic 

Gardens (with help from the networks and writers in these 

various publications). Before we made any changes we agreed 

to send out a questionnaire to find out what people want from 

their magazine or newsletter – content, format and delivery 

method (electronic, paper or both).

At left: Director and CEO Prof.Tim Entwisle opening the refurbished and extended Ian Potter 
Foundation Children’s Garden.

At Right: Two of the appreciative clients enjoying the water play facilities.

Photo: Janusz Molinski

from the gardens
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Visitors younger and older

The second Listen Out event in October attracted six and a half 

thousand (generally younger) Melburnians, with fewer negative 

impacts on neighbours and visitors, a good return of $81,000 

to the Gardens, and plenty of people enjoying and perhaps 

discovering the Gardens for the first time. Two Garden Explorers, 

after great success at Cranbourne, are moving visitors around 

the slightly more hilly and winding paths of the Melbourne 

Gardens. This service will not only meet a demand for assisted 

transport but, based on the Cranbourne model, it should cover 

all its costs and in peak times contribute to our budget.

From the ashes

The previous State Government gave us strong support, as I’m 

sure the new government will, including $500K for upgrading 

fire protection around the Herbarium and other buildings. 

This work will be completed by the time you read this, with 

the shiny hydrants reminding you of the irreplaceable value 

of the herbarium collection. This funding came off the back 

of the terrible arson attacks on three buildings in May. Using 

insurance monies the toilet block is now rebuilt and work will 

start shortly on the William Tell and Lake View shelters.

Ferns return

Stage one of the Fern Gully restoration is completed, with a board-

walk (part of which is shown in the photo below left, by James 

Robinson), bridges across the stream and seats to relax in as you 

enjoy our new fern plantings (which will come shortly, including 

ten never grown before in the Melbourne Gardens). The project 

has only been possible because of the generous donations from 

a number of our supporters, in particular the Friends. Stage two, 

due to start later in 2015, includes restoration of the Fern Gully rest 

house, the creation of a place for quiet reflection, removal of the 

Flying Fox Traps and an additional path. 

no becomes Yes

The A-frame signs at each entrance of the Melbourne Gardens 

previously greeted visitors with a list of things they shouldn’t do. 

These have been replaced by signs that welcome people to the 

RBG and articulate some important rules and regulations in a 

lighter and more constructive manner. The aesthetics of these 

signs still need improvement but we will hold this back until the 

visual identity work is complete. For now, please read our signs 

and feel welcomed to the Royal Botanic Gardens!   

by tim entwisle, Director and chief executive

Above is the card inclusion sheet for the next set of 

occasional cards published by the Friends. It showcases 

artwork of vegetables and fruit submitted for the Art of 

Botanical Illustration 2014 exhibition by Illustrator Friends of 

the RBG, Melbourne. There are five cards in a pack, selling 

to members at $10 per pack plus postage and packing, 

while for non-members the pack sells at $12.50

The cards will be available from the office and at selected 

Friends’ Events. 

from the  gardens
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from the gardens

book EvEnts onlinE, on our booking form or download onE from thE EvEnts pagE on 

our wEbsitE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

A Question of 

Balance
An Illustrated talk 

by Michael Mccoy 

Wednesday 25 March

6 for 6.30pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Cost: $25   (Friends $20)

RSVP by Friday 20 March

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk.

‘It’s always empowering to have new ways of assessing your 

garden’s performance, so that you have a clear idea of what your 

garden does well, and what it could do better’. Michael McCoy 

is a botanist, broadcaster, garden tour guide and obsessive 

home gardener. He has designed gardens in various regions of 

Australia; his blog The Gardenist is a popular blog and he has 

published two books on gardening to critical acclaim.

In this illustrated talk, Michael will consider a few of the 

balances that all good gardens address, whether intuitively or 

consciously, including structural versus ornamental planting, 

seasonal versus static planting and the timeless versus the 

temporal. He will discuss the relationship between hard and soft 

landscaping and static and dynamic spaces. 

Gallipoli oak and 

the oak Lawn
Autumn Insiders’ Walk

Tuesday 17 March at 10 am

Gate Lodge 100 Birdwood Ave 

COST:  $20 MEMBERS ONLY

RSVP by Thursday 12 March

Meet for refreshments at 10 am. 

The walk begins at 10:20 am.

Book early as numbers will be 

limited.

‘We remember those who still sleep where they were left, amid 

the holly scrub of Gallipoli’ – from the ANZAC requiem. We will 

start our tour of the Gardens Oak Lawn at the seedling of this 

holly scrub, which is the Gallipoli Oak, recently planted by the 

Governor General to commemorate Australia’s involvement 

in World War I. Walkers will view this tree’s species parent, a 

mature evergreen holly-leafed oak from which the first crimson 

dye was derived. It was used in cardinals’ robes and later in the 

scarlet coats of the English army. We will view many species, 

and see why the Oak was so desired by English and American 

warfaring shipbuilders who needed more than 2,000 mature 

trees to build each ship in Nelson’s fleet.

new Members’ 

Welcome
Wednesday 4 March

5.30 for 6 pm

Mueller Hall, National 

Herbarium 

Birdwood Ave, South Yarra

Refreshments will be served

RSVP by Friday 27 February

Come and meet new friends at the New Members’ Welcome. 

It’s a ‘Getting-to-know-you’ gathering in a friendly and relaxed 

atmosphere where, over a glass of wine and refreshments, 

you can mingle and meet other members and convenors of 

the various activity groups that make up the Friends of Royal 

Botanic Gardens Melbourne. Learn about the RBG and the 

role of the Friends from RBG CEO Tim Entwisle and Friends’ 

President Sally Hirst. The evening finishes with a tour of the 

Gardens in the company of an expert Voluntary Guide. 

Invitations will be sent to all recently-joined Friends and if 

you have not been able to attend a previous New Members 

Welcome, please ring our office 9650 6398 and we’ll make sure 

you are invited. 

events
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book EvEnts onlinE, on our booking form or download onE from thE EvEnts pagE on 

our wEbsitE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

Memories and 

Memorials
Autumn Insiders’ Walk

Thursday 9 April at 10 am

Gate Lodge, 100 Birdwood Ave 

Cost:  $20 MEMBERS ONLY

RSVP by Monday 30 March

Meet for refreshments at 10 am 

The walk begins at 10:20 am

Book early as numbers will be 

limited. Appropriate clothing 

and footwear should be worn.

The hundredth anniversary of the ANZAC landing in Gallipoli 

is being commemorated in April. Janet Thomson, a former 

President of the Friends, will guide us on a tour in the Domain 

and the Shrine of Remembrance Reserve, recounting the history 

of the Shrine and the area surrounding it. She will impart stories 

about many of the memorials, significant trees and other items 

of interest along the way.

Initially we will walk along Birdwood Avenue in a clockwise 

direction and then meander through the Domain and Reserve. 

Walkers will pass the equestrian statue of Sir John Monash and 

visit the Memorial to those Australians who fell in the Boer War, 

returning via the Tobruk Fig Tree Memorial, the Ex-Servicewomen’s 

Memorial Garden and Cairn and the Lone Pine. 

Fascinating 

Footscray
Fit Friends’ Ramble

Thursday 16 April

Cost:  $25        (Friends $20)

RSVP by Friday 10 April

Directions: Meet at 10 am at 

the ticket office of Footscray 

station. Catch the 9.39 or 

9.41 train from Flinders St 

(Sunbury line). Or you can 

park above the Footscray 

Market opposite the station.

Until the 1940s the population of Footscray was predominantly 

Australian-born. Since the Second World War successive waves 

of migrants and refugees from Europe, Indo-China and the Middle 

East have settled there, giving Footscray its extraordinary diversity 

and its cultural, culinary and linguistic character. 

To commemorate the ANZAC remembrance our autumn 

ramble will include the Memorial Garden in Footscray Park which 

honours the fallen soldiers from World War I and World War II.  

After meeting at the ticket office of Footscray station, we will 

walk to the Memorial Garden for a tour with a park gardener. 

Then we will ramble back to the shopping area past old 

cottages. On our return, we will explore a fascinating market. 

Bring a shopping bag! Finally we can have lunch at our own 

expense in a Vietnamese restaurant.  

Garden Vineyards 

of the Mornington 

Peninsula
self-Drive Day trip 

Thursday 26 March at 11 am

Cost:  $45       (Friends $35)

Includes morning tea, lunch 

and admission fees.

RSVP by Friday 13 March

Full directions for both gardens 

will be provided when you book. 

Car-pooling recommended.

Monty Don, who included the Garden Vineyard in his book and TV 

series Around the World in Eighty Gardens said on his visit that ‘...

there is a tingle I get when I visit an excitingly good garden. It is 

‘something genuinely new and creative and, I think, very beautiful.’

The Garden Vineyard in Mooroooduc is a blend of English 

formal garden with the dramatic contrast of a native Australian 

garden. Planting is arranged into living vignettes with sculptural 

surprises to delight the senses. The garden is a joy to behold.

A short drive away in the hills above Shoreham is Hillcrest 

Road Vineyard where we will have lunch. Set on the crest of 

the hill and surrounded by extensive views to rolling paddocks, 

vineyards and native bushland, the landscape is breathtaking. 

A perfect way to finish our visit to the garden vineyards of the 

Mornington Peninsula.

events
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book EvEnts onlinE, on our booking form or download onE from thE EvEnts pagE on 

our wEbsitE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

the Lone Pine: A 

Remarkable tree
Autumn talking Plants 

Friday 1 May at 10 am

Domain House  

Dallas Brooks Drive

Cost: $20          ($15 Friends)

RSVP by Friday 24 April

Refreshments will be served 

at 10 am. 

The battle at Lone Pine took place in August 1915 with a 

massive loss of life and saw seven Victoria Crosses awarded to 

Australian soldiers. 

The lone pine tree that gave its name to the battle fell, but a 

cone was salvaged by Sergeant Keith McDowell and carried in 

his backpack until the end of the war. He gave the cone to his 

aunt, Emma Gray, who grew four trees from the seeds a decade 

later. One of these seedlings was planted on 11 June 1933, with 

full military honours, at the Shrine Reserve of Remembrance. 

This talk will tell the story of a remarkable tree and how the 

new lone pine will continue an important connection to our past 

into the future. Image courtesy of the Shrine of Remembrance.

trekking from Lukla 

(2,860m) to everest 

Base camp (5,364m)
Illustrated talk by Wendy 

crebbin, Adventurer. 

Thursday 7 May at 10 am

Domain House

Dallas Brooks Drive

Cost: $25          (Friends $20)

RSVP by Friday 1 May

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk.

Unless you go by helicopter the only way to Everest Base Camp 

is to walk. Starting at an altitude higher than Mt Kosciusko. it 

took Wendy’s group ten days to trek through some of the most 

rugged and challenging areas in the world. As they walked, 

the beauty and diversity of the landscape and plant life made 

it difficult at times to remember to watch the path ahead. They 

passed thickets of bamboo, through extensive rhododendron 

forests, and pine and birch forests, to above the snowline where 

primroses and irises bloomed.

Wendy’s talk will include a good sample of the biodiversity 

of this amazing area, plus detail about how the people have 

adapted their lifestyles to that environment.

Memorials to the 

Great War
Illustrated talk 

by Michael taffe, author 

and historian.

Thursday 23 April at 6  for  6.30 

pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Cost: $25          (Friends $20)

RSVP by Friday 17 April

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk.

Many horticulturalists and others have explored Australia’s 

Avenues of Honour over the past 30 years. Many avenues have 

been lost to us while others survive where their communities 

have disappeared. We take a metaphorical walk through some 

of these avenues and look at the range of tree varieties and 

situations.

Apart from their status as memorials, they are significant 

as sacred trees or heritage to a degree that often we don’t 

acknowledge. In 1917 it was claimed that, ‘This form of 

memorial is being adopted throughout the country’. The City of 

Melbourne endorsed this by pursuing the planting of an avenue 

as its official War Memorial. 

We look at some of these avenues and their meanings during 

the Great War and today.

events
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from the president

This event has proved to be extremely popular with fabric workers, quilters and 

Australian plant enthusiasts. The RBG Cranbourne Friends are mounting it for the 

third time, in conjunction with Chandlers Cottage, Beaumaris.

The exhibition will be held in the Australian Garden Visitor Centre Gallery and also 

in the Auditorium of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Cranbourne Vic.

It will feature the stunning ‘Under the Sun’ fabrics designed by the internationally 

renowned Leesa Chandler, depicting Australian waratahs and other flowers. Leesa 

will be present throughout the exhibition and works by other leading Australian fabric 

artists will also be included. Some of Leesa’s fabrics will be available for sale, as will 

patterns, kits and many beautiful hand-made items by exhibitors.

Win a beautiful ‘Wattle and Gum’ quilt by Leesa Chandler.

Further information and samples of these works can be viewed at

www.rbg.vic.gov.au (Cranbourne, What’s On, February 28, Textile Exhibition)

Farewell to two long-serving volunteers
In December 2014 Anna Denton and Robyn tymms, two of the longest-serving members on the events committee, 

retired. each had volunteered their service for over 20 years and are well-known to our membership.

Robyn Tymms has been responsible for floral arrangements, which have graced Mueller Hall, Domain House, Gardens House 

and marquees, from the large and breathtaking to table top decorations. A fitting end to her volunteering was a Flower Arrangement 

Workshop in Domain House in October 2014. On the committee Robyn coordinated the day trips and has tirelessly organised out of 

town locations of interest and enjoyment for our membership.

Anna Denton has been responsible for Insider Walks, taking members behind the scenes and into the places not often visited in the 

Gardens. Her Walks were always fascinating and educational. Whether it was a private tour of the Herbarium library, or learning about 

the seed bank and plant classification or a guided bird walk on a summer evening, Anna has organised it all. In 2014 Anna shaped her 

Walks around the four elements which make a botanic garden: science, education, enjoyment, and conservation, a brilliant programme 

that embraced the whole of our Gardens. Anna will continue her service to RBG Melbourne as a volunteer Guide.

A celebration of their 

achievements was held at 

Domain House in December, 

attended by current and 

previous Events Committee 

volunteers who paid tribute to 

two exceptional women.

All at FRBG thank Anna and 

Robyn for their contributions.

by Robyn Robins, convener

At left: Anna Denton  
Photo: Judy Trenber th

At right:  Robyn Tymms  
Photo: Lyndel Holt.

for the members
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all classes and workshops will be held in the whirling room studio, obsErvatory gatE.         

for bookings and further information, please contact the friends’ office on 9650 6398 or as advised.

Workshops
All workshops will include morning 

and afternoon tea but not lunch.

beginners’ workshop
with helen burrows

tuesday 7, Wednesday 8, 

thursday 9 and Friday 10 April

10am to 4pm

cost:  $379         Friends $325

These intensive four-day 

courses provide an introduction 

to botanical art via pencil and 

watercolour. Students will begin to 

develop skills in outline drawing, 

foreshortening, tonal work and 

rendering of surfaces, basic 

colour work and paint application.

The cost of each course 

includes equipment to be used 

during the workshop – drawing 

materials, paint, watercolour 

paper and brushes.

ink, watercolour 
and mixed media 
workshop

exploring your style

with Jacqui baxter

Wednesday 15, thursday 16, 

Friday 17 April 

 10am-4pm.

cost: $357         Friends $300

Lost inspiration? Looking for 

a new way to interpret your 

artwork? Want to loosen up?

Come and join Jacqui 

Baxter in a three-day workshop, 

looking at observation 

and how to notice what is 

important to draw. Have fun 

experimenting with different 

drawing techniques. Learn how 

to work with inks, trialling a 

variety of methods, including 

background washes and 

working with watercolour and 

how this differs from inks. 

Explore colour and colour 

mixing, texture and pattern in 

seasonal flowers and foliage. 

classes
Term 2, 2015 will start in the week 

beginning Saturday 18 April

Classes will be held:

evening: tuesday 

Daytime: Monday, Wednesday 

thursday and saturday

(two sessions each day 2.5hr) 

Sunday (one 2.5hr session)  

Friday (one 3hr session)

2.5hr classes:  $305 inc Gst

 Friends:  $250 inc Gst

3hr classes:  $350 inc Gst

 Friends:  $295 inc Gst

We strongly recommend that 

students without prior experience 

in botanical illustration complete 

a Beginners’ Workshop before 

entering Term classes.

We will trial different techniques 

on a variety of papers and play 

with using mixed media in the 

same artwork. 

Suitable for all levels except 

for complete beginners.

Ar twork on this page by Jacqui Baxter

Whirlybirds
The Whiries resumed their 

meetings early in February. We 

are a group of botanical artists 

who meet and paint together 

on Tuesdays in the Whirling 

Room Studio. The Thursday 

group have moved to 1 pm. 

Tuesdays as classes are now 

being held all day on Thursday. 

At the moment we are 

working towards completing  

artwork to submit in a natural 

history exhibition – ‘reFraming 

Nature’ – which will be held in 

Domain House, October 2015.

If you would like to enquire 

about joining, please contact 

Sandra Sanger on 9598 9532.

calling all artists
natural History Art exhibition

reframing nature

october 10 - 25

Domain House, Dallas Brooks Drive

open entry

Large images less than A3 size

Miniatures (<A5) encouraged

Maximum 4 entries (2 large) per person

Expressions of Interest forms will be available from the 

Friends’ office on Monday 1 June, 2015

(The organisers reserve the right not to hang any particular 

work in the exhibition)

illustrators
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from the president

The Growing 
Friends’ Super 
Autumn Plant 
sale 2015
SAturdAy 18 APril 10 AM to 4 PM

SundAy 19 APril 10 AM to 3 PM

inSide GAte e

royAl BotAnic GArdenS, MelBourne

MelwAy: MAP 2l reF c2

10% discount for members (excludes Sunday specials)03 9650 6398      

friends@frbgmelb.org.au    

www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

catalogue online one week before sale

10% discount for members (excludes Sunday specials)

chris spreckley
We were deeply saddened by the sudden death of Chris just 

prior to Christmas. In the short time that he had been with us, 

Chris had gained the friendship and respect of the entire group 

for his sense of humour and ability to get things done. One of 

his outstanding achievements, with the help of RBG staff, was 

the modification to the watering system to ensure the plants 

can better withstand severe heat, such as that experienced in 

January 2014. He will be greatly missed by us all.

The GroWinG FriendS nurSery iS noW oPen.

The Myrtle Rust Control Protocol has been relaxed so that, 

while regular inspections of the plants to check for Myrtle Rust 

outbreaks will continue, the Growing Friends are now able to 

sell plants without the need for them to undergo a spraying 

regime. Therefore, the Nursery will be open for Friends to buy 

plants on the morning of the first Friday of each month (except 

when it clashes with a public sale). Also, as has always been 

the situation, the Friends may visit the Nursery each and every 

Friday morning to look at the beautiful plants to check out what 

is being grown and hence will be available in the near future. If 

they wish, seek advice from the Growing Friends on plants and/

or plant problems.

sales

The Christmas Friends Friday Sale Day, which we now hope 

will be the last such restricted sale, was very successful having 

raised over $2,000.

The Friday Sale Days in autumn are:-

6 March and 1 May from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm; the Nursery 

will be closed on 3 April.

Autumn sale

Dates and information as below. 

DON’T FORGET YOUR CARRY BAGS!

by Michael Hare, convener

growing 
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from the gardens

succulents
by Pauline Aw

over ten years ago, I was thrilled to be invited to join the 

Growing Friends at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne. 

each person in our group intake of six was given a choice 

of the section in which they would like to work. not being 

a specialist of any area, I chose the succulent section and 

started under the watchful eye of Dorothy smith and 

Don Allison. Under their careful tutelage I began to learn 

about these amazing plants – their varieties of form, 

colours, growth habits and propagation. 

The Growing Friends’ succulents are largely sourced from 

the Botanic Gardens, with a few from Growing Friends’ gardens, 

and specialists such as the Cactus & Succulent Society of 

Australia; Noelene Tomlinson from the CSSA being a generous 

donor of plants.

Succulents may be simply defined as plants that have thick 

fleshy water-storing stems, roots and leaves. We grow almost 

exclusively plants that have no, or few, spines and spikes (a 

characteristic of most cacti). The plants vary enormously in 

size and shape, from very tiny ground covers such as the grey 

Sedum dasphyllum, to much larger examples like Aloe barberae 

or Aloe plicatilis, which grow into medium to tall trees.

Historically, knowledge of the world’s succulents grew with 

exploration of the planet. In the Fifteenth Century, seekers of new 

lands brought numerous varieties of newly-discovered succulents 

to Europe and England. The Dutch East India Company was 

responsible for collecting many examples of these plants which 

found their way to the Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew.

Succulent plants at the Growing Friends generally originate 

from North America, (typical examples are the Yuccas, 

Agaves, Dudleyas), the African continent where there is low 

rainfall and high temperatures, from the Canary Islands and 

Madagascar, and from Northern European regions where there 

are poor, rocky, well-drained soils and strong winds, (such as 

Sempervivums, which include the common ‘houseleek’, which is 

grown on house rooftops).

General information about a succulent plant’s origins, habits 

and requirements greatly assists successful propagation and 

growth in the home garden. Gasterias are a good example 

of this. When planted out in the open in well-drained soil 

and exposed to full sun, their strappy leaves flatten and turn 

brownish-red, a stress response to heat. However when planted 

in part shade, the same plants look robust with full, dark green 

leaves and glorious flower spikes of salmon, white and green 

bells in winter and spring. In their natural environment, Gasterias 

grow close to other plants, or on steep slopes or rocky ledges, 

all of which give them some shelter from the sun.

Some aloes grow on cliffs and in rock crevices, or alongside 

other plants. An example of this is the highly prized Aloe 

polyphylla (facing page), or spiral Aloe, which grows naturally in 

alpine climates. Not only does this plant cling to basalt cliffs, but 

it grows in a dependent relationship with nearby alpine grasses 

whose roots trap runoff water and act as reservoir sponges of 

water and nutrients over the year. Hence growth of the spiral 

Aloe in the home garden is enhanced by several applications of 

seaweed extract over the year.  

Some very fine examples of succulent plantings exist at 

the Melbourne Botanic Gardens – Guilfoyle’s  Volcano and the 

Arid Garden being outstanding. There the visitor can see not 

only succulents growing together in massed plantings but in 

complementary plantings with exotics and Australian native plants. Below: Dudleya brittonii

At right: Gasteria bicolor lilputana

Facing page: Aloe polyphylla (Spiral aloe)

 friends
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all workshops will bE hEld in thE plant craft cottagE. for further information and all 

bookings, please contact the friends’ office on 9650 6398. 

craft Demonstrations
Bookings not required

10.30 am – 2 pm

Cost: Free

natural dye  
4 March; 1 April; 6 May; 3 June

potpourri   
13 March;10 April; 8 May

fibre  
10 March; 14 April; 12 May

basketry 
18 March; 15 April; 20 May 

plant card 
19 March; 16 April; 21 May

papermaking 
25 March; 22 April; 27 May

Visitors are welcome to watch 

and ask questions of the 

working groups. However, 

visitors are unable to take part 

in the demonstrations.

sunday open days

15 March; 19 April; 17 May

10 am – 3 pm

Cost: Free

This is a wonderful opportunity 

to explore the Plant Craft 

Cottage, the oldest building in 

any public garden in Victoria.

Some of the plant-related 

items created by our groups 

will be on display and for sale 

in this heritage-listed building.

Friends are reminded that 

the Plant craft cottage 

has an extensive reference 

library on Plant crafts.

  
Basketry Workshop
small Garlic Basket

saturday 2 May             9 am –- 3 pm

Plant craft cottage near H Gate on 

Alexandra Avenue.

Cost: $100                  (Friends $80) 

which includes printed notes.

BYO lunch. Tea and coffee provided.

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

RSVP by Friday 24 April.

This one-day workshop will use plant material 

collected from the RBGM Gardens. Come and join 

the Basketry group for an exciting day learning basic 

techniques to make your own small basket. 

You’ll be amazed how dried leaves from Cordyline 

australis and Kniphofia spp. among others, can be 

turned into a beautiful and useful basket.

Plant craft cottage is near  

H gate on Alexandra Avenue

open 10 am – 3  pm Monday 

to Friday and every third 

sunday.

closed Public Holidays.

school Holiday Programs
Fantastic Friends

Wednesday 8 April and thursday 9 April

Runs continuously between 10.30 am and 2 pm

Cost: $6 per child

Suitable for ages from 4 with an accompanying adult.

NO BOOKINGS REQUIRED

Using gum nuts, banksia cones and many other interesting 

seeds and seed pods, children are invited to spend half an 

hour or so creating a ‘Fantastic Friend’ to take home.

Friends’ open House Day at Plant craft 

cottage        
Wednesday 15 April from 10.30 am to 2 pm

Dear Friends, you are warmly invited to visit the Cottage on this 

autumn Wednesday. It is the Basketry Group’s working day, so 

come and join us for coffee or bring a sandwich to eat in the 

pretty garden and learn a little of what happens in the old under-

gardener’s cottage down at H gate.

For more information: 03 9650 3235

or email Convener Lyn Brown: lynrbrown1@bigpond.com

plant
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celebration of thirty-three Years
In the three decades since the Plant craft cottage opened, 

each milestone has been celebrated with an exhibition of  

the combined  skills  of the plant craft groups.

The Sea Images exhibition celebrating the first ten years, 

transformed the interior of the Cottage into an underwater world. 

Constructed with a tie dyed blue cotton ceiling and walls of sea 

grass (string), fish and other sea creatures were made by the 

Basketry and Paper groups; handsome corals and Temari ‘bubbles’ 

were made by the Fibre Group and each group contributed to the 

contents of a fabulous treasure chest overflowing with ‘jewels.’ 

In 1996, to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the RBG 

Melbourne, members used their skills to create the Winds of 

Change exhibition. Once again, the interior of the Cottage was 

transformed. Included in the wind-borne craft depicted were 

models of the parachute which Leonardo da Vinci designed in 

1495 and the Montgolfier brothers’ 1783 Hot Air Balloon used in 

the first manned flight. A replica of the Temple of the Winds was 

made using a variety of paper making techniques.

2001 – the 20th Anniversary of the Cottage – saw another 

exhibition of the work of individual members of the Craft Groups 

– with no particular theme, but an impressive display of their 

skills and techniques.

Thirty years!!!!   In 2011 this milestone was celebrated with 

a Forest Fantasy when the forest entered the Cottage. The 

Fibre group ‘created‘ three trees embroidered, macrame and 

wrapped jute on wire, surrounded by toadstools, rocks, birds, 

frogs and butterflies. Hundreds of knitted leaves formed a 

canopy with pink cotton gumnuts. There were Basketry animals, 

birds and toadstools, a knitted snake by the Dye Group and the 

Paper Group made snakes, porcupines, trees and butterflies. – 

and there were more butterflies, made by the Card Group.

A fantasy indeed!’  by Anne Bitcon

Thirty-three years on!  by Mary Jost

‘The lasting memory I have of early times at the Plant Craft 

Cottage is of the gathering together of so many talented and 

dedicated craft artists. Mostly retired professional women, 

many had travelled overseas to learn more of their particular 

art. Their main aim was to keep the traditional crafts they 

practised from being forgotten, by passing them on. In 

the process they found another project, as a group: the 

preservation and regeneration of H Gate Lodge – historic 

and charming but threatened. The Plant Craft Groups, 

Garden Guides and Friends of the RBGM they formed 

have continued, and many who started as beginners have 

become those with the knowledge to teach new skills to 

hundreds of interested people from all over Australia.’

....and by Glenys clissold

‘At the first meeting of the Natural Dye Group Joan 

Bacon, Convener, asked each person to say what they could 

contribute. When it came to my turn all I could say was, ‘I 

have come to learn.’

Mary and Vida said the same.

Later, when Joan asked for a volunteer to do the tea for 

the next six months our hands shot up.

After thirty-three plus years we are now passing on the 

knowledge. We are also still learning – and still willing to do 

the tea.’

Editor’s note: These reminiscences have arisen as a result 

of nine Plant Craft Cottage members being awarded their 

30-year Long Service Awards at the Melbourne Friends’ AGM 

in November. Well done to all concerned.

Part of the Forest Fantasy display at the Thir ty Year celebration at the Plant Craft Cottage.  

Photo: Stefan Morris

crafts
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First Australian mending a net.             Engraving from Garran,A. (Ed)(1886-1888) 
Picturesque Atlas of Australasia Volumes 1-3. The Picturesque Atlas Publishing Company, Sydney

Global Gardening
PART 7– HUMAN LANDSCAPES: THE ART OF GARDEN DESIGN

AUSTRALIAN LANDSCAPES

by Roger Spencer, Senior Horticultural Botanist and 

Rob Cross, Horticultural Botanist, RBGM

In the last few articles we have followed the development 

of european gardening and landscaping from Renaissance 

Italy to industrialising Britain. Landscaping was largely a 

geometrical extension to the buildings they accompanied 

until the revolution of the english landscape style where 

nature, at least an idealised interpretation of it, extended 

seamlessly from the house walls to distant natural views 

beyond. england’s rural splendour flourished as the gentry’s 

capability Brown-inspired parks became established. these 

vistas became part of the fabric of memories accompanying 

British emigrants as they made their way to a new life in 

Australia. 

The Australian landscape was surprisingly familiar to many of 

the new settlers, with numerous descriptions recording its park-like 

qualities, similar to gentlemen’s estates at home. An early Tasmanian 

paper reported Westernport as being beautiful, resembling ‘…the 

park of a country seat in England, the trees standing in picturesque 

groups to ornament the landscape……the eye roams over tracts of 

meadow land, waving with a heavy crop of grass…’

The Australian landscape had been home for Aboriginal 

people for millennia and much of Australia’s east coast 

reminded settlers of the British countryside and its estates. The 

grassy swards were probably the result of the Aboriginal burning 

that helped provide the resources needed for their society. By 

many accounts the land provided abundance.

Debate continues about the extent of Aboriginal land manage-

ment and its impact on Australia’s landscape and biodiversity. 

Clarity concerning managed and unmanaged land, settled and 

nomadic communities, agriculture and horticulture, cultivated 

and wild crops have all proved elusive. There were multiple 

‘nations’, and there was variation in culture and lifestyles across 

the continent. Early European documentation, still incompletely 

researched, has given us some insight into some of the 

Aboriginal practices.

Fire was a tool used to create a patchwork of grassy fields 

with post,-fire young, new shoots, attracting grazing kangaroos, 

and these fields were interspersed with belts of trees where 

other useful animals could thrive, a practice recently termed 

‘firestick farming’. Early settler descriptions refer to aboriginal 

women using tools to cultivate and harvest fields of yams 

(Microseris spp. or Dioscorea spp). Some Microseris species 

have roots that are not bitter and may represent a level of 

domestication. Other tuber-like plants, like Pterostylis nutans 

(Nodding Greenhood), were also important foods. Grasses were 

cultivated, their grains harvested, and early explorers found and 

sometimes raided their granary stores. Seeds of food plants were 

traded items. Aboriginal wells stabilised water supplies.

Life was mostly spent on the move, following seasonal sources 

of food. However, the constructed stone fish traps of Brewarrina 

in New South Wales (considered to be at least 3000 to perhaps 

8000 years old) and at Lake Condah in Victoria (dated to 8000 

years) where the scale of the constructed ponds and channels 

could have fed eels to up to 10,000 people, illustrate aboriginal 

aquaculture. Excess Lake Condah eels were possibly preserved in 

hollow-tree smokehouses adjacent to fish traps. John Batman, a 

founder of Melbourne, recorded finding fish traps and associated 

permanent housing on many rivers. At Lake Condah the houses 

were made of stone, but elsewhere other construction styles were 

used, often circular and domed. In some places of pre-contact 

Australia, there were villages of round houses with solid sloping 

walls of wood, bark and sealed with clay. Some villages were 

estimated to house 1000 or more people. 

garden
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The park-like Eastern Australian landscapes looked familiar to the new European settlers, and the grasslands were ideally suited to European stock.
Engraving from Garran, A.(Ed.) (1886-1888)  Picturesque Atlas of Australasia Volumes 1-3. The Picturesque Atlas Publishing Company, Sydney.

The arrival of Europeans in Australia led to a rapid collapse 

of the aboriginal population, their social structures and their 

ability to manage the land as they had done for millennia. 

Diseases new to the continent and for which the indigenous 

population had little immunity, contributed to the breakdown, 

but there was also direct competition for the same sites that 

Aboriginal Australians favoured. 

British settlers largely lost the opportunity to learn how these 

first Australians had managed the land, and were likely to have 

been overly confident about applying familiar European practices. 

Australian Aborigines were the product of the land – they were 

adapted to it and part of it – while European culture was more 

a response to the social demands of urban living, agriculture, 

and a trade network of people with very different cultures, lands, 

and traditions. Europeans, buoyed by science and technology, 

displayed a sense of moral superiority and were also restless for 

social change, improvement and development as the Industrial 

Revolution followed its course back in Europe. 

We now know that Aborigines saw a spiritual landscape 

bearing the signatures and physical manifestations of their 

ancestors and creator-spirits reaching back into the Dreamtime. 

To survive they had to understand and care for this legacy, to 

‘listen to the land’. They lived simply, efficiently, and sustainably. 

In contrast British settlers arrived from an apparently over-

populated country looking for arable land like that of the gentle 

homeland country estate and hoped, through hard work, to secure 

some property for themselves. To achieve that the land (often 

perceived as harsh and inhospitable) needed to be controlled and 

improved; as personal property it was a means of wealth-creation.

Former Aboriginal land now became defined and defended 

by fences. Fire frequency and intensity changed, altering the 

plant species composition. Soil that had been light and friable 

became trampled by hard-hooved domesticated animals and 

exposed soil was eroded. The grazing style of introduced stock 

changed the species mix in native grasslands. ‘Improved’ 

pastures required regular fertiliser applications. In a series of 

land grabs by squatters and selectors, most of Australia was 

transformed into farmland, pasture and rangeland.

European agriculture superimposed on Aboriginal burning 

has resulted in a largely modified Australian landscape 

demanding thoughtful management strategies if we are to avoid 

negative outcomes.

Today we need both the Aboriginal respect for the land and 

the benefits of western science to achieve the sustainable 

management of our natural resources.   Within our gardening 

traditions a new horticultural paradigm is emerging as we 

respond to local and global environmental challenges. This will 

be the topic of our next articles.

evolution
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cereus uruguayanus – Apple cactus
by Margaret Polmear, RBGM Voluntary Guide

summer is the time when most of the cacti on Guilfoyle’s 

Volcano are in bloom, and so presents an ideal opportunity 

to observe the subtleties of flowering under hot, dry, 

desert conditions1.

Cactus flowers are usually showy, nectar-rich, and often 

perfumed. Many last for no more than a day. Their structure and 

time of opening are geared to coincide with the presence of 

appropriate pollinators; their closure, after just a few hours, 

prevents desiccation of the adult plant and helps ensure survival 

of any embryonic seeds.

Some of the white-flowered species of cactus bloom only 

in the cool of the night, closing at dawn2. They have large, 

symmetrical, scented flowers with copious amounts of nectar. 

Pinkish-brown in bud, they open to reveal many white tepals3. 

Those native to temperate climates are pollinated by night-flying 

moths. Species that occur in the neotropics (New World tropics) 

may also be pollinated by moths and occasionally by nocturnal 

animals such as bats. Flowers that are moth-pollinated usually 

have a long flower tube, while flowers that are bat-pollinated are 

stouter and more robust.

Several cacti planted around the RBG’s Volcano and Arid 

Garden flower at night during summer. All are columnar species, 

with an upright cylindrical habit and clusters of spines along 

the edges of their vertical ribs. They bear their single, sessile 

flowers at or near the top of the column where they can be easily 

located in the dark.

The Apple Cactus, Cereus uruguayanus (F. Cactaceae, 

below), flowers when quite young. It is now endangered in the 

wild4. Native to Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay, it is branched and 

may grow up to 9m tall. Its large column has pronounced ribs 

with brown spines. Its white flowers are funnel-shaped, and its 

edible, thornless, ovoid fruits have red or yellow skins and tasty 

white flesh with small black seeds. The fruit was eaten by local 

indigenous people.

Two other night-blooming columnar cacti planted at the 

Volcano are Echinopsis spachiana (Torch Cactus, above) a rare 

and endangered species from Argentina5, and Peniocereus 

serpentinus, a slender species from Mexico (Mexican Night- 

blooming Cactus6). E. spachiana is a 2m-tall, multi-stemmed 

species. Its ribbed columns have clusters of brownish spines; 

its white flowers are 15cm across and the fruits that follow are 

green and hairy. Peniocereus serpentinus (at right) has a narrow, 

ribbed column with dense clusters of white spines along the ribs. 

Upright to 1–2 m when young, it becomes scrambling with age. 

Its delicate white flowers (10–12 cm across) open at night and 

may remain open for a short time during the morning.

In the wild, these three white-flowered species are pollinated 

at night by nectar-feeding hawk-moths (F. Sphingidae) that are 

attracted to the sweetly perfumed flowers. The moths sip the 

nectar through a long, coiled proboscis, hovering over the open 

flowers as they feed. At the same time, they pick up cactus 

pollen on their legs and wings, later transferring it to the next 

flower on which they feed.

The RBG’s Arid Garden will soon be redeveloped and include 

two species of very large branched columnar cacti which, in their 

native desert habitat in western North America, are pollinated 

by bats. They are the Saguaro Cactus (Carnegia gigantea) from 

North West Mexico and Southern Arizona, and the Mexican 

Giant Cactus or Cardon (Pachycereus pringlei) from Mexico and 

Baja California7. The Saguaro Cactus grows slowly to 12-18m in 

height, and first flowers when it is about 2m tall and 70 years of 

age. It is pollinated by birds, bees and bats. The Mexican Giant 

Cactus is the tallest of the columnar cacti, and may reach 20m 

in height.Cereus uruguayanus at Guilfoyle’s Volcano, RBGM.            Photo: Lynsey Poore

Echinopsis spachiana, flowering at Guilfoyle’s Volcano, RBGM.            Photo: Lynsey Poore

plant
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The deserts of north-western North America contain about 

300 species of cacti and about 13 species of bats. Most of the 

bats are local residents which hibernate in the winter, but the 

deserts are also visited seasonally by migratory bats. Some of 

these bats are insectivorous. Others live on a vegetarian diet of 

nectar, pollen and fruit (nectarivorous) and migrate, following 

the seasonal flowering and fruiting of the cacti (and other plants 

such as agaves). There has been shown to be a mutualism 

(mutually beneficial relationship) between some cacti and these 

migratory bats.

Each spring, populations of three species of nectarivorous 

bats (including the endangered, Lesser Long-nosed Bat –

Leptonycteris curasoae, top right,) migrate 1,300km north, over 

the vast Sonoran desert, from their winter roosts in Mexico to 

southern Arizona. The journey takes about three months. They 

fly at night, feeding on many types of night-blooming cacti. 

Following the ‘nectar trail’, they finally arrive in southern Arizona 

in late spring and give birth to their young at the time that the 

Saguaro Cactus begins to flower.

The Lesser Long-nosed Bat is well adapted to feed on and 

pollinate the Saguaro and other night-flowering columnar cacti 

along its migratory route. Its excellent sense of smell readily 

detects the perfume of ripe or rotten fruit produced by bat- 

pollinated cacti and, although it has poor night vision, it is an 

excellent eco-locator. Its long, brush-tipped, protrusible tongue 

is designed to probe deep into the flowers to extract nectar and 

pollen. Some of this pollen adheres to the animal’s head and is 

transferred to other cacti during feeding.

When the fruits of the Saguaro ripen in the summer, the 

bats consume the fleshy red pulp and help disperse its seeds.

Migrating south to Mexico with their young in the autumn, the bats 

now feed on the fruit of the various cactus species they pollinated 

on their earlier flight, dispersing cactus seeds as they travel.

Footnotes

1. Cacti are stem succulents (Latin succous, ‘full of juice’), 

native to the desert zones of North, Central and South America 

and adapted to conserve and store water; spines, hairs, flowers 

and branches are derived from modified axillary buds (areoles).

2. In some, flowers close a little later in the morning.

3. In cacti the distinction between petals and sepals is not clear, 

so the petal-like structures are called perianth parts or tepals. 

Most cactus flowers are symmetrical with many tepals, a large 

ring of free stamens, and a central ovary with three or more 

stigma lobes.

4. Cereus (L) = torch; uruguayanus: from Uruguay. (Now called 

Cereus hildmannianus ssp. uruguayanus: ref. Hunt et al. 2006, 

p. 339).

5. Echinos (Gk) = porcupine; opsis (Gk) = like; spachiana after 

Alsatian botanist Edouard Spach (1801–1879). (Botanical name 

still uncertain: ref. Hunt et al. 2006, p. 322).

6. Peni (Gk) = thread; serpentinus refers to the scrambling habit 

of the plant when old.

7. Carnegiea: after Andrew Carnegie (1835–1919) American 

industrialist and philanthropist; Saguaro (Mexican Sp.) = a large 

branched cactus. Pachys (Gk) = thick; pringlei: after Cyrus 

Pringle, who collected in Mexico in 1887.

Lesser Long-nosed Bat and Carnegiea gigantea.  
Photo: MD Tuttle (Bat Conservation International).

Peniocereus serpentinus at Guilfoyle’s Volcano, RBGM.                      Photo: Lynsey Poore

of the month
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Genetics of Holly-leafed Grevilleas.
Using new genetic technology to assist conservation practice 

by elizabeth James, RBG conservation Geneticist.

the holly-leafed grevilleas are a group of 15 species mainly 

from southeastern Australia. Most holly-leafed grevilleas are 

quite restricted in distribution and some such as G. infecunda 

and G. renwickiana rely on vegetative reproduction rather 

than seed. these features, along with their locations in areas 

that have changed as a result of agriculture and forestry, 

make the future well-being of several species a conservation 

issue. PhD studies at the University of Melbourne by Gareth 

Holmes (2009) and trisha Downing (2012) produced the first 

genetic results on the relationship between holly-leafed 

grevilleas raising questions about the identity of some 

species. More genetic information is required to resolve the 

relationships so I used the holly-leafed grevilleas as my guinea 

pigs to test a recently developed method for sequencing DnA.

We get the best conservation outcomes when plant 

populations can be managed with some understanding of their 

biology. Genetic studies contribute to conservation by providing 

insights into the relationships between species and how 

species reproduce and spread. That way we know what we are 

conserving and can understand how a species might respond to 

changing environments. Genetic techniques have undergone an 

amazing transformation, particularly over the past three years, and 

are much more accessible for projects whose subjects are not 

model organisms such as commercial crops. Using this so-called 

‘Next-Gen(eration)’ sequencing, more data can be gathered at 

a much reduced cost but the flip side is that greater expertise is 

needed to tap into the wealth of information it can provide.

Below is an example of the DNA sequences generated as par t of this project. DNA is made up of strings of molecules represented by one of four letters, G, T, A and C. Each row belongs to a 
different Grevillea species. Most of the sequence is the same for all plants, but the differences between species at two places in the sequence (highlighted with different colours) allow us to 
find relationships between them.

The Friends of RBG Melbourne Scholarship provided me with 

a wonderful opportunity to get hands-on experience generating 

new data from all holly-leafed Grevillea species with the help of Pip 

Griffin in the Hoffmann Lab at the Bio21 Institute in Flemington. 

The beauty of ‘Next-Gen’ sequencing is that, unlike earlier DNA 

sequencing methods, I could mix together DNA from many 

different plant samples for the sequencing reactions and then use 

bioinformatics software to assign the sequences back to the right 

plant sample. Magic! This reduces the costs of sequencing and 

also the time to get data. 

The extra DNA sequences generated will be added to those 

of Gareth and Trisha to give a better idea of how the species 

are related to each other and help us understand how they 

evolved. By having a clearer picture of species’ relationships 

we can improve the management of threatened Grevillea 

species by targetting the group as a whole rather than species 

in isolation. Species relying on vegetative reproduction are 

unlikely to disperse to new locations but can have an important 

stabilising role in vegetation systems undergoing change and 

are legitimate conservation targets.

Spending time in a research group with a focus on 

plant response to changing environments was an excellent 

experience for me. It has benefitted the RBG on the technical 

side but just as importantly has promoted our research with a 

group of researchers whose interests and expertise provide an 

excellent basis for collaborative projects. I am also hoping to 

adapt the method for use in a new project looking at salinity 

tolerance in Common Reed (Phragmites australis). Many thanks 

to the Friends of the RBG Melbourne for making this possible.

scholarship
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Grevillea infecunda resprouting from rhizomes following a fire. Clonal reproduction helps 
the species persist when conditions are not ideal but it also makes it harder to identify 
whether a population is made up of lots of different genetic individuals or many copies of 
the same clone.

Above: Grevillea renwickiana is a prostrate plant growing near Braidwood, NSW. It rarely 
flowers and relies instead on clonal growth for its reproduction.

At left: Grevillea infecunda with a conflorescence about to open and two bronze-coloured 
new shoots.

Above: Flowering shrub of Grevillea infecunda at Anglesea, Victoria, and at right, the same shrub in close-up.                  All photos for this ar ticle by Elizabeth James

The map shows the distribution of 3 genetic groups (clades) of holly-leafed grevilleas identified 
by G. Holmes as par t of his PhD. The addition of data from T. Downing resolved 4 groups (not 
shown). The fur ther addition of data resulting from the Friends scholarship project will help to 
remove uncer tainties due to insufficient information.    Map supplied by G Holmes

 report
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