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Front cover image: Elegant Blue Webcap 
mushroom Cortinarius rotundisporus 
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Above: Samples of cloth dyed with 
Shibori Indigo dyes at the Plant Craft 
Cottage workshop.
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by Cathy Trinca

While writing this column in the very high summer heat 

of January I could only wish for the cooler autumn days 

to come!  A pleasurable task while on holiday was to 

rejuvenate a seaside garden which required considerable 

thought as to what plants should be used given the sandy 

soil and salty conditions. I also needed to replace the 

irrigation system.

In her article on page 16, Kylie Regester, Acting Director of 

the Melbourne Gardens, highlights the importance of choosing 

suitable plants for the conditions in which they are to grow and 

grouping them according to their water needs – something 

that  all gardeners need to think about carefully as we adjust to 

changing climatic conditions. Next time you’re in the Gardens 

do check out the Water Conservation Garden and the plants 

mentioned in Kylie’s article.

In December Marta Salamon and Lee Tregloan resigned 

from Council. In the four years that Marta served as a member 

of Council, she reported regularly on the affairs of the Botanical 

Illustrators and forthcoming exhibitions, and I would like to thank 

her very much for the contribution she made. I would also like 

to thank Lee for her contribution during the year that she was a 

Council member.  The Friends’ Council has now appointed Mark 

Anderson and Robert Wright to fill the casual vacancies created 

by Marta and Lee’s resignations and extends a warm welcome 

to them both. The profiles of these people, plus the two new 

Council members elected at the 2013 AGM, can be found on 

the facing page.

Over January the botanical artists were very active. Two 

beginners’ workshops and three specialist workshops were 

held over the summer break. Term classes are again full and 

underway and the artists are now working on some stunning 

paintings in preparation for their exhibition later this year.  

Plant growth in the nursery has gone well due to the warm 

sunny conditions over summer and we look forward to the first 

of the member-only Nursery sales on Friday 7 March. Stock is 

also being built up in readiness for our Growing Friends Super 

Plant Sale in early May – perfect timing for autumn planting.  

Also coming up very soon on 11 March is a very interesting 

talk by past President David Wilkinson who last year combined 

a trip to Capri (early summer wildflowers) and England 

(beautiful country gardens). Don’t miss it!

The Friends at the Plant Craft Cottage will be busy as well, 

holding a Shibori Indigo Dye Workshop, producing beautiful 

rich blue patterned items, and repeating it in late March. We 

are looking forward to their Basketry and Teenagers’ Friendship 

Band Workshops in April.

Autumn promises some cooler days, more planting 

opportunities and the possibility for a colourful walk among the 

autumn leaves in the RBG Melbourne. I look forward to seeing 

many of you at some of the events over the coming months.

from the president
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Robert Wright has been a 

practising lawyer for over four 

decades, principally dealing 

with the legal matters of not-

for-profit entities including 

associations, not-for-profit 

companies and trusts. 

He is a keen gardener with 

strong botanical interests, 

and is a member of the 

Mediterranean Garden Society 

and Angair Inc (Anglesea, 

Airey’s Inlet Society for the 

Protection of Flora and 

Fauna). He has recently visited India’s largest botanical garden 

at Trivandrum, as well as botanic gardens and national parks in 

Malaysia and New Caledonia and gardens in Vanuatu and Fiji.

Robert has enjoyed discovering the Gardens’ online 

plant census and finding that many of the plants with which 

he became familiar are held in the Royal Botanic Gardens 

collection.

Sally Hirst is no stranger 

the Royal Botanic Gardens 

Melbourne, having held 

the position of Deputy 

Director, Public Programs 

and Development in the mid 

1990s. Since then she has 

had a long involvement in the 

planning and management of 

parks and gardens through 

executive roles at Parks Victoria 

and the City of Melbourne.

Sally also brings to the 

Friends considerable experience 

in business and strategic planning for cultural, civic, education and 

tourism projects. She runs her own consulting company and in this 

role has worked with major projects across Australia, including the 

RBG Sydney and the National Arboretum Canberra.

Sally feels that membership groups have major roles to play 

in supporting cultural institutions into the future. She is delighted 

to join the Friends’ Council at this exciting time in its history. The 

Friends are pleased to welcome a new Vice-President.

Andrew Brookes has known 

the Gardens since he lived 

locally as a child and visited 

often. 

He spent twenty-two years 

at Colonial Mutual including 

the time of the takeover by 

the Commonwealth Bank. His 

recent involvements include 

Chief Executive of the Helen 

Macpherson Smith Trust and 

Executive Officer of the Colonial 

Foundation. He currently 

holds positions at LifeWorks 

Relationship Counselling and Education Services, is Treasurer 

of The Old Melburnians and on the Investment Management 

Committee for Melbourne Grammar School. Andrew brings to the 

Friends his knowledge of investment, management and a general 

love for gardens.  

His family owns a Trust for Nature property at Point Lonsdale.

Mark Anderson is very 

familiar with the Gardens as he 

lives nearby and walks through 

them regularly. 

He has had over thirty years 

of business management 

experience in the not-for-profit, 

local and state government 

sectors and has a broad range 

of involvements and interests 

including being Chair of the 

Falls Creek Alpine Resort, a 

Council member at the Alpine 

Resorts Co-ordinating Council, 

a Board member at the Melbourne Comedy Festival and Audit 

Committee member at the Country Fire Authority and City of 

Maribyrnong. In addition, he is a Fellow of the Institute of Company 

Directors, a Fellow CPA and a senior member of the Australian 

Computer Society. Mark also has interests in the Arts sector where he 

was a Director of the Melbourne International Festival of the Arts and 

the Melbourne 2006 Commonwealth Games Finance Committee.

new Friends’ council Members in 2014

from the council
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ticketed events in the Gardens

the Royal Botanic Gardens is funded mostly (80%) by 

the State Government of Victoria. the additional 20% 

of our income comes from shops, café lessees and 

licenses, events, research grants, donations and the like. 

our Foundation makes a major contribution to capital 

projects,  vacation and  PhD scholarships, and a post-

doctoral fellowship, through the establishment of a 

corpus now exceeding $7 million. 

Our Government funding has remained more or less static 

over recent years, with some increases to match the annual 

Consumer Price Index. At the same time our utility costs have 

risen above inflation, as they have for everyone. The cost of 

doing business has increased for all kinds of reasons, not  

least because we pride ourselves in doing things well. Our 

landscapes, collections, research and services must all be 

maintained at the highest possible quality.  

That all means we can’t be complacent about revenue-and- 

fund-raising. We need to be on the lookout for new ways to 

supplement the Government funding; ways that don’t interfere 

with the reasons we are here and if possible contribute to our 

messages about why plants are important to our lives. In 2014 

you’ll hear more about our new vision and mission but suffice to 

say it centres on plants (as you’d imagine and perhaps hope!) 

and using every opportunity to increase what I sometimes call 

‘plant literacy’. 

So how does something like ‘Listen Out’ fit into that mix? It 

was first and foremost a revenue-raising event. This single-day 

music event held in November occupied most of Observatory 

Gate for eight days (including the ‘bump in’ and ‘bump out’, 

as they call it). The company that ran it, Fuzzy, has lots of 

experience working with Botanic Gardens and setting up in an 

environment where every plant is valued and there are lots of 

visitors to work around. 

Last year’s concert was a big success financially as well as 

for participants. It brought a new audience to the Royal Botanic 

Gardens, albeit to its very edge (geographically) and with little 

interaction with our plant messages. We could do more to 

include some gentle messaging, but perhaps more significant 

might be helping organisers to run the event with minimal 

impact on the environment, and then explaining this to everyone 

who attends. I also expect some of the dance-goers to return to 

the Gardens later, now that they have ‘discovered’ us.

We’d like to have at least one more event each year like 

‘Listen Out’, and look for other ways to supplement our funding 

through music, art and other activities. I’ve been watching 

Sydney closely where there has been a robust public debate 

about how much event activity should occur in public parks. My 

personal view has always been that if well managed and kept 

to a reasonable number (which we have to review and assess 

from time to time), events are an efficient way to provide extra 

financial support for our programs, bring new audiences to our 

sites, and add life and variety to our public spaces. 

Rolling out the lawn protection during bump-in for ‘Listen Out’
Photo: Tim Entwistle. 

from the
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from the gardens

If we can use areas like the Observatory site as much as 

possible, this keeps the Royal Botanic Gardens proper for 

more sedate pastimes. That said, Moonlight Cinema, Wind 

in the Willows and perhaps other smaller creative events can 

still coexist with day-time passive recreation on Guilfoyle’s 

sweeping lawns. It’s a matter of getting the right balance and 

responding to problems as they arise. If we can do this, events 

will make a big contribution to our (new) vision and mission.

2014 here we come!

Apart from shoring up our finances I, and we, have plenty to 

do in 2014. After a year of consolidation – finishing projects 

and getting the basics right – we are nearly ready to launch our 

twenty-year vision. During autumn we are preparing our next 

corporate plan (to run from July 2014 to June 2019) including 

many of the projects that surfaced during the workshops and 

chats I had over my first year as Director.

To stick with the money theme, we will talk with our sponsoring 

department, the Department of Environment and Primary Industry 

(aka DEPI), about making a case for extra support to maintain 

the Melbourne Gardens estate. This includes infrastructure 

such as paths and drains, but also maintaining the historic and 

scientific landscape with an increasing number of visits (reaching 

a record number of over 1.8 million last year in a total of over 2 

million for both sites) and protecting the priceless assets within 

the National Herbarium of Victoria. 

In the next few years we need a new herbarium to house the 

growing collection of preserved plants, now at well above 1.4 

million. I have my plans for a science hub in Observatory Gate, 

linking up with the Great Melbourne Telescope when it returns, 

for permanent art gallery space and studios, and for a new 

iconic glasshouse. For Cranbourne we have the grand vision to 

create better public transport, getting visitors out into the 300 

or so hectares of bushland and fine-tuning (as well as simply 

maintaining) the Australian Garden.

With funding from the Friends and other supporters 

we have started work on the repair of Fern Gully, building 

a new boardwalk and bridges across the permanently 

flowing creek (thanks to our Working Wetlands project) that 

Guilfoyle dreamed of 150 years ago. We’ll continue to bid for 

Government funds to complete our Working Wetlands project – 

drawing irrigation water from the Yarra River above Dights Falls 

– and supplement this when we can from philanthropy through 

events such as the Royal Botanic Runway.

In addition to the rather long list of probabilities and 

possibilities, I also want to continue to find within the living 

collection and, from time to time, add charismatic and 

unforgettable species: things like the monkey hand plant 

(Chiranthodendron pentadactylon) and what I call Napoleon’s 

jellyfish (Napoleonaea vogelii). When these come into flower, 

we must tweet, blog and generally spruik them to Melburnians. 

They are part of the weaponry we can use to fight plant 

illiteracy.

Remember (and this is not our new vision, mission or 

slogan): a life without plants is no life at all.

 Tim Entwisle, Director and Chief Executive.

The Monkey Hand plant in flower next to the Tropical Glasshouse in summer.
Photos: Tim Entwistle 

Napoleon’s Jellyfish in flower inside the Tropical Glasshouse in ‘sprummer’ (my proposed season between 
‘sprinter’ and summer.  See http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/blogs/ag-blog/2011/04/should-
australia-have-five-seasons/ and later in the year my book on this subject to be published by CSIRO 
Publishing)

gardens
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RSVP foR EVEntS on ouR booking foRm oR download onE fRom thE EVEntS PagE on ouR 

wEbSitE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

new Members’ 

Welcome
Thursday 6 March at 5.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium 

Birdwood Ave, South Yarra

Refreshments will be served

RSVP by Friday 28 February

Join us for the New Members’ Welcome. It’s a ‘Getting-to-know-

you’ gathering in a friendly and relaxed atmosphere where, over 

wine and nibbles, you can mingle and meet other members 

and conveners of the various activity groups that make up the 

Friends of Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne. Learn about the 

RBG and the role of the Friends from the Director and Chief 

Executive, Prof Tim Entwisle, and the President, Cathy Trinca. 

The evening concludes with a short guided tour of the Gardens 

with an expert Voluntary Guide. 

Invitations have been sent to all recently-joined Friends and 

if you have not been able to attend a previous New Members’ 

Welcome you are warmly invited to come along. Please call our 

office 9650 6398 and we’ll make sure you are on the invitation list. 

edible Flowers and 

Herbs
With Penny Woodward

Tuesday 18 March  

10 am – 12 Noon

Domain House,  

Dallas Brooks Drive

Cost $30           (Friends $25)

Includes morning tea and 

refreshments at 10 am, followed 

by a talk, demonstration and 

discussion of the subject   

RSVP by Friday 14 March 

Penny Woodward is a freelance writer and photographer. She 

has written seven books and many articles for Organic Gardener 

magazine and participates in the 3CR radio garden panel. 

In this relaxed but informative morning talk Penny will explain 

how to grow and use a wealth of new and old flowers and herbs 

that will give you a few surprises in the kitchen and may make 

you a healthier person. Add colour and new flavours to your 

regular meals including herbal teas and cool refreshing drinks 

and desserts. 

Plant material will be on display to provide a visual reference 

and also will be used as support for the talk. Penny will bring a 

selection of her books, which will be available for sale.

This will be a delightful morning of fascinating information 

and demonstration from an expert and charming presenter.

David Wilkinson was a foundation member of the Friends of 

RBG and President from 1990 – 1992. He trained as an architect 

in Sydney and studied gardening at RBG Kew where he was 

assigned to Wakehurst Place in Surrey, the repository of the 

Australian collections.

In June 2013 while on Capri, David went on long solitary 

walks across this magical isle. Amazed and captivated by the 

abundance and variety of flora, he photographed a catalogue of 

flowers flourishing in the wild.

Later David visited the historic Jacobean ‘Stanway House’ 

in the Cotswolds in England. This is a magnificent example of 

English formal gardens which David recorded in photographs to 

tell a fascinating landscape story that started in the 1720s.

Join David for an illustrated talk of contrasts.

Wild capri and 

Stanway Spectacle
Illustrated talk 

by David Wilkinson, architect.  
 

Tuesday 11 March

6 for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Cost $25           (Friends $20)

RSVP by Friday 7 March

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk

events



au tumn ‘14  /  Botan ic  News   7

RSVP foR EVEntS on ouR booking foRm oR download onE fRom thE EVEntS PagE on ouR 

wEbSitE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

Autumn talking 

Plants 
How to Grow Perfect 

Begonias

Friday 21 March at 10 am

Domain House,

Dallas Brooks Drive

Cost $20           (Friends $15)

RSVP by Tuesday 17 March

Refreshments will be served 

at 10 am; talk starts 10.30 am

Begonias are perennial plants known for their spectacular 

flowers and foliage. They are native to moist and sub-tropical 

climates. Many grow indoors or in shaded or semi-shaded areas 

and others grow as bedding plants.

There are begonias for all seasons, including Rex Begonias, 

grown for their foliage with a wide range of metallic sheens and 

colours including, black, silver, green, red and purple; bedding 

begonias, usually mass-planted in garden beds; cane-like 

begonias, which grow from 60 cm to 2 m tall, flowering from spring 

until late winter; and trailing begonias make excellent hanging 

baskets. Tuberous begonias have a winter dormant period while 

shrub-like begonias bloom throughout most of the year. 

Our knowledgeable speaker will discuss these in terms of 

planting position, propagation, pruning, repotting, and pest control.

Historical 

eaglemont Stroll
Autumn Fit Friends’ Ramble

Tuesday 1 April at 10 am

Park on Outlook Drive 

between numbers 35-45 and 

meet there at 10 am 

We will start our ramble at that 

point but return to our cars to 

go to Eaglemont Village

COST: $25        (Friends $20)

RSVP by Friday 28 March

In the lush greenery of Eaglemont, beautiful gardens surround 

stately homes. The Mount Eagle Estate was designed by Walter 

Burley Griffin in the garden style in 1915. Yet before him the 

Heidelberg School artists had already discovered the area and 

come on painting expeditions to paint plein-air works. Now the 

houses and landscapes are heritage-protected, but we will have 

the opportunity to explore hidden pathways that lead to green 

reserves where large trees grow and, as the leaves part, we will 

see startling views.

We will visit some private gardens with a plethora of plantings 

tended by dedicated gardeners. The houses in this area reflect 

the grandeur of a period of famous architects. After our walk we 

will drive to Eaglemont Village for a delicious lunch at our own 

expense.

Garden 

Photography
Illustrated talk by Simon 

Griffiths, landscape photo-

grapher and garden owner

Thursday 3 April  

6 for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Cost $25           (Friends $20)

RSVP by Friday 28 March

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk

Simon Griffiths is a leading photographer of gardens, interiors 

and food. His photography appears frequently in major lifestyle 

magazines, and in books such as Kylie Kwong: My China and 

Stephanie Alexander’s Companion series. In gardening and 

landscape design he has collaborated with Rick Eckersley and 

Lisa Stafford on their book Outside, with Jenna Reed Burns 

on Australian Gardens for a Changing Climate, and with noted 

rosarian Susan Irvine on The Garden at Forest Hall. He has also 

worked closely with leading Australian garden designer Paul 

Bangay on all his books.

Now the owner of a country garden, Simon talks about the 

joy of recording his personal view of plants, landscape design 

and the inspiration garnered from a lifetime of professional 

photography.

events
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from the president

RSVP foR EVEntS on ouR booking foRm oR download onE fRom thE EVEntS PagE on ouR 

wEbSitE: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org. For disabled access to onsite Events please contact the Friends’ office.

Duneira: Magnificent 

Hill Station Property
Autumn Self Drive Day trip

Wednesday 16 April at 10.15 am

Cost $45            (Friends $40)

Includes entry and guided tours

Take Calder Highway to 

Macedon/Mt Macedon exit 

(now C322); from roundabout 

travel approx. 9 kms to Officer 

Lane on left. ‘Duneira’ sign at 

corner 

RSVP by Friday 11 April

Built in 1875 by Suetonius Officer, Duneira contains Stuart 

Stoneman’s collections of artwork, Persian rugs, and 

furniture, together with a library of rare books. The house is 

complemented by its lovely garden with heritage listed trees 

and a Dutch Elm avenue regarded as the most significant in 

Victoria.

Our visit commences in the lounge room at 10.30 am with 

morning tea, after which we have an expert guide taking us on 

a tour of the house for an hour. This is followed at 12 noon by 

a guided tour of the garden, starting at the front gate. For over 

one hour we will walk and learn about the glorious garden that 

makes Duneira a memorable place to visit.

We suggest lunch at The Trading Post (at your own 

expense), and afterwards, we have been invited to visit Stephen 

Ryan’s private garden, ‘Tugurium’, at 2.30 pm.

Gardens In 

Healthcare
Illustrated talk by Steven 

Wells, Gardens Project 

officer & Horticultural 

therapist, Austin Health

Wednesday 7 May 

6 for 6.30 pm

Mueller Hall, National Herbarium

Cost $25            (Friends $20)

RSVP by Friday 2 May

Refreshments will be served 

before the talk

Gardens are enjoyable to look at and when they are designed 

and integrated effectively within hospitals they can provide 

significantly more benefit than just nice greenery. They 

offer opportunities for respite, healing and recovery for 

patients, visitors and staff, and provide many benefits for the 

organisation.

Steven is the 2012 ABC Gardening Australia ‘Gardener 

of the Year’ and has successfully combined his nursing and 

horticulture careers to be working as a nurse, a horticultural 

therapist and the gardens project officer at Austin Health. His 

passion and ‘dream big, start small’ philosophy has resulted in 

the creation of numerous garden projects across Austin Health, 

which are helping to make people’s experience of hospitals 

more positive.

conservation,              

a Botanic Gardens 

element
Autumn Insiders’ Walk

third in series of four 

elements which make a 

botanic garden

Tuesday 20 May 2 pm

Gate Lodge 100 Birdwood Ave 

Cost:  $20 MEMBERS ONLY

RSVP by Thursday 15 May 

Refreshments will be served 

before the walk

Having explored Education and Enjoyment, we will look into 

the important element of Conservation. The walk will show 

how plants are being conserved within our local Australian 

environment as well as more widely around the world.

After refreshments we will visit the RBG Nursery to see a few 

of the extremely rare and threatened plants from our Victorian 

region with instruction from the staff of the Nursery. If you have 

not visited this area, today’s visit will be a taste of what can be 

enjoyed in future visits to this vital organ of the RBG.  

We’ll continue through the Gardens to examine other plant 

species which are being conserved and learn more about 

the Millennium Seed Bank. The final area to visit will be the 

beautiful, well-designed and educational Rare and Threatened 

Species Beds. Both these beds and the Nursery have received 

great support from the Friends.

NUMBERS STRICTLY LIMITED

events
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PlEaSE notE that, except for advertised sale dates, the Nursery is closed to members due to the Myrtle Rust 

Control Protocol, but please check the monthly eNews for updates.

The Growing 
Friends’ Super 
Autumn Plant Sale
SATurdAy 3 MAy 10 AM To 4 pM

SuNdAy 4 MAy 10 AM To 3 pM

INSIde GATe e

royAl BoTANIc GArdeNS MelBourNe

MelWAy: MAp 2l reF c2

03 9650 6398

friends@frbgmelb.org.au

www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

FRBG  
Melbourne

Friends’ Friday Sale Day

The next Friends’ Friday Sale Day will be held on Friday 7 March 

at the Growing Friends’ Nursery from 8 am to 1 pm; again don’t 

forget to bring your membership card and carry bags. If the pot 

has a price tag it’s for sale; no tag means no sale.

Autumn Garden colour

So spring and summer have gone and with them most of the 

flowers; we are on the downhill run through autumn to winter. 

But, as experienced gardeners know, there is no need to despair. 

The garden can still look beautiful and provide much pleasure. 

The secret is foliage colour. This is most noticeable with 

deciduous plants, many of which, prior to losing their leaves, 

turn brilliant shades of yellow, orange and red. All good gardens 

should contain at least one such shrub or small tree. The most 

commonly-used plants are maples (usually grafted weeping 

types), Manchurian pears (Pyrus ussuriensis) or liquidambars, 

but there are others worthy of consideration, particularly the 

sorrel tree (Oxydendron arboreum) and the cotinus genus. The 

sorrel makes a magnificent specimen tree because of its shape 

and foliage which becomes a striking shade of red in autumn. 

The cultivars of Cotinus coggygria provide colour all year with 

new leaves varying from pale yellow through green to purple and 

then in autumn turning to yellow and orange tones.

Striking colour effects can also be obtained by mixing plants 

of very different foliage and/or flower combinations as seen in 

the photo above of artemisia foliage with hippeastrum flowers.

Top left: Cotinus coggyria ‘Grace’ and at top right, a lovely effect of using striking flowers 
against coloured foliage.                                                              Photos: Michael Hare. 

growing friends
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from the president

all woRkShoPS will bE hEld in thE Plant cRaft cottagE. for information, please contact the 

workshop tutors listed below. for bookings please contact the friends’ office. 

craft Demonstrations
Bookings not required

10.30 am – 2 pm

Cost: Free

natural dye  
5 March; 2, 15 April; 7 May 

Potpourri   

14 March; 11 April; 9 May

fibre  

11, 28 March; 13, 23 May

basketry 

4, 19 March; 16 April; 21 May

Plant card 

20 March; 17 April; 15 May

Papermaking 

26 March; 23 April; 6, 28 May

Visitors are welcome to watch 

and ask questions of the 

working groups. However, 

visitors are unable to take part 

in the demonstrations.

Sunday open days

16 March,  18 May

10 am – 3 pm

Cost: Free

This is a wonderful opportunity 

to explore the Plant Craft 

Cottage, the oldest building in 

any public garden in Victoria.

Some of the plant-related 

items created by our groups 

will be on display and for sale 

in this heritage-listed building.

School Holiday Program 

fibre workshop for teenagers
tuesday 8 april, 10.30 am – 1 pm
Cost: $15 per person

All materials and notes provided. 

Suitable for ages 11 – 14 years.

Booking is essential.

Enquiries: Evelyn 9804 0614 or

email: Margaret: margrutherford@aanet.com.au

fantastic friends
wednesday 9, thursday 10 april, 

10.30 am – 1 pm running continuously
Cost: $4 per child over 4, accompanied by an adult.

No bookings required.    Enquiries: Christina 9347 9743

Basketry Workshop
Small Melon Basket

Saturday 5, Sunday 6 April

10 am – 2.30 pm

Cost: $90 includes all materials 

and printed instructions.

Plant Craft Cottage near H Gate. 

There is metered parking in 

Alexandra Avenue.

Melway 2G, Ref: B11

RSVP by Friday 22 March

BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL

This two-day workshop will cover the use of plant material such 

as Palembang cane and Kniphofia (red hot poker) and various 

other plant materials used for weaving. A range of basket-making 

techniques will be explored to make a small melon basket.

Please BYO lunch. Tea and coffee provided.

There will be NO refund of fees for cancellations less than 

TWO WEEKS prior to workshop date.

For further information please ring the Cottage: 9650 3235 or 

email plantcraftcottage@gmail.com and bookings may be made 

on 9650 6398.

Friends are reminded 

that the Plant Craft 

Cottage has an extensive 

reference library on Plant 

Crafts.

natural Dye Workshop

This is a repeat of a very popular workshop, the first having been 

held on 22 February and 1 March.

Learn how to make an indigo dye vat the Michael Garcia way. 

Several recipes using cheap and ‘green’ organic ingredients 

will be made up and used to dye the fabric you stitch, wrap and 

clamp using Shibori techniques.

Fee covers both days of the workshop and includes all 

materials and printed notes and morning tea. BYO lunch.

Enquiries: Glenys, 9578 7419 or email glenysc@hotkey.net.au

or Mary, 9578 6850 or email gsandemjost@exemail.com.au

traditional Shibori – 

organic indigo

Saturday 22 March 

and Saturday 29 March  

9 am – 3 pm

Plant Craft Cottage

Cost: $160

RSVP by Friday 7 March

BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL

plant
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from the gardensgrowing friends

Magical Weaving
by Kay McKenzie

the Basketry Group began meeting after the founding of 

the Plant craft cottage (Pcc) in 1981, the aim of which is to 

care for the old Government Botanist’s cottage and garden 

whilst practising plant-derived handcrafts.

Founding member, Mary Jost, tells me, “The PCC Basketry 

Group became so huge and flourishing that about 30 women on 

the waiting list became a secondary group. They trained under 

the original members, and ended up knowing much more than 

their teachers! Soon they formed the Basketmakers of Victoria 

which permitted members to sell the baskets they’d created for 

their own gain, whereas the PCC basketmakers are only allowed 

to donate theirs to the Cottage or sell through craft outlets with 

a high commission. The PCC Basketry Group then shrank to a 

more manageable number, perhaps not so exciting”, she quips, 

“but we were all captured by ‘The Cottage’!”

‘Good craftsmanship (...) involves skill and experience, truth to 

materials, and a non-compromising attitude to quality. Aesthetics 

become an integral part of the total process. Such criteria can 

only apply when an article is made entirely by hand’ (Gabriel & 

Goymer, 1991). In the European traditions, willow, hedge and fruit 

tree prunings, straw and reeds have been used in a wide variety 

of basketry. 

On every continent techniques and methods have traditionally 

been developed to suit local materials and meet specific practical 

needs. According to Schiffer (1984), items include rigid and semi-

rigid containers, matting and bags. Techniques include twining, 

coiling, plaiting, weaving and sewing. 

Basketry in Victoria began, most likely, tens of thousands 

of years ago, as peoples of the Kulin nations (Boon Wurrung, 

Wurundjeri, Wathaurong, Dja Dja Wurrung and Taungerong 

language groups) responded to practical needs, creating, for 

example, string bags from Kangaroo grass, woven baskets from 

strappy Lomandra and eel traps from cumbungi reeds (Scott 

et al., 2002; Zola & Gott, 1992). Many Kulin artefacts and their 

stories are engagingly presented in Bunjilaka’s First Peoples 

Exhibition at Museum Victoria. 

In more recent Victorian history, Lynette Thomas sold her 

handmade baskets through Georges on Collins Street during 

World War II when Pacific Islands baskets were hard to come by.

The Basketry Group meets on the third Wednesday of 

each month. A short, informal meeting run by the Conveners 

(currently Libby Andriske and Lyn Brown) decides on projects for 

future meetings, including any materials required. Volunteering 

opportunities are also discussed, such as the hugely popular 

Fantastic Friends sessions for children during the Easter holidays, 

and at the RBG Open Day, Basketry Demonstration days and 

Cottage Open Days. Sometimes a visit to or from another group 

is organised. In October 2013, Basketmakers of Victoria were 

our guests. A delicious lunch (provided by the Basketry Group) 

was enjoyed whilst everyone exchanged favourite basketry 

techniques and materials and admired each others’ beautiful 

creations.

Once the meeting wraps up, we all get on with the month’s 

project. In my time I have made:

•	 a flat tension tray from dark red RBG Dogwood and wriggly 

Date Palm stems; 

•	 Christmas wreaths and ‘random weave’ baskets from Dogwood 

and vine prunings (such as Honeysuckle and Jasmine); 

•	 stitched or sewn Pine needle baskets; 

•	 twined cord or rope making using Iris, Lomandra or Red Hot 

Poker; 

•	 garlic baskets out of Cordyline and Red Hot Poker; 

•	 woven moulded baskets with herringbone base; 

•	 melon baskets using Dogwood frame and ribs, and Iris or 

Poker as the weaver; 

•	 flowers and insects woven from Flax; and 

•	 Christmas angels and baskets made from corn husks. 

The more experienced members generously share their 

expertise, techniques and specialised tools, as well as their know-

ledge about the best materials and how to prepare them for use.

Whilst twisting and twining iris leaves into cord that will become 

a Godseye (handle fastener) for 2014’s melon basket workshop 

one member remarked to me, “I love doing this! Knowing that 

for thousands of years women have been using the very same 

techniques. I’m sustaining and perpetuating an ancient craft.”

Indeed, I can’t imagine a better place to sit, listening to the 

scrub wrens and bellbirds, enveloped in fragrance, foliage 

and colourful flowers in a historic building. Even better to be 

learning new skills and crafting useful and beautiful things in the 

company of such knowledgeable, creative and joyful women!

Reindeer created by Basketry Group members.
Photo: Kay McKenzie

crafts
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Bringing Mushrooms Alive 
Malcolm Howie Watercolours  

in the State Botanical collection

by Tom May, Senior Mycologist,  

Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne

Mushrooms spring up with autumn rain, expand, shed 

their spores, and decay; all in a matter of weeks. Dried, 

they are valuable as herbarium specimens for scientific 

study such as DnA extraction or examination of spores 

under the microscope. However, dried mushrooms lack 

the pizazz of the fresh, and most look rather similar, with 

details of form and surface texture difficult to discern, and 

the often glorious colours usually becoming fairly drab.

Herbarium collections of fungi such as mushrooms are ideally 

accompanied by detailed notes on form and colour, but a good 

photograph or illustration can include much useful information. 

In the 19th and for much of the 20th century the main mode of 

capture of mushroom morphology was watercolour painting. The 

State Botanical Collection at Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne 

holds watercolour paintings of fungi by a number of collector/

artists from the 19th century, including Flora Campbell, Henry 

Tisdall and Marie Wehl, and a very interesting set of around 120 

sheets of fungi paintings created by Malcolm Howie in the 1930s. 

Malcolm Howie (1900-1936) was a commercial and natural 

history artist who was the brother-in-law of Jim Willis, longtime 

staff member of the National Herbarium of Victoria. Jim was well 

known as a botanist, but from his early days he also had a strong 

interest in fungi. Howie suffered from 

Spinal Muscular Atrophy, a debilitating 

disease that meant that from age 16 he 

was unable to walk, and towards the 

end of his life he was only able to paint 

with movements of his wrist. Howie 

depicted around 200 different species 

of fungi at life size in his paintings, most 

created between 1931 and 1935. His 

paintings are precise in form and colour 

and jump off the page as accurate 

depictions of their subjects. The quality 

of his fungi paintings was appreciated 

by Ethel McLennan at the School of 

Botany, University of Melbourne, who 

commissioned copies, totalling around 

80 sheets, which are still held by the 

School of Botany. Howie’s original 

paintings were donated to the State 

Botanical Collection by the Willis family 

after the death of Jim Willis.

All the Howie paintings have annotations in Jim Willis’s 

distinctive handwriting with a date and the name of the fungus, 

and sometimes also with a locality. Fungi paintings by Howie were 

reproduced in a comprehensive article by Willis in the Victorian 

Naturalist of 1934 entitled ‘The Agaricaceae or gilled fungi’. This 

work was republished as the booklet Victorian Fungi in 1941 and 

remained in print through several editions; the latest in 1963 

entitled Victorian Toadstools and Mushrooms. Most of the paintings 

are reproduced in black and white, but there is a colour plate of 

Plums and Custard Tricholomopsis rutilans and two composite 

colour plates, depicting 22 species, at less than life size.

Today, there are several excellent Australian fungi field guides 

featuring numerous colour photographs. However, from its 

publication to the 1980s, Victorian Fungi was the only illustrated 

identification guide to local fungi. Both paintings and text were 

based on careful observation through first-hand experience 

of the species. The paintings were clearly recognisable and 

the text captured the essential characters of each fungus. 

Howie’s paintings, even in black and white or at a reduced 

scale, were integral to the success of Willis’s fungi guide, and 

some distinctive species such as Green Skinhead Cortinarius 

austrovenetus were illustrated in colour for the first time.

Artists painting fungi often pick out features interesting to their 

eye – such as when painting old or distorted fruit-bodies which 

may be shrivelled or infected with other fungi. While artistic, 

such images are less useful from the scientific perspective of 

documenting the usual characters of a species and enabling 

identification. Howie’s paintings clearly show collaboration 

between artist and scientist. This is especially seen in the 

forgotten
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selection of material (neither too young nor too old) and in the 

accurate depiction of important details such as the attachment 

of the lamellae (gills) to the apex of the stipe, often shown in 

cross-section. We can assume that Willis provided (and probably 

collected in the first place) most of the specimens, and provided 

guidance on interpretation of the key features. 

The ultimate combination of science and art is to preserve 

both the original specimen and the watercolour. Jim Willis made 

numerous collections of fungi that are housed today in the National 

Herbarium of Victoria. However, unfortunately, few of the original 

specimens appear to have been kept once Howie’s paintings 

were completed. In reverse, for some of the paintings there is no 

specimen collected by Willis of that species at any time. Therefore, 

the paintings remain a valuable resource in interpreting the 

concept that Willis had of different species of Victorian fungi, and 

the range of species that he encountered in the early years of his 

mycological interest.

Further to their scientific value, Howie’s striking paintings bring 

fungi alive. The power of the images was underlined during the 

recent From the Forest to the Foreshore exhibition, mounted by 

the Friends. A number of Howie’s paintings were on display and 

evoked much interest – even to the point of quite a few people 

attending the exhibition making enquiries about purchasing them.

Mycologists find it regrettable that the most commonly 

depicted fungus is the red and white-spotted Fly Agaric Amanita 

muscaria, so often seen in children’s books and on kitsch objects. 

This admittedly rather striking and beautiful mushroom is in fact 

a weed in Australia, introduced with exotic trees. The paintings of 

Malcolm Howie greatly assist in bringing an appreciation of the 

wide range of forms of our native fungi to a non-scientific audience. 

There is much beauty of form and colour and much weirdness. 

Reaction to the paintings commences a dialogue which has 

potential to include discussion of the fundamental difference of 

fungi from plants and hopefully stimulate questions about what all 

these fungi do in nature (they are highly interconnected with plants 

and animals in many vital roles).

It is to be hoped that in time Howie’s paintings in their full 

glory will become available for wider viewing, such as through 

the Gardens website. For the moment, five paintings feature in a 

set of cards recently produced by the Friends of Royal Botanic 

Gardens Melbourne: Beech Orange Cyttaria gunnii, Elegant Blue 

Webcap Cortinarius rotundisporus, the vivid Purple Emperor 

Cortinarus archeri, Austral Parasol Macrolepiota clelandii with 

its chocolate chip cookie pileus, and the bizarre Anemone 

Stinkhorn Aseroe rubra. Rather poignantly, the painting of the 

latter species was completed in the last weeks of Malcolm 

Howie’s life, in January 1936, from material collected on the 

Bogong High Plains. 

The cards are available from the Friends’ office. They sell in 

packs of five assorted blank cards at $10 for members, or $12 

for non-members, PLUS postage of $2.50 per pack.

From left to right: Beech Orange - Cyttaria gunnii; Elegant Blue Webcap - Cortinarius 

rotundisporus; Purple Emperor - Cortinarius archeri; Austral Parasol - Macrolepiota clelandii; 
and Anemone Stinkhorn - Aseroe rubra.

Watercolours by Malcolm Howie.

fungi
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from the president

classes
Term 2, 2014 will start in the week 

beginning Monday 28 April.

Classes will be held:

evenings: tuesday and 

thursday

Daytime: Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Saturdays

(two sessions each day 2.5hr) 

Thursdays and Sundays (one 

2.5hr session each) 

Fridays (one 3hr session)

2.5hr classes:  $295 inc GSt

 Friends:  $240 inc GSt

3hr classes:  $340 inc GSt

 Friends:  $285 inc GSt

We strongly recommend that 

students without prior experience 

in botanical illustration complete 

a Beginners’ Workshop before 

entering Term classes.

Workshops

all classes and workshops will be held in the whiRling Room Studio, obSERVatoRy gatE.         

for bookings and further information, please contact the friends’ office on 9650 6398 or as advised.

All workshops will include 

morning and afternoon tea but 

not lunch.

beginners’ workshop

with mali moir

Monday 14, tuesday 15, 

Wednesday 16 and thursday 

17 April

10 am to 4 pm

cost:  $349   Friends $295

This intensive four-day course 

provides an introduction to 

botanical art via pencil and 

watercolour. Students will begin 

to develop skills in outline 

drawing, foreshortening, tonal 

work and rendering of surfaces, 

basic colour work and paint 

application.

The cost of each course 

includes equipment to be used 

during the workshop - drawing 

materials, paint, watercolour 

paper and brushes.

indian Summer 
workshop

with John Pastoriza-Piñol

Monday 7, Wednesday 9, 

thursday 10 and Friday 11 April

10am to 4pm

cost:  $445   Friends $390

Accomplished artist and teacher 

John Pastoriza-Piñol will show 

students how to use two 

invaluable tools for contemporary 

botanical artists: watercolour 

masking fluid and the ¼ NEEF 

comb, to achieve very fine detail 

and a new level of realism in their 

work. Over four days, John will 

help every student produce a 

finished painting from the class 

subject selected from seasonal 

flowers and foliage.

This workshop is suitable 

for students at intermediate to 

advanced level. A materials list is 

available from the Friends’ office.

In 2013, John received the 

American Society of Botanical 

Artists’ Diane Bouchier Artist 

Award for Excellence in 

Botanical Art.

butterfly workshop with kate nolan

Wednesday 23 and thursday 24 April      10am to 4pm

cost:  $255   Friends $200

The lightness and beauty of butterflies lends them a magical 

quality that has fascinated artists the world over for centuries, 

giving rise to countless different artistic interpretations. In 

this two-day workshop, Kate will look at butterflies in detail 

and demonstrate ways of capturing their images in paint, 

particularly as part of a botanical artwork. She will touch on 

the physical structure of butterflies, paying special attention 

to their unique anatomical details, and will guide her students 

through various ways of capturing other qualities such as their 

elusive iridescence. Some experience of botanical illustration is 

necessary. A materials list is available from the Friends’ office.

 

At Left: Clematis flore-pleno painted by John 
Pastoriza-Piñol

Above: Butter fly paintings by Kate Nolan.

illustrators
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from the gardens

Botanical Illustrators’ Quarterly Meeting 
november 22
Peter Lewis, a member of the Botanical Illustrators group, gave a most 

interesting talk about his recent trip to East Timor. He travelled with 

three other volunteers from the Alternative Technology Association 

to install PV solar electricity systems in some of the remote villages. They 

found the deep-rutted roads very precarious and impassable in the wet 

season. The village people have very isolated dwellings, and often their 

only means of cooking is a fireplace in the ground in the centre of their 

homes. Income is obtained from growing coffee beans, and they earn 

extra income by shelling the beans, a laborious task. The coffee bushes 

grow under the foliage of very tall trees for protection from the weather. 

The trees have huge orchids growing on them, unfortunately not in 

flower when Peter was there. The Alternative Technology Association 

taught the local people how to install and manage the small scale PV 

solar electricity systems and the establishment of electricity was much 

appreciated by the village people.

Botanical Illustrators’ christmas Lunch

The Botanical Illustrators’ Tuesday and Thursday groups met for 

a Christmas lunch on 10 December. Member Jean Dennis gave 

an interesting talk about her recent visits to the Hunt Institute 

for Botanical Documentation and the Carnegie Museum of 

Natural History in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The Hunt Institute 

holds the biggest collection of botanical art in the world, and 

has exhibitions of botanical art every three years. The library has 

over 30,000 books relating to botany dating from the 1400s. 

Jean, who was in Pittsburgh to attend the three-day conference 

of the American Society of Botanical Artists, met many of the 

world’s leading artists during the course of activities offered to 

conference delegates. She was pleased to take part in a morning 

of portfolio sharing, with prints from her Brachychiton collection 

(pictured below). Her project aroused much interest from 

international delegates and families attending the conference.

Villagers undergoing electrical fault-finding training in two dwellings in Tuetequeo, East 
Timor. Note the dir t track which is the means of travel.          Photos: Peter Lewis

Whirlybirds
The Whirlybirds meet every Tuesday and Thursday in the 

Whirling Room at the Royal Botanic Gardens. We are a group 

of botanical illustrators who paint together, offering each other 

support and inspiration in a friendly atmosphere.

This year we will be working towards submitting artwork for 

selection in the Art of Botanical Illustration Biennial Exhibition, to 

be held in November.

The FRBGM committee will be seeking strong, interesting, 

botanic studies for advertising our exhibition and will be asking 

for scanned work in the near future for consideration. Enquiries 

to ehoxley@gmail.com. 

If you would like more information about the Whirlybirds, 

please contact Sandra Sanger on 9598 9532.

illustrators
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from the president

Water conservation Garden: More than just 

about water 
by Kylie Regester, Acting Director, Melbourne Gardens

Alison Rice, Curator of the Water Conservation Garden, meets 

with Kylie Regester, to talk about how this collection is relevant 

in a time of climate change.

on the third consecutive day above 40 degrees in January, 

I met with Alison Rice, curator of the Water conservation 

Garden, to talk about this collection.  We talked in the 

cool of the café, because it was actually too hot to walk to 

the garden. For me that really emphasised the significant 

impact of our changing climate and how plants need to 

deal with changing conditions: excessive heat, reduced 

rainfall, and decreased humidity. Whilst these conditions 

are great for drying our washing on the line, they are not 

so good for our plants! I was keen to talk to Alison, to find 

out what the Water conservation Garden can teach us.

history of the water conservation garden

In 1992 the Water Conservation Garden was first established 

under the name ‘Xeriscape’, meaning dry landscape. The site 

was chosen because of the easy access afforded from B and 

C gates and the potential of providing an open planned aspect.  

Plants were chosen from Australian and exotic origins, most of 

which were readily available in the nursery trade. Three types 

of grass were demonstrated as turf: buffalo, tall fescue and 

wintergreen couch. The mulch used was peanut husks from 

Queensland. 

Unfortunately there were problems in the early stages of the 

garden. Tree removal and subsequent earthworks resulted in 

waterlogging followed by the death of the plants. The peanut mulch 

was retaining water and formed a crust on the soil aggravating this 

problem. The irrigation drippers became blocked by ants, then 

death and replanting of plants meant that drippers didn’t always 

align with plants in the ground. The three types of turf blended 

together while the buffalo did not grow well and became weed-

invaded. The drainage/waterlogging problem eventually resolved 

itself assisted by the removal of the peanut mulch.

In 1999 the garden was redesigned by Andrew Laidlaw with 

input from Alison, and interpretation by Roslyn Semler. The 

idea was to blend the area into the general landscape, and 

this was assisted by removal of the gravel path, and reshaping 

and forming of the garden beds. Existing turf was replaced 

with kikuyu and ‘Legend’ couch. The irrigation system was 

re-installed using sprinklers.

The new garden was launched on 8 February 2000, and with 

a name change to the Water Conservation Garden, it is more 

readily understood by our visitors. The garden is a success and 

has been the focus of many talks and garden visits.

the curator Says….

Apart from a couple of years in the 1990s, Alison has been 

the Curator of the garden. She says that the garden is special 

because of the combination of colour, form and texture. It has been 

rewarding to start the garden from ‘nothing’ and work through its 

initial teething problems. Now, we have a beautiful, easy-to-look-

after garden with only seasonal maintenance required. 

The Water Conservation Garden at Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne.  Photo: Chris Cole

from the horticultural
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Alison says that the collection is about more than just water 

conservation. The collection’s overarching teaching is ‘choose 

the right plant for the right spot’. She has seen many home 

gardeners struggle to grow a plant in conditions that aren’t 

suitable for it. Soil type, water and aspect requirements are all 

important things to consider when choosing plants. 

‘You can pay a lot of money for landscaping, but the other 

option is to work with what you have got. Look at your type of 

soil, whether it is clay or sand for example, and choose easy-

to-care-for plants that suit the conditions. When planting, an 

important thing to do is group plants that have similar needs. For 

example, you could have a group of ferns, but just keep them 

separate from plants that have lower water needs. Use mulch, 

and water efficiently. No garden can cope without water, but if 

you are forced to let things go in times of drought, a garden of 

well-chosen plants will hang in there.’ 

curator’s top five Picks

I couldn’t resist asking Alison about her favourite plants in 

the collection, knowing this is a difficult question to ask a 

horticulturist (perhaps like being asked to choose your favourite 

child!). This is Alison’s list:  

•	 Cymbopogon ambiguus:  An Australian native grass. It 

is tough as anything but very pretty too, with attractive 

foliage all year round. As a relative to lemongrass it has a 

fragrance as you brush by. It dies back in autumn and is 

cut back in late winter to remove old growth and allow new 

fresh growth to emerge. It’s in flower at the moment, so go 

and have a look!

•	 Chrysocephalum apiculatum: Prolific flowerer with a honey-

scent. A cut-back is all it needs in late-winter.

•	 Pelargonium reniforme: Another tough plant with a long 

flowering time, grey leaves and always looks lush.

•	 Cotinus ‘Grace’: The flowers are so pretty, and it has 

attractive leaf colour. We coppice ours, so it grows to 1.5 

metres each year. Otherwise you can let it go. 

•	 Grevillea ‘Peaches and Cream’: Nice fresh green foliage, 

and it just flowers and flowers. In fact it is hard to find the 

right time to prune it because it never stops flowering!

In a time of climate change and increasingly hot weather, 

it becomes even more important for us to choose plants that 

are right for their conditions. The Water Conservation Garden 

shows how this can be done, and that it is not necessary to 

compromise your plant palette to achieve this. The garden 

contains a wide variety of plants, from Australia and other 

countries with similar climates to Melbourne, so you can get 

many ideas from what is on display. Go and have a look for 

yourself, see how the Water Conservation Garden is coping in 

the heat, and be inspired!

Plants in the Water Conservation Garden at RBG Melbourne.
Above: Cymbopogon ambiguus.  Centre: Chrysocephalum apiculatum

Bottom: Pelargonium reniforme.

Photos: Kylie Regester

 staff
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from the president

Royal Botanic Gardens Birds 

from about 1861 to the present day

by david Plant

Bird watchers love to compile lists of their sightings. this 

is fortunate as there are many lists of the avian sightings 

in the RBG Melbourne from c1869 to 2013. In fact from 

these lists, 197 species of birds have been recorded.

The earliest record of which I am aware was made by 

the ornithologist A J Campbell in his book Nests and Eggs 

of Australian Birds of ‘finding a nest of a Painted Quail in the 

Botanical Gardens on Boxing Day in 1861’.

Ferdinand Von Mueller compiled a list of 114 species which 

he sent to the Zoological Society in London in 1869. The then 

predominance of native trees and shrubs is reflected in the 

wide range of species many of which are not to be found in 

Melbourne today. Interestingly the Silver Gull, now a common 

bird, is not listed.

A long time horticultural staff member, P R St John, recorded 

his sightings from September 1884 until November 1937. In his 

early lists are many water, wading and shore frequenting birds 

not seen today. One possible reason is the straightening of the 

Yarra River in the late 1890s which removed much of the natural 

tea-tree and sedge edgings of the original course of the river.

In 1925, ornithologist Norman Favaloro noted in the ornith-

ological journal The Emu a sighting of a Crested Tern and a Golden-

headed Cisticola both of which have not been recorded since.

An inveterate compiler of bird sightings was Roy Wheeler 

who was a Life Member of the Bird Observers Club (BOC). In 

1975 he issued a list, from many sources, of RBG sightings 

of 128 species. This list was the first to include the introduced 

Indian Myna. This bird is now the most common bird in the RBG  

Melbourne, and has been included amongst the world’s 100 

worst invasive species. 

International ornithologist Rex Buckingham kept meticulous 

diaries of his sightings in the RBG dating from the 1950s to 

1970s. Of interest is the recording of many Tree Sparrows around 

the Lakeside Café. They are rarely seen in Melbourne today. His 

diaries are now in the RBG library. 

Another Life Member of the BOC, Geoff Deason, kept an 

annual list of RBG birds from July 1979 until June 2006. He 

recorded 74 species which showed the increase of some species 

such as the Darter and Purple Swamphen, once rare, now quite 

often observed, but included the introduced Song Thrush, once 

common, now rarely seen, as is also the Superb Fairy-Wren.

Dr Helen Aston, formerly senior botanist at the RBG and past 

president of the BOC compiled an annotated list of unusual 

observations made between 1957 and 1967 and another list of 

Lakeside birds from 1957 to 1972. 

The first list included Eastern Shrike-tit, Yellow, Pink and Flame 

Robins and three honeyeaters which, whilst not rare elsewhere, are 

never seen in the Gardens today. The introduced Red-whiskered 

Bulbul was a regular sighting especially in the 1960s but, fortunately, 

they have disappeared, with the last sighting in 2001.

In the second list Helen noted seeing a Pelican in 1958 and 

again in 1972. Pelicans were not seen again until on a ramble 

in 2006; some Garden Guides saw a pair fly onto the Lake at 

the height of the drought when the water level was very low. The 

Masked Lapwing (Spur-wing Plover) was also reported at this time 

on several occasions. They were not seen again until 2008, ‘09 

and ‘10 when the low water level of the Lake created mud flats 

providing perfect feeding opportunities for this charming bird.

Helen also reported the arrival of Red-rumped Parrots on Long 

Island in November 2002. The planting of native vegetation on 

Long Island, especially grasses, provided food for this, elsewhere 

in Melbourne, quite common parrot. 

From left to right: A J Campbell, Ferdinand Mueller, W Roy Wheeler. Photos cour tesy of RBG 
Library, National Herbarium; and Alan McEvey and Norman Favaloro (holding a dead finch). 
Photo cour tesy of State Library of Victoria.

botanic
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from the gardens

Another arrival reported by Helen was the Bell Miner in May 

1990 at the South Eastern corner of the RBG. Over the years 

this species has spread throughout the Gardens and has taken 

over Long Island. Being very territorial, they have driven out all 

the smaller birds. However, their bell-like ‘tinkle’ has become 

a significant visitor attraction although the birds are generally 

referred to, mistakenly, as ‘Bellbirds’. 

Phil Moors provided his list of sightings over 20 years. He also 

noted the absence of Tree Sparrows and the arrival of the Bell 

Miner and the invasion of the Indian Myna.

Tony and Gwen Delves regularly walk in the Gardens. Keen 

bird observers, they, together with the other birders in the RBG 

including Phil Moors, Sandra Hodge at Long Island, Jo Caruso 

at the Visitor Centre, Val Stajsic, Neville Walsh and the late John 

Reid at the Herbarium, report unusual sightings, which mean 

that few birds escape scrutiny. They have all contributed to the 

compilation of an annual list of 106 species recorded in the RBG 

Melbourne since 1996 which provide a fascinating insight into 

the increase or decrease of the Gardens’ birds. It records the 

unusual arrivals, even if they are there only briefly, the departures 

and the permanent arrivals.

Perhaps the most obvious change in recent years has been 

the small number of ducks on the Ornamental Lake. They 

dropped away during the drought and haven’t returned in any 

great number, except perhaps for the large number of Wood 

Ducks which appear late in the year. The Powerful Owl has not 

been recorded since 2009. Greenfinch could always be seen 

in the Bhutan Cypress overlooking Dog Flat but in 2005 they 

disappeared. One welcome departure has been the Mallard, not 

recorded since 2005. A welcome arrival is the Buff-banded Rail 

quite often seen in the past two years. The Yellow-tailed Black 

Cockatoo has been a regular visitor since 2003. Finally and sadly, 

we have seen the substantial decline in numbers of the lovely 

Superb Fairy-wren, once quite common but now rarely seen.  

Top: Neville Walsh, Sandra Hodges and Val Stajsic.
Centre:  Dr Helen Aston and Dr Philip Moors.
Bottom from left to right: John Reid, Tony and Gwen Delves, ar ticle author David Plant and Jo 
Caruso.
Unfor tunately images of P R St John, Geoff Deason and Rex Buckingham were not available.

birds



the Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne, Inc.

was formed to stimulate further interest in the Gardens 

and the national Herbarium and to support and assist 

them whenever possible.

Patron 
The Honourable Alex 
Chernov AC, QC, 
Governor of Victoria

President
Cathy Trinca

Vice-President
Sally Hirst

Secretary
Adnan Mansour

Treasurer
Angela Mitchell

Immediate Past 

President
Janet Thomson

Council
Mark Anderson
Andrew Brookes

Professor Tim Entwisle
Peter Kelly 
Dr Richard Kirsner 
Irwin Newman
Richard Smith
Robert Wright

CONVENERS

Botanical Illustrators
Joanna Brownell

Events
Robyn Robins

Growing Friends
Michael Hare

Information Technology 

Dr Richard Kirsner

Membership & 

Marketing

Lee Tregloan

Plant Craft Cottage 

Jean Walker

Publications

Meg Miller

Volunteers
John Goodwin

Friends’ Trust Fund
Maurice Castro
Peter Griffin
Peter Kelly
Janet Thomson

March

 
1 PCC – Natural Dye Workshop, day 2

6 New Members’ Welcome – 5.30 for 6 pm

7 Friday Plant Sale – 8 am - 1 pm

11 Illustrated Talk – David Wilkinson

16 PCC Sunday Open Day – 10 am to 3 pm

18 Illustrated Talk – Penny Woodward

21 Talking Plants – Begonias

22 PCC – Natural Dye Workshop, day 1 (repeat)

29 PCC – Natural Dye Workshop, day 2 (repeat) 

April

1 Fit Friends’ Ramble – Historical Eaglemoont 

3 Simon Griffiths – Floral Photographer 

7 Indian Summer Workshop – John Pastoriza-Piñol 

14 Beginners’ Workshop – Mali Moir

16 Day Trip – self drive Duneira and Mt Macedon 

23 Butterflies Workshop – Kate Nolan 

28 Term 2 Classes commence 

 
May

 

3 Autumn Plant Sale – 10 am to 4 pm

4 Autumn Plant Sale – 10 am to 3 pm

7 Illustrated Talk – Stephen Wells  

18 PCC Sunday Open Day – 10 am to 3 pm

20 Insiders’ Walk – Conservation: RBG Nursery plus

 

  
Note: The Friends’ Inclement Weather Policy states that outdoor events may be 
cancelled and the Nursery will not be open for sales if the temperature is predicted 
to be 33ºC or above.

The Friends of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne, Inc. complies with the 
National Privacy Principles for the collection and use of personal information.
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